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L E T T E R 


EDMUND BURKE, Esq. 


S 1 R, 

E very body gives you the credit of having 
drawn up the report from the Selcft Com- 
mittee s and there are fomc ftrokes in it, which mark 
the hand too plainly for it to have been miftaken, 
without the necelliiy of four friends giving ihem- 
feive‘5 the trouble they have done, to let us know 
who was the author. Modern patriots have their 
TirafKs, as wdli as inc adtiencones ^‘dnimy'^Tl'llKes 
will live and die Johnn) Wilkes And whilfl Mr. 
Burke can fpcak or write, it will be in tropes 
and figures, which make no more imprcGion on 
* B the 
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the mint!, thin v-titcr colours do on ,thc ennuaft { 

‘n little auention to truth does atsar the full, at cf- 
icflually as a little pure water obliterates the laft- 

Your parijcular dlftikc to t!*e Governor Genera! 
of Bengal, »* fuiipofal to Iiavc raircii ils rife in 
your corrcrpon^encc wiili the King of Tanjorc. 

Your' exicnfivc reading furnin^ed you “with In- 
(laoccs in abundance, of tributary kings keeping 
• in their pay, the pedagogues of Greece and Italy, 
and you could devife no rcafon why tl^c patriots of 
Etitain, flvoutd vtot benefit by a profefiton, m^d« 

' famous from its having been adopted bjr the ora- 
tors of Athens and of Rome; fo extended your 
pattOTiigc ftOTO YosV. itv \btv5eft, to tba 
plains of Hindooftan in the caft. * ‘ 

Your Chairman, warmed by the high, military 
fame he acquired dufing his command abroad, 
feerns determined to fare the Eaft India Company^ 

. '• by communicating to them the knowledge and ex- 
perience he accuinulated whilft in their fcrvicc in 
India ; where having leqrnt from his own pradlice, 
that claiming an exclufivc right to trade /in fair, a 
necefiary of life, tea and china, mere luxurious 
commodities, and cotton, a raw material, without 
which the manufaaurcrs of Bengal cannot go ou, 
has a pemlcious tendency on the morals of the 
younger fttvams. he fcfms deriraus to atone for 
« Ins 
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liis fins, by preventing any Yiiture fcmnts of the 
Company, whcther^raihtaryor civi!, raVingtlicnf- 
iclves to opulence and grandeur, by the fame 
means which he himfclf has madcufeofk "* 

• 

Your friend, Mr. C« \V. BoughtonRoufejfcels ic 
neceflary to correft and amend the courfe of Juf- 
tice in Bengal — well knowing that a certain PreD-' 
dent of one of the Courts of Adawlcr, was brought 
before the Supreme Court of Judicature, foon after 
its firft crcftion, and obliged to refund three eighths 
of a thoufand pounds, which the moderate magi- 
ftratc had taken for his ihare from a complainant, 
in whofe favour he had decreed a caufc for 8000 
rupees. 

If you want the above fa£t authenticated, alk a 
man clofe to , your note, who, in Odlobcr X774» 

■ was leading hounds in couples about the town of 
Calcutta, but fince paOed through the law as the 
firft qualification, and then, through a corrupt 
borough, into the fenatc houft, and now fits em- , 
ployed ^7ilh the above worthies, to atwek the vir- 
' tucs of a man, of whotiy in their former lucrative 
occ^tpations, they flood in the utmoft awe. 

T o give to committees that degree of credit, 
which their delegated power from Parliament 
feems to entitle them, all the)' fay, and all they do, 
in their detached capacity, (hould be fo cool, fo 
• B 2 temperatr. 
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temperate, fo impartwU am! fo free from every sited 
of iJcrfonai enmity or juuy fpken, to the pcrfois 
whofe conduft they arc about to enquire into, at 
not to leave a doubt on the mind of their reader*, 
that ihtir paffion^ v.-«sc in 'be IciS. blaffcd in fav our, 
or disfavour, of the paitks concerned. Wiiliouc 
fuch conviillon on the mindi of the people, in* 
llammatory dcchratlons, entitled reports from coin- 
mittccs, will but recall to their nmcmbrancc, thofe 
diabolicarmUrumcnisof tyranny, invented by the 
Tudors, and praaifed by the Stuarts, die HigU 
Comminion Court and Star Chaml>er, or that yet 
more infernal bar to the peace and hoppinefs of 
mankind, die SpanlJh Inquifition. 

. I coucEiVE that all reports arc firft printed, 
andfulTcred, for fomcconriderablc time, to fpread 
abroad and circulate amongft not only the Members 
of the Houle, but the people at Urge, to give to 
the petfons imcrcHed, or to their friends, Ihould 
they be abfent, tinne to olTcr fuch rcafoning and 
- argument in their favour and defence, as the na- 
ture and circumftanccs of the cafe will admit. 

1 coNCtivc that a Committee of the Moufe of 
Commons, or any other body of men, having 
in charge to inveftigate a matter of faft, are 
bound as much by their honour, as a jurymln is 
by his oath, to return a virdift accordinp- to their 
. confcience, andfo help them God. It is'true the 

‘ report 
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report pf theTorracr, is 'mere matter of report, 
founded on parole evidence, and no fur’ther bind- 
ing, than as the Houfe fhall find it clear ,in its 
evidence, and imparrial in the conclufions which 
Jiave been drawn trom that evidence •, but a jury, 
influenced by pafllon, or fwayed by prejudice, and 
perfifting in their virdift, may, whilll the judgo^ 
nods on the bench, hurry a fellow creature to his 
Jaft account, without a finglc iniperfeiflion on Kis 
head. The Committee are formed of men of ho- 
nour, taken from a body, once thought by all 
Europe, to be the moft auguft aficmblage of fc- 
le& fplrits, reprefenting as noble and as free a na- 
tion of people, as ever appeared onthefbgeofthe 
world, 1 hope they are about to recover that cha- 
rafter j to obtain which, their prcdecefTors fought 
to their knees in blood. 

We have been told that the law of Parliament, 
is above all the laws of the land j and there have 
been inftanccs of their power, which, in their 
confequenccs, have made us feel that it is lb ; and 
I may -be cold, that notwhhftanding the clear and 
explicit title page of yo6r report, which feems, to 
a cOmmon underftanding, to confine the Commit- 
tee to an enquiry into the Rate of the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Onfrt, that, in faft, that is not the cafe, but 
that their powers of inveftigation, extends to all 
lores of concerns of \he“Eaft India Company, even 
* down 
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down to the peeviflt complainings of one of their 
fetvants, for neglefk or inattention in the Court of 
Dirc^ors to^vat^s hifn. 

If that is realty 

ntath the dignity condcfccnd 

>0 enter on the face of a report, 1 to canam' 
matters purely judicial, or loochtfaitin the appen- 
dix of fuch report, certain papers, containing the 
mere polltlcal'opinlons of Mr. Philip Francis, it 

will not, 1 hope, be thought indecent in me, to 
contrail: feme other of that gentleman’s political 
opinions with them, and thereby Hiew how necef- 
fary It may be for the leglflatlvc body of tills coun- 
try, to know the true charafter of fuch a man, and 
the colour of his evidence, beforethey come to any 
final concUifion on thefubjeft matter of the report, 

Thire are parts of the report, ^yhich are fo 
compounded of judicial and political matter, tliat 
it will not be eafy to feparaic them j and there arc 
alfo ideas conveyed by imphcailon, which merit 
obfervatlon, only bccaufe they are to be found in 
a report fent into the world by fo honourable a, 
Committee. Whilft fuch infinuations and inuen- 
dos, were to be found only m anonymous pamph- 
lets and daily papers, they were fuffered to die a- 
way with other trafti from the fame quarter; but 
finding that many of them had been tranfpl’anted 
into a work, compofed by" fo eminent a penman, 
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5nd beving the fanflion of a Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons, I wiU examine tliem with 
candour and with truth; and Jeave others to de- 
termine on what principle, and from what motives, 
they have been introduced Into t!ic ^report of a 
Committee, wJiofe foie declared purpofe was anin- 
veftigation into judicial affairs. , , - 7 

The following extrafls have been faithfully co- 
pied from part of the 22d, and from par: of the 
23d, pages of the report; and I have fubjoined im- 
mediately to them, document No. 8, from the ap- 
pendix of the fame report. Thefc quotations are 
of a nature purely political ; nor was it pofliblcfor 
the Committee to have underftood them, or to 
make their readers underftand them, without a 
complete reference to the Eaft India Company’s 
Bengal records, as far back as the 19th day of 
Oftober 1774. Such omlflion has a tendency to 
miflead the opinion of perfons, whofe delermina- 
-tion may be prejudicial to the honour of a gentle- 
man, notrwty in a fituationto defend himfelf. No. 
8 contains affertions yet to be proved, and is the 
produiSlion of a man, long ufed to the habit of mak- 
ing bold afTcrtions, and then leaving them, like 
Bickerllaff ’s prophecies, to ftiift for themfelvcs. 
If, Sir, 1 do not prove this in fevcralinftances, be- 
jfhtr idis aubVeif, TwiiV be content to der 

held in a degree of as much contempt for Uajing 
^ iraking, as Mr. Fraritis pow is, and will remain, 
i jn fpite* of all your efforts to favc him. 


“ And 



'( 8 ; 

*A And Mr. Francis being afterwards further ex-: 
itmined,*- ihid. That he landed at Dovp the i^lh 
-of OiVober laft. And being aiked, How foon 
htffaw the Chairman of the Eaft India Company 
after his arrival in London>*hc faid. That on 

• Saturday theaoth of.O£lobcr, he gave notice to 

• the Court of.Dircdlors of his arrival: he went 
‘to Mr. Sulivan’s (the Chairman) houfe the fame 

* day ; and on tlie Monday, he wentto the Depu- 

* ty Chairman ; but he faw' neither of them. Hear- 
'* ing nothing from the India Houfe, or any perfon 
“ belonging to it, except that the Secretary ac- 
“ knowledged the receipt of his letter, he went 
‘‘again to the Chairman's houfe on the 12th of 
“ November, and left a meflage for him in wri- 
“ ting, -requefting to fee him; in confcquen.ee of 
“ which, he was fo polite as to come to his houfe 
“ the next morning. After that he wrote to him, and 

upon his laying his letter before the Court of Di- 
reftors, he was iaformcd by the Secretary,. that 
“ the Djrc£lors bad rcqucflcd the Chairman and 
“ Deputy Chairman, to receive from him any in* 
** formation he might have to oiTcr on the ftate of 
“ the Company’s affairs : tVidcAppendix, No. 6.) 
“ Accordingly he went to the EaJfc India Houfe by 
appointment, on the igth of November, and 
“ delivered thofe gentlemen a paper of the heads 
“ of that information which he meant to give them, 
“ and gave them explanations as he nent on : And 
“ the iMtncrsbtBgcil to be permuted to hy J copy 
• ;■ of 
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“ of that letter before the Committee, (vide Ap- 
“ pendix, No. 7.) And being afked, what enquiry 
** was made of him by the Court of DjrcSors, con- 
“ corning the ftate of the controverfy between ^hc 
Governor GcnerA and Council, and the Su- 
** preme Court of Judicature, when he left Bengal, 
faid, He had never been introduced to the 
Court of Direftors, nor called upon in any lhape 
“ by them. When he far/ the Chairman and De* 
** puiy, they afkcdhimnbqucflions whatever upon 
“ this fubjeft, nor, as well as lie can TCCoHeit, 
upon any other. That the Chairman and De- 
<• puty Chairman, affigned no rca'bns why no 
“ queftioDs were afleed of him upon this, or upon 
any other fubjeft; nor can he conceive what 
their reafon could be, unlcfs they were apprehen- 
y five his anfwers might bring forward information, 
;* which they did not wilh to fee brought forward ; 
** and thewitnefs added. But this is mere conjec- 
“ ture. And being further aOted, Whether a 
J‘ letter which appeared in the public news-papers, 
dated Calcutta, 12th of October, 1780, figned 
V Philip Francis, (vide Appendix, No. 8,) is a 
juft copy of any letter written by him to the Court 
“ of •Direftors, he faid. It is his letter. And it 
“ being ftated to the witnefs. That as he had ftaced 
" in his letter to the Court of Pireflors, that they 
J‘ had fuficred the Company’s fundamental pnn- 
ciples of policy to be overfet, their inltrudtions 
and orders, in various mftanccs, to be difobeyed 
• with 
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‘ With impunity •, that they had condemned the 
‘ Governor-General,- and another Member oF tlic 
‘‘Council, in the ftrongeft terms *, and charging 
“ alfo the Diretes with various other neglects of 
“ duty, violations of protnife, and other matter of 
"a criminaliand ferious natures he was afked, 

«* Whether he knew or believed, 'that the Court of 
“ Dire£lors ever received that letter; he faid. The 
“ Chairman told him they. had. That the Chalr- 
“ man did not call upon him to fupport thofc 
“charges by' evidence, or to difclaim them as 
“ gtoundlefs, and injurious to the honour of the 
“Court of Directors; but he, the wltnefs, told 
“ him, he was ready and able to make them good, 

“ That the Chairman mentioned the letter to him, 

“ as the true and only caufeihathc was not received 
“ by the Court of Direftors, w«h ihofe public 
“’marks of civility and approbation, to which he 
“ vrasotherwKe entitled. That he did nottell him’ 
any enquiry would be inftUuted into the fubjeft 
“ matter of that letter, but rather intimated to 
** him, that the Court of Dircdlors had no Intcn- 
“ tion to take any notice of it whatever. That he 
“adheres to the fenfe and terms of that letter m 
“ every particular, and believes he can eftabldh the 
“ truth of his atTcrdons by fuilicienc evidence. 
“ That the orders of the Corntjany, were-noiTiuj^ 
“ ported and enforced by the Court of Diieftors, 
“ whim he was in Bengal. That he thinks the 
y Afts of Parliament, relative to the regulation of 
' * “ the 
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** the Eaft India Company, in general, are not 
“ ftriftly regarded. And being alked. What he^ 
“ held to be the principal caufe of it, he faid. Men 
“ who have violate^ orders, and who, as he thinks, 
“ have difregarded A^ls of Parliament, have been 
“ cenfured, but not punilhed, and inftcad of being 
“ removed from their ftations, have been continued 
** in them by new appointments. That the conver- 
“ faiion wherein the Chairman intimated to him, 
“ that the Court of Difedors did no; intend to take 
“ any notice of his letter of the izih of OftoSer, 
** 1780, paSed achishoufconthe i^ihof Novem- 
" ber latt.” 

APPENDIX,^ No. 8. 

Cc^y o /* a Letter fait over fome Titne ago by 
Francis^ late one of the Council of Bengal, 
frJ a Tajfenger in the Iqft arrived Ships* 

To the Court of DIreftors. 

Calcihta, December 12, 1780; 

Gentlemen, 

accounts you will receive of a duel bc- 
“ X tween Mr. Haftings and me, I prefume 
** will attract lomc dtgree of your attention. It 
P concerns my honour and reputation, that the 
“ tranfailion 
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tranfaftion fliould be accurately ftated to you m 
“ the firft inftance, and through you to the Cotn- 
pany. It alfo concerns the Company’s interefi:, 
“ that the caufe of this event* with all the public 
“ a(3:s or declarations of the Members of this 
“ Council, immediately or remotely connc£lcd 
With It, (hould appear fully before you. The 
only fair and impartial method of bringing them 
** forward, is b) laying before \ou, as 1 now do, 
“ authentic entrails of fuch our proceedings, as 
> have a rektion to them, v ithouc narrative or 
** comment 


** The papers I fend you inclofcd, arc not only 
** nccefiary to polTcfs you of the nature and occalion 
** of the perfonal difference between Mr Haftings 
“ and me, but will givcNOU fwch a view of the 
** ftaie of the Company’s affairs m this part of In- 
* dia, and of the meafores which have produced it, 
** as I irufV will make a deep imprefilon on your 
minds. 
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•* Ihnccs, It is very difliculc to fay what plan is 
“ likely to fuccced, or whar plan is free from ob- 
“ jcftion. I fliall contribute my advice and afTift- 
“ ance, as long as 1 continue in the Council , laut 
“ I will not embantfs the c'cecution of meafures, 
“ which may prc\ ail againft my opinion, by a ule- 
“ lefs, perhaps a dangerous, oppofition to it. My 
“ efforts to prevent the diflrefs which has fallen 
“ upon your affairs, were exerted, withoutremif- 
“ fion, during a long period, in which they fnight 
“ have been of cITentia! fcrvice to jou, if thej had 
** cither been regarded here, or fupportccl from 
“ home. You fuffered the Company’s fundamental 
“ principles of policy to be overfer, your mflruc- 
** tions to the Governor Genenl and Council, to 
beviolated, and your own fpecific orders, in va- 
• ** nous inftances, to be difobeyed with impunity. 
“ You have heaped condemnation, from year to 
year, on the Governor General, and another 
** Member of your Council, in the ftrongeft terms 
** that ever were applied to men, pofirlllngfo high 
“ a trull and ftation, and not mflantlj divefted of 
“ both You have allb^becn pleafed to favour the 
“ late Sir John Clavering, Colonel Monfon, Mr, 
** Wheler, and me, with repeated affurances of 
“ your approbauon,^f our principles and condufl, 
*'* anh wifn repeateh promfies o't1opporc,'*iouVavc 
“ given us reafon to expeft definitive orders and 
“ regulations on many important fubjeftf, r htch 
“ have never been fent ,*particularly in an inflance 

- “ of 
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•" of the 8rfl: tn'gnicude anil importance, in wHcli 
“ you have declared to us, “ Tliat the'roeafures 
“ which it might be ncccflary for you to tolx in 
i^nrequenCc thereof, in order to retrieve the ho- 
“ nour of the Company, and« to prevent the like 
“ abufe from being praflifed in future, Iliould 
have your earllcll and mod ferious confidcra- 
•* lion." * 

“ At the end of fix years, fince the infiitufion 
of the prefeni government, the concludmg (lace 
“ of fa£ks ts, that the men whofcconcluft you have 
** fo condemned, have never received “any fenous 
proof of your difplcafurc j but on the contrary* 
** have been continued in truft and flatioHi by a 
** new appointment, and the principles and mea- 
furcs which you have conflandy reprobated, 
have been fuffcTcd to prevail and operate, from 
“ year to year, to their prefent conclufion, in. the 
?* face of your own orders andinftruftions.againft 
“ the moft ftrenuous oppofuion in the Council j 
atidnotwithftanding thefttongeO: retnonftrances, 
** both public and private, accompanied with the 
cleareft explanations <f the real ftate of affairs 
“ here, which have been fent home by every £neans 
“ in my power, fince my arrival in the country. 
" Look back to the fituation of your affairs as 
“ long as Sir John Clavcnng’s EUbro and mine, 

had weiglit enough to preferve the peace of India, 

, “ to which, in the Hrft article of out mfttoaions, 

• you 
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you ordered us to fix our attention, and corn- 
“ pare itVith that to which an oppofite policy, per- 
“ mitted, if not encouraged, by yourlclves, has 
reduced them. Hvery ftep that-led from one to 
“ the other, was regularly marked to you as it 
" was taken. Every event that has happened was 
“ foretold. I will not now predift to you what is 
** likely to’ be the condition of all the Company’s 
** pofTcnions in India j at the time when you will 
“ receive this letter, you will have fails enough 
** before you to judge for yourfelves. 


** The flruggle to winch I have dedicated my 
“ labours fo long without cffcfb, and in which I 
“ have facrificed my repofe, and the peace of my 
• mind, to no purpofe, is now at an end. In the 
** courfc of three months, I mean to quit Bengal, 
“ and return to England, where it is pofTible my 
** prcfcnce may be of fomc ufe to 'the Company, 
” though it is of none here. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

^ ^ “ Gentlemen, 

. ^ , ‘‘ Your moll obedient humble Servanr, 

(Signed) P. FRANCIS.*' 

TnouoHitwouldbelofsoftime, merely to In- 
form you. Sir, who this Mr. Philip Francis is, 
others may not be fo weU read in Afiatic politics, 
• therefore 
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•* of ihc ftrft m'snUudc and importancr, in vAuch 
** yon hive declared to ua, “ Tliat thc'ineafurci 
“ which it might be neceflary for you to taUe in 
<l^nr<rc\ucncc thereof, in order to retrieve the ho* 

** nour of the Company, andi to prevent the like 
abufe from bein{» prailifcd in future, fljoulcl 
“ hive your earliell and nioft ferious confidcra* 
lion.** 

• “At the end of fix yrar^, fmcc tlie innUmion' 
** of the prcfcnc government, the concluding flaic 
“ of fa£ks if, that the men whofc coniluft yon have 
** fo condenined, have never received nny ferious 
“ proof of your dvrpleafurc \ but on the contrary, 
have been conunued in truft and (lation, by a 
“ new appointment •, and the principles and mea» 
“fores which you have conftantly reprobated,. 
“ have been ruHcrcd to prevail and operate, from 
“ year to year, to their prefenr conclufion, in the 
“ face of yout own orders and Intlruflionj, againft 
“ the moll ftrctwious oppofuion in the Council i 
“ and notwithftandmg the ftrongeft rcmonftrances, 
“ both public and private, accompanied with the 
, “ clearcll explanations the real Hate of affairs 
“ hcic, which have been fent home by every pieans 
“ in my power, fmee my arrival in the country. 
“ Look back to the fituation of your affairs, as 
“ long as Sir John Clavering’s efforts and mine, 
“ had weight enough to preferve the peace of India, 

. ;; !D which, in the firtt article of our inttiuaioos, 
* “ you 
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and juft rights to the nommatlon of their own rc- 
Iponfiblc fcrvantsi but the fame power thst created 
the Majority, found mcamto export them; and it 
tvas curious enough to obferve three men, who, 
contrary to the inteVeft, and to the inclination of 
many thoufand people, were forced upon them to 
manage fevcral millions of their property, ftcal out 
of the kingdom like felons or tranlports. The 
wellcrn world had been gorged with the filthy of- 
fal of a luxurious nation ; Miniftry wanted an ad- 
dition of patronage to ftill the clamour of greedy 
fycophants, and it was fought for in the Eaft; 
One {hip conveyed the majority of the civil and 
military government,^ whofe power, in thofe de- 
partments, was bounded only by their will and 
pleafure. Another fttip, prefied down to the wa- 
ter’s -edge, with the weight of the judges, the char- 
ter of juftice, legions of lawyers, and miriads of 
law-books^dcparted at the fameinfiant. Two fuch 
cargoes, fo pregnanuwiih mifehief, never before 
left the kingdom ; and but for the virtues, mode- 
ration, and temper of one great -man. Governor 
General Haftings, it might now have teen faid 
of the caftem ftflion of Cot globe, as it is of the 
weftwn, Britain once held powerful provinces in 
thofe diftant regions. But that grand left wing of 
this once mighty,-' bur, I fear, now falling empire 
remains, and .may remain, if the'wifdom of the 
prefent generation will but think and judge for 
themfclvcs, and not fuffer the partial reports of 
• C a few 



( i6 3 

therefore 1 think tliat n fimplc aa»! conclfc rccsphii- 
lation ofeertain fafts* vill be nccefiary to an cx- 
phnailon of the curious afiirrnonain the above let- 
ter* ^vhich you have honowrctl with a place in t!)C 
report. *' 

Ir; that year of experiments t774. when 
the evil genius of Great Britain, rode triurnplianc 
over the national councils, and fpread a linrit of 
difcontcnt and difunion, in all the provinces of the 
empire, oriental and occidental, from the fifing of 
the fun even to the going down of the fame, the 
leginiture thought proper to divell tliac great bo*dy - 
of merchants, the Eaft India Company, of the 
right of appointing their own immediare and prin- 
cipal fervants, for the government of their afTairs 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and OfilTa. *■ 
General John Clavering, Colonel George Monfon, 
and Mr. Philip Francis, a clerk from the war-ofliccj 
were fingied out b/ Miniftry, and appointed with 
MclTrs. Haflings and BarwtU, to form a Council 
General, with a cofttrOuling power over all the other 
Prcfidcncics in India. They were to hold their ap- 
pointments, and fuccce^ in turn to the govern- 
ment, independent of the Company, for th^fpace 
of five years. 

^ Tms extraordinary interporuloit of the Icmfla- 
tive power. Mid not pafs wltliour fomc ftrugglcs 
made by the Company, to maintain thtir natural 
‘ and 
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and juft rights to the nominstlon of their own re- 
fponfible fervantsj but the fame power that created 
the Majority, found means to export themj and it 
was curious enough to obferve three men, who, 
contrary to the inteVcft, and to the inclination of 
many thoufand people, were forced upon them to 
manage fevcral millions of their property, fteal out 
of the kingdom like felons or tranlports. The 
weftern world had bem gorged with the filthy of- 
fal of a luxurious nation ; Mmiftry wanted an ad- 
dition of patronage to ftill the climour of greedy 
fycophants, and u was fought for in the Eaft. 
One fhip conveyed the majority of the civil and 
military government,^ whofe power, in thofe de- 
partments, was bounded only by their will and 
pleafure. Another fhip, prelTed down to the wa- 
ter’s-edge, with the weight of the judges, the char- 
ter of juftice, legions of lawyers, and miriads of 
law-booksjfdcparted at the famcinftant. Two fuch 
cargoes, fo pregnan^wiih mifehiei; never before 
left the kingdom 5 and but for the virtues, mode- 
ration, and temper of one great man. Governor 
General Haftings, it might now have been faid 
of the caftern fefkion of flie globe, as it is of the 
weftern, Britain once held powerful provinces in 
thofe diftant regions. But that grand left wine of 
this once might^v buU, I fear^.now fallmf»,«*jmprft., 
remains, and .may remain, if the'wirdom of the 
prefent generation will but think and judge for 
themfclvcs, and not fuffer the partial reports of 
^ a few 
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a^few interell^d individuals to millead ^thek un* 
dcrftanQing* 

^After i palTage of not quite fix months, iho'ci 
banes to the^ future profpcrity of the provinccSj 
and to the peace and go'od government of the in- 
habitants of Bengal, landed at Calcutta, on the 
19th day of OEtober, '1774. At the very firft 
mceting^of the General Council to do bufinefs, the 
fifth'day after their arrival, a rigid, intemperate, 
and inveterate oppofition took place j not only to 
the motions of the Governor Genera), for the pur- 
pofe of carrying on the current bufinefs, but alfo 
■^thc moft fevere fcruiiny was made, as well as a re- 
" trofpeftive view taken, into the meafures of the 
late adminifVration. Meafures which had, in parr, 
'been recommended by the Coun of DiredVors, and 
the whole of which had been refered to them, for 
their approbation or dilproval, and with which the 
Majority had nothing to do, having no refponfibi- 
lity for their conftqucnces. But their intention to 
' drive the Governor General out of the chair, was 
'rancoroufiy purfued, if not openly avoiicd. 'I 
ihali, for the prefentj'^Jjars by my proofs of the 
nbovc aflertion, irl order to come dirtflly the 
true caufe of 'Mr. Francis’s writing the above Let- 
ter, fo honourably made a number in the appen- 
dix to the report of the Committee. 


The 
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The Majority having determined to ufe 
ineans in their power to remove Mr. €da(lings 
from the government, innumerable were the 
charges of crimes of all denominations, which 
thev coUeited aga^nft him, and fent home to 
the Miniftry, and to the Company, in every fidp 
that was difpatchcd, from their firft arrival in 
Oftober, 1774, to the failing of the Anfon in 
April, 1775, the lall Ihip of that fcafon from. 
Bengal; or, as Mr. Francis more quaintly cx- 
prefles it, “ by every mode of conveyance.** 

Such an accumulation of heavy charges, col- 
lefted together in fo fhort a lime, againft the Go- 
.vernor General, by men of fuch eflablilhed cha- 
ndlers as General Claveriog and Colonel Monfbn, 

» alarmed every body at home; and no arts were 
ncgledlcd to fcattcc and imprefs them on the 
minds of the people throughout the nation. 

The breach of treaty with the Princes of Hin- 
dooftan, by which the national honour was fulJied ; 

. the involving the country in a bloody, expenfive, 
^andendkfs war; the cniploying the Company’s 
airo> to extirpate, root out, and annihilate whole 
nations of people; the having, in the courft'of 
thirty month®, accumulated half a million of mo- 
ney, by every mode of oppreffion and peculation, 
for his own private ufe and emolument ; the pro*' 
-digious wafteof the Company’s treaTures, to gra- 
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tify the avarice of his friends and dependents, 
with innumerable other charges^ amafTed together, 
m*wholc volumes, in order to crufh the Governor 
General, by the \veight”^of t^eir accufiuionsj not 
one of which 'has been proved to this hour, or 
ever was intended to be proved, as I ihall make 
appear in the courfc of this Letter. 

If'*’ ' 

‘ It was foonTecn in Europe, that the new and old 
members in the adminiftrarion of the government 
of Bengal, would never draw;together, and conlc- 
qvicntly, parties were formed in fupport of both di- 
vifions. The Mintftry,who had created the Majo- 
rity, were bound to the frtchds of GcneralClavering 
and Colonel Monfonjtofupport them in their power, 
(for Mr. Francis, let him fay what he will, was 
loo infignihcant to be known or to be remembered 
in Europe j his importance grew out of his hav- 
ing a vote in the Council at Bengal, which turned 
the fcaie there) and the whole weighttof mini- 
fterial influence was thrown into the balance in 
Leadcnhall flreef, and a majority of the Diredlors 
wrought upon, to move.the.ProprIcrors at a Ge- 
neral Court, to addref* ‘the King to remove Mr. 
Haflings from the government of Bengal, but the ’ 
independent Proprietors, to their cverlafting ho- 
nour. at two general meetings, called expre^ for 
V the purpofe, reTored to condemn a man unheard, 
who had ferved them for tn-enty-fuur years, witii- 

out 
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out one /ingle criminal aft having been until 
that time brought againft him. 

i f . 

The friends of t^e Majority having failed in 
that mode of attack, and the influence of the Ge- 
neral's and Colonel's intcrefl: continuing to operate, 
the majority of the. Court ofDircftors had in 
charge to ufe the powys of their executive autho- 
rity, to endeavour to drive Mr. Haftings out of 
the chair, by the mere dint of their fcvcrity, of ob- 
fervation and condemnation of meafurcs, long 
fince paired, and molV, if not all of them, exa- 
mined and approved by thcmfclves, or their imme- 
diate predecelTorst but this tvas before they had 
come CO a knowledge, that the fupport of a par- 
ticular party of men m their foreign fervice, was 
necefiary to the prefervation of, and continuance 
in their own feats, at home. Bitter, cruel, unjulh, 
and pointedly fcvcrc, was every one of their Let- 
ters to Bengal, agalnft the Governor's formerly 
approved conduft, during the years 1775 

1776 -, -and nothing but a confcioufnefs of mno. 
cence, an integrity ot foul, and a refolution not be 
paralleled, could have fupported him againft the 
pitilefs pelting of fuch mcrcilcfs maflers. 

Ik September, 1776, ColonelMonfon died a d 
gave Tome time to the Governor General to * 
and corrc£t the Company’s deranged affairs 
-had, from^ Oaober 1774, 
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into gTc.-\t diCordcr, whilft ihc tv.o Icidmg men 
the majority of government, had noilung in their 
mi^ds, in ihcir heads, or it their hearts, but the 
(friving Mr. HaRings out of their way. Mr. 1 ran- 
cis, indeed, midi, belter ufc of his time, and lua 
temporary importance, to Icrvc himfelf and friends, 
as 1 may take occafion to mention At home, a 
fixed determination had taken place, that General 
Chvermg fiiould have the go%crnmcni as loon as 
poffihle, and a gentleman was fixed on to fill the 
vacancy caufed by the dcatlt of Colonel Monlbn, 
who had been Chairman of the Court of Direftors, 
and taken an a<S^ivc part agamft Mr Haftmgs 
However, he did not arrive at Bengal, until after 
the dcatli of General Clavering, who liad, m Au- 
guft, 1777, fallen a facnfice to diforders, brought, 
on fay an intcnfc application to an objeft which 
had kept his mmd conflantly d fiurbed, and his 
blood, m a. degree of fermentation, inevitably dc- 
ftru<Sllve to a man at General Clavering's advanced 
period of life, in fo incfcmcnt a climate. 

Christian chaniy compels me to hope, that 
General Clavenng and Mr Monfon firmjy be- 
lieved all the. idle ftories, that they heard of the 
condu^l: of M- Haibngs from mterefled men 
fatS^ifc, haw are we to account for their having 
adoptea them for their own, bj entering of them 
npon the face of the Company’s records, wrmmr 
accoiiMs of them to the Miniary and .their other 

friends 
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fnends ip Europe, and aiding, abetting, and pro- 
moting the circulation of them amongft all orders 
of men, throughout, not only this nation, and the 
qontment of Europe, but into the cabinets of all 
the Afiatic Princes, on thcpcninfula of Hindooflan? 
That they did fo, is certain , that injury done 
thereby to the intereft of this nation in Alia, is no- 
torious , and that the elFc&s of their aflertions^ 
continue to operate on the minds of Tome men in 
this country, are feen by many cxpre/Tions m the 
report of the Committee, where Mr. Francis con- 
flantly attends, and with hts ufual audacitj, con- 
fmues to alTerr, what he neither has, or can prove. 

Shall I then, ivho feel for the mangled honour 
pf an abfent man, be afraid to come forward in 
fupport of his innocence, becaufc the dead wanted 
charity, and the living are dnven on by principles 
which they dare not avpuch, to deftroy his charac- 
ter in the opinion of his Sovereign and fellow fub- 
j-fls ^ Never. Let party rage and malevolence 
fphe their venom, covered as 1 am m a coat of 
mail, formed of truth, I ftand invulnerable to all 
their poifoned fliafts , Whilft I go on to bare to 
tht*bone, the motives of the dead, and of the liv- 
ing, which induced, and continue to induce, the 
fo-mer, and the prefent two or three, who have 
linked together in the (pint of party, to blacken 
the unfpotted charafler of one of the grcaieft fub- 
jeds the Kng hath to boaft of. 
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The oppofition to every plan of Mr. fjaftings’ 
went on at Bengal, headed by Mr. Francis, and- 
Jup^rted by Mr. Wheler, and was continued tot 
e countenanced by the managers from home, un..) 
t'l the news arrived of the demife of General 
Clavering : then, and not till then, the fpirit of 
oppofition was difeontinued in Leadenhall ftreet, 
by orders from the weft end of the town. His 
competitor for the government having ceafed to 
exift, the abilities'and the integrity of Mr. Haf- 
tings, were allowed to have their due weight i tor 
thc^ time approaching, when the tcn.porary aift 
which appointed him Governor General for ilio 
affairs of the Company at 'Bengal, for five years, ' 
was about to expire, another aft -to continue him 
the chair for the year eighty, paffed into a law, 
with the confent of all patties.' ■ , i , . * 


_aburewh,ch had been heaped on Mr. Hafiings! 
rr, 1 „r '' ‘^“’’’^'•’'"’‘Icnce from home, from the 
f A of'1777, was not ob- 

Jerved to have entirely fubfided m Europe, as 

^on^ni^ashnown there that Genera, aa^ermg 
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(boner (bould the newGeneral arrive, buthe^vould 
join the oppofition, and that on the expiration of 
the regulating aft in 1779,, another would take 
place, fixing Mr. Francis in the government, fft)tn 
which moment the loaves and the filhcs would be 
all their own. * t » " , . ' ^ 

There were fcveral caufes that concurred to 
induce Mr. Francis to believe what he faid ; firfi, 
his being one of the Majority which had, for fo 
long a time, laboured the removal of the Governor 
General \ every fcntcncc in the Letters from Eu- 
rope, condemning the conduft of that Gentleman, 
implied commendation of his own : fccondly, the 
death of Colonel Monfon had brought him dill 
nearer to General Clavering, and it had grown in- 
to a cufiom, both at home and abroad, to link 
their names together, as men ficdfaflly fupporting 
one another : thirdly, Mr, Whelcr adhering, on 
his arrival at Bengal, 10 the fame inicreft, placed 
Mr. Francis at the head, of the party; and laflly, 
he conceived, that the Court of Direftors had, in 
many inftances, condemned the former conduft of 
the Goternor General tob pointedly, 'to give up 
thc*purruic of driving of him out of the .chair. 
All thefc circumflances, added to his vail felf- 
importance, formed the idea in his mind, that he 
was the fly on the wheel, who had railed all this 


Till 
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The next (htp>-thc' next (htp, and tjie nex$ 
•ffiip, thacffhould arrive, would molt certainly 
bring out his appointment to the government, 
The change of tone in the Letters from the India 
Houfe, recommending unanimity in their coun- 
cils, pafled unobftrved. Nothing would go down 
with Mr. Francis and his friends, but that his abili- 
ties were become fo neceflary to the prefervation of 
the Afiatic provinces, that Parliament would, 

(cn, pals an aft, to fix him with unbounded pow^ 
ers in the government. Sweet delufion of the 
mind! by which fo many of us become Generals, 
Admirals, Kings, and Emperors, Whit pity, 
that a little hximan certainty, in one moment of 
time, bhfis all our serial hopes, and drives us back 
upon ourfelvcs ' A packet over land arrived, 
and brought advice, that a temporary aft had 
pafied into a law, leaving things in Afia, for 
ptefent, juft as they were. 

Now, Sir, be fo kind as to turn back to Mr, 
Francis’s Letter to the Court of Diredlors, and fee 
with this honeft and fimple clue, which I have 
given to you, whether vou will not be able to dif. 
cover what turn of mmd he was in when he 
■wrote it. 

^ T-m/DunfneTu«rer*is acjhrellea to the Court 
of Dircftors from Bongil, as containing matter of 
imponant information in the affairs of the Com- 
*• pany 
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panjr, eoples were alfo fent at the iame'ume, to 
his private friends, and infcrtcd in all the daily 
papers, long before his own arrival. There was 
certainly a want o^ decorum in this, when it fs re- 
membered, that he charges them in tanequjvocal 
terms, with a conftant*dcviation from their true 
line of duty. TJiat is, whilft their Letters con- 
demned the conduct of one of their oldcft and 
moft approved fervants, and fupported the mea- 
fures of General Clavcrlng and himfelf, all was 
right; but when they returned to approve what 
they had no real catife to condemn, dirc£t abufe 
was all they had to expeft from Mr. Francir. 
He tells them he had, during the whole time of 
'his refiding in Bengal, fumilhed them, by every 
mode of conveyance, with every information in 
his power, and that he was about to quit ic- 
^Vhat further intelligence had he to communicate, 
but what they already knw ? for their advices from 
Bcngalj'which had lately come to hand, were of 
much later date than the lime he left that place. 
"Why then prefs fo hard for an audience with a 
body of men, whom, in^thclr corporate and official 
capacity, he had fo lately infulicd in the face of 
the nation ? Mr. Francis had gotten into tlieir fer- 
vice without their content, had made a princely 
Asv?iM\r.w h wwiiwiiv eihnroTiTrpbwTi'.r^, aw/ 
it without their pcrmiffion. In continu’ng Mr. 
HafiingJ in the government of their afiairs, no 
injury ^could be done to him, whole breech 

fmarted 
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The next fhlp, the' next fhip, and tjic next; 
ihip, that^’fhould anive, would moft certainly 
bring out his appointment to the government. 
The change of tone in the Lcitcrs from the India 
Houfe, recommending unanimity in their coun- 
cils, paffed unobferved. Nothing would go down 
with Mr. Francis and his friends, but that his abili- 
ties were become fo ncccfTary to the prefervation of 
the Afiatic provinces, that Parliament would, jkjj;, 
(on. pafs an adb, to fix him with unbounded povi^- 
ers in the government. Sweet dclufion of the 
mind 1 by which fo many of us become Generals, 
Admirals, Kings, and Emperors* What pity» 
that a little human certainty, in one moment of 
time, blafts all our xrial hopes, and drives us back 
upon ourfelves ! A packet over land arrived, 
and brought advice, that a temporary aft had 
pafiTed into a law, leaving things in Alia, for ih^ 
prefent. Juft as they were. 

• Now, Sir, be fo kind as to turn back to Mr, 
Francis’s Letter to the Court of Direftors, and fee 
with this honeft and fimple clue, which I have 
given to you, v/hcihcr you will not be able to dift 
cover what turn of mind he was in when he 
■wrote It. 

- Tiioucn the Lcircr is addre/Ted to the Court 
of Direftors from Bengal, as containing matter of 
important information in the affairs of the Com- 
*• pany 
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pany, eopUs were alfo fent'at the lame 'time, to 
his private friends, and inferted in all the daily 
papers, long before his own arrival. There was ^ 
certainly a want decorum in this, when it is re- 
membered, that he charges them in -unequivocal 
terms, with a conftant'dcviation from their true 
line of duty. That is, whilft their Letters con- 
demned the ednduft of one of their oldcft and 
moft approved lervants, and fupported the mca- 
fures of General Clavering and himfelf, all was 
right 5 but when they returned to approve what 
they had no real caufe to condemn, diredb sbufc 
was all they had to expeft from Mr. Francis, 
He tells them he liad, during the whole time of 
•his Tcficling in Bengal, fornilhcd them, by every 
mode of conveyance, with every information in 
'his power, and that he was about to quit it; 
What further intelligence had he to communicate, 
but what they already knew ? for their advices from 
Bengal,* which' had lately come to hand, were of 
much later date than the time he left that place. 
Why then prefs fo hard for an audience witira 
body of men, whom, in^their corporate and official 
capacity, he had fo lately infultcd in the face of 
the nation ? Mr, Francii had gotten into their fer- 
vicc without their confent, had made a princely, 
fortune in it without their complaining, 2nd hfc 
it wiihout their permiffion. In conthung Mr, 
Haftings in the government ‘of rAf/r no 

injury could be done to A/m, wAo/c fireech 
/maned 
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fmartca in his father’s febooi for h'» falfe con^ 
i\ru£tlon of Ploracc, many years after the Govern 
nor bad been rchdent at the Durbar of Coflim Ally 
Caw/fi, where, if his mind bad been bent on the 
accumulation of money, he might now have ri- 
valled certain Baronets in fplcndor, and not have 
been ill the way to have furnilbcd matter of falfe 
information to Mr. Francis. Was the poll of fe- 
cond in the Council Gcncnl, of Bengal obtained in 
five ^cars, from being a Clerk in the War Office, 
too iittlc for his ambition ? and was the continuing 
in the government too much for Mr, Haftings, af- 
ter thirty years Cervices ? But we muft make 
great allowances for a man, whofe confummate 
vanity induced him, in a fie of the fplecn, to quit 
fo important a ftation, to which he now looks back 
in the bittemefs of his foul I Such a man, in fuch 
a fituation, falling back by degrees, to his original 
rank and ftation of life, mull feel the mofl bitter 
pangs of malicious difappointmcnt. His pride 
makes him look down on his quondam acquaint- 
ance, who have not bcenfo fortunate t and ihofc 
with whom his vanity would inducer him to aflb- 
ciate, look down on him and he has nothing left 
for it, but to run to Wefiminfier, to play* at 
. queftionand command, whcie his fplcen is fed 
■with the idea, of his having fome importance left 
yet, bccaufc the ready anfwcrs he ’gives, gratifies 
the political mtemionsof men, who meft certainly 
hold him in contempt. 


* 'When 
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WiiEN you condefccnded, Sir, to afk him if he 
was the author of a Letter which appeared in the 
public papers, dated Calcutta, December the, 1 2th, 
1780, figned Philip Francis, 'it would not^have 
been much more degradation of* your dignity, to 
have put another queftion to him of the fame na- 
ture, viz. Whether 'he was, or was nor, the iden- 
tical Philip Francis, to whont a 'Letter had been 
addrefled by one Captain Price, charging him, in 
the moft pointed and direft terms, with having 
been guilty of every thing of which a gentleman 
Qiould have been afbamed, and publickly fold in 
the bookfdlers fhops of London and Weflminflcr, 
In what, Sir, would have confined the dlfTerence 
of the two quedions ? for, in my opinion, neither 
of them contain much parliamentary information, 
which I prefume, is the bufincis you have in 
hand. 

But my particular bultncfs with you. Sir, is to 
prove, that there is nothing new or finguUr in the 
famous Letter, No, 8, of your appendix ; for Mr. 
Francis entered Bengal with the fame lour fullcn 
determination, no: only to condemn the prior ad- 
mTniftration of Mr. Haftingj, bur to draw from 
It the fame gloomy conclufion, which occupied 
Hit.mmLwv hira 'hvv Cnjur*. 

Dircilors mull prepare themfebes to hear very 
(bortly, of the f nal rum and dcllru«Sion ot Bengal. 
1 fliall take my firfl quotation. Sir, from the very 
• firft 
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firft Letter that the Majority wrote to the Cour^ 
of DircAors, and tliatm a few days after their ar- 
rival at Cakuiia. It is, Sir, the laft paragraph of 
of 4 very long Letter, all in the fame ftilc of def- 
pondcnce, and I {hall contra(t*with it, a fcntcnce 
of the Letter you have thought proper to immor- 
talize.— With what jufticc to the Governor Ge- 
neral, or credit to the Committee, it docs not be- 
come me to determine. 


November 30, 1774* 

. ** Th£ true condition of this country cannot 
long be concealed j cfTcSls will be found be« 
fore they are accounted for. "When that hap- 
pens, we forefee no difliculty in determining by 
** what means, and by whofe mifconduil, a tich 
** and flouTjfhing ftate is reduced to the hazard, 
“ at leaft of beggary and ruin. The great and 
** abrmmg queftion will be, by v'hofe future fer- 
** vices, and by what future exertion of virtue and 
** ability, fuch a ftate can be recovered ? Cotn- 
“ mon men are not equal to the occafion. 

“ J. CLAVERING, 

“ GEO. MONSON. 

P. FRANCIS.'’ 


Calcutta; 
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Calcutta, December j2, 1780; 

A T tbe end of fix years* fince the inftitu- 
“ jLa. tion of th^ prefent government, the con- 
*' eluding ftatc of fa£ls h, that the men, whole 
•* conduft you have ib condemned, have never 
reefrived any ferious proof of your dilpleafure, 
but on the contrary, have been continued in 
“ truft and ftation by a new appointment ; and 
the principles and mcafures which you have 
** conftantly reprobated, have beenluffcrcd topre- 
v-ail and operate, from year to year, to their pre- 
** fent conclufion, in the face of your own orders 
** and inllrui^ions, againll the moft: ftrenuous op- 
** pofition in the Council 5 and notwithftanding 
the ftrongeft reraonllrancei both public and pri- 
“ vatc, accompanied with the cleareft explanations 
of the real ftate of affairs here, which have been 
** fent home by every means in my power, fince 
** my arrival in the country. Look back to the 
fituation of your affairs, as long as Sir John 
** Clavering’s efforts and mine, had weight enough 
to prcfcr^’c the peace of India, to which, in the 
firft article of our inftroftions, you ordered us 
** to fix our attention, and. compare it with that 
** to which an oppofitc policy, permitted, if not 
“ encouraged, "by jourfclvcs, has reduced them. 
“ Every llcp that led from one to the other, was 
« regularly marked to you as it teas taken , every 

“ event 
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Francis 10 the Court of Dircflors, after his arrival 
nt Bengal ; and the other an cxtrail from* ihcjafl: 
letter he Avrote them befottr he left it. I fiiall take 
occafion to give you fame farther mftanccs ot*this 
gentleman’s talent dt the pathetic. I mud own that 
it mahes me laugh, to fee fucli a man’s produc- 
tion, fo ferioufly taken op by a detached body of 
lawmakers frorp the awful Senate of Gre.at Britain, 
and brings to my mind a ftory I have heard of old 
Governor Boucher of Bombay, The old gentle- 
man was very fond of a compofidon of weak 11- 
^q^uor, much ufed by Europeans in Afit, called 
touniry beer. A European Captain of one of the 
Company’s fliips (who, by thebye, knew judas well 
what was proper for the prcfcrvaiion of the natural 
body in that country, as Mr, Francis doth of the 
means to preferve the political one) afked the Go- 
vernor why he drank fo much of that flow poifon, 
country beer- “ Very flow indeed,’’ replies the 
old man j ** 1 have ufed it ihcfe fifty years, and 
here I am yet”. — I know. Sir, that you love a fto- 
ry, will apply it properly, and excufe me the di- 
greflion. 

‘ I •MOST now, Sir, beg your patience, whilft I 
take a retrofpeftivs view, as far back as to the 
time ^our honourable Chairman made his laft and 
moft lucrative voyage to India, the proceeds of 
which, has enabled him to look down with a 
haughtincfs of cof.tempt on his fellows, not un- 
• O common 



common in fuch a charaftcr, and to take the lead 
35 a fi)ll*grown genuine Nabob, in bearding tlit 
oid and honourable families of the Kingdom. 

In the year 1765, Lord d'dc (fparc liis memo* 
ryj you’ his envious contcmporaric?, until you 
have convinced us, that fewer human frailties Invc 
fallen to your fltare, than were to found in the 
/<ompofiiion of that great man, and firftof Engliflt 
foldiers) arrived for the laft time at Kcngal, con- 
vinced by woeful experience, that the Princes of 
the country were not ro be trufted with the collec- 
tion and difpofal of the revenues, ^sithout invol- 
ving the provinces In perpetual war, anarchy, and 
defolalion. lie therefore procured from the King, 
or'Grcat' Mogul, Shaw Allum, the grant of the 
dewannee for the Company, and thereby fecured • 
the peace of Bengal, from that hour to this. Bui 
what human forefighi fhall f.ve ys from political 
blunders and milVakes, and the dreadful confe- 
quences of piwaie avarice and fraud, in the dif- 
burfcmencof public money ? His Lordfliip’s eftb 
mates of the annual receipts from the revenues, 
were candid, honeft, clear, and fair : And could 
he have bequeathed os his own fuperior fpirit, to 
have checked the difburfing hand, we had been 
fafe t but inftcad of that, he left behind him, grow- 
ing up to maturity, monfters of gigantic fize, 
whofe devouring maws the income of no revenue 
could fatiatc. • . 
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The hit war with CoITim Ally Cav,ti, had in- 
treafed the expences of the army department im- 
moderattly. His Lordthip had modelled it, pnd 
afcertained the fixed monthly expences pretty ac- 
curately. But afk your Chairman, v/ho it is that 
lhall draw a line for extraordinaricsor contingencies, 
in the dilburlemcnts of a vaft body of military 
men, who conceited that the wealth of the Com- 
pany, acquired by their prowes, was inexhauftible? 
You are. Sir, too well read in the hiftosy of con- 
quering ftates, and that of the human heart, not 
to know, that when g^encrak muft have their thou* 
fands, fubalwros will feuffie for their hundreds» 
Add what figures you plcafc to my numbers, the 
fafl: remains the fame j nor will you, oryourfriend, 
niillake the inevitable conclufion. 

The New Fort, an immenfe undertaking, had 
hitherto gone on but flowly; but now orders were 
received to perfect that, and to complete the canton- 
ments of Burrumpore, Dynapor^ Budge 'Budge, 
and other expenfive undertakings in the military 
department.' 


The managers at Home, from h'ls Lordihipk 
reprcfentations, had been felzed with a fpecies of 
that cnthufiaftic madnefs, which had neatly ruined 
the national credit m the year i yzo. Tha value of 
patronage tan high m Lcadenhall-Street » and the 
♦ P civil 
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civil lifV^ as well as the military, at Bengal, svas 
ovcrloadctl with new adventurers, from counfcllors 
to writers, and from generals to cadets. Every 
man put in for a (hare of the yicxhauftiblc mine of 
treafurc lately difcovcrcd at Bengal. 

Tnc government of that province was called 
upon to Twell the cargoes of the homeward bound 
Blips, to enable thcDircflors to divide amongft the 
Proprietors of the Stock, fomciinng in proportion 
to the ideas which had been formed of the advan- 
tages to be reaped from the acquifition of the dc- 
wannee. At the famic time they were enjoined to 
fuppott and fupply the PrcfiUcncies of Bombay, 
Madrafs, and Benccolcn, as well as the factors at 
China. AU this the immediate fuccefTor of Lord 
Ciive in the government, attempted during his ad- 
miniftratlon, unfil government was diftrefled in 
' every department, and the bonded debt at Bengal, 
was tunning faft up, including the dcpofits, to the 
uncommon amount of a m'llUon ftcriing. The ealy, 
well meaning difpofuion of this gentleman, indu- 
ced a relaxation of difcipline, both in the military 
and civil fervice j begot a habit of expence, and a, 
love for difijpaiion; which produced their cdnllant 
attendants, coUufive fraud, and peculation in office, 
in every department. This torrent of corruption, 
which he delivered over with the the governmenr, 
to his virtuous and capable fucccflbr, v/asmore than 
mere well natmed honefty was capable to Bern. 

*■ I pafs 
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I pafs particulars, to come at once to that^tremcn- 
dous vifitaiion the famine, which completed the 
difficulties and embarraffrnent of government.*^ If 
people are the riche^ of a nation, Bengal, at that 
dreadful period, loft a fourth of its lemporarj' 
wealth. 

In the end of I7t>5, Lord Clive had found thit 
at Bengal, the cxpences, remittances, and outgo- 
ings of every denomination, amounted to the fum 
of r,Soo,ooo/. per annum. In 1771, it amounted 
to 3,300,00c/. And the neat income never ex- 
ceeded 1,500,000/. Here is an annual dchcicncy of 
Soo,ooo/pcr annum. Your Chairman, Sir, afted in 
a very high ftation in the government, and had the 
command of the army at Bengal, for three years, in 
the very middle of that intcrefting period, that is, 
from the beginning of lyfiy, until the end of 
which was before the famine; will he fay that he 
felt a convidtion on his mind, that Bengal could 
not bear its then weight of expenccs ? Or on what 
other principle was it, that he moved firft, and 
fupported with ail his weight, in the Secret Com- 
« mittee, and in the Council, to draw bills on the 
Com*pany, againft their pofitive orders, for near a 
inilhon fterling, and then to get out of the country 
before their ijidlgnaiion could be fek ? 

To a man v/ho holds himrclf up for fo great and 
difintercftcd a reformer and a patriot, the obtaining 
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civii as v.1.11 ^5 ihc military, flt Kcijgil, ’?'a5 
overloaded vMth new ad\ enturers, from counfcliora 
to writers, and from generals to cadets Every 
man put in for a (hare of the yiexhauHiblc mine of 
treafure htely difcovctcd at Bengal. 

TitE government of that province tvas called 
Upon to ^ell the cargoes of the homeward bound 
ftwps, to enable theDirc^lor&to divide imongn; the 
Proprietors of the Stock, fomcthing m proportion 
to the ideas v/hich had been formed of the advan- 
tages to be reaped from tliC acquifiuon of the dc- 
wannec At the fame time they were enjoined to 
fupport and fupply the PrcfiUenctes of Bombay, 
Madrafs, and Bencoolen, as v;ell as the faftors at 
China Ail this the immediate fuccenbr of Lord 
Clive in the government, attempted during his ad- 
miniftration, until government v as diftrefied m 
every department, and the bonded debt at Bengal, 
was running faft -up, including the depofits, to the 
tiDCommon amount of a million flcrhng The cafy, 
well meaning difpofmon of this gentleman, indu- 
ced a relaxation of difciplmc, both m the imhiary 
and civil fcrvice j begot a habit of expence, and a* 
love for difnpation , which produced their cdnftant 
attendants, coUufive fraud, and peculation m office, 
m every department This torrent of corrapaon, 
which he delivered aver with the the governmenr, 
tohis virtuous and capable fucceffor, s/asmore than 
mere s/eU natured honclfy t/as capable to Hem. 

1 pafa 
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I pafs particulars, to come at once to tliat^trenien- 
dous vifitation the famine, which completed the 
difficulties and embarraffment of government-^ If 
people are the richej of a nation, Bengal, at that 
dreadful period, loft a fourth of its temporary 
wealth. 

In the end of 1765, Lord Clive had found that 
at Bengal, the expenccs, remittances, and outgo- 
ings of every denomination, amounted to thefuin 
of 1,800^000/. per annum. ■ In 1771, it amounted 
to 3,300,00c/. And the neat income never ex- 
ceeded 4,500,000/, Here is an annual deficiency of 
800,000/per annum. yourChairman,Sir,a£Icdm 
a very high ftation in the government, and had the 
command of tlie army at Bengal, for three years, in 
the very middle of that intercfling period, that is, 
from the beginningof 1767, until the end of 1769, 
which was before the famine; will he fay that he 
felt a conviftion on his mind, that Bengal could 
not bear Us then weight of expenccs ? Or on what 
other principle was it, that he moved firft, and 
fupported with all his ivcight, in the Secret Com- 
• mittee, and in the Council, to draw bills on the 
Company, againfi their pofitiv'e orders, for near a 
million fterhng, and then to get out of the country 
before their indignation could be felt ? 

To a man v/ho hQtd<» him&If up for (b great and 
difmtercfted a reformer and a patriot, the obtaining 
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s riianiifl of conveyance for a p’lft of Ith'own im- 
.menfe fortune, to the atmofl riiin of the men in 
wh^ifc fcrvicc he acquired it, could never liavc been 
bis real motive. » 

Tnt managers .at home, had fpeculated deeply 
tbcmfclves in the China trade ; and their ftriigglcs 
to keep miniftcrial inHuence out of Lcadcnhal!* 
Street, had coll much private and public propcrij'. 
Th^y were falling into arrears with government, 
with the bank of England, with the freight own- 
ers, and'Nhh their tradcCmcn, when the bills front 
' Bengal, broke over their heads like a thunder ftorm. 

Ik fuch critical fitoations, a change of hands in 
the minlClcfial department. Is what all governments . 
fly to for relief. Mr. Hallmgs was ordered from 
Madrafs, to take the governmcnl of Bengali not 
hecaufe the reigning Governor wanted either in- 
tcgriiy or abilities for his' ftation, but there arc 
diftrelling fituatlons in human affairs, to which 
governments arc, from various caufes, reduced, 
which require great maflers in political ’exertion to 
' * repair. (1 heVirje^ Sir^ tbaiiou «•/// ned trjent to that * 
arki) When Bengal was to be conquered, and 
tc-conquered, Clive, the immortal Clive, was the 
man, but he would himfclF, if nowalive, yield the 
. palm for political abilities, to Governor Haftings. 
Turn, Sir, to the Company’s records (if political 
jnveftigation be part of your prcfenc enquiry) and 

infoffn 
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inform t^ie public fairly, v/hat meafures I^r, Hafi 
tings purfucd for immediate relief. He turned the 
channel of remittance, svhich amounted to three 
hundred thoufand pounds per annum, fent out of 
the Bengal currency, to pay the troops in Sujah ul 
IDowlah’s country, to an tnHux of double that fum 
for years together, from the Vizier’s dominions in- 
to the Bengal provinces, befides obliging that am- 
bitious, artful, but timerous Prince, to maintain a 
full third of the Company’s army, to guard his 
country, and form a barrier for him, which he had 
neither the abilities or fpirli to do for himrclf— 
Though this was the man that your friend, the 
mijlcr roll General, \?a«, or a 0 e£lcd to be, afraid 
of, four or five years before, -when he called out 
for a deputation, which coft the Company immenfe 
fums to carry' into execution. Perhaps Mr. Haf- 
tings owes the prefent fplccn of ihc man towards 
him, 10 the ncccflicy he was under of fhewing the 
pufilUnimity of the mcafurc. Mr. Haftings en- 
tered on the government in April 1772: he had 
the rcfolution to Hop the whole of the King’s fti- 
prnd in the Company’s coffers, who had wilfully 
remoNcdout of their proteflion, and was plotting 
\.iiS ihcir enemies to diflurb their quiet, and to re- 
duce the Nabobs a full half. The great invcft- 
r’tms fur Europe were continued, and incrcafcd ^ 
the ftipplics and remittances to the Company's 
o'hcf fettlemer.ts, were carefully tranfmitted. But 
X will produce a paper drawn up by a gentleman, 

whofr 
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» thinvl ofct nvfp-« fora p,r[ of |,u•o^^^ im. 

rworcfononr. ,o ,o!o of .I.rmcn m 

'.I^irc fcrvirt hr acquireJ it, oouIJ n:% rr i.a-.-c been 
luj real motive. , 

Titt mantp-ri at boxe. I..J r,,«oI„r.J o'r-plr 
ibrm'clve. m tl.c China traJr., and ihri, 

r"-'"'" I-'--'-"''''’"- 

Sucel, !ud «n nutcl, private and public projettj. 
rhtv were falling i„,o a.rcat. «!,1, govlrnmtm 
“f Rnel’-'d. with the freight own! 

b’^'v billi from 

mreal. btoVc otortheir head. I.hea.hundrr Hotm 

III foch ethical liniations. a change of hands in 
the m>n,ncr.al department, i.what aU nm-e 

tCEdt.or abXrfor r/naTi '^T 

Oiftrelling Iltuadon, in humTn !ir 
E'vernmenu are from v. • “ which • 

»h!ch require greac manera in polifcf e,"-'^"'’* 
t^Pt.r a irfcr. Sir. rtojea "> 

rmcri.) When Bengal ,oT ' 

rc-conqucrcd, Clive th- imn. ' and 

-^“he’wouldhim^er Tr™ "■= 

palm for polniea, abilities m r 

Turn. Sir, to the Corned’ • Hanings. 

invefiigation be part of v I'*' political 

'purt of your prerent enquiry) and 
inform 
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rupees, of the heavy debt due by go^cfnmcnt at 
Ins accefilon the whole is advcrtifed to be paid^ 
and IS m actual courfe of payment, there being fuf- 
flcient for that purppfe m the treafury » fo that in 
2 •776, there will not be a finglc incumbrance on 
this government The lavings, and the new 
fources of revenue, anCng to the Company from 
his good management, amount to one hundred 
and fevenlackand fifty thoufiind rupees ( 1 07,50,000) 
per annum Dunng his adminiftration, the in* 
land trade has been open to Europeans, natives, 
and men of every d-nomination , the greatelf pro- 
reftion and encouragement given to inland, as well 
as to foreign traders , by \/htch means the trade of 
this country has greatly incrcafed fincc his acccinoa 
to the chair He is the firft Governor who has 
new modelled the form of government, bj efta- 
bhlhing falutary lav/sand regulations, for the ad- 
miniftratjon of )ullicc n the country courts, for 
conducting the reicnue bufinefs, ard for the in- 
ternal government and police of this country The 
bufinefs of adminiftration has b^'cn by him unra- 
velled, and branched out into different depart- 
ments Ic has been dvfemangled from that perplexi- 
ty and confufion m which it was enveloped He 
has retrenched all unnecefiary charges , he has 
formed cflabltfhments for allihc different cxpenccs 
of government, which being checked and con- 
trouled in th“ moft r gid manner, it is no longer m 
the po\\er of tlioie who difburfe the money of the 
public, to defraud or impofe on th-ir employers 

‘‘ Jlcady 
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** Hcr^dy moneyaflually re- 
ceived into the Cakutw trea- 
furyi on account of the trea- 
ties made with the Nabob • of » 

Oude, in various kinds of Ks. 76,00,000 

Remaining due from the t. 

Nabob of Oude, part of which 
, is a^lualiy on the road to Cal- 
cutta ■ — — — 14,00,000 

"Which adds to the ctrcula- 
ViDTj '■m o^^ptcic,Sce- 

ca Rupees of Oude — • 90,00,000. 

Or Current Rupees 95t2<5,549 3 1 

Which fum of Rupees, 

95»’^>649 3 6, valued atihc 
exchange of as. ad. it will ap- 
pear that Mr. Haftings has 
added to the real wealth of 
this country ^11032,042 16 

Beils -paid of by Mr. Hajiings i ‘ 

On his acceflion, the bond- 
ed debt amounted to the fum 
of Cur. Us. 135,39,960, with 
ititereft, of which he has aU 
ready paid _ 

The 



{ 43 ') 


' “The remainder is advertifed 
to be paid off, is in a£tual 
courfe of payment,, and there 
is fufiicient money to dif- 
charge it, fet apart for that 
purpofe 

f 

Total bonded debt dif- 
charged by Mr, Haftings — 

Add the debt due to the 
claimants on the reAitution, 
totally liquidated and paid off 
by Mr, Haftings — 

Of the compcnfaiion to 
pol, Monro, has been paid 

Total debts liquidated by 
by Mr. Haftings 

Valued as above, at the ex- 
change of 2s. ad. amounts to 

/fnraa/ end r.nc feurees 

cf rrccrut^ 

Cempar^, frsn ilg m3''a^e~ 
runt cf il/r. Hejltrp : 


64»26,55? 

>35.39>9S<? 

13,00,000 

1,74,00!? 

150,13,96? 

^.i,6j6,5i2 


«» Savings 



Savings on the civil and • 

military cftahlifliments •— 45»oo,ooo 

KcvcnuearifingtothcCom* . 
pany from faU — — 20.00,000 

Ditto on opium •— — *• 5,00.003 

Board of cuftoms, all inland 
chawkics, or petty cuftom- 
houfes, aboHlhcd, which v/crc 
a fourcc of great vexation and 
oppTcffvon to the tutivea, and 
the duties collcftcd by the 
board of cuftoms, with eafe 
to individuals, producing to 
government more than ever 
they did - — -» 4,00,000 

Bs. 74,00,000 


Increafe on the Calcutta 
Cullonis, which muft be an 
incontrovertible proof of the 
increafe of trade during Mr, 

Haftings’s adminiftration — 2,50,000 

Savings to the Company by 
the expence of a brigade being 
defrayed by the Nabob of 
Code 


31,00,000 
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“ Total amount of annua! 
favings, and nev/ fources of 
revenue, arifing to tlic Com- 
pany ^ ■ 107,50,000 

"Which fum of Cur. Rs. 

107,50,000, at as. ad. each ^ ^ 

Cajb cr.i Jiores fuppliti th: 

Compares ether fcitlementSt 
fince the occejfm of Mr» 

HeJiingSt injpril 1772, to 
the z^tb cf OSIiher 

Cur.Rs; a. p. 

ToBombay 50,26,377 14 o 

Fort Marl- 
borough 2,50,591 4 3 

Balamban- 

gam 10,11,741 12 9 

Canton — 3,00,000 o o 

Total fent our, Cur.Rs. 66,15,710 15 o 

Which at the exchange of 
:s. 2d. ii _ _ ^.717, 027 o 45". 
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y the foregoing paper, Sir, yon have a fair sc- 
count of vxcFtions, and inftinccs of a vigorooR re- 
form in adminiftration, brought round in shcfpacc 
of ihVcc years, that would have faved the Compa- 
ny, andreftored their afiaira in' every part of the 
globe : But the die was caft, and nothing that Mr. 
Haftings had done, or was about to do, could be 
known time enough tn Europe, to ftop for a mo- 
menr, the hue and cry gone out throughout the 
land, againft all forts of perfons that had ferved in 
India. Seleft and Secret Commiiiccs had been 
formed by the Houfe of Commons: Your prefent 
Chairman, now a virtuous inquifitor, was then 
deemed a culprit. Some parliamentary chaftift- 
tnent, in a certain purgatory, has purged him of 
all his dcfcft<, and he is become a new man. How 
pure and immaculate Mr. Haflingo pafied that fiery 
, ordeal, you know, Sir, better than I do. I only- 
know that when bis whole fcopc of condudt, as a 
public and private man, fliallbs fairly laid before 
the nation, no friend of his wiU have caulc to 
blu(h for any aftion of his life. But a man fo fi- 
tuated, muft have numerous enemies. The lofs of 
lucrative pofts and employments to fome, and the 
refufal of them to others, however necefiary in «the 
true difciplinc of government, is remembered with 
rancour and fpleefi for years to come, and not only 
creates, but mulcipTies enemies j whilft all the good 
things a gentleman in high ftation has todifpofeof, 
are funk, and filcntly forgotten in that boitomicfs 

. pit 
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pit aild fink of ingratitude, a man's own import- 
ance, and felf imagined merit. * 

When the reports of the Committees came out, 
it appeared that Mr.‘ Bolts’s induftry had operated 
in the manner that fome think Mr. Francis’s will 
do now. Your Chairman knows v/hat kind of 
men the Armenians, or pretended agents, of Mr. 
Bolts, were, and how Bolts himfelf bad cited in 
India, as well as I know how Mr. Francis hasafied 
there. Give us but a fair inveftigation into the 
Governor General’s conduit, it will (bon defiroy 
the cfTcdlsofthis your partial taking up. 

Though I deteft and abominate the principles 
on which Bolts has afted in every part of his life, 
• and ,am convinced that he is now mlQeadtng the 
Germans, as heretofore the Englifh, yet I will not 
infulthis undcrftanding, by comparing his mercan- 
tile and polwical knowledge in the affairs of Hm- 
dooflan, with that of Mr. Francis. Born with a 
talent or faculty of learning languages, he acquired 
with facility, the inoft difficult, whether of the 
dead or of the living, mlefe time than moft other 
men. To this rare accompliflrment, he added an 
invincible pcrfevcrancc of indufiry, and cunofiry 
of invefiigation. Go on Ihorc where he wjU, in 
EwDpe or in ATta, het^^Ks ujfn the raiers of the 
land in their own tongue, and draws his informa- 
tion from the fountain head. What an advantage 
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is this to an entcrpnfing gcniiis ! I wSHi fomcoociy 
was at 4tand» who has more linowlcdgc of thd 
man than I have, to Gnifli the charailer, by afiert- 
ing that he poflenrs an honeft heart. 

See Mr. Francis on his arrival at Bengal, filling 
at his writing dells', wrapt up in the icleaofhis hav- 
ing become the fifth pare of a king, taking his po- 
liucai information from a Banyan/ ftanding and 
bowing at awful diftance. and no better verfed in 
the Engliih language, than the famous talking par- 
rot at Wood’s Hotel, under the piazza in Covenc 
Garden ; or at beft from fome difappolnted fervile 
countryman, whofc fplcen to the Governor Gene- 
ral, betrayed him into giving iniercfting or falla- 
cious advice. Then attend this important man, fij 
inftfu£ted, to the council chamber ♦, and hear him, ' 
the fifth day after his arrival, difputing aga'mftj' 
and over-ruling the political knovdedge of the 
Governor General. But furcly we have now done 
with experiments, and’thall fend no more full grown 
politicians from war offices, or other offices, to 
mangle the King's Engliih for months together^ 
before they can obtain for themfelvcs a glafsofcold 
water, much lefs fufficicni to carry on the affairs 
of government, without being dupes to the paffions 
of fome dcfigningand imerefted individuals, whofe 
• buGnefs vt is to deceive them, as was really ihe fate 
of this majority. If it would be deemed highly ab- 
furd, to fend an ambaffador to a foreign court, 
t without 
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^ithout.iinderflanding one word of the language ' 
of the country, is it Icfs fo to fend men to govern a 
vaft empire, who arc etjually ignorant ? 

But the Company had pafied the rubicon; in 
engaging to pay to government, 400,000/. more 
than they could at that period afford j and at the 
fame time makegood theexpefted dividend to the 
Proprietors, and fupport their expenccs at home 
tind abroad. The famine, which, throughout the 
natjonj was thought to have been caufed by an 
avaricious monopoly, and keeping-up of the grain 
by the Company’s fervants at Bengal, had Ibfoured 
the temper of the very beft men in this kingdom, 
againft all orders of Indians, that the noble Lord 
in the blue ribbon (as in times gone by, ^7as the 
’ appellation he was known fay) might, if he had 
been fo inclined, have proferibed every denomina- 
tion of his countrymen at Calcutta ; But he is 
neither fanguinary, avaricious, ungenerous, mali- 
cious, or vindiftivc. His foibles have been the in- 
herent weaknefs of the greateft men in all agesj 
fond of power, he was obliged to lioop to fome 
unavoidable compliances to keep it. The patro- 
nag^of the weft was flipping through his fingers, 
and the moment was propitious tofupply its place 
by that in the caft. "With affairs fo circumftanccd, 
and the Company prefied on all fides (more from 
the impatience of their lordly creditors, than a 
want of real ability, could they have been indulged 
\ • E with 
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. a little time) to pay their debtt, they were 
Obliged to apply to government for relief; and the 
property wh.ch ought, in juftiee, never to have 
been extorted from them, was lent them for a 
■me But m that evil hour, the minifterial chain 
ot tnauence encircled them roundabout. A fetof 

aTOaran * “"d 'be dreadful 

outofthc-°. “r°"'‘™“'j“‘*‘“' inftimtion paid 
added '“"•both independent of them, 

» / r *50.000/.-; 

Jlmmt ‘^‘’^’-rqlTid dram. 

PhS^F^'acifrccf®’ "'“"'■o"- -“JM- 

England in the Spri„7oTr«a^-''’' 

provided by governmLr Ibips, 

'd by King’s Lieute - 0“mmand- ' 
'ooLt a fl^: Company had 

guladng A£kf '."•’“7 'bem by the Re- 
don in their own tWor'^ '''ilHngly to the exporta- 

Comuch mdchiefto 'h^pr”'" '™h. 

fc „j, ,, 

Great order, peace, and kC“' "‘"‘"“bed w„hr 
""f. in reward f r.rour a'Tr'’ "’-blnr.. 

----rv,ees.had;:::;--a.. 

‘by ^ 
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by being in the aft denominated Governo; Genci- 
ral, inftead of the former appellation of Governor 
and Prefident of the Council > but his power and 
influence was as effcftually done away, as if he had 
been difmifled from the fervice ; except the chance 
of furvivorfltip, which ultimately faved the Com* 
pany in Bengal. 

I MUST for a moment wander Into the /hade of 
Conjefture, but it /hall not be for a long continu- 
ance, Or drained beyond the bounds of extreme 
probability. Ideal fcppofidon, void of found rca- 
ibnlng, and foaring into the regions of fiftion, be- 
yond the ken of polBbihiy, I leave to Mr. Francis. 

4 

Before thetriumviratc had left Europe, it had 
'become a general and prevailing opinion here, that^ 
a gcntlcmaa who had held the government of Ben- 
gal for three years, would be no way difpleafed at 
having a decent opportunity given him to return 
home, in order to enjoy the immenfe fortune, 
which the bountiful people of this country always 
bellow on them. What contributed fo the fixing 
thefe ideas in peoples minds, was the fingular efr- 
■cumlfance, that no: one man had continued in the 
chair at that Prefidcncy, full three years, fince we 
had been obliged to conquer that country in fclf 
defence. 
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Th^ Regulating Aft had appointed the Govei"' 
nor and Couned for five years; but the Governor, 
or either of the Counfellors, might refign if they 

pleafed ; though no provifion was made to fupply 
a vacancy, however caufed, but by an appeal thro’ 
the Company to the King, and by this overlight, 
the Miniftry, in fome meafure, defeated their own 
intention, of governing Bengal in future, by a fet 
of their own creatures; for providence interpofed, 
and gave back, the government into the hands of 
the man of the Company’s own choice. 


atihnim “‘"''"■’S ivas. as I have Jurard,. 

Uhe time he left England, m the fifty-feventh year 

'of a lav!’ inpoflcLn 

•«ry inhisfortune: Wo^uldt" tZZcTf- 

have gone to India, had he conceived thatheftouS 

ave to flay five years for the government; 

an army i"‘I"dTi!®L“rroolriln^! 

have kft would !!t’ 

had a regiment in the Kinv°s"fi 

therefore, that he would nor I. ^ '^°Sclude 

-hhtheideaofwZ?fi“J:‘‘''"r®‘>““Afia, 

'^-Hivtdfolongtruttt^a^'^'^^ 


As 



( 53 ) 

As to Mr. Francis, circumftanced’ and ruuaifd 
in life as he was, io,oeo/ pet annum, waswonh' 
going any where for. 


It has been afTerted, and in fome degree I be- 
lieve it was true, that on their arrival in the river 
of Bengal, fome furious malcontents got round 
them, and mifreprefonted every circumftance of 
Mr, Hafbngs’s public and private conduiTr, as hav- 
ing a ftrong bias to the gratification of his bound- 
Icfs avance. Thefe men bad been vexed and dif- 
appointed, by the Governor’s fehemes of economy 
in his hte arrangements. But it is contrary to eve- 
ry man’s experience, nay, k is conuary to nature, 
to fuppofe that the Majority, compofed of old 
and experienced men, trammelled in the ways of the 
court, the camp, and ihc city, would inftantly im- 
bibe the prejudices and paffions of Grangers, (amn- 
fuenttd fo to dOt by feme private vikvs of their omUf) 
againft a man in fo high and important a ftation, 
v.ith whom they were to ail in the aSairs of go- 
vernment, and whofc charailer, to ufc their own 
words, flood fo high in the opinion of the world.” 
h5«, iTowet er, no Icfi fingtllar than tnje,ihat the three 
new genilemcnncvcrdid fit down to afocial orfriend- 
iy meal with the Governor, except on the firft day 
that they landed *, and even in the evening of that 
day, florlfs were circulated about the town, of thdr 
being highly difappointcd and dilguflcd, at the 
’ * manner 
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manntr of their reception* with remarks and cir- 
cumftances fo contemptibly b„. and pitifully mi- 
ute. that was as far beneath them to counte- 
‘ certainly did the follow- 

g days, as it is for me to repeat, or for you to 
hear. But the mind of man is reniefsly iLuifi. 
tive , An intVant breach' between the two members 
of theoldadminiftration, and the three meniL. 
which were to comnlere u , . . 

direft the nem ’’“'tilaers, 

rect the new government, was knowh. and talked 
of.n.hebttlement,evenbefotetheyme\rnc:u^^^^ 

Induced thlm m -"d-idusl 

fliought was the caufe ^ “’'f 

£'S:S’SF*f “-tSS 

original caufe for the'lhlT 
cnndua of the Majority towardsTh^" "'^"“^'"ary 
neral. No men could know ll, Ge- 

C'ty did. who had left England'r 

g "d Id recently, how 

of die 

highly , 
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IiigWy inflamed the minds of all orders of men in 
this kingdom, wereagainft their fellow lubjtftsin 
Afia. Their peculation, and, in the cafe of Bolts, 
violent proceedings, had been brought home to di- 
re£t proof, (which your Chairman, Sir, ought never 
to forget,) and the caufes of the famine were laid 
dire<flly to their account. Nor did it cfcapcthe 
Majority, that if it fliould fquare with their poli- 
tics, to write whom any the mofl: infamous ac- 
counts of the conduft of the managers they found 
in India, it v/ould in general be believed here. But 
to come to what I think was the two leading and 
true caufes of their pofttlvc and declared refoluiion, 
of making Mr. Haflings fo uneafy In the govern- 
ment, chat he fiiould not long continue m their 
way. 

TuEvhad, Sir, on their paflage out, flopped at 
Madrafs, where Mr. Hafting$*s true chara^er was 
ivdl known. There, to ibcir aflonifiiment, they 
learnt, that during his whole life, he had fhewn 
the moft open, difintcrelled, and real contempt of 
money. ITtac thehumaniry and.foigivcncfs of his 
difpofiiion, enabled him to corrcfl abufes in go- 
vernment, withou: making to himfelf many ene- 
mies •, and that his’chaniy was fo boundlcfs, and 
his heart fo open to every attack from mifcry and 
diUrtf^, thatichad always kept him without much 
command of money , and that he was at that rim? 
Known to be fo far from having made a fortune. 
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that he had not cleared olF Tome incumbrances, 
which liung on him during his whole Kay at 
Madtafs. 

Hab I your power. Sir, and his ptrmiffion, I. 
could go into a talc of/aSs and circumftances, of 
his high generofity and lihnianity, infupportofthc 
alTertions of the Madtafs inhabitants, as fhould 
leave not an unhelievcr, as to this part of his cha- 
rafter, in this kingdom, your'pifinl friends and 
their Jttpperters always eneepted. 

. a . 

. Oh \.ht\T way from Fort Sc. George to 'Bengal^ 
the triumvirate had rime toniminaie on what they 
had heard from all forts of people during ibeir ftay 
at^Madrafs. Perhaps no rcfolotlon was formed, 
until on their firft arrival in the river. General 
Clavering was vifited by an old and hlver headed 
fage of his former acquaintance. This man was, 
from recent difputes with the Governor, furious 
agamil him to a degree of ntadnefs ; and the fhips 
being many days coming up to town, full time 
was given to infufe his own ideas into the Majority. 
He had, though not then in the Company’s fer* 
vice, a competent knowledge of the political ff..ua- 
rion of their affairs. He gaverin a lift of names, 
pf every man of eminence m the fwvice, and placed 
their charaaers oppofite, drawn through the mift 
pf his own inaamed paffions. Wuh fuch an in- 
ftrutn?nt in their poffcffion, they landed. Not n 

maq 
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?nan v?as fuffered to approach them, butfuch'as 
were recommended by this violent ftatefman, who 
was appointed the General’s Perfian trandator} and 
who was conddered by the whole part)’, as the 
jiremer of the new government. No friends of Mr. 
Hading'!, either black or white, could come neat 
them 5' nor dare a word'of truth,- or moderation, 
enter their doors : they were as completely Air- 
rounded by fpies and informers, as any the moft 
weak Prince mentioned in hiftor)*, has been in his 
palace. No finglc ftep was taken by the Governor, 
in his public or private capacity, but what was di- 
reftly mifreprefented. Even his virtues were 
turned againft him, without a particle of pride, of- 
tentation, or vanity, in hiscomporuion.' His neg- 
lect of ftateand parade, which he copied from the 
good man his predeceflbr, as congenial with his 
own feelings, had begot a freedom’, cafe, and neg- 
Icft of ceremony, in the miViwry and civil depart- 
ments of ftaie, and in the ofliccrs of his houfeholdi 
that was called fear of cxafling his right to kingly 
^rcfpcfl, from a confeioufnefs of guilt. WhilAhe 
thought of nothing but how the gentlemen fliould 
be .brought on (bote vmh tafe and convenience, 
anchbe politely and refpcftfully received, by fome 
members of the then odminiftration, at a landing 
place near the government boufc, our MaebivaeJian 
CounfcUor was pointing out to them the horrid 
neglofk, and prcmidhated infulr, of their not being 
pfliercd through thcNcw Fort, in all the pomp pf 
^ • • military 
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military parade and exhibition. The very (iJence 
of the people, tvatfaid to have been the effeftt of 
management; as ,f a„y being could have 

mfluence enough to reftrain the huzzas, and other 
ymptp of applaufcin forty thoufand of the 

Calcutta. Inthcmterim'Mr’S 
Bad his intention to lay befor^^^'"®' 

meeiing of Council, a reLfnSf 

“oafu-es. and future 0^1 

«hcfof,he Company’s^mh the 

and ADa, and wrh^l, Europe 

•'■at he had nenhe *clared, 

--..ontilihet^--;-^^ 

•'"nor at Madra'fsT hfp'rt7 '’7 °Pt'><GQ. 

Pahticand premature, .fcctra, 

‘“•'"■aininthe chair.ts 

antj 
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and countrymen, (the* only crime I ever with juf- 
tice heard laid to his charge*,) the inceOant affu- 
ranees of the new Miniftcr to the Majority, that 
if they would begin the attack, he would furnlfli 
the proofs of the Governor*^ guilt, and thereby 
enable them to drive him out of the chair j do 
certainly furnilh \is wiiR' fome leading clue, for 
finding oUc the caufe of their fudden and violent 
enmity, to every adion of Mr. Haftings, and the 
late adminifiration. 

Without intention to criminate the dead or the 
living, I am inevitably Jed, by my defire to defend 
the honour of an ablent and innocent min, agalnfl 
the eficA) of the barbarous infinuatlons held up In 
your report, I Ihall, rcgardlefs of confequences to 
niyrdf, of private or public rcrentment, probe 
fafls to the bottom, in (carch of motives to ac- 
tions, that are not other ways to be accounted 
for* 

* ** We pretest no* to look into the knni oF whm, but'iveei- 

ertirc the right allovred to all manHioI, of |jJgingof intention* 
{• by faflt." 

defence of charscjasaiall Cotemor Gen. Jbflingt, by 
J. Claretiog. 

I Gco. Montbn. 

P. Franc**. 

K n t^obaJ authwvonnhichtoe'UbliCi a light of exjmi* 

auij t!i<irin'enticni by f^r. 


I THINK 
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1 tkIkk then that General Clavering had in him 
ftrong fymptoms of that vice of old age, avarice. 

I have heard that when he left England, his regi- 
ment in the King’s fervice, was continued to him i 
his finecurial government not takert away j his pri- 
vate fortune ample; his civil and military appoint- 
ments in the Eaft India Company’s fervice, amounr- 
ed to iS.oool. per annum; (confiderably more 
than the immortal Clive ever had given to him by 
this country, or by the Company ;) yet that he did 
from the Itland of Madeira, on his may to India, 
foUcit the India Company for more. 

GenraaL Clavering might cafily calculate how 
much his fevere economy would have enabled him 
•to fave in five years, from his 16,000/. per annum t 
but it is nor in the nature of avarice, lo feci con- 
tented with limited ideas of acquiring wealth. 1 
ncilher fay, or intend to bcunderftood to mean, that 
General CUverutg was not a man of rigid honcfiy s' 
*1 hat he would nor rob n wcafury, or sake even a 
fiapence which was nor legally his right, I mofi: fc- 
rlouily believe ; But the Governor’s faiary exceed- 
ed his, by the tempting fum of 9000/. a year-. 
And there arc facinations which encircle the plSni- 
tude of power, that fubdoe the minds of the foils 
of men m fucli a manner, that it will requite rlie 
who'c grace and mercy of heaven, to .Gvc fomc of 
m (torn peiJnion. Add 10 iliis, tint lie iia-d fecn 
I-arily on record, and hcatd every day from tlic 
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lips of tradition, that a certain predeceCbr in the 
command of the Bengal army, (look round you. 
Sir,) had, in the fpace of three years, feraped to- 
gether, without ever having feen a public enemy, 
more than double of the whole of his five years aW 
lowancc. i 

( ^ I ) ■' 

Colonel Monfon left no Fortune behind him in 
Europe, to accumulate In his ablence. He was a 
man of high and hoPpitablc houfehold expcnce j and 
To determined againft receiving of prefents, that he 
would not only not touch a nazier, (a few filvcr 
rupees, or perhaps a gold mahor, always prefented 
by country gentlemen, according to their rank, on 
their firil Introduction to their fuperlors, as a mark 
of refpeCk, the rcfufal of whicb,h 3 ih ever been deem- 
ed a kind of infuUto, orfoolilh deviation from, 
the cftabUrtied ufages or cuftoms of the country,) 
but fent back to a well meaning EngUfhmao, a 
piece of fed beef, prcfcnicd, bccaufc not to be 
bought in the common markets. With fuch de- 
termination againftthe very feraps of homely bri- 
bery, and princely notions of the nccellity of the 
pomp and parade of (late, equal to his idea of hts 
raftk, what, at fo expcnfivc a place as Calcutta, 
could the Colonel fa\c out of 10,000/. per annum? 
Pofitivcly nothing.* 

Trte 


• *' la obtJieace the prolu'> t*o*j in the Aft Pirlur-e”^, 
we VjTt »n lut’en cz prerem tvljtiv-Tcr. Ths Cwtr- 1 
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The iclea of fcoming at the end of five years, td 
the command of ihe army, could have conveyed 
no gratiRcation of ambition, to the mind of Colonel 
Monfon.- He had commanded a more powerful . 
army in Afia, roan? yeare befotc, at the fiege of 
Pondicherry, and only did not command it at the 
reduaion of that place, from his having been bad- 
ly wounded, in gallantly leading on -the grenadiers 
to the ftorm of the Bound Hedged and was obliged 
to leave it to the command of Colonel (now Sir 
Eyre)Coote: therefore* his being to labour m an 
unwholefome climate* every way difagreeable to 
him, for fo long a time, for a bare maintenance, 
held up no very pleafing profpeft, to a quick, im- 
patient, and lively mind. 

As to Mr. Francis, Jiis calling vote raifed him 
(to fpeak in his own pbt^fc) from the fraflion of d 
king to monarchy itfelf; "and he fufFered not to go' 
by, the glorious opportunity of ferving very am- 

“ oar G«n«nl has gw*® reafon ft>r accepting foch haticrs, and 
“ pajinEtlwai lato the Company’, weafuiy. ^ 

Separate Letter from Gcawal Clsrmng, CoJ. Monfon; 
and Mr. Franci,, to ,he Cow of Rircftort, for the 
affair, ofthchonouraMcwued Eaff India Compacf. 

ronWilliatn, November ycth, ,77^. 

1 Ate you aUe to Vvp fecaiy the mufti es of your fs4e. Sir, 
en leading iheabotendtculou* and oRenutiou* difpbv of mere 
legal booefty fo lactJ »— Ootrageout virtue in the fon. of 
.Adaoi, 6dS'>taUa),wWfors.«a4i, tatvIuEr,tr ihape « appear,. 

‘ Pifi 
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ply, htmCclf, his relations, his dependents, and his 
particular friends.' I pufh not this argument near- 
ly fo far as it would bear 5, recrimination is nopart 
of my defign, further than to explain motives paft,' 
and prefent intentions. I envy not the General, 
his Perfian tranflator, the venal lawyer, or the 
willing evidence, their wealth and feats in the fe- 
natehoufe, however acquired ; but I fceldifgufted 
at feeing them fupported in Ureir diabolical plans, 
by a man fo capable of giving weight to any caufe, 
as you. Sir, moft certainly arc. 

With fuch explanations of the views and difpo- 
fitions of the Majority ; with fuch a concife, and, 

' I hope, clear retrofpeft of the fbue of affairs at 
home and abroad', with the account 1 have gn’cn 
you (not to be controverted) of the declared fenti- 
ments of the triumvirate, not to hold familiar con- 
verfc wirhj or give countenance to, any, but ffich 
as implicitly condemned every meafure of the late 
adminiffration ; you will be. Sir, at no lots to 
guefs what fort of men, of all caffs and conditions, 
fuch avowed principles of aftvon, were hkely to 
draw round dicm. 

I RETURN now to my promifc ■, that is, to bring 
proof that the letters which you have honoured 
with an exhibition in the appendix to the report, 
No. 7 and 8, figncd Phihp Francis, contain no 
new matter, nor one fuiglc aflinrtion which has not 
• been 
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rZd t'''’ Soing on to Bd 

Toth ’ by accounts received from India. So that 

VO? od "■= “f «en 

>ou and your Committee, Sir, but a cruel revetfe 

French from the Idands- But ih '’'® 

’"'icked lhall not prevail. ’ ^ “P 'be 

by the Majonty, r,h„ d,[,a!d ,1'’''^°"“ '"’P''’>'“' 
and determined the commence ' 

«ty Brft meeting of Council J m'"u ri-^’ °" ‘b= 
quotations from the letter, ’ ^ f ^ P'" 

'heCourtofD.reaors ftum ^ ‘b'y Wote to 

days after their arriv^m r , “^“ber, 

”f April, the time of fa, "’ 'b' "Sd 

b^lbn, when they hoped thatfh^' 

™>un,.„ous colleflinn 'b=«traordi„ary and 

“Hctliom, which they had C h’"®“ “bd bold 
' / ‘he means of their 
. * ^>rin:e 
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prime mlnijlcr and liis a^nts, colleded togethei^ 
.vilifying the conduft and principles of ilie Gover- 
nor General, would of thcmfclves bring about his 
recall from the government, without one particle 
of proof being ^yaiced for or required. iFor the 
extracts from their letters, I muft refer*you to the 
Appendix, (for I alfo have an Appendix,) No. i. 

The quotations have been felefted from feveral 
hundrcds'of the fame (lamp which you may find on 
the Company’s records, purely with intent to (hew 
you, Sir, that the Majority, on their arrival at 
Calcutta, fetout on one uniform plan of .attack 
on the conduft of Mr. Haftings, grew warm as 
they advanced, until their zeal degenerated into the 
mod unpardonable fcurrility, and perfonal abufes 
in which temper of mind, two of them funk into 
the grave j and the other lives, only to continue 
the fame extraordinary mode of condufl, without 
ever having been able to eftablifh one fingle fa£l, 
cither at home or abroad* 

It may be fuppofed that Mr. Haftings did not 
fuScr the v?hole of the voluminous charges exhibi- 
ted agamdlnm, to pafs unretured. Butwhaefbare 
of abilities, what ftiength of mind and refolution, 
orwhat length of lift.^ *s equal to anfwer the mon- 
(Irous calumnies, accumulated by fuch men as his 
opponents appear to have been, aided by a triniftcr, 
who publicly opened a houfe for information, to 
• F uhich 
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which -rerorted cveiy villainous informer rcfidcnt 
rn 3 valf kingdom, male and female, black and 
white. 

Thi temper with which the Governor General 
bore all this made people blulh at the enormous 
violence of the Majority, „ho never bhinied before. 

'vith a few inflances of his 
iorin ^ ' I" from his remarks on the Ma- 

that h ^ "Of with intention to refute them, 

■'ha has been already done, by the malice, thfc 

deviTt"’ r'' want of charity, and total 

deviation from truth, in the men who dmw them 

fa& thit°,^‘’f,“’’°“'' at introduflion of 

finuaV ^ 'ffeauallydo away the horrid in- 
nuat ons contained in a part of the report, the 
readful tendency of which BrU induced me to take 
P he pen.-_See remarks of Mr. Hartings, on 
'h= charges of the Majority, I*. 2 . Appendix. 

torTof“™„"°^’ '« 'ha' extraordinary mix- 

the Com • infinuation. in the report of 

foregofogl:! 

-‘"-•cf 'he‘’rer;rr„re.':hatMr^ h1 

dirftn-i„« • j «, *■“« ivir. Hartmoj 

* than 
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vant as PyTr. Haftmgs. The two great and aw/ul 
branches of the legiflaturc, I moft humbly conjure, 
not to be faii'fied with partial reprcfenistions, v/h ch 
lead direftly to criminate an abfent man, unheard 
in his own defence* 

» t " ! 

Extrads from the Report of the Seled 
Committee, page 49. 

" Your Committee, confidenng the fafety of com- 
plaint, as the foundation of all redrefs to gnev- 
J anccs, find themfel/cs vndifpenfably obliged 
“ to call the ftrvous attention of the Houfe, to 
“ the cafe referred to, in their Report of the Isft 
** Seflion, page 59, nam-ly, the cafe of the 
**^ajah Nundcomar. 

** A. H ATIVE of the higheft rank, and of an or- 
** d«r reputed facred throughout India, was capi- 
tally executed in the city of Calcutta, with cir- 
“ cumftances the moft IhocLmg to the prejudices 
** of the people, and which conveyed, according 
** to thofc prgudices, the idea of offence and infult 
“ to aUclaflcs of men The crime for which tins 
“ naivvB Was executed, namely, ihnt of forgery, is 
not capital by thcla»vsof iha- countrj , ihouf'h 
“ b, a ftatute ma Ic within this cencur), it his been 
y made fo in England 1 he criminal faft al- 
“ Icdgcd, was, at that time, and had long been, 
• *' m 
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a courfe of e:raminanon in a civU^fu^t,>th5 
event of which was to be decided by the auihcnr 
“ ticity of the inftrament,‘fard to have been forg- 
« ed. In fo extraordinary ,a cafe, the'execution 
of the fenience, might, and ought, to have 
been refpited, until his Majefty’splcAfure fhould 
** be known. The omifTjon of fuch refpice is the 
mote to be noticed; beciufe tite Chief Juftice, 
** in his letter to the Earl of Rochford, of the 25th 
of March, 1775, complains, that “ he had al- 
** v.ays felt great inconveniences, from bejng 
‘‘ obliged to inflict upon offenders, the fame punifh- 
“ ments which are inflicted in England, for the 
** fame offences,’’ His 6rft inftance U in the appli- 
•* cation of the law of capital punilhments. He 
“ certainly had it in his power to refpite the fen- 
“ tence. 

** The circumnance which brings this omiffion 
“ whom to the point at prefent under the obferva- 
tion of your Committee, is this, That the Rajah, 
” thus dented a rcfpiie, was, at the very time of 
“ Ins apprehenfion, under the protection of the 
Council, in the midft of his evidence againfV Mr; 
*' Hallings, the Governor General,, on a chargeof 
** peculation, and abufc of his office, in taking mo: 
“ Titrj ^Ttrm Vne rnffiVK, 

** Youn Committee has received itincvidcnce.that 
thistrbhndcxceutton, was looked upon by many 
• «of 
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** oFthe p&tives as political i nor does the Commk- 
“ tec conceive it pofilble, that, comb ning all the 
“ circUmftdficcs together, they fhoolcl look upon 
» It in the light of a common juJicnl proceeding, 
“ but muft regard it ?s a politic mcafure, the ten- 
“ dency of 'which h, to make the natives feel the 
extreme hazard of accufing, or even giving evi^ 
“ dence of ‘ corrupt praftices, againfi: any Brililh 
“ fubjeclin ftation, even though fupported by other 
« Brmfh fubjefts of equal rank and authority. It 
will be rather a mockcrj, than a lelief to the 

natives, to fee channclsofiuftice opened to thenr, 

« at their greit charge, both m the mftirution*’and 
“ in tUeule, and then appeals, flill more expen- 
** five, carehilly provided for them, when, at the 
** fame time, practices arc countenanced, which 
“ fenJcPihe reforc to thole remedies far moredan- 
gerous, than a patient endunnee ofopprcfllonj 
under which they may labour.” 

FoRMtn committees have produced fome poll, 
the fads 10 fupport of them conjiftiiral opinions, 
fuch^ as bnbcrj, peculation, and other crimes, 
brought home a^aihftUic culpnr, which kiJ his 
honour and common honefty m the duft. V-’ith 
fuch utiJirputed fafls before lum, which, from 
their noionct), force, ai d «onv ftion on the tmnd, 
'numanuy, though he may not place 
i^mphcii confidence in all the foPo vmg conj-dlu-es 
examinant:, yet v/iU find j 

admit. 



( -r* ) 

admit, that a man who has been guilty of one atro- 
cious crime, may have gone on to commit others 
yet more flagitious. 

Has this been the cafe in the prefent inllance ? 
Is the abandoned charaftersof his Majell)’’s Judges 
at Bengal, fo fully cftabViflicd, as to jollify a con- 
clufion, going to the full extent applied in the 
above quotation from the report, that they have 
been capable of afling fo culpable a parr, in fo 
blaftcd and dtaholical a tragedy ? 

You arc novr, Sir, a Minifter of State, mounted 
high on the wings cf fortune, and balking in the 
funfhinc of royal favour ; in which exalted fitu.'i- 
tiort, 2 advance clofe op to your nofe, and in the 
face of the nation, throw down my gauntlet of 
defiance at your feet, daring you to take it up, 
and produce proof, which fhall be admitted in the 
courts belowj that in the whole courfe of the life 
of Governor General Haftings, in his public capa- 
city, or as a private gentleman, he has been guilty 
of one finglc aflion, that will go to the juftifi- 
cation of the crime implied in the above horrid 
infinuations, glancing as they do, dircftly athim. 

The inhabitants of Ca’cutta, Sir, well know the 
charaflcrs of your colleagues, (the Soldier, the 
Cutcherryman, and the Lawyer,") and will read the 
above parts of the jcporc with the moll inefiable 
• contempt} 
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contempt; well knowing that their moral cliarac- 
ters are placed high above the reach of the inflnua- 
tionsoffuch a triumvirate, though aided by the 
parole evidence of a man, who feems to have been 
educated in the college of Nundcoraar, hereafter 
tobefpokenof, and who, with the addition only 
of a draw in his Ihoe, will become highly qualified 
to reprefent theelcftors of Cricklade in Parliament. 


I 

Thc trial of the Rajah was pubhlhed here, and 

has been, or may be, read, by every gentleman 
W o (hall be called to give an opinion on the fubjefl: 

which I fludiouny avoid, and ftall fpeak only to 
K and” r 

ond (cems to imply that Mr 

tcretled in the defituaion o" t“ mfn 


o-rbfdXte""'' 

comar, that he at auT" ^und- 

t»n. the principles and 'charaaer''of "h'"'"" 
he never did cmrlov n„ of ’ 'hst 

prefs defirc and commaXff 

fous diffidence? T 

°f ttny onbnifid perfon JoZ a “™«'on 

“ Petufe w„h imparoaiitj th' "“"a "““S'' 

‘ .ther 
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thcr-in the Appendix, No.* 3 •, every particle of 
^hich had been iranfmittcd to Europe, and \7as on 
the face of the Company’s records, before it was 
known in Bengal, that the Majority were coming 
to India, or that the Governor could know (except 
by infpiration) that the man whofc vices he had ib 
folly and completely deferjed, would be one of the 
inftrurnents ufed by the Majority to attempt Ids 
own deftruflion. AVhen the reader has perufed the 
papers in the Appendix, on the fubjeft in hand, 

I would appeal to his candour to know, whether 
he dots imagine that a Governor of Bengal, with ^ 
the experience and abiVittes of Mr. Idaftings, v/ould, 
if he intended to nife a fortune by indireft mcansl 
employ fuch a man as Nundcomar to cfieit’it for 
him, ortruil, in fo dangerous a piece of mal-adml- 
niftratlon, the friends, dependents, and connexions, 
pf fuch a Miniftcr ? 

If Mr. Haftings had any interclT: at all .in the 
cafe, it muft have been that the man fiiould live, 
to have attempted theeflablifhingof his pretended 
charges againft him in the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, in the doing of which, bis villainy mull 
have appeared on tkit, as on every other occafion. 
But that was not w’hat the Alajonty really intended. 
They ^7crc no ftrangrrs la the Rajah’s true cha- 
raXcr, and wanted only to ofc him as an inflru- 
menr, to infult the Gowmor in the eyes of the fet- 
flcmcnr, and for that rcafon he was introduced by 
* • Mr. 
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Mr. Francis into the council chamber, ^v!^i!c the 
Governor General was feated in the chair of Hate. 

I MUST go, Sir, a little more into a detail of 
fail?, in order to prove, that it was the improper 
interpofiiion of the Maiority of rise civjl govern* 
fncnr, and the encouragement given to the llnjah, 
to cxpefl every fuport that their inducncc and pow- 
er could give him, v/hich brought on his ruin. I 
Hull fpcak to two other fails, which, from being 
blended and confounded together, with ilic-grand 
one of the polifica) dUparch inro ctermiy, 

have caufed them tojjc wilfully mifreprefented alfo; 

If I fwerve In the lead from the line of truth, in 
relating the following circumftanccs, there are two 
men at yovw elbow, that can, and I hope will, call 
me to order, not merely by a private and filcnc ne- 
gative nod, orexpreirivcflirug, to the members at 
year own taWc, or in your own houfe, for that 
fhall not ferve them t it muCl be by an open, fair, 
and candid refutation of my anertions, fif they dif* 
like • them ♦,) and that I may not be miftaken, one 
oftheperfons whom I mean, was fuperintendentof 
the cuicherry, or country court of juftice, ar, or 

• about, the time the Judges arrivetU and the other 
came With the Majority to Calcutta, and took the 
lead in defending the Rajah on his trial. They %Ycre 
both in the fecrct ; and had the Utter of them not 
been ^vell pa.d for h'ls fcrvicts, no 'opportunity 
' ' could 
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could have offered for {hewing his gratitude^ in the 
manner he now does, to his friend Mr. Francis, in' 
attempting to xzv'wc ite ^esd eld catife^ at the ex- 
pence of cn injured and vibfcnc man, and that in a 
manner, not very unlimilar to the means ufed for 
the fatae puj^ofe at Bengal. ^ " m 

Im the year 1769, an eminent banker, wlio was 
an inhabitant of Calcutta in Bengal, died, and left 
his eUateto be divided into certain proportions a- 
mongft hisftmilv, and in a vaft number of lega- 
cies, to particulat people, and to charitaolc ufes. 
Histwo nephev/s were declared in the MU, to be 
the trwflees of the effate ; but he ordered that a 
particular friend of his, fliould direft all 'the con- 
cerns in fettling his affairs, agreeable to a poiver of 
attorney, which in his life-time he had given to that 
/iriend, jointly with a certain broker, vvljo haJ al- 
ways tranfaScdtlic bufiacfi of his houfc } but this 
lad: (the broker) V. as to ail, or not to a£l, after his 
death, juft as his confidential fnend fliould deter- 
mine. 

At the time of the banker's death, the Eaft In- 
dia Company owed him a lum of mone)% amount- 
irg to 200,000 rupees. On the receipt of this mo- 
nsV frtuji dv; Goverwoe 7.WA CauocU, m a. g,tcat 
Tiicifure depended the fulfilling cf his b*qus(ls •, 
and he had recomtnendcrl to the care of Maha Ra- 
jah Nundcomar Bihadar, his patron, the office of 
* foheiung 
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foticUmg ihc payment of ilic money from ilic Com- 
pany's agents, In btlialfof Ilia family, flic P^y“ 
ment was made m 2 number of thcComiwnys 
notes or bands, drawn for fmall fums, to facilitate 
the nrgociation of them* The bonds were carrlctl 
to ihclt^jah. by one oftbc truftecs or nephews, 
and eonfi.icntbl friend, Drafting adminUlratof, to 
the cllbe of the dcccafcd timber, and left in the 
poHefTion of Kundcomar. 

Some little time after, the lame nephew, .ind 
friend, accompin'cd 'by the broker, (who was 
now called upon to aft agreeable to the power of 
attorney, and defire of the deceaftrl in his will) 
went together to the Rajah, to obtain the bonds, 
In order to fettle the affairs of the binl.et’s eftatc, 
Ac this meeting, the Rajah produced one bond of 
the deccafed banker’s to him, for 10,600 rupees, 
another for 48,000 rupees, and two other papers, 
or bills, of Ui$, for 35,000 rvtpecs, for iwhar 
etaries\ which cxprcflion is always underftood to 
mean, money given to men in power, in return 
for favours obtained by means of their intcrccnion, 
and by which the Rajah, agreeable to his contlant 
praftice, infinuaied that he liad given to the Gover- 
nor 35,000 rupees, to procure the payment of the 
money. When he had feparated as many of the 
-bond-, from the number received, as amounted to 
th^ three fums above mentioned, and delivered the 
remaining Company’s bonds, and the cancelled 
‘ bonds 
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and bUls, to ibt executors as vouchers for 
them, he dcfired that the eight Company*! bond^ 
which he had referved as due to himftlf, on ac- 
count, might be indorfed over to him. Jc v/as nc- 
ceflary that the deceafed banker’s book-keeper 
Ihouid do this 5 and the tniftce, the friend, and 
the broker, when they took leave of the Rajali, 
carried with them one of his fervants to It done. 

It was done, and the bonds were re delivered to 
the fervant of the Uajah. To this ftage of the bu- 
finefs nothing appeared. The bookceper obeyed 
the pofiiive orders of his late mafter’s particular 
friend and executor, in indorfing the eight Compa- 
ny's bonds over to the Rajah, but not without 
making the following exclamation “ Good God! 
** what has all this money been paid to the Rajah 
** foe * my mafter ovred him but ten jhoufand ru- 
" pees.” 


This matter did not make much noife at the 
fime ; and when any of the legatees wanted to bring 
the Rajah to account, the fnendor manager of the 
cflate, and the wife of the deceafed banker, always 
interpofed, by faying. Why fhould we, for a little 
money, difturb the quiet of the patron and fnend of 

enjoy the fourth of the neat eftate, was very difin- 
tcrefted j but people who know the piety and vir- 
tue of a great majonty of Hindoo women, v/il! no: 

. wonder 
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Some time in the yearly?* *77^» afting 

adminiftrator to the tftate of the banker, ahd’fup- 
pofed private friend of the Rajah, died ; and Nund' 
comar, who, wiihi his aGi&ancc, had kept proof 
of his forgery from appearing again(t him in she 
country courts, became again in danger* Our 
Mayor’s Court, from the nature of their charter, 
could not take cognizance of civil fults between 
natives. Th'S, and their idea that a man, who had 
poflefTed himfelf of other peoples money in the 
■manner the Rajah had, could only be obliged to 
return ir, is fuppofed to have prevented an earlier 
appeal to our criminal law. By dextrous manage- 
ment, it was rcprelented to the Mayor’s Court, 
that the only furviving executor to the efiate of the 
banker, then at Calcutta, was incapable, both in 
body and mind, to go on to manage his uncle’s 
eftate; and an order was obtained, that all papere 
relative thereto, fliould be delivered into the hands 
of Mr. William Magee, the Regifler of the Mayor’s 
Court.* With this man, the Rajah was faid to 

' Mavor’t Court. Csicutta, Juinarv i,th, 17;*. 

“Ghoraine, by hn atcomey, Wiiluia Majee, mformed the 
“ coart, that Pudmohot Pofs, one of the executori to the lafl wUJ 
“ irod teftaroent of BoMai.cy Pfd’j, was lately dead, and that Gcn- 
“ gabeiTcji, and his briKlicr, HcngroLol'an, «Lo is at Parna, are 
y the remaining executors, and that GungabcflTcn « iccipafale cf 
^TsViag euarge cl the allatrs ol the laid ‘noHakey'Pols , oritere^ 
“ that William Magee, rc?il*er of this eojrt, fliall fonhwiih tal e 
•' thtrgeof tile tool,! and papers oftSe«(la.c of the fjid JJoUalfc' 
d.tafcd, and f-ttlt the fame, anirepo-tto ihi. coart •* 
true /tfulenKot thereof. 

* have 
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wonder nt fuch an exertion of thofe godlike attri- 
butes in an Afiatic- v/idov/. But die OonfideiitKl 
friend of the banker, does rot appear to have' had 
credit given him, for being aifluted by fuch nohfc 
motives as the widow j for wlicn fhe had retired^ 
to fpend tljc remainder of her days, into the interior 
part of the country, foms of the legatees began 
a'rain to difturu the Rajah ; and complaint was 
made in the Mayor’s Court, that the ailing execu- 
tor of the dead banker, liad conveyed away fhme 
necclTary papers belonging lo the cflate, and this 
brought on him the fufp'.cion, that he bad been in 
league with the Rajib, in order to defraud the 
eftate of his unfufpicioua dcccafed mafier. 

Hcavy complabrs were made of this bufinsls, 

and a fuit commenced againft.Ni^ndcomar 

country courts. A fpiritcd young gentleman, then 
prefident of the cuicherry, fmt and arrefted the 
Rajah, for contempt of his com t, and without pay- 
ing any regard to the folicications of the Governor 
of Bengal for the time being, (not, by committing 
him, to di /grace a ffoblcman and Bramiu of his high 
order,) he fent him to the common prifon belong- 
ing to his coufti rlierc to iic zeti/j rebuts forlcm, 

^ cn loct and vtmjly firato** ' ' 

Tins commitment being only for contempt, the 
Rajah, by making proper concefiions, got out again, 
and the fuit « enc on, tbs readervot to ferret 

4he ahtne arcuwjlamc. 
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SoirE time m the year 1771 or 1772* the afting 
adminiftrator to the eftate of the banker, ahd-fup- 
pofed private friend of the Rajah, died ; and .Nund» 
comar, who, with his affilJance, had kept proof 
of his forgery from appearing againft him in ihc 
country courts, became again in danger. Our 
Mayor's Court, ■ from the nature of their charter, 
could not take cognizance of civil fuits between 
natives. Th's, and cheir idea that a man, who had 
pofieffed himfclf of other peoples money in the 
manner tlie Rajah had, could only be obliged to 
return it, is fuppofed to have prevenicd an earlier 
appeal to our criminal law. By dextrous manage- 
ment, it was reprefenied to the Mayors Courr, 
that the only furviving executor to the cftitc of the 
banker, then at Calcutta, was incapable, both in 
body and mind, to go on to manage his uncle’s 
eftate } and an order was obtained, that all papers 
relative thereto, flioxild be delivered into the hands 
of Mr. William Magee, the Regiftcr of the Mayor’s 
Court.* With this man, the Rajah was faid to 

•’ “ ItIa\oc'$ Com, Calcutta, Jaaoarv 1771. 

Ghofaine, by hj5 attorney, William Magee, mformtd ibe 
“ court, tlat ?udmoI o-i Dof», one of the «a.eeuiora to thelaft will 
“ anJre(tametir of BoHakey Dofs, waa lately deaJ, and t*m Gen* 
** jabeflln, and liu bro»hcr, HengroLoKao. wbo « at Ps'm, are 
** the remaining esecutoisf aad that GuagabclTcn it icca^bfe cf 
“ taking charge of the affairs of the faid Bollake) Doft • ordered 
“ that WUtCim Magee, m»fterortl«a win, CiaU forthenth tal e 
tliirgeof the booJv, and psper* oftheef'atc of the faij Ballskcv 
“Dolt, J eifed, atd fettle the fame, anl rc^ ort to thu court a 
uue feiUemeat thereof. 

have 



( So ) 

have made mtereft; for during bis JIfe-time, prdoC, 
ns hcrcfofore, svas held back from the Country 
ourts. This was one opinion ; but there was a* 
nothcr. Sir, which bore hard on your httlc friend, 
the Cutcherry-man. He beft knows how it came 
about, that no decree paired, for againft the Rajah, 
m his court, svhilft he preiided; and from fume 
crcumftancesof his condua, svl.ich came out after- 
svards. we are at liberty to fuppole svhat we plcafe, 
to t e compliances of his temper, in the capacity 
a Ju ge. If he fa)'s iheie are caluminous infin- 
mtions, I will admit, that they are but iiints to 
times part Damn’d broad ones, to be furc — But 
'now s that the man svho makes ihem, is at hand, 
nnd sviil be produced if he piealcs to call for him, 
""’’•f U/ hewr. Ac the fame time let him ad 
S’crt to the bufinefs he is about, and rccollcdt thi 
abominable infinuationsentered upon record,againft 
the honour of a man on the other lidc of the world, 
whofe amiable dirpoiition, and integrity of foul,' 
he knows, but hams him l„r ,I„m. as much as 
Mr. Francis does. There svas not a man in Cal- 
emta svho did not believe that the Rajah had for 
Ecd the papers, svith the afliftance of which and the 
connivance of the confidential friend. a„d aai„! 
dminiflrator, he had deluded the heirs atTaw! 
und the legatees of the banker's eftatc. It svas alfu 

Ilronglyb^lieicd ihatjvir.Man-eehad di, ; i- 

cfl^-blifljmcnt 
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cfbbliCimsnt of the Supreme Court, Magee alfo 
died. 

At this time a fctof hungry vrolves, of daftardly^ 
rdfiih lawyers, had been 1st loofe on the fettlement, 
and they pror/lcd about in every corner in quell of 
prey. They all knew thisftory of the Rajah’s, and 
each was eager to catch hold of the vouchers (if 
they cxided) to fwcac thisoriginal Nabob. Some in 
your houfe, are tolerable copies of this great origi- 
nal Machivaelian hero, but they ate but copies. 


Supreme Court, March 24tb, 1775. 

** Mr. Fairer, advocate for GungabelTen, fur- 
'‘•viving executor of Bollakey Dofs, deceafed, 
“ move&, that two chefts, containing accounts 
“ and vouchers relative to the accounts, of 
the eftate of the faid Bollakey Dofs, deceafed, 
‘‘ and alfo twenty-eight bonds and receipts, be- 
longing to the cllatc, which were depofired 
in the regiftry of the late Mayor’s Court, at the 
inftance of William Magee, may be delivered 
“ to the faid Gungabeflen.*’ 

“ Mr. BrW, advocate for Seebnouc Dofs and 
“ Lauchmon, admimftrators of Pudmohon Do 5 , 
deceafed, who was one of the executors of the 
** faid Bollakey Dofs, deceafed, objefts thereto.” 1 
G Not 
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Not to teize you 'further with hard outUndifh 
names, flbaU onlyobfcrvc, that Pudmabon Dofs 
was the name of the friend, and the afting extcu* 
tor to fettle the affairs, and the man who, through 
fear, fraud, or on fome unknown principle, per- 
mitted the Rajah to cheat the cffateof his friend ; 
and Gungabeffcn was the nephe\v, or one of the 
trufiiees appointed by the wUK This laft was .the 
perfon whom the Mayor’s Court fet afide, as infuf- 
Bcicnt, from debdiiy of body and mind, to con- 
duft his own affairs, and gave the papers to Magee. 

Farrer, the lawyer, you fee, .brings him on 
the ftage again as a capable man, and prays the 
court to order him the papers of his uncle's cffate. 
On the future trial, however, « appeared, that he 
was fo extremely ill of a diforder, which had hung 
on him for a long time, that the furgeons declared 
on oath, an attempt to brmg him into court, might 
caufe his death. 

After all,'ncUhcr Farrer nor Brix could obtain 
the vouchers ; for the truth was, Magee had not 
deffroyed the forged bond, and two ^Uious bills 
for durbar charges, but only put them from 
amongft the other papers belonging to the banker’s 
cfbtc, into a box containing fome very dirty and 
old records of the court. 


• Whilst 
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Whilst every lawyer m Calcutta, was endea- 
vouring to corns in for part of the fpoil, either in 
attacking or*dcfcnding the Rajah, it came to be 
known, that the vouchers had not been deftroyed. 

I AM not quite certain how the truth came to 
light i but I have heard that a black writer, who 
had aded in the Mayor's Court, under the regifter, 
Magee, gave a hint to the Company’s lawyer, in 
■what part of the regiller's office the papers were to 
be found, and he fiew with them to the Cck ne- 
phew, or truftee of the banker's eflate, who, at 
‘thattime, lived in the houfeofthe broker fo often 
mentioned, and who, by virtue of his joint power 
of attorney, had adked in the affairs of the eftate, 
fince the death of the banker's friend, and principal 
executor. A meeting of all the legatees on the 
fpot, together with the book-keeper, was called; 
and the whole being convinced that the Rajah had 
cheated the effate, by means of tlic falfe vouchers 
now in their poflefiion, offo capital afum as eighty 
odd thoufand rupees, which, if recovered, was to 
be divided amongft them, and the broker having 
in view 5 per cent, on the fum, if received by vir- 
tue of his power of attorney, it was unanimoufly 
agreed by the book-keeper, the legatees prefent, 
and the agents for abfent legatees, that the broker 
fhould pTofecute for the good of the whole. 


Tnc 


G 2 • 
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Tnc Wife, nnii one oftljcntplicvv*, of if.c ilcuf 
banker, ‘being abfent, anil t!ic friend dead, il.c 
KajaU bad not one well at this f^eneral meet- 
irg> but the fick nephew ; and lie, by the ^/arm 
rc\cngc of the book-keeper, who haJ ferved the 
family his VN hole life, the avaricious vicAs of (he 
broker and legatees, was hurried on againft liis vrill, 
Uwasfaid, to admit ofthc prosecution. The pa- 
pers were produced, the faft was fv.orn to before 
one of the Judges, (as afling Jufticcof the Peace 
for ihcday,) and the Rajah committed loilic coun- 
ty go'al. This whole affair was To fuddtn, that 
not one of the Majority, nor of the Minority, 
knew any thing, of the matter, until tlie Rajah was 
lodged in prifon. The Deputy Sheriff did olTcr to 
bail him, but the fitting Jufticc faid it was a crimi- 
nal affair, and bail could not be admitted. 

Now, Sir, if you plcafe, let us paufe a little,' to 
examine your onirriions of the matter being confi- 
dered by the country people as a pobdcjl one. I 
IhaU admit that neither the nephew, the book keep- 
er, the legatees, or the broker, looked further than 
to the difgracc of the R'ljah, and the recovery of 
the money. The Company’s lawyer had certainly 
a view to the obtaining a good fum from the Rajah, 
dh the idea that he fhould be able to qualh the 
evidence: And it is not unlikely but he might 
have effeacd it, had he only had Hindoos to deal 
With, who are averfe to the fpilling of blood, and 
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in particular that of a Bramtn j but he had fnatch- 
cd the prey out of competitors hands, who were 
as greedy and*knowing as himfelf, and who, fpirk- 
ed up by the Majority, joined agajnll him in fup- 
port of the Rajah, and undertook his defence. 

It is very Angular, that the Judge who commit- 
ted the Rajah, was on but indifferent terms with 
Mr. Haftings. No enmity between the men them- 
felves : it was a lady war, which fometimes will 
engage and draw afidc the attention of the wifeft of 
mankind. I mention this only becaulc it was con- 
fidently laid, that the Jufttcc afted in obedience to 
the wifhes of the Governor. , If he did, it was a 
proof of his being a bad courtier^ for the loaves 
and filhes lay on the other fide j and he could not 
'take Mr. Haftings’s opinion, for the Governor 
knew it not himfelf until the next morning j when 
he faid to the perfons near him, I am forry for it 5 
the refufing bail, though the aft of a gentleman, 
who muft know his duty in fuch cafe?, will be hid 
to me. He gucfTcd right ; much abufc was heaped 
on both ; it was called a concerted feheme, to de- 
flroy the hfinour of a man of rank, and make his 
life mifcrable, by the forfeit of his caft or religion, 
from the contaminauon he v/ould receive by his 
being in prlfon one moment. What had been done 
by a Fa£lor in the Company’s fervice (as noted 
fihne) with great impunity, little noife, and no 
damage to the Rajah, was now the moft daring 
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p\ccc of polmca\ ttmcm) in tKc Km^’s 

who a\l ngrccd the next da), not to admit of hail, 

though every indulgence was ordered to be Hi-'mi 
thep-afonerb) the o/Rcers of juftice. 

It may be wortli while to obrcrvc,'thit the She- 
riff who, by his office, held the pnfonrr confined, 
was Mr Francis’s brothcr-in la\ , who fnd followed 
his fortune to India, and by Ills influence b-came 
Sheriff, which, in Calcutta, has always been con- 
fidcred as a \ cry tucratis c office The Depui) She- 
riff and the goalcr, with all the inferior officers, 
held their places immediately from him It will 
thtn,l hope, be allowed, that the Rajah was as well 
treated, as the fumtion he N#as in would admit As 
to encouragement, the Majorit), and all their 
friends, I have heard, vifitcd him in goal Of the 
Tvlajonty doing it in perfon, 1 am not (}uite certain , 
but their and all their friends, did it duly, 

and almoft hourly It was given out that the man 
would rather die than cat, m his prefent circum- 
ftances He was confidcrcd ns a martyr to the 
caufe of truth, by the f w who thought Jikc the 
Majority, who really feemed to have given up not 
only their opinions, but alfo their confcicnces, into 
the direftionof their r7:wj/?er, 

Another circumftance fingular enough to be 
obferved, is, that the profccutmg lawjer, and the 
Jlajah s tro council, who had undertaken his de- 
*■ fence, 
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fence, had been nominated by the Majority to their 
offices of counfcUors, and lawyer for the Company.* 
The latter ufed to boaflr, with great indiferetion 
and vanityy that he would favc the Rajah’s life, if 
his council would confent to his paying the debt, 
and give him a handfomc fiim. This the others 
treated with great contempt and fcorn, declaring 
that they were fure of obiaming an acquital of the 
Rajah, and bringing the profecutors to fhame. 
It ought nor to be forgotten, that the Rajah, tlio* 
Bilhis life engaged in feenes of prodigious villainy, 
asmayha\c been fsen in the Appendix, No. 3, yet 
could not poffibly conceive, that, fupported as he 
was, by the whole weight of the Majority', in 
whofe hands refted the civil and military govern- 
ment of the date, he flood in any danger from the 
judicial power j it was an idea that was not yet 
formed in the mind of an Afiatic ; the acpcrience 
of Nundcomar’s whole life, ran counter to if. I 
v/ant. Sir, your abilities, to exprefs myfclf fully, 
and as I fed, in tins pan of my fubjeft. Turn, 
Sir, to your friend, the cuicherry hero i afkifwhat 
1 aflerc is not ftriflly true; arid from his anfwcr 

• “ If sfr^innj n ut thit iheCoTnjm\ wUI be engaged in many 
*' la •» Cl Ijehalf of lUcA. people, »c luve employed McfTn. Firter 
»nJ llru, z, rsndiiig coubciI, anJ Mr. Hcfeu'ei Durham, a* at* 
lorney, in belulf cf t^'c Ccmjqay. 

fraO of B Lefscr freirn the G*>r<rnof Gerera! and Council, 
ini'ip fcvepucdq-ana'en*, dated in Calnitu, the sjihcf 
yeb-aary, ,;-j. 


determine, 
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determine; to whofp account it ought to be Ijid, 
that the Rajah loft liis life on principles of pnlic)', 
if policy bad any thing at nil to do in the matter. 

Surrounded by the Majority’s friends and crea- 
tures, and taught by, the council who had under- 
taken his defence, that no harm could approacli 
!vim, if he fet heartily about preparing properly 
for his trial, a houfe u as opened by Nundcomai^a 
friends, in the moft bare-faced manner, for bold 
daring fcveaTcrs, and ready money evidence, to 
refort to. People went about the town, to find 
out men of ftrong memories, in order to havethem 
trained. The Rajah had by him the leafs, which - 
he had applied to the forged bond, and the hand 
writing of perfons, whofehand writing was to foms 
other papers, winch was thought would be wane* 
jDg. An inftrumcni was prepared, to which the 
fcalsnnd writing was fixed, in every refpeft fimila^’ 
to the forged bond; and the men fclefted to ftudy 
a (lory to give in evidence, periinently and apilyj 
went to fchool regularly every day to the Rajah’s 
fon in law, and they were brought to him in jail, 
tobecrofs examined and perfedled in their ftory, 

. and every thing was fuppofed to be quite ready at 
the time the aOizes came on. 

FoRTY-eight Englilh gentlemen oFunblemilhed 

chara£tcrs,\vcrefummonedbytheSheri£ronthegrand 

jury. Their names were written on fevcral bits of 
, paper, 
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paper, and thrown together into a box; A feparaie 
lift of the names in the box was called ovw, to fee 
if all the gentlemen were there. The under Sheriff 
held the box, and the clerk of the crown drew 
twenty-three names from the forty-eight that were 
in the box, who were fworn in on the grand jury, 
and the gentlemen fo chofen, went through the 
evidence in the moft folcmn manner, and unani- 
moufly found the bill. I fay unanimoufly, becaufe 
that is not always the cafe; and certainly if pack- 
ing could have been fufpefted in the Sheriff, ifwas 
not againft theRajah. Thefameform andreguhri- 
ty was obfervedin the impanneling the petty jury; 
but of thofe fummoned, there were above eighty. 
The Rajah had a lift in his hand, and as he knew 
of himfclf, or by his friends, the charafterof every 
Englifhman in the fettlement, who were fuch as 
could be fummoned on a jury, he, from notes fet 
oppofiletheir names in his own language, challen- 
ged man)\ At length a jury was fv/orn in, the 
Rajah pleaded not guilty, and the trial began. 

OtTR EnglHh counfcllors at law, (and I believe 
the gentlemen of that profeffion, in all civilized na- 
tions, think that they have a right to go great 
lengths in defence of their client,) fought the Ra-' 
jah’s battle bravely ; but not having tlie ufe of the 
country language, could give no afliftance m train- 
ing the evidence •, nor was itcafy for them to keep 
jheir features fteady, in certain parts of the triaf- 

Four 
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Four men were brought to fwear to a long account 
of their T>eing prefent, when tlie forged bond was 
written by one man, executed by anotlicr, and 
wltnefled by three others; that all the principals 
were dead except the Uajah, in whofe favour the 
bond Vvas drawn and even the fecvant who brought 
the ink-ftand, was dead; but they four, who, tho’ 
of the very loweft order of the people, had come in 
by accident, to vific a Prince and Bramin, and faw 
the tranfaftion, without having any thing to do 
with it, were alive yet, fworc to the feals, and 
pointed each man’s particular one, though cut in 
tlvePetfian chara^ler^ which neither of them under* 
flood. At fitft they went on very well ; but one 
of them being afked a qucftion by the foreman of 
the jury, teUuvc to feme faft which he had fpoken 
to in the middle of his evidence, faid he could not 
begin in the middle, he muft fiy it as he had learnt' 
it, from beginning to end. Another being fliewn 
a paper, which he had faid an hour before, was of 
hu own hand wruing, and defired to write in the 
prefence of the courr, ihit they might compare it 
with the paper, fa’d hecould not write. He was 
then defired to read what he had before fftorn to 
have written, and he replied, he could not read. 
Mr. Bfix, oic of the council for ihe Rajah, could 
not ftandthar, but All o.'T his guard To much, as to 
exclaim, By G— d, this is too much.” The 
other council, however, kept firm, and applied to 
the court fur blank fiibpocnas, fuppofed to be 
• with 
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with intention for'thc Hajah to put any man’s name 
in the blank, whom his party out in queft of volun- 
teer evidence, might think proper ; but this the 
court refufed. After (even days fitting, the trial 
ended, by the jury ^ving in a verdift, guilty, 

Novv, Sir, I would a(k you, ifMr. Hafiingshad 
been mad enough, footifh enough, or wicked 
enough, to have interpofed, by himfelf or friends, 
cither to have hanged or faved the'Kajah, at 
what period of time was it to be done? From’ the 
moment he was committed, to the Jafi hour oflus 
life, the man had ftrong hopes given 'him that he 
(hould be faved. Let ihoJe who fed him with fuch 
hopes, and prevented his complying with the pro- 
pofals of the profecotors’ lawyer, of getting the 
Nvhole evidence drawn off for certain fums of mo- 
ney, anfwcr, when called upon, for the pernicious 
and ruinous advice, which deluded that unfortu- 
nate bad man, and led him blindfolded, as it were, 
to the foot of the gallows. For not the leafi pains 
was taken to open his eyes concerning the indepen- 
dence of the judicial pov/cr, on the morning of his 
exit, lie certainly afkcd the goaler, if the Majo- 
rity had figned the warrant for his execution ; and 
had to learn in his laft moments, what his death 
made known^ for the firft time, to the inhabitants 
of Hindoofian, tKat there exiftcd a power in the 
Supreme Court, which, in their own line of duty, 
yyas not controulablcby the civil power, 


Sir. 
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Sivi Robert Chambers, one of the Judges, did 
move brethren to poftponc the execution, until 
his Majefty's pleafurc Hiould be known *, but he 
was informed, that there lived at that lime in ihc 
town, a banyan, or country merchant, who had 
been convifled of forgery at the quarter fe/Tions at 
Calcutta, ' in 1 762 j but on a petition being given in 
to the Governor and Council, figned by vaft num- 
bers of the moft rcrpeilablc inhabitants, fetting 
forth that forgery tvas confidcred but as a venal of- 
fence, by the laws and cuftomsof the country, and 
as that was the firft inftance of a trial for that crime, 
which had happened fmcc the Enghlh had fettled 
omongft them, they prayed a furpcnfion of thefen- 
tence, until the matter could be referred to the 
King. The firft name in that pcliiion, was that of 
Maha Rajah Nundcomar Baliadar, who himfeir, 
eight years afterwards, committed the fame offence^ 
in the fame place. Sir Robert withdrew hts mo; 
tion, which I am forry for ; not that I think it 
would have nude any alterations in the opinion, or 
in the conduit of the Majority, Long before the 
Rajah was, by their mmjltr, fet about making 
out arz-tes in the herremet fiopt (in Englifh, col- 
Jelling materials for impeaching their Prefident iq 
the college of informers,) they had pledged them- 
fclves m the mOft foleran manner, to the Company, 
to the Miniftry, and to the nation, to prove the 
Governor General to be theraoft vicious man, and 
mal-admmUlrator, inthe King’s dominions. This 
Repeatedly 
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reperztedly promifed great proof,' nor onp fingle 
particle of it, has yet been forth coming : The fum 
total of the honour of the whole party, ftands no'v’ 
coUedlcd, and depends on the parole evidence of 
Mr. Philip Francis. * What weight fuch a man’s 
alTcrtions would have in a civil fuic againfl: Mrl 
Haftings, for the recovery of one hundred pounds 
in Wcdmlnfter’hall, I cannot fay, but I do think 
that an Englifli jury, who, knew their'" duty, and 
confidcred every circumftance, would pafs it by. 


As CO the circumftance of Mr. Haftings’s pla- 
cing the Chief Juftice at the head of the Sudder 
Detvanrci Adawicr, to decidedn aj>pe3ls from the 
country Courts of Juftice, it ought to be remember- 
ed, that the e.tperimenc of trufting the Supreme 
Court, with an interfering pow cr which they had 
extended into the provinces, had impeded the col- 
lefting of the revenues, and produced confequenccs 
of fo pernicious a nature, as to induce an oppolition 
to it by violence from the civil pov.er, to avoid the 
evil V. Inch muft have enfoed, from being obliged 
to wait a dccifion of the matter from home; But 
this deciding, to confine the po^se^ of the Supreme 
Court, to the bounds preferibed to the old Mayor’s 
Court, was going to the other extreme, and efe- 
fcaiing the intention of tbs legin^ture, in eftablilh- 
ing fome check on the provincial courts, over 
wluclr the Company’s lcrv«its prefided. This, I 
** really 
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tc:illy tliml, Ins been fumticiitlyrcrcorttl, b_, pli- 
cingonc of the Judges m ihepoft given lothe Chief 
Juilice I \ ifli the three Judges were to have 
held It in rotation, for on the Angle circumihnee 
of Sir Elijah’s having u alone, bangs the whole of 
the evidence of the fuppofed coUtifion 1 alfo v ifli 
iheComnuttee had a«:epicd of Major Scott's de- 
claration, that the account of the fixing of the Ta- 
lar) , had not been fent to him bj the Gov ernor Ge- 
neral to Madrals, becaufc it carries conviftion on 
thcfucofit Mr Haflings had cnicied his m- 
tcniion of doing it on record Why then hold 
back the certainty ^ !f the matter liaJ pificd in 
Council, could he pofliblv have conceived that un- 
favourable concluftons could be drawn from hts 
not having aclvifedhts agent of a thing being done, 
v.hich moH likely was not done, and at the fame 
time order him to declare, that it was in agitaMon 
to be done (The lafl: year’s judicial adt is now 
•with them, and I prophecy, that itwtU induce the 
Chief Jufticcto come home S r Rob-rc Cham- 
ber’s will fuccecd him in the chief jufticeftiip , and 
he and Mr Hyde, will do the bufin'fs of the old 
limits very well, ihcprefcnt heats will fubfide, and 
tl e country be at peace )— No, bur ic wasadamned 
political job, to put into the Chief Jufticc s pocket, 
eight or ten ihoufand pounds, before the plan could 
be reverfed B- it fo All that can b- inferred 
from It IS, that if a man m Mr Haftmgs’s fitua- 
tion, fttall be reduced, from pohncal necefiity, lo 
• move 
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move a ftep out of tl t high road laid down for h’m, 
though 10 fa%e the ftatc> that fltali not fave him. 
Ifhe conceals It, he is a knave if he declares it, 
he IS a fool Though honefty is fiid to be the belt 
polic) , the world will not abide by its o\\n axiom. 
Many accidents liappen m the government of the 
world, where true honefty and true policy, mingle 
as bidly together as Oil and waf'r. You, Sir, are 
a great ftaiclman, and have been heard to fay , mat 
m jour opinion, Mr. Haftmgs’s politics \/erc 
Cfoohed politics. Excufeme, Sir, for faying, that 
I think your conclufiors arc crooked conclufions , 
that the evidence you ha\e adduced in fupport of 
them, go no v/aj to the proof. 

Thus aretheonlv genuine materials, from which 
future hiftorians are to collcft the hillory of the na- 
tion, vitiated at the fountain head Should Mr. 
Haftings be now dead, and the prcffing diftrefies 
of this declining fta e, muUiph fo fad upon her, 
as not to allow time for a cooiplete invedigatton in- 
to his conduul, 1 (hall be no way fiirpnfcd at meet- 
ing, in fomc monthly or annual regifter, fome 
fuch account as the following, for the month of 
December, 1782, 

DcfiNGlhe courfeof this year, Great Britain 
has been particularly unfortunate She has been 
dripped of nearly the whole of her tranfmanne 
^ poflcflions Minorca has fallen to the arms of 
, «Spam, 



( 9 « ) 

**Spami xhrcc faunU** of o\ir Well IrivlU iCluuU 
** have been cajuurcil by ilr Trench v Amcric.t , 
** wiU treat with mas ir.depirJcni States, or rot at 
all *, anti our alTaira m the Uatl Indies Iiave fallen 
“ into great confofion and difordcr. I his lafl has 
“ been entirely or.ing to ilierjrat'i/ fsHtics of i!iat 
** monOcr of iniquity/CiONcrnor General Uanings. 

“ That rapacious and blood ihirlly nian, died in 

«* lad, raving mad, after having sccumu- 

** latcd the enormous fom of two millions flcrling, 

“ by all forts ofopprcirira. Tlic imtnediatc caufc 
“ of his death, is fuppofed to have proccetled from 
the horrid iwitchings of a guilty confcicncc, for 
•* liaving been conccrnctl with, the Judges of the 
** Supreme Court, in caufing tobc put to death, a 
** very innocenuman, a great Prince by his rank, 

** and afjrft Bramin, that is an Archbvfhop of a 
“ place called Umdooftan. This dreadful confpi- 
“ racy has been brought to light, with many other 
of his enormities, by that virtuous and good man, 

** Mr. Philip Francis, wlio, it is fatd, will hive a 
“ red ribbon, and be lent to fupply his place. 

** This laft may be depended on, as he is the pani- 
“ cular and confidential friend of our great ftatefinan 

and patriot, the Right Honourable Edmund 
V Butke, Efq» one of his Majefty’s piincipal Sc- 
** cretaries of State, &c, &c,” 

If, Sir, your Committee have been quite right 
in their conjcfturcs, the Wftorian will not be much • 


out 
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out in his conclufions ; but if they fhould have been 
quite wrong, as I dare prophecy it will prove, what 
reparation can be made to an injured man ? Alas, 
Sir, do you mean to proceed to aft on no better 
authority in affairs of government ? Will evidence 
fo futile, fo weak, and fo fafpicious, as what you 
have accepted m the prefent inftance, juftify your 
conduft ? Come down. Sir, for God’s fake, from 
the pedtftal to which you have clambered up. Such 
inflances of your partiality ought to convince us, 
that you are not the man to approach the ear of 
Eve, or prop a throne. 

CoMBtsATiovs, triumvirates, and proferiptions, 
deftroyed the char^fters, and deluged with the beft 
blood of her citizens, the ftreeis of Rome, when 
that empire hung tottering on the brink of dcftruc- 
tion. 

The rabble of that once miflrcfs of the world, 
got drunk, and rioted in every dirty cxcefs, when 
Mariuj fubdued, and Cxfir triumphed over the 
true pillars of theftjtc. And the pent up mob of 
the King’s Bench, forced out lights, and broke 
windows, with every degree of lawlefs hcenriour* 
ntfs, when you became a minor Minifler. Exalt- 
ing the plcbian, and humbling the patrician fami- 
lie', ha, been young ambition’s* ladder,” in all 
free Hates. Your bood, Sir, I believe, has not 
ye: been crobkd. , 


H 


Wiirn 
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When your Rcporti arc completed, and BUI of 
Pains ahd Penalties prepared. I would recommend 
your friend the Cluieman, to advert to a circum- 
ftance or two, which having, as It fliould feem, 
flippedoucof his mind for the prefent, may come 
athwart his imagination during his harrangue, and 
chance to Tpoil his eloquence. For inUance, when 
he comes to deferibe the enormity of v/afting the 
Company's money, in giving to the Chief Jufticc, 
5600 rupees per month, for undertaking a line of 
duty, which probably otay rcftorc peace and order 
to the country, vdll it not occur to him, how an- 
gry he was with the Governor and Council, for 
fuppofing that he wafted their mafter's money, 
when only ,a Colonel in their fcrvjce, he charged 
5700 rupees pec month for his table expences, and 
at the fame itmh drew 2550 rupees per month, pay 
and batta ? The King thought proper to give the 
Lord Chief Juftice, the rank next to the Governor 
General, .though a general officer in his own fcrvicc, 
and a Knight of the Bath, commanded the army. 
Is 5600 rupees per month, too much to fupport 
the dignuy of the firft )udicial officer in a great 
kingdom j and 8250 rupees per month, too httle 
to ferve the fame purpofc for a child of obfeunty, 
or at beft a foMier of fortune ? 17111 he dare to hmc 
attheChiet Juftice’s legal falary of 8000/. per an- 
num, which he knows from his experience, and 
from his conference, is barely fufficient to maintain 
'll Member of the Board of Trade, who lives in any 

degree 
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degree of ftite, in a country where they are confi- 
dercd to be nc\t m rank, to the great ofiicers of 
f}ate, and a: the fame tune muft know, that by my 
turning to the records of a committee, (who, by 
keeping to fafls, left the world tojudge of private 
charafter,) would enable me to prove that more 
than 20,000/ per annum, did not f»tisfy him , and 
that from pcifitivc fums, which we know he receiv- 
ed for three years together, without faying a word 
nbout emoluments, or pa ing the King’s tribute m 
a certain fpecics of rupees, the very name of wh ch 
might chance to grate upon his car ^ If he thun- 
ders out his eloquence agimfi: debarring the natives 
of fubftantial juUice, where wil) the little Cutcher- 
ryman find a hole to hidehts head ? Yet, Sir, with 
thefc men have you joined, aOifted by an evidence, 
that would be whipped at the office in Bow-Street, 
or Hicks*s-Ha\\, to attack, inamofi unprecedent- 
ed manner, the honour of an abfent man, whom 
you do notclleem, bteaufe you do not know. His 
charafler has been given 10 you m a manner, that 
would difgrace the mod infamous bog trotting 
wiinefs in your own country. 

Thoucii It may ftnkc you. Sir, that this plain 
language can come only from a JlateJman cut of 
fhety I do aflurc you that I am no fiatefman, or 
vvifli, or hope, to become one I am, however, 
a well wilher to my King and country, and grate- 
ful to the Call India Company, for v/hat I Jja\e 

only 



only in view’ to enjoy. Poffibly thirty years expe- 
rience in ihcafFairs of India, may enticle.me to fay 
a few words on a fubjeft, which I hope your Houfe 
will attend to, in the formation of any future regu- 
latingbillon Afiatic bufmefs. What I havelearnt, 
was gathered in my paffage from youth to old age, 
converfing with' all forts* of inhabitants in every 
•part of India ; not as^our officious and panlal evi- 
dence, Mr. Philip Francis,-Iearnt his, from Inflam- 
ed intcrefted men, and perfons who fpoke Engliffi 
like jackdaws, and that in the circle of four miles 
in circumference. 

. Ever. fince the year J750 , 1 have known fome* 
thing of India affairs. Of all the conFufions ahd 
diforders', of all/he hair breadth cfcapes from total 
ruin, in which 1 have fecn the Company’s affairs 
fo frequently involved, I never could difeover but 
one caufe for fuch dreadful and fatal effedb, and 
that caulc yet remains, and feems to have got fuch 
. fall hold on the ftate, and on the Company, that 
repeated and almoft ruinous experience, 'has not 
yet induced them to attempt a remedy, though it 
is in their power, and nothing can be more Ample. 
Inftead of conferring a'fteady refponfibnity, inpoltti- 
cal and revenue affairs, to one man, they have 
conftantly thrown it down in their different fettle- 
mtms, Torihcirgovcrnorsand council to fcuffiefbi', 
and molt pernicious confequences have always and 
for ever enfued. Is there a man in Knglandi who 
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can, at this moment, fay whcth'er Lord Macartney^ 
or a majority of the Members of the old Council 
at Madrafs, holds the direftion of affairs, and of 
courfe the refponSbility at that Prefidency ? or who 
can tell me whether Mr. Haftings on one fide, or 
Mr. Wheler and Mr. Maepherfon on the other, have 
now the government of Bengal In their hands, and 
of courfe the power of continuing the war, or mak- 
ing peace, with all the potentates on the continent 
of Ind.a. Afk at the India Houfe,' and the Secre- 
tary will tell you who is Governorat any one of the 
Prcfidsncics, and give a lift of the Council, but 
he knows no more than you do, with which frac- 
tional, orfafiional, parts of the aggregate body, 
the power, that is the rcfponfibilhy, lies. For the 
laft twenty years, not a feafon has palTed over, 
without the Court of Direftors having* advice of 
feme furious fquabblcs for power, having taken 
place at fome one, or at all, thei r fcttlemcnts in In- 
dia. If they approve the conduft of one party, 
and enforce their meafurcs by new orders, before 
thofe orders arrive, power has changed hands, and 
the principles they approve, no longer arc purfued. 
All that the former majority had done, has, by the 
prefent reigning party, been ovcrfct ; and inficad of 
obeying the orders, in reverting back to the politics 
of their prcdcccnbrs, as commanded to doby their 
rrnnfcrs, nicy ift obwn to oefeno’ anrf rccommencf 
their own. This induces warm cxpoflulation from 
the Dirciftors at home, which, on its arrival in 
' « India,’ 
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India, finds matters quite changed. ' Some of the 
culprits have efcaped home; or a new party has 
been formed, who aft on’new fchetnes and plans 
of their own. Hence all the’‘feuds, animofities, 
and diftraftions, in' the conduft of their affairs, 
which begun with thetr territorial acquifitions, and 
rages yet ’’ To this impolttic Ij'llem, we owe the war 
•with Coflim 'Elly 'Cawn in 1763^ which called 
abroad Lord Clive, the imprifonment of Lord Pi- 
got, the making a cypher of Mr. Haftings fortwo 
years in the government of Bengal, and the Icncn- 
ing of him In the opinions of all the great powers 
in India. To this rotten foorce, and a fimilar con^ 
tell amongft the Prcfidcnoet themfelvcs we muft 
look for the caules of the prefent Mahratta and 
Carnatic war. 'It would be needlcfs to go on in 
citing inftvnccs m proof, the Company’s records 
contain nothing elft. In Loid Pigoi’s firft govern- 
ment, he had, by his addrefs, acquired this necef- 
faiy rnfluencc, and under ic made icch prudent pre- 
pararion* to receive Genera! Lally at the fiege of 
Madraft, without whiclt,thcgailaniryof Lawrence, 
Draper, Monfon, and lUcit brave garrifon, could 
not have Lwd the town. 

Ik 1759, Colonel Clive forefcclng that if the 
Trench were not di*|>oflcfled of the Port of Mafuli- 
pa-aiii, and ihcir 'nlluencc m the northern Cirtars 
deftrojed, l*on.lich''rry could not be rcducctl, fs 
from the above places, tlicj dtew conflanily preat 
• fuppliK, 
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at this* inftant, but without his troops. • Colonel 
Clive djfpatchc^ him with three battalions of Sea- 
poys, and what Europeans he could mufter, over 
the river, with orders to throw hitnfelf between 
rfie Dutch troops from Batavia, and ihofe who were 
marching from ChinTura to join them. When this 
was efFc£ted, Ford faw that immediate adlion was 
inevitable; but there being no^ national war with 
the Dutch, and Fort ‘William within one hour’s 
diftance, he wrote to Colonel Clive for an order of 
Governor and Council, to attach them. Clive# 
who was fitting in a mixed Company, read the 
note with his ufual compofure, and without faying 
■a word, or moving from his feat, took a pencil 
from his pocket, and wrote on the margin of the ■ 
letter, the following words ; 

Dear Ford, 

“ Fight them direftly : I will fend you an order 
. of Council by and by. 

. “ Yours/ < , 

And then delivered it to the orderly ‘fejjeant, and 
bid him fend it back to Colonel Ford, as fall as 
polTible. 

But CUve and Chatham were ftars of fuch ref- 
plendcnt magnitude, that their aflions, I fear, 
operate rather as exceptions to the general conduft 
'' of 
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of mankind, than as ipurs to the Imitation of 
them. 

Tji t conllitutlon of the Eall India Company, is 
by no means defective in its pnncip’es, but every 
Vray equal to the conducing of their affairs in Afia. 
And it IS aftonifcing to ob'erre, that m/lead of con- 
fiding thenecefiary power in the hands of one man, 
whom, after more than iwerty years fcrviccs, a^'d 
innumerable inftances of hu abi mes and integrity, 
they have appointed to carry on their afiair» as 
Governor, yet leave rerponfibihly to be fcraxnbicd 
for, and obtained, by afet of younger, fervants, 
headed by a defperado, who, having (bme intcrefi- 
ing point to carry Jbr himfclf, when thee is objiln- 
cd, ca'-es ror fixpence for the mafrer, or their fer- 
vants. I need not travel out of your Committee, 
Sir, tofeekdamrurgproofsof th.s aficrtion ; but I 
mean not here to inftance the late Cruatjon of Mr, 
H-ftmgs in particular. The obfervanon takes iti 
the whole fcope of theCompanv’s fen lOe, paft and 
to come, as long as things icmain as they are Mr. 
Hornby, the prefent Governor of Bombay, has 
Icrvcd the Company near forty years •, the two next 
in rank to him, has e been in the fcrvice above 
thirty. Is there any man who docs not reafon oa 
the panapl**, that intcrcft is the teft of merit, 
what would prefer giving the fucceCIon to tbe 
vernment toons of thofe, with an influtrcev tuat 
by tnaking him rcfpoafibje, inv olved hii 6*73 chx- 
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rafter,- and made the good of tlis Company, and 
the prcfervation of that charafter, one and the fame^ 
objeft? At fuch a certainty, the Company would 
know in whofe abilities they had placed confidence j 
Nvhofc meafures, or whofe cotiduft it was, that they 
had before them to decide on j and if they found 
fucU a confidential fervant, afting contrary to their 
intereft, they could inftantly remove him, and be- 
nefit from the feverity of their own juftice, by its 
operating in ttnorm^ on the mind of his fuccelTor. 
Such a man, knowing that he alone was accounta- 
ble for any deviation from the orders and rules tof < 
the fervicc, would reafon much s and having no 
oppofition CO his >vill,<to roufe and fee hispafTions 
in motion, to difiurb or defiroy hU reafoning fa- 
culties, his aftions would be direfted by found un« 
irritated judgment.- The minds of the ocher mern- 
bers of the board, as wcU as thofe of the younger 
fervants, and inhabitants at large, would be free 
from paity fquabbles, and at peace. What is it 
that the Company or the Rate would r'llk, by trying 
of fuch an experiment, -that is not rifked nosy? 
Have we not recent inftances to prove, that the 
removing of whole fets of fervants, goes only t to 
the effc6ls, without touching the caufe ? Would 
Hyder Ally have dared to have entered the Carna- 
tic, but from conviflion, .that the fmews of govern- 
ment batLbvuj-Oi oJaxeri.h.'} and fuQanm., \‘{r.ct 
nofptingof afliion leraained? When men can 
Jean on the opinion of others, in juflification of 

their 
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their own, the bed curb on the ^aflions of manj 
the fear of fiiame, is taken away. 

, A Governor of Benpil (I will indance Mr.’ 
Hadings; who ha-* bc-n traued up from a boy in 
the fervice, ufed to the manners and culloms’of 
the natives, and by Innghtbu, eafy in admitting, 
and bearing his part in thim, wants no go-betweens, 
for carrying on the tumnt affairs of governmenr. 
Iniormalion is brongiit lum, that an Ambaffador 
isarriveJ at Calcutta, trom fome .great Prince, 
perhaps the Nizam, or Subah, of the Deccan ; 
he fixes the day for giving him an audience j but 
fecretly indrufis a confidential officer of the coun- 
try government,^ to wail on him privately in his 
name, tendering him every kind of civility and re- 
fpeil, and at the fame timei to draw from his fer- 
vants and dependents, as well as by his own oblcr- 
vations^ what is the true charafler of the agent, 
his connexions, and his influence at the court from 
whence he came. So prepared, he receives the 
reprefentanve of the Prince, vnth all thofe little 
niceties and obfcrvations, which are necefiary to 
an interview with an Afiatic Ambaffador, the con- 
ifidence of whofc madcr you wifh to obtain. 

His nazier, or complimenral prefentofa few 
pieces of money,' is received with a pohtenefs and 
eafe, which can only be learnt by long and con- 
ftanc ufage *, and not rudely refufed, on a lhained 
, and 
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gnd contempttbte conftruaion of an Engllfli Aft of 
Parliament, forbidding the receipt of corrupt pre- 
fenis, as we have feen was done by men of pretend- 
ed virtue, who, at the fame time, were ufing 
means to do away a man’s life, by giving falfe 
Information. - 

The AmbaffadOr’s pafllons are attacked by ho- 
neft, not crooked polity i his vanity is warmed and 
fed, by the kindnefs and politenels of the great 
Enghfh Chief. His admiration is called forth, at 
hearing his maftcr’s powerand good qualities, com- 
plimented in the pureft difbon of the language 
fpoken at his own court. Ac going away, beetle* 
is prefented to him by the Governor, in a manner 
fo captivating, as to make a complete conqueft of 
the man’s good opinion. Ceremony over in one or 
two private audiences, the Governor, by his fa- 
miiarity and condeicenfion, makes the man write 
what he pleafcs to his Prince, as Ur as it relates to 
his refpeft for, and perfeft good iniemion to^Yards 
him* 

* The dtlswey of ACsUc tnaanen, ha» eftaUinieJ 3 cuflom of 
yrefeming beciU-aur, w«hihclc»r, fomc eardamums, and a rmall 
portion of pure lime, made of fti Ihclh, all inixed togeiher, atvd 
ready for uft, guen oaly by a fnpeetor lo an inferior, on thtir go. 
in^ away, 'j j ^ fpf ,5 „ »» oar tmmset/Uce fnom- 

xNould tirm ji) figniffs toihe rifitant, that he haj permiinoa 
withdraw, or (hathi* t roeof audience tt over. 


Tnc 
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. The Governor then dilates, or writes hlmfelf* 
a letter in the Perfian language, couche*d in the 
moil ele'gant terms of compliment ufcd in Afia, 
and with it fends a plan of a treaty, which he wilhes 
may take place between the Prince and the Compa* 
nyi and this he fends by trufty meflengers, -whofe 
ability and fidclit)’, long pradice has taught him to 
diftingulfli, ordering them to wait at court for an 
anfwer, proralfmg a fuitable reward for difpatch. 
on their return, when the anfwer is delivered to 
them. ' 

At length the courier returns, and the propofals 
being accepted, the executive branch of the govern- 
ment has done its duty. In this ftage of the bufinefs, 
the Governor lays the papers before his Council, 
with a minute, fetting fonh hisreafons for defiring 
their concurrence in the racafure propofed; when up 
gets one of the Majority, moves to put a negative 
on it, and it is carried agaioft the Governor, by 
the cafting vote of a Clerk, from the WaT-Office, 
who knows no diftinftion of charafter, between 
Europeans and Afiatics, except that of a black man 
and a white man* or, as the common people of that 
country have if, a turban wearer or a hat wearer. 

The Governor, dilbppointed, makes the belt of 
it that he can with the Prints, and his Ambafiador. 
Bui the evil does not ftop here. The AmbaCador 
is fent for in private, on the fuppofiiion that the 
' ,, Governor 
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Governor has fome 'recret ncgoriation with htirtj 
tending^to his own emoUim nt j and the man U 
given to underftand, what, he is obliged to believe, 
thaithe Governor General has, in faft, no power 5 
and in confec^uence, he writes to his cou't, that 
whatever buCmefe is tco be done at Fort William, 
muft Bril meet the approbation of men, who, tak- 
ing a.11 their ’information from others, were fufpi- 
cious, diffident, and flow, and that the plan propo- 
fed by the Governor, was at an end. 'In one of 
ihofe nofturnal interviews, k.was that a Ungueft 
wasprefled by Mr. Francis, to explain 10 the Am- 
baffadoT what a great man he was, ^nd being at a 
lofs for a proper comparilon to flluliriie his power, 
defired the man to defcribe him as being tb( fifth 
partefaKingx 

■ Such, Sir, have been, and perhaps now are, 
’the confcquenccs of appointing a man to a ftation 
of high rcfponfibvUty, irom whole capacity much 
good is expefted, at the moment his power is to- 
tally done away. Is it not betcer'to recall fuch a 
perfon, than to leave him m a fitoation to be per* 
fonafly infulted, and fee his llanon degraded ? Or 
is a fimple recall from Ins llatcon too» mild, that 
he is fubjeilcd to fevere and cruel mftnuations, 
by which he Hands condemned by implication, 
fromaquarceroucoffhercachofjuftic^, a-id de- 
nied the hicth-right of the moft common iingiiffi- 
man, a trial by^his peen? If thefe, Sir, are your 
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ideas of juftice, you ncUber fpeak nor write the 
language of your heart* ' 

MeN, the leaft' acquainted twith public affairSi 
know that all the political bufinefs of the world, is 
done by the few. 'On a felc£l cabinet council, and 
fometitnes on a Angle minifter, depends all the ex- 
ternal and internal political affairs of this vaft em- 
pire. The proprietors of all great companies choole 
dircflors, the direftors form committees, and' the 
committees choofc a fcledb committee j and even 
this reftified cfience of human knowledge, lodge 
an. almoft unlimited power, h the hands of the 
chairman and deputy chairman i fo unequal are all 
large bodies to the neceffary fccrefy and difpatch in 
political matters j that even liberty calls tyranny to 
her aid, in fupport of her moil important concerns, 
‘With committees of your houfc, it U the fame as 
with sdl other committees i when the ballot is over( 
ibme aftive -member, converfant in the bufincfi 
they have in hand, is called to the chair; a few 
other membersjoin him, fromaloveof bufinefs, a 
defire to initiate ihemfclves in parliamentary duty, 
or fome incidental local knowledge in the matter 
of enquiry; the reft arc in general mere comers 
and goers, liear the evidence partially, feldom 
read, or attend to the reading, fuch volumes of 
dry roanurcript, but fnatch their intelligence of how 
the matter goes, juft like other fons of curiofity 
lounging in the lobby. 


The 
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The chairman, and the willing drudge, wlio,’ 
fond ofliterary.famc, holds the fometimes too par- 
tial pen, become the oracles of the committee; 
the otherpredatory,f halfinformed ftragglers, take 
. tip the fentiments of their high prieft, from broken 
fentences, fhrugs and nods, adopt' them for their 
own, and become as tenacious of thedoftrine, as 
noviciates in a coUege of in days of yore. 

To fome fuch caufe, and not to a conviftion of 
their undcrflinding, we owe the extraordinary 
doarine incukaced in the part of the Report now 
under confidcraVion*; and 1 reft alTurcd, that they 
twill not at all be difpleafcd with me, for putting 
them in a way to rectify the great wrong they have 
inadvertently done to an innocent and abfent fel- 
low fubjeft. ' 

' Bv turning to the former and prefent Report of 
their Committee, they may difeover by what gra- 
dual, and aimoft imperceptible degree?, their 
Chairman, and his anTiftams, have led them off 
from the true fecot of judicial inveftigation, into 
the wilds of politics, wheie having inBamed their 
paflions, he is plunging them up to their ears in 
error, and making cais-paws of them, to gratify 
V his private fplcen lo individuals. Compare his 
invcceraie fpeeches in LeadenhaU Street, agamfl: the 
Chairrran of theCourtoFDireftors and the Gover- 
nor General of Bengal, and then let their judgments 
% determine. 
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v2*“termme, what his momes have been for indu* 
cmg the Committee to fanftify with their approba- 
tion, the extraordinary implications, fent into every 
corner of the kingdom, that Mr Haftings, by 
policy, brought about the deftruftion of Nundco- 
mar to favc himfclf 

I BEG to draw the particular attention of the 
Committee, and of the Houfe, to the folloiang 
fafts To No 3 of the Appendix I refer them, 
for the general charaAer of Maha Rajah Nundco 
mar. To No i of the Appendix, for the fenu- 
ments of General Clatenng, Colonel Monfon* 
?nd Mr Francis, on the chara&cr and conduft of 
the Governor Gercral, from their arrival in Octo- 
ber, 1774, to the iitH of March, 1775 » on 
which day Mr Francis introduced Nundcomar 
into the council room, to charge Mr. Haftings 
with raal admmiftration. 

1 WOULD aik whether it ooes not plainly appear, 
that the Majority ha\ mg pledged themfelvcs (by 
every foregoing ihip of the leafon) in the moft fo~ 
1-mn manner to the Company, and to the Miniftry, 
that thej i ould follow up their charges with proof, 
and that finding that the time of fading of the hfl 
fhip drew \cry near, and that nothing had b-cn 
done in fupport of thofc charges, they were obliged 
to p’a\ tl e laft dreadful game, and bring forward 
Nundcomir, wl o had be^’o cmplojcd bj the 

1 rf T 
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of*tlie Majority Tome time before, in procur- 
ing forged papers againft: two members of the for- 
mer adminiftration, on which his fon-in-law, and 
others hU abettors, had been convicted of a confpK 
racy? - , 

How comes it that this confidential friend of 
theirs, held back his 'charges from Oftober to 
Marchj before he gave them up ? 

Dobs not this long holding back fuch imporiant 
information of matters, faid to have happened fo 
long before his new friends arrived in the country* 
in fuch a man as Nundcomar, prefs home on the 
minda conviftion, that his fertile genius fabricated 
this intelligence, juft tn the nick of time when the 
Majority wanted it andean it be imagined, that 

men 


Letter 10 the Coart of DireCVors. 

* ^‘Calcutta, e4th of Zltarcht r775 
'•Oathe tiihinftant, a letter was Jelirmil into the board, fiom 
“ Mthaltajah NumScomar, wherein he chaises the Goreruor-Gene' 
“ ral wuhCundry mal*«sOtion> i» the courfe of his admiDiftration, 
** as prrfldeirt of the late gorernincnt, anil with liavinj; recrived fe- 
“renl fums cf mosey from Munoey Begum, and from hlmfclf, 
f-w farours beCon cd on them tbrosgh hu influence A copy of 
“ this charge ivu ordctidio be dclicctcd to the Ceveraor irameili* 
“JOriy, 

c •' Signed ) 

« J. CLAVERINC 
«G MONSON 
«P. ^RA^C1S.•: 

SUo 
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fncn who had already gone fo far in iheir thargea 
Sgamft Mr. Haftings, as to have pledged iheir ho- 
hour, and all that was dear lo them, over head and 
cars to mahe them good, would rcfule any alTiftance 
to be had ? Did they not follow up this by the mofl: 
pofitive dcclaTalions, that they failed only in their 
proofs, by the man*s being politically taken off? 
when it appears from the above detail of circum- 
ftanccs, which they cannot overfet, that the man 
loll his life, by their preventing his compromifing 
the matter, by refunding the money, and fitlsfying 
the greedy lawyer. Would a little money hid out 

Who GisU dtoy, that Vtio«v« the Rajah'i bnjc charaQtri thtt lie 
^'ateoacecaed la forgmgftUfcm of papen (thatfuiiedlut puTpate) 
Uunag a long Ufe , &ad competing tiac circumfl>nee v\ tiU the oeeef* 
fity the Majority vm in for tome the* of proof, of thv numeroua 
niTtnicnt iraaftaitttd to the ComjbaT of ^^r. ‘llaamgt a npaciiy, 
but that Uut mancr vra$ brought foiwatil Tcrv opportunely fortheic 
UeRsnt* Uefides ihU, there u » eircarrflancc which firikct eery 
forcibly on tlve tnind, evhicb it, thar on the felf fame day that the 
Majority was wittlnghomcthe abote sccnCivt to the Compins , their 
conSdental friend, Mr Tarter, the Itwyer, was endeavouneg to 
^et into his hands, the forged papers belonging to the booker’s ef- 
tate Mufl. we bthere that all shell toacnriing tirenniftancej, 
which poinr out fo \ety flrtmgly, fome deep confpiraty againJl the 
Oo’'erti6r, happened by mere accidents and at die fane time beliero 
on their bare words, wiihoairheir offering one fingle circumflante 
sn proof ofr, that Mr. Hafungs concerned himfelf atallaboutthe 
baakti's ^a^eiXv ns tb* Ra>;i.S.*a fa.’'g<an{ * L fcall be curious txi 
know whether this boneft Ijiot of friends will intet as ufual in the 
Speaker’s cliamber, togoon wnbqocf-iOTiing one another, when 
they mufi know, that erery Member of the Houle of Commons, 
’\iU hare feen or beard of Usis truth fpeakvftg pamphUt, which they 
biulrct-te, o- hdc their heads. 

1 2 
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on the fare* fide, have been worfe belVov/ed, thart 
'the immcnfe futns he fquandered, in trj tng to favc 
hitnfelf by a feene of peijury* bribery, and fubor- 
nation, that is not to be^parallclled in the annals of 
time? Well is -it'^for thc*furviving parties con- 
cerned in tliat blood firlling affair, that they have 
to do with a man ifo free from fplccn as Mr. jHaf- 
tingsis 5’ was he aftuated by the vj'ndiftive invete- 
racy of Mr. Francis, -and was only to defire the fon 
and fon-in-law of the Rajah, to give m a lift of the 
money diftrlbuted, ^nd to whom, from • the firft 
commitment of their father, to the hour of his 
death, foch a fccneof iniquity would be laid open, 
as would ftiock humanity % but that is no part of bis 
charafter j if the forglvcnefs of enemies is the firft 
Chriftian virtue, he is the greateft praftifer of that 
virtue now exifting. . 'f \ < 

• ^ • , 1 s , , l 

That the Majority Ihoold endeavour, by all 
their art and power,, to induce the people of this 
country to believe fuch unfounded! ftorics, < is *not 
to be wondered at *, but that a Committee of the 
Houfc of Commons, (bould, on the parole evi- 
dence of a fingle individual, finiply faying, that 
many people thought it a political affair, adopt and 
l^y that abominable policy to the account of the 
Judges, and the Governor General, by pointed 
imjiiication, without the fhadow of a proof, is ter- 
rible indeed. 
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Mr. Franc’s, not content with taking every op- 
portunitJYfor fix years together, of crowding the 
India Houfe with continual fallacious accounts of 
the difmal filuation of the Company’s affairs abroad, 
furnifhing his agents here with myriads of lying 
Iquibs for the daily papers,* and overloading with 
pamphlets, that common fink of filth and fiftion, 
the fliop of Almon and I>ebrett, in Piccadilly, but 
has had the temerity, or good fortune, which you 
pleafe, to have his crude abfurdmes Iheld up to 
national view, in thefacred records of Pariiamenr. 

As his produftion, No. ‘7 in the Appendix to 
the Report, is made up of fhrrds and fragments 
from his former cuttings out, i as well as a great 
deal of guefs work, the Devil, his malVer, muft 
certainly have determined his lhame, or he would 
have allowed him the ufaal privilege of common 
fibfters, effacing fometimes right by chance. I have 
neither time nor fpacc, at thisjunchire, to take up 
that curious fait water compofition, but pledge my- 
felf, if 1 hear more of him, to fhew how prodigi- 
pufly unlucky he has been, from one end to the 
other of it. 

SoMEof our national wits haveobferved, thatthc 
people of this country are never better pleafed, than 
when they are told how neat their public afiairs are 
to ruin and defttuftjon. Mr. F rancis has ferved 
full feven) ears to the trade, Ihcwn great indufiry, 
- ‘ ftrong 
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ftrong abilities, ^ndunconquorableperfeverance*, but 
at this lime, 1 own, I am agamft his being per. 
muted to go on, 'as the wolf is moft certainly com- 
ing from the difeft oppofite quarter* 

1 t V i 

When Colonel Mohibn died, every body thought 
that Mr HaftingS 'would have made a fweep in all 
the ollic'"s, and replaced his injured friends, but 
that isnotthecharafterifticof the man? the enemy 
difarmed, the Governor, if they plcafed, becomes 
their tnend iTwo inftances, and thofefuch as was 
neceflary to recover his influence with the country 
p-iv.cr% -were all the changes hemade Yetfopro- 
digioufly ungrateful are fome men, that they neither 
forget or forgive the injuries done by themfelves. 
There ate people now m England, who, by the 
mere lenity ot the Governor General, continued 
years in office after the above Jjeriod, and perfect- 
ed the fortunes they are now enjoying, endeavour 
to fwcU them^clvc^ ,nto confequence, by fpittmg 
their Venom, in traducing ihc ebarafter of that un- 
commonlv difintercfted man , thefe gentlemen wdl 
take fire at feting their captain ft) fcourged, 

** But a knaze*s a knave is me tn every Jlate 
“ Alike nty Jeortjy if be fetceed or fatly 
** Francis at eourty or Lacant in a jail'* 

1 511*1.1, lay a few words molt rcisnve to the m. 
fluence ihst popular prejudices have on ihc minds 

of 
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oF the people of Afia, not unworthy the notice of 
fhelegiflaturc, if they really have in contemplation, 
once more to cobble and botch a, conftitution, 
found and vigorous enough to work out its own 
falvadon, if no more quacks, fuck as Mr. Francis, 
•arc fent to try : their noftrums,' by way of experi- 
ment. In fliort, if the executive power ihall be 
cniruncd with the influence, that fome faflion al- 
ways hath .taken - every thing, may, be hoped for. 
“ Try conciliatory meafurcs,” is a phrafe. Sir, 
which you, vjhilomt were extremely fond of, I 
hope your principles have not been injured from 
your change of fituation. Believe me, the con- 
demning a fubjctft of this country, by any mode, 
.or in any fljape, unheard in his own defence, is not 
a maxim to be found in the laws of the kingdom, 
Iwhatevcr it may be in the Inquifiiion, or at Sc. 
Omet’sj and chepumOilng a man, in order to the 
compellmg of his fucceflbrs to aft up to your no- 
(don of what is right, carries fomething lb diaboli- 
cal in the very idea of it, as would fuit the prince 
I of darknefs alone to aft on. 

The natives of India looked up to Lord Clive 
as to a being of a fuperior nature to their own. 
They" have fongs in his praife, and traditions 
handed down from father to fon, which they im- 
plicitly believe, fuch as that he had fingly and 
alon^ attacked and routed five hundred of the 
enemy, that he was invulnerable, Src. &c. This 
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truly noble Lord’s perfon, they had feen decorated 
with that precious mark of military virtue and royal 
approbation/ a red ribbon. The title and the or- 
nament, formed but one idea in their minds, and. 
-Lord Saih vizs, in their dpinion, the higheft appel- 
lation of honour;' and the ribbon the greateft mark 
ofcourt favour which pofiibly tould be obtained. ' 

- ; ' '^11 1 M 

> "We have fecn to what a degraded and abandoned 
.(ituation the Governor General 'had been reduced, 
during the reign of the Majority, who thought of 
nothing but of calumniating him at home* and dvL 
gracing him m the eyes of the Princes of Hm- 
'dooftan abroad. Tbefc fafts the reader will find 
cftabliflied beyond all cavil, in Appendix No. i. 

, ’f . 

Mr. Ballings had but little time allowed-liim 
from the death of Colonel Monfon, m which to 
fee to rights the Company’s deranged affairs, and 
-recover his iciflucrvcc'with she country powers, when 
'out comes a red ribbon for General Clavering, 
The fight of that well knenvn fignal of court in- 
tereft and favour, which the Bengal people liad 
never feen, but on the fhoulders of iheir deity 
Lord Chvc, carried conviftion home to the minds 
of the whole inhabitants of Afia, that the Gover- 
nor General was a ruined man, and marked off as 
afacrificc to the ven^naof bitixiAO;h5Wfe7'tfft. 
mics. In fo humiliating a fuuation, nothing but 
his innocence could have fuppoitcd him. The 
. triumphs 
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triumphs of his enemies, tvcrc Cxprcfied by fuch 
manners, and in fuch language, which none but the 
fouls of cowards could have conceived. . 

You ore now. Sir, of Council lo our moft gra- 
cious Sovereign s never, if you love the honour of 
Great Britain, advife him to fend fuch a mark of 
his royal approbation too junior in rank to his Go- 
vernor General of Afia- It degrades them too 
much in the eyes of the people, except a halter and 
death-warrant attends it to hang up the chief ; then 
indeed, the Afiatics will underlland the caufe, by- 
feeing the efifefts follow upon it j for with them. 
Sir, the firft power in a Ihte, ufl)ering into the 
world reports, containing inferences, which imply 
that a great olHcer in the government, is fo prodi- 
gious a villain, as not to be fit to live, the bow* 
ftring always accompany them. Have we, » Sir, 
mot fomething yet to learn of thofe well judging 
'Pagans ? But that your Committee is compofed of 
gentlemen who profcis the Chriflian religion, I 
ihould think that fomething chanty ; for what is 
,life to a feeling mind, when honour is fnalchcd 
^way ? 

“ Our good name left, the heart is at eafe. Not 
•worldly loflcs, not misfortunes, dcfcftion of friends, 
the grafp of power, poverty, ficknefs, nor death 
itfclf, can fliakc xhe fteady mind of him, who, 
keeping in the upright tvay, takes virtue for his 
« . guide; 



euidci that comfort loft, not princes fmilea, .not 
all the fplendour of fuperfiuous wealth, nor titles 
h^h, nor wide domain, can peace reftore to him, 
whofe confciencefays, my honour’s in the dull. 

1 HAVE, entered the lifts againftn very powerful 
cabal. You. Sir, are a great politician, a minifter 
offtate, an admired orator, and a much read wri- 
ter. The General is (in his own opinion) a great 
foldier, has hopes of becoming a ftatefman in 
J-eadenhalN Street, poflefles difpofitions to be 
thought an orator, but having gone late to fchool, 

fem* C'rc""' “ P"'> “‘J O'* 

seaftferaps, as full grown fcholars ufe. 
thcbulinefs in h'and and nlthaT' 

great tragedy you’ h aftors in the 

produce romething,nft,ppor,tf”’ “"“'o'P 

and do away the im« ^ir undertaking, 

make on all 

I i \ 

Jr this is not done befon- tn. 
poor ncs, Report .n,u ,he Houft “f 

■"•rtpidiiy of face (hall fa,e your cT' """''■'tfs 
fttl'tg a mixture of ridicule anU from 

him. when the cltih fhall read, “'■ tound 
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** And Mr. Francis, late one of the Council 
General, being again called before your Com- 
mince, further faid, &c.** ^ 

Your reafons for giving fuch a turn to the con- 
tents of the Report, does notappear in the Report 
itfelf, nor, as I can find, in your former Report. 
The cxprefTions' made ule of by one pf the evi- 
dence, ** Thar the execution of Nundcomar, was 
** confidered by part of the inhabitants, to be a 
political mcafure,** will certainly apply to thofe 
who had the whole of the civil and 'military power 
in their hands, and of whom your friend Mr. 
Francis was one, better than to the Governor 
General and the Minority ;*and poHibly, Sir, a 
majority 'of thofe gentlemen, who fhall go to the 
trouble of reading what I have faid on the fubjeft, 
may think my application of it, rather better than 
yours. ' 

- 1 

' I wiiL fell ^you, Sir, why I hold fo lightly a 
man of your abilities; you poirefs not the great 
outlines of S true patriotic chara^ler, “ confiften- 
cy in opinion, and uniformity of conduflr.’’ In 
your writings, are to be found feniiments divine, 
as they relate to the proper means of fupporting 
the wonderful fabric of our pure conftitution; but 
in yottr grcedinefs to catch popular applaufe, the 
rank Republican 'appears, or you would not have 
propofed to degrade the Sovereign of this well 
-- ^ tempered 
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tempered ftate, to a rank wiih your own footman,' 
by Minting him and his royal progeny, ^(whom may 
God take into his keeping, to limited board 
wages.' ' ^ . 'f 

I AM in feme degree of pain, fearing that you 
may thinkmyidrawtngofMr. Francis (though ex- 
tremely like thfe ' original, to‘>be' rather too high 
coloured j and not unwilling to ‘take the opportu- 
nity of -paying my courfto one of his Majefty's 
tnoll honourable Privy Council, 1 fhalJ prefent yoii 
with another likenefs, drawn by a much more emi- 
nent arttft than'I can poffibly pretend to be. Look; 
into the'politica! trafts of <Mr. -Edmund. 

** Obfervations on a late State of 

you Will find chefe words j h i - -i}' 

niaulf '™ *’'* drawing fo Ihocking a 

to claim ’o^pur, 'to “'-"Bht.raihcr 

he and« h; r ur our .indignation : 

kilolL bT “"■* "-condition 

cll nature, and ertil B''"* 

does not ftii crates the whole creation, 

romethino ih ' "'-“PPointed ambition ; it is 
oothin h “od infpires 

" Pirr!bt"'fl! “ “T *"•’ --hit 

tot! the CO hod a comfort in fpread- 

- ‘■picen: ,14 dad 

.» or It IS a general .popular 
‘‘ error 
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error to imagmethe loudefl complainers for the 
** public, to be the moft anxious for ici welfare. -If 
** fuch perfons can anfwcr the ends of relief and 
proBc to thsmfelves, they are apt to be carelefs 
“ enough about the means or the confcquences.” 

See, Sir, the advantage of a polilhed educationi 
you have colIeiSed all the powers of the Englilh lan- 
guage into a fmall focus, and darted them on fbme 
being, whom you thought worthy your indignation* 
I feel as you felt 5 but having no more learning, 
llian what could be purchafed for Cxpencca week, 
am obliged to ufe fuch words and phrafes, as I 
could collcft at fuch an academy. But truth, Sir* 
is ftill truth, whether decorated in courtly ftile, or 
in home fpun phrafe cf village jargon. Your piflure 
will fuit my frame, as I hop? you will allow my 
pi&ure will yours. Neither are worth preferring, 
further than to Qiew to lookers on, to whatunjufti-» 
fiable lengths the fpirit of party, wlien lighting on 
a corrupt heart, inflamed by ambition, will carry 
a human creature, 

‘ I am. 

Right honourable Sir,' 

, With all due relpe&, 

Thotiisv* tioxei. Your cuoft obedie/it 

Kia*’» Coilfgff, - humble Servant, 

Beroagb.Aprils, Thc AUTHOR, 


POSTSCRIP r. 
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No mnn can be more /enfibic than I am, that 
even my beft friemis will fay, tint! bavccxprcncd 
myfclf too warmly In lomc parts of ilitsxsorl;, and 
1 lament extremely my unhappy turn of mind, 
which forces me to think otlienvays. When a 
man's ow n moral cbaraflcr is at Hake, or that of an 
ablcnt perfon, for whofc injured honour be feels as 
much as for his own, what is to be done ? Tlicrc 
arc infinuations In tlie Report fo plain, and point- 
edly fevere, as not to be miftaken, and that from 
a quarter, as much out of the reach of Jmman juf- 
tier, as heaven Itlclf, if we could fuppofe heaven the 
feat of injuHice. 

Narjes have, in general, been avoided, becaufe 
we live in an age fo very refined, that old Englifh 
is deemed brutal. 

The ufe of initials is contemptible, if the man 
whoufes them, hopes thereby to evade the juft ri- 
gour of the law, or private refentment. If 1 have 
crofled the line of jufhcc in my fcarch after truth, 

I will no more fly from the laws of my country, 
than I would defert her colours in the day of battle. 
The liberty of the prefs is fo neceffary to the fun- 
damental freedom of the inhabitants of this happy 
IfUnJ, that the Avord of juftice cannot- better be 
employed 
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employed tlian to guard it ; nncl the rime juflicc 
ftould feourge into order, all tliofcttho prefump* 
tuoufly cany it into licendoufners: on tills principle 
I \>ilh to be judged. 

Ir the men v.hom I have ftrongly marked, tho* 
not always named, have not committed the Nvrong 
of which 1 complain, let them make that appear to 
the nation : when that is done, I pledge rnyfclf to 
appear at the bar of any court of judicature in the 
kingdom, and abide by the judgment of my peers. 


APPtSDlX. 
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APPENDIX, No. I. 


Extraas from a Letter 'to the Honourable 
the Court of Dircaors, for the affairs of 
the Honourable United Eaft India Com- 
pany, 

Dated Fore XViUiam, November 30. inA'. 

I'XTtJE arc forty to lay before you the reafons 
V ’ >vWcH sve thwk oblige us to addrefs you 
In a feptratc better \ and tre make It our eared re- 
queft, that you will not only receive thofe reafons 
tvith candour and indulgence, but that you will 
confidcr the fubftance of this Letter, with your rood 
ferious attention. Thequcdlons which will nccef- 
farily arife out of it, and which muft become the 
fubjeft of your immediate dchberations, are, in 
our judgments, fo ienpartant, that not only the 
prefervation of your territorial acquifitions in this 
country, but perhaps the fate of the Britifh em- 
pire in India, may depend upon the decifion of 
them. 

3* The ftiort time which has elapfed fince otw 
arrival here, has been fo totally engrofled by the 

firft 
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firfi: forms, and multiplicity of inftant bufincfs, that 
it has not been pofTible for us to polTefs ourfclvcs 
of any other particular knowledge of tlie internal 
ftate of thefc provinces, than that which your 
Governor General has been pleafed to communi- 
cate to us. 

5. Let us begin with aflliring you, that we came 
into this country, imprefled with the higheft ideas 
of the charafter of our colleagues, and of the wjf- 
dom and ability, jvith which your affairs had been 
conduced under Mr. Haftings. We came deter- 
mined, as far as that opporcaniiy could found a 
determination of future condufV, to unite heartily 
with him In the fupport of his adminlffratioq. 

The irud: repofed in us by the legiffaiure, our 
duty to you, and the confidcration of our own per- 
fonal calc and happinef", did all equally concur In 
leading us to cultivate the fricndlliip and confidence 
of our colleagues, and to promote, as much as 
polllble, a general harmony in our councils ; yet 
you will fee upon the face of our confultations, 
that the Majority of the Board have already refolv- 
ed on'fotne meafurcs of the greateft importance, in 
diredt contradiftion to the opinion of your Gover- 
nor General, and that ibis difference of ojiinion, 
has been attended with dilputc and altercation be- 
tween us. 


73. Iw 
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^3. In Ihort, gentlemen, if the true condition 
of your government here^ has hitherto been con- 
cealed from you, and from the nation, it is high 
time you fiiould be undeceived. The/«/;;wij rtrnm 
b at Itake. 


74. In reviewing this long Letter, we fear that 
you will perceive upon the face of it, many marks 
of an hafty inaccurate compofition ; and we wifh 
that the time would permit us to make it more 
methodical and cotreft. As for the authenticity of 
fafts, and the fubftance of the inferences deduced 
from them, we defire it may be imdcrftood, that 
we willingly pledge our honour, and every thing 
that cau be dear to honeft men, lot the truth and 
exaftnefa of this rcprcfcn'ation, as far as it reaches, 
of the ftaie of your affairs. 

y^'e have the honour to be, &c, 

(Signed) J. CLAVERING. 

• GEO. MONSON. 

P. FRANCIS.1 


Extraft 
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feitrafts from niiotlier Letter, dated ift of 
December, i7;4. 

T he fatal differences which have arifen almoft 
immediately upon our arrival here, between 
our colleagues and us, will naturally alarm the 
Court of Dircdlors. AU the obfervanons we fhall 
make upon them here, is, that they arore from the 
new and unexpc<ned flaie of things, not from any 
pcrfonal diflike, or caufc of any offence on either 

At the JCwne tJwc it Is JsUbJvse)^ j^sjreJX^r/ 

jou fhould be apprifed, that we are very apprehen- 
five, that ihefe unhappy differences will not be con- 
fined to a fingle objc< 5 t. 

We fear, that befides the political, they will 
extend to other important branches of admtniftra- 
lion. Wc wait the decifion of the Court of Direc- 
tors, upon the great points now before them j and 
we hops that in jpfticc to all parties, it will be 
dear, precife, and peremptory ; and that fuch a 
line vsill be drawn for otir future guidance, as will 
leave nopofiifaility of doubt crmilbUe hereafter. 

Wc have the honour to be. See. 

. (Signed) J. CLAVErING: 

GEO. MONSON. 

P. FRANCIS. 


K a 


Extra(fi3 
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Extrafts of a Minute of General Claveiing, 
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated 
the t Ith of January, 1775, to the Court 
of Directors. 

S3. TF the charges of a perfonal failure tn the re- 
‘ X fpc£t due to Mr Haftings, had had any 
foundation whatfoevcr, wc thmk. it ought not to 
have been defenbed by fo grofs a term, as that of a 
warfare offeurrthty. The cxprefllons to which he 
himfclf applies and confines that defcnption, are 
on record, and referred toby himfclf. Our fupe- 
nors wiU judge whether they have a reference to the 
public meaforcs of the late adminiftraiion, or per- 
fonally to Mr. Haftmgs, and whether, fuppofing 
them to be diredled againft meafurcs only, they 
were, or could be, too ftrong for the occafion. 

37. On this ev«laft«\g theme of Mr. Haft-ings, 
we (hall only for the prefent obferve m general, 
that under any tolerable form of government, the 
cffcds of die famine muft long fince have ceafed 
to be felt ma countiy, where nature alks nothing 
of the governing power, but not to fludy to rcfift 
and defeat her operationr The world will foon 
fee, that it is oppieflion of the moft violent and 
fcTA’crotfs nature, wfirrfi Ats reduced this ferule 
country to a Hate of depopulation. 


73- If 
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73* If V7C had leifurc or inclination to enter in- 
to details of an inferior importance, we are very 
fare, that there is hardly a line ot the Governor 
General’s addre/Tes to the Court of i 3 ire(ftors, in 
which we might not cafily deteft and prove, fomc 
inaccuracy in matter of faft, or con'radiftion in 
argument. We decline the weary tafh, not only 
becaufe we think it unworthy ofi us, but as it is 
really in Ufelf unnecefTary. Fafts of a tranfeendent 
magnitude ought to engrofs our attention : when 
once they are eftabh/hed beyond conrradiftion, 
they include the probability of inferior abufes, and 
at the fame time make it foperfluoui, to pu/h that 
probability into proof. 

75. The true condition of this country, cannot 
long be concealed, EtFcfts will be felt before they 
are accounted for, 'When that happens, we forefee 
150 difRculty in determining by what means, and by 
whofe mifeonduft, a rich and flounihing ftate is 
• reduced to the hazard, at leaft, of beggary and 
ruin. The great and alarming queftion will be, 
by whofe future fcivices, and by what future exer- 
tion ofvirtue and ability, fuch a ftate can be reco- 
vered ? Conimcn men are not equal to theoccafion. 

(Signed) J. CLAVERING. 

GEO. MONSON'; 

P. FRANCIS: 


Hxtra^s 



Extrafls of a Minute, No. i, from General 
Claveriag, Colonel Monfou, and Mr. 
Francis, dated Fort William, the 25th 
ofFebruar}^ 1775. ' 

2. TTTEmean alfo to convince the Governor, 
VV that in Come material inftances, he has 
concluded haftily .on groundlefs fuppontions. In 
Ihort; fince we have not had the good fortune to 
fucceed in our attempts to fausfy him of the impro- 
priety of his conduft and op'nions, by the mode 
of argument which we have hitherto made ufe of, 
wefhall endeavour to obviate all further difficulties 
on this head, by appealing to authorities which he 
cannot djrputc, or by letting fome of his ovvn de» 
dared opinions, or pofitive anerrions, in a clear 
and direct oppoCuion to each other. 

61, Supported in our opinion of the late mlf- 
government of thts country, by fo high an autho- 
rity as that of Parliament, and confirmed in it by 
our own immediate obfervationand experience, we 
do not hefitate 10 declare to Mr. Haflings, that he 
cannot offer us a ftronger prefumptivc proof of 
the wcaknefs, impropriety, or depravity of any po* 
biical principle, or public mcalure whatfoever, than 

bytriVmgus it was adopted bythelateadminiftration, 

' ^Signed) 3 CLAVEUING.' 

GEO. MONSON. 
F. FRANCIS. 
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Dated as beforci 

W E condemn the political mearurcioftheJate 
adminiftration, as notonly dcfc£livcon the 
fcorc of juftjcc and expediency, but as involving 
this government in an endlcfs train of difficulties 
and coniradiftions, for wane of the ncccflary foun- 
dation of fomc uniform and fimple principle ol po- 
licy. It appears to us, that the late Pre/idc-nt and 
Council, in their tranftflions with the country 
powers, have adhered to no one lyftcm whatfoever. 
They in fafl-, acknowledge the /overeignty of Shaw 
Allum, by coining money in his name, and by 
collefting and appropriating the revenues of thefe 
provinces under his grant} yet they withhold his 
tribute, and fell his country to the Vizier, who, 
cither as Vizier, or Subah of Oude, is no more 
than a great officer of the empire, and removcable 
at the Emperor’s pleafurc. Our opinions with rc» 
fpedk to the fucceffion to Sujah Dowlah, are fully 
ftated in the fecret confultation of the i3ih inftant. 

(Signed) J. CLAVERING; 

GEO. MONSON, 

P. FRANCIS. ^ 


Estraft 
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Extract of a Minute from General Claveriixg, 
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated 
Fort William, the 3 ift of March, 1775. 

T he prefcnt fyftcm evidently leads to depopu- 
lation and lofs of revenue. In the courfc of 
three years more, we think it much to be appre- 
hended, that the continued operation of this fyflem, 
aviU have reduced the country in general to filch a 
flate of ruin and decay, as no future alteration will 
be fufficient to retrieve. 

(Signed) J. CLAVERING. 
^GEO. MONSON. 
P. FRANCIS. 


Extraft of a Letter from the Governor 
, General and Council, at Fort William, in 
their fccret department, to the Court of 
Lire£lors, dated 24th of March, 1775. 

the iiih inftant, a letter was delivered 
V-' into the Board, from Maha Rajah Nund- 
comar, whetem he charges the Governor General 
with fundry malveriations inthecourfe ofhisadmt- 
liftraiion, as Prcfident of the hte government, and 
iviih having received Icvcral fums of money from 
Munny Begum, and Irom himfclf, for favours 
bcflovxed on them through his ioflucnce,.,«A 
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copy of this charge was ordered to be delivered to 
the Governor General immediately, 

2. Burin what manner is ic really our duty to 
aft ? Are we to fuffer the Company to continue un- 
acquainted with their Btoation, and let the ftorm 
gather till it burfts, or are we to take upon us, the 
immediate odium of difcovering to them the real 
difficulties in which their affairs are involved, and 
the imminent danger with which they arc threaten- 
ed? In this apparent alternative, we think that the 
confideration of our ownperfonal honour, perfonal 
fafety, and above all things of our real duty to the 
Company, leave us no clio.’Ce. 

3. Wrck we refer to the confideration of our 
perfonal fafety, we mean to cnabllfli our immediate 
claim to one general vindication of ourfelves 
againft all confequences, that when the prefent ad- 
miniftracion took the government upon them, al- 
moft every natural rcfource of the counrry was al- 
ready cxhaullcd. As to theeffeft which any pre- 
fent difcovcry of, the truth may produce at home, 
we can only fay, that the diftrclTcs we allude to arc 
fo inftant, that no artifice whatever on one fide, nor 
tacit aquielcencc on the other, could pofTibly con- 
ceal them much longer from the public view, • 

(Signed) J. CLAVERING. 

GEO. MONSON. 

P. FRANCIS. 

Minute. 



Ivliniite from General Clavering, Colonel 
Monfon, and Mr, Francis, dated- Fort 
William, the i ith of April, 1775: 


M AHA Rajah Ntindcomar, whom the Gover- 
nor calls a mifcreant^ we found had been but 
a very Utile time before hts bofom fiiend, confulted 
on all occafions, and fupported by him, againft 
the united proteft of MeflVs. Graham, Lawrell, 

and Dacrcs, who wereclolely connefled with Ma- 
hommed Reza Cawn, although the Governor knew 
him to have been (as he now fays) guilty of a for- 
gery. We have rcafon to fufpeft, that the inten- 
tion was to make him Banyan to General Clavenng, 
to furround the General and us with the Governor*^ 
creatures, and to keep us totally unacquainted 
with the real ftatc of the government. By this, 
and other flimrey devices, fo confonant to the 
principles of Afiatic policy, in which the Governor 
General has been (o long cxercifcd, he probably 
flattered himfcif, that men, unpraftifcd in fuch 
arts, might be perplexed and circumvented, 

Nu^^co^fA^^ finding Iiimfclf deceived, ordifap- 
p'mufd, by ilic Go\crnor General, foonmadeufeof 
thi mr^n v.hich his intimacy with the Governor 
h-U put into hit power, to gratify his rcfrninicnt. 
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Whatever might have been hw motives, his tlifco- 
veries have thrown a clear light upon the honoura- 
ble Governor General's conduft, and the means he 
had taken of making the very large fortune he is 
faidtopoirefs, of upwards of forty lacks of rupees, 
which he mua have amafled in about two years and 
half 


appendix. 
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appendix, No. II. 


Remarks on a Letter written by General 
Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mu 
Francis, to the honourable Court of 
Direftors, dated November 30th, 1774. 

T he folcmn aCeveration at the clofe of this 
*addrefs, as it contains no argument, requires 
no anfwer, and fhou'dpafs unnoticed by me, if it 
verenotihatfoch a pofmve pledge of their honour, 
and every thing that can be dear “ 10 hontft men,’* 
may fway with many in oppofition to all reafoning j 
and 1 muft confcE it appears to me, to be introdu- 
ced wuH a view to thiscffcft. 1 muft, therefore, 
exprefs the furprize 1 fed, that the gentlemen thould 
hazard fofacred a pledge upon the truth of fafts, 
fo various and umfceriained, that it is impoflible 
for human realbn to decide on many of them j 
much Icfs for ihcfc gentlemen, to whom the fub- 
jefts were entirely new, to receive, in fo fhort a 
time, fuch information, as they coald affirm, upon 
a pledge of honour, to be truth, and in efFeft it 
will appear from the above remarks, that they ac- 
Ipally have been miftakcn in many of the falls and 
inferences^ 
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inferencssy v.'hich relate to tie fiate of the Cmpan/s 
afalrs. For myfelf I vriU dcclirc, that, with cer- 
tainly a fuUer knowledge of the circumflances than 
they can poOlbly have attained, and with ascarncfl 
a rolicitudetoabidcbytruth, I will not venture to 
pledge my honour, that error and midakc, miy 
not have a place in what I have written ; but I will 
tnake this facred pledge of mjr “honour, and 
“ every thing that is dear to me as an honeft man,” 
that my endeavours, both in my minute of appeal 
and chefe remarks, I:ave been to free my conduft, 
and that of the late adminiftration, from the m>frc- 
prefentations which have been call upon tltcm j 
and, by a fair ftate of the motives and cfre«^s of 
our meafurcs, to lay the truth before our employers, 
and enable them to decide with jukicc, between uS 
and our accufers. 

I AM forty to fee the names of Clavering and 
Monfon, fubfcribrdto fuch unworthy mfinuations*, 
becaufe I do not beheve that ever the heat of party 
contention, can liavc fo far warped their minds from 
the conGderation of thitjufticc, which every man 
of honour will yield to the honour ot others, as to 
make them really beheve me capable of fo bafe an 
artifice as they have imputed to me, without ih6 
iS^gficeil grounds to tbpport it , — £ wuVnurani^ver nr. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Remaiks 
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Remarks on the Second and Third Minute 
of General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, 
and Mr. Francis, dated Janu.iry the i itli, 

ms- 

3. TN this, os in many other paragraphs, here arc 
1 . very alarming intimattons ; but although the 
gentlemen of the Majority, fcca 
dijirejftsy they do not particularize them for your 
information 5 when this is done, 1 fhall fubmit to 
you my fenuments upon them. In the mean time, 

I hope this myftcrious mode of writing, will not 
be pToduflive of any ill confequence at home; It 
certainly has fuch a tendency. 

The gentlemen, in different parts of their 
writings, fccm to blame me for Hopping the pay- 
ment of the King’s tribute ; on the other hand, had 
1 paid It, i fuppote, from the preceding para- 
graph, that I fhoold have been charged with ihar- 
ing m it. 

It 15 an undoubted tmtb, that the ftate of the 
Company at the time in which thefe nieafurcs were 
adopted, was diftreflcd both at home and abroad: 
It (hail be incontcfliblf (hewn, “That their pre- 
** fent condition is ptofperous and fiounfliing.*^ 
The means by which this furiden alteration has 
been effefted, have been repeatedly and fully ftiewn. 

It 
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It hereto fay, that it has been princi- 

pally occafioncd by the acquifition of money from 
the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and the redudlons 
made in the Company’s expences in Bengal. 

I have the honour to be. 

With the greatell refpeft. 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your mofl: faithful and obedient 
Humble Servant, 
WARREN HASTINGS. 


Minute of the Governor General, dated 
the 22d of February, 1775* 

I Have been fo much ftraltcncd for time, that I 
know not whether I ought to befpeak your 
pardon for the incorr^nefs of this addrefs. I 
have endeavoured to keep ic withm as fmall a conv- 
pa& as the defign of it would admit. Many paf- 
iages and entire paragraphs of the Minutes of the 
Majority, I have pafTed without a reply; either 
bccaufe they contained nothing which required a 
reply, orbecaufe the language was too hnrll7, and 
the refleftions too perfona), to dcfer\'e one. Thcfe 
were ihc ftudicd and dehberase produdson of the 
clofcc i and from thclc you will judge of the temper 

«Iach 
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which is to regulate your interefts in this difficult 
and extenfive government, in the long interval 
which muft elapfe, before your orders can apply 
the decifive remedy to the diforders inevitably re- 
fulting from it» My ficuation is truly painful and 
mortifying. Deprived of the powers with which 
1 have been invefted by a folemn aft of the Icgifla- 
tore, ratifying your choice of- me to fill the firft 
office in this adminiftration; denied the refpeft 
which is due to my flation and charadler ; denied 
even the rights of perfonal civility, by men with 
whom I am compelled to aflbeiate in the daily 
courfc of ofAcial bofinefs, and condemned to bear 
my (hare in the refponfibility of meafores svhlch I 
do not approve, I fhould long fince have yielded up 
my place in this dirgraccful feene, did not my ideas 
of my duty to you, and a corfidente in yourjuflice, 
animate me to perfevere ; and if your records muft 
be difhonoured, and your imerefts Aifpended, by 
the cominuance of fuch contefts as have hitherto 
compofed the bufinsfs of the prefettt council. It 
lliail be my care to bear as fmall a part in them as 
polTible, making the line of my ISuty exempt from 
every perfonal confideraiion, in this, as in every 
other concern Incident to my ftauon, the folc guide 
of my condudl, if I can, 

(Signed) WAHUEN HASTlNGSi 


Extrafis 
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ISxtraQs from the Governor General’s 
Addrefs to the Court of Dlre£lors, by 
the Ship Anfon, dated Fort William, 
March the 25th, 1775- 

T he various and accumulated attacks which 
have been made upon me by my adverfarics, 
exceed my abilities, and the narrow cocnpals of 
my time, to repel them by that circumflantial 
mode of defence, v.hich I bave made ufe of in my 
former addrenes. 

The fitft adks of the Majority manifcniy diew, 
that their aim wa5, either by continual provo- 
cations, to induce me to throw up my fear, and 
leave them the foie uncomrouled mafters of this 
valuable flate, or, by annihilating my prefent in- 
fluence, to render me a cypher In it 5 and by mif- 
reprefenting the meafurc of my former adminiftra- 
tion, as uniterfaMy tending, and even lyftematl- 
cally calculated, for the ruin of your inierens, and 
the national honour, in this countr}', to effect my 
removal by a fuperior and legal authority. 

The ruling principle, and Ipring of all their ac- 
tions, istaifly, but rather unguardccfly, exp'la'ined, 
in their firft letter of appeal, in the declaration. 
That the jullificalicn of their conduft, muft of 
L neccfiiiy 
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“ neccrnty carry with it, and could only be fujJ- 
ported, byaftrongand deliberate cenfure of the 
“ preceding adminiftration.” 1 have adin'uced the 
truth of this propofitton, in the application of it to 
fuch of their meaforcs, as arcdircitly coniradiftory 
of thofe of the preceding adminlftration } but I 
will not allow it to be cither ^uft or fair applied to 
meafurcs, with which thefc have no relation i but 
It U 8 powerful, though trite policy, to which the 
unthinking part of the world, have too often been 
the dupes. To fuch let them addrefs tliemfclvcs j 
I truft that rny caufe will be dec/detl by other 
judges; 

Those relating to the allegations of Rajah Nund* 
comar, have been commuted to the hands of your 
attorney, for the purpofe of commencing a fuit at 
lawagatnftme, in the name of the Company, for 
die recovery of the fums faid to have been received 
by me from Munny Begum, in the year 1772. I 
referve my defence forilie fame channel, notchoof- 
ing to give my adverfanes an advantage, by anti- 
cipating it, nor to befpeak jour^premature judg- 
ment, on a caufe thus depending. ] do not mean 
to reftrift rnyfelf foldy to this mode of defence; 
kt the laws have their eRefl:; and I am willmg, and 
lhaU be proud to fubmic, all my tranfaftions, of 
what nature foever, to yourjofticc, m any way or 
form that you fliall prefcribe. In the mean time, I 
beg that you will fufpeud your opinion upon my 
•conduct. 
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fconduft, exxept on thofe parrs of it, on which you 
have complete materials to decide, and on which 
your carlicftdcciGon is required. In this deciGon, 
the conduft of my opponems muft necefihrily be 
involved. 

A COMBINED and declared majority of the 
Council, have ftood forth as my accufers. I appeal 
for the truth of this adeition, to the whole tenor 
of their condud fince their arrival in this country’, 
and to the undoubted evidences which appear on 
the public records of the lad Gftecn days confulto- 
tlons, that thefe gentlemen are thcmfeivcs parties, 
if not the principals as m my heart I believe them 
to be, and fuch the world edeems them, and the 
Ranny of Burdwan, and Rajah Nundcomar, little 
more chan indruments and oftenGble agents, In the 
accufaiions preferred by them againd me. 

As little do T judge k confident with my own 
honour, or yourintcrcd, to fuBer the fird member 
of this Gate, to be pcrfonally arraigned at the 
Council Boird^ and expofed to the infolcnce and 
calumn c<, cf a rrifcrcaat like Nundcomar* Had 
the Majority been difpofed to accept of my propo- 
fition, of appointing a committee for profcainng 
their enquiries, cither into thefe, or the Ranny’s 
allegations, they might have obtained the fame 
knowledge, and all the fansfadion, in this way, 
that tlicy couU have cxpc&etl from an inquifmon 
* L 2 taken 
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taken by ilic Board at large ; their proceedings 
v-ould have had thfc appearance at Icafl of rcgula. 

riiy, and m) creclif would have been Icrsafrcflccl by 

ihcoi. The only point ■« hich they could pofilbly 
gain by pcrfiftingin bringing fucli a fubjeft before 
the Board, waa to gam a public triumph over me, 
and to depofe my place ami perfon to infulc. 

Altiiovoh 1 have declined entering ar this time 
and place, into a refutation of the accufarions which 
have been preferred againft me, In the names of 
‘Nundcomat and the Banny of Burdwan, yet 1 do 
not think h proper to pafa them wholly unnoticed. 

You are well informed of the reafons v/hic!i firft 
induced me to give any flwre of my confidence to 
Nundcomar, with whofccharaflerl was acquainted 
by an experience of many years. 'J'hc means which 
he himfclf took to acquire ii, were peculiar to him- 
fclf. He fent a melTcngcr to me at Madtafs, on 
the firft news of my appointment to this Prcfidency, 
with pretended letters from Munny Begum, and 
the Nabob Yctcracn ul Dowlah, tlie brother of the 
Nabob Jafiicr Ally Cawn, filled with bitter invec- 
tives againft Mahommed Reza Cawn, and of as 
warm recommendations, as I recoilcft, of Nurtd- 
Qmar. I have been fince informed by the Becum, 
hat the letter which bore her feal, was a complete 
®nd that Ihe was totally unacquimccd.with 
he ufe which bad been made of her namr^ till in- 
- formed 
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formed of it. Juggut Chund, Nundcomar*s Ton- 
indaw, was fenc to her cxpi«fsly, to intreat her not 
to divulge it. Mr. Middleton, whom ihe confolt- 
cd on the occafion, can attcft the truth oFthis ftory. 
I have not yet had the curiofiiy to enquire of the 
Nabob Yercram ul Dowlah, whether his letter was 
oi the fameftamp, but 1 cannot doubt it. 

Ti!e promife which he fays I made him, that he 
Ihouid be conftituted Aumccen, (that ,is inquifilot 
general over the whole country*) and that I would 
delegate their whole power and influence, is fome- 
thing more than a negative falfchood. He did 
once or twice intimate to a wifij of the kind, 
but with fo Uctlcfuccefs, that for awhile he- wholly 
drop: if. On Mr. Reed’s return from the coaFh, 
where he had been on leave of abfence', Nundco- 
mar made his application to him for the fame em- 
ployment, hoping through his influence to obtain 
it. Mr. Reed, deceived by his fuggeflions, 
broughtthc propofitionbcforcihcBoard, and fop- 
ported it with warmth, and it was rrjeiflcd. The 
manner in which this matter had been introduced, 
contains llriking proofs of the incendiary charader 
of the man, and the proceedings wdl fiiew the 
grounds on which the propofidon wasrcjcilcd. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX, No. III. 


NUNDCOMAR. 

Letter from the Secret Committee of the 
Court of Dtrcflors, to Warreu Ilaftlngs, 

Efq. dated the aSih of Auguft, 177** 


5 1 n. 
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meafuTcs, which alone can render the Nalb’s con- 
duct fubjeft to the effeft of a full enquiry, and fe- 
curc that retribution, which may be due on the dc-' 
tedlion of any fraud, embezzlement, or collufive 
prailice, in his public or private tranfaftions. 

Ik order, therefore, to make him amenable to a 
due esurfe of juftice, and to prevent the ill confe- 
quenccs which might rcroltfrom the refentmentand 
revenge, which he may conceive on the knowledge 
of our intentions, we hereby direft and enjoin you 
(immediately on the receipt of this Letter) to ifivve 
your private orders, for the ftcuring the perfon of 
Mabommed Reza Cawn, together with his whole 
family, and his known partizans and adherents, 
and to make ufe of fuch meafures as your prudence 
fhall fuggcH, for bringing them down to Calcutta : 
and it is our pleafure, that they by no means be 
fufFcred to quit the place, until Mahommed Reza 
Own lhall have exculpated Jiimfclf from the 
crimes of which he now Hands charged or fufpeil:- 
ed, or (hall have duly accounted for the revenues 
colleSed by him in the Chucklah of Dacca, and 
have made reftitution of all films which he may have 
appropriated to his Wn ufe, either from the Dc- 
wannee revenues, or the Nabob’s fiipends, and 

perfons, as may have fufFcred by any aft of injuf- 
ticc or opprcfTion, comnuu«l by him in the office 
of Naib Dewan. 

As 



As the detcftioti'of any corrupt praftices of 
which* Mahommed Rcza Cawn may have been 
guilty, and tlie retribution which in.fiich cafes is to 
be required ofl^im, are equally the objefts of pub- 
lic juftice and ihc Company's intereft, we affure 
ourfclves, that you will fcduloufly endeavour to pe- 
netrate into the moft: hidden parts of his adminiftra- 
tion, and dilcovcr the* reality of the feveral fadls 
with which he is charged, or the juftnelsof thefuf- 
picions we have of his conduft. i 

In this refearch, your own judgment will direft 
you to all fuch means of Inlorniatton, as may be 
likely to bring to light, the moft fecrci of hU iranf- 
adlions. We, however, cannot forbear recom- 
mending to you, to avail yourfclf of the intelli- 
gence which Nundcomar may be able to give, re- 
fpefting the Naib's adminiftration \ and while the 
envy which Nundcomar is fuppofed to bear this 
Wmiftry, may prompt him to a ready communica- 
tion of all proceedings which have come to his 
. knowledge, we are perfuaded that no fcrutable 
part of the Naib’s conduit, can have cfcaped the 
watchful eye of his jealous and penetrating rival, 

• 

Hekce we cannot doubt but that the abilities 
pnd difpofition of Nundcomar, may be fuccefsfully 
employed in the invcftigation of Mahommed Reza 
Cawn’s adminiftraiion, and bring to light any em- 
fraud, or nulvcrfation, which he may 
have 
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have committed in the office of ^aib Dcwan, or in 
the ftation he has held under the (everal fucceffive 
Sobahs : and ^vhiIe wc aflurc ourfelves, that you. 
will make the necefiary ufe of Nundcomar’§ intelli- 
gence, we have fuch confidence in yov^r w'lfdom 
and caution, that we Iwve nothing to fear from 
any fecret motives or dcfigns, which may induce 
him to detefV the mal-adminiflration of one, r whofe 
power has been the objeft of his envy, and whofe 
office the aim of his ambition ; for we have the fa- 
tisfaftion to ccfl.'ck, that you are too well apprifcd 
of the fubtilty and difpofiiion of Nundcomar, to 
yield him any truft or authority, which may be 
turned to his own advantage, and prove detrimental 
to the Company’s intcreft. 

^ Though we have thought it necefiary to intimate 
CO you, how little we arc difpofed to delegate any 
power or influence to Nondcomar, yet, Ihould his 
information and affiftance be fctviceablc to you, in 
your inveftigating the conduct of Mahommed Re2a 
CawD, you will yield him foch cocouragement 
and reward, as his trouble and the extent of his fer- 
viecs may deferve. 

c 

By our general advices we deemed, it advjfeable 
(o mention only, that we had received information 
of Mahommed Reza Cawm’s having increafed the 
calamines of the poor, during the height of famine, 
by a monopoly of nee, and other nccefiarics of 

life. 
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Jjfe We are, indeed, reftraincd from an open com- 
mumcatjon on this fubjcft, fearing theconfequen- 
ces which miglit enfue from the Miniftcr’s revenge, 
Ihould he learn by whom foch accufation had been 
brought agninfl: him j but perfuaded, as we are, 
of your fecrecy and difcrction, we herewith tranfmic 
to you, Extract of a Letter from — — to — - — 
wherein Mahommed Reza Cawn is charged wnh a 
critre of fo atrocious a nature, and we the rather 
advife you of — — ’s information, as we rely on 
your endeavours to obtain full evidence relpefling 
the truth of this allegation, as well as of foch others, 
as are the objefts of the ferutmy, we have directed 
to be made into cheNaib*s condgft. 

Sensible, as you mull be, of the importance of 
the charge thus confidentially commuted to you^ 
we fliall not feck to animate your zeal for the Com- 
pany’s welfare , but only obferve, that, by the ef- 
fectual execution of the feparatc rruft repofed in 
you, you will at once render the Company a fignal 
and cflential fcrvice, and approve yourfclf worthy 
of tnc opinion we have formed of your judgment, 
prudence, and mtegzity, and which we have fo 
fullv manifcfted, m fclcCling you to prcfidc m the 
adminiftra ion of the government of Bengal, 

Londofii We are 

^<SJ^ 177;, Your loving friends, &c 

Extraft 
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Extra£t of a ’Letter from Warren Hafliiigs, 
Efq. dated at Coffimbuzar, the ift of 
September, 1772. 

6. fame principles guided me, ihongh* 

JL“ not uninfluenced by other arguments ‘of 
great force, in the choice of Munny Begum, the 
>vido\v of the Nabob Mecr Jaffier, and of Uajali 
Goordafs, the fon of Malxa Rajah Nundcomar j the 
former for the chief adminiftration, the latter for’ 
the dewannee of the Nabob*s lioufchold j’ both the 
dechicd enemies of Mahommed Ueza Cawn. To 
the latter, indeed, I was principally inclined, thro* 
your commands *, and 1 hope it will appear, that I 
have adopted almoft the only expedient in which 
they could be exaflly fulfilled.. You direfted," 
that “If the atTiflance and information of Nundco- 
“ mar, fhould be fcrvjccabic to me, in my invefti- 
“ gating the conduft of Mahommed Reza Cawn, 
“ I Ihould jicld him fuch encouragement and re- 
“ ward, as his trouble and the extent ofhisfervices 
** may deferve.” There is no doubt thalNundco* 
mar is capable of affording me great fervice, by 
his information and advice ; but it is on his abili- 
ties, and on the aiBivity of his ambition, and ha- 

invefligatingtheconduftoF the latter, and by era- 
dicating his influence, for confirming the authority, 
which you have affumed in the adminiftration of the 

affairs 
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affairs of this country. The reward which has becrr 
afiigned him, will put it fully in his power to an- 
fwer thefe expeiftationSi and will be an encourage- 
ment to him to exert all his abilities forthe accom- 
pliflimcnt of them. Had I not been guarded by 
the caution which you have been pleafed to en- 
join me, yet my own knowledge of the charadber of 
Nundcomar, would have reftrained me from yield- 
ing him any truft or authority, which could prove 
deirimenial to the Company’s imereft. He himfelf 
has no trufl: or authority, but in the afcendcncy 
which he naturally pofleflesover his fon. An at- 
tempt to abufe the favour which has been fhevvn 
him, cannot efcape unnoticed, and if detedied, 
faiay ruin all his hopes. ♦ Tbe fon is of a di/pofiilon 
very unlike his father 5 placid, gentle, and without 
difguife 5 from him there can be no danger. 

7. You will perceive by the records, that this 
appointment has not taken place without, oppofi- 
tion from a majority of the gentlemen who form 
the committee now at this place. I know nor whe- 
ther you will approve, ordifapprove, of the filence 
which I have obferved with rcfpedfc to your orders, 
in the arguments which I have ufed in fupporc of 
my recommendation : my rcafon was, that I 
thooglit the meafure in itlclf fo proper, that I did • 
not doubt of its receiving rJie confirmadon of the 
Hoard at large* and unlcfs fome material advantage 
could be gamed by ir, 1 did not thmk- mj fclf at 

liberty 
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liberty to divulge your {ecret commands. I am 
ur this time moft firmly perfuaded, that no - other 
meafure whatever would have been likely to prove 
fo eflTcftual, cither for promoting the cnquir)' which 
you hive dire^ed, or giving ftrength and duration 
tothenewfyftem. 

) ( I 

'8. I HOPE I fliall not appear to afllimetoo much 
importance in fpcaking thus much of myfclf, in 
jufiification of the motives w’hich led me to this 
recommendation, that I had no connexion with 
Nundcomar, or his family, prior to the receipt of 
your letter by the Lapwing; that, on the contrary, 
from the year 1759, to the time when’I left Bengal 
in 1764, I was engaged in‘a continued oppofition 
to the intcreHs and defigns of that man, bccaufe I 
judged them to be advcife to the welfare of my 
employers; and in the courfeof this contention, I 
received rufiicient indications of his ilhw’ill, to have 
made me his irrcconcileable enemy, if I could fuRef 
my paflions to fuperiede the duty uhichloweto 
the Company. My fopport of Nundcomar, on 
the prefcnc occafion, could not therefore proceed 
from partiality ; it u ill be as obvious, that my pre- 
ference of him to other competitors, could hoc 
arirc from interefted motives. I may be charged 
.with inconfiftcncy*, but the reafons which I have 
urged in the minutes of the Committee in fupporc 
of this meafure, will, I trulV, acquit me to my 
honourable employers j and if my conduct fiiall 

fand 
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ftand the left of their judgment, it is a point 
duty to bear with the leproaches of the uninformed 
pdrt of the world. To the fcrvice of the Company, 
and to your commands, I have facr/ficed my own 
feelings, {pardon the prcfompiion of this repiiion,) 
and I have combated thofe of others, joined with 
me in the adminftration of your affairs. I claim 
your approbatior\ of what I have done, not as. a re- 
compenfe of integrity, but as the confirmation of 
the authority which you have been pleafed to 
confide in me, and of your own, which is involved 
in it. 


9, I WITH plcafore do juftice to the Committee* 
in declaring, that ftrenwoully as they oppofed the 
xneafure while it was a poioc of debate, it had no 
foonec received the fanftton of your Council, than 
they all concurred with me in fupporcing both 
that and the other rcfblutions which were connec- 
ted with it, as fVeadily as if ihcy^ had never dilTen- 
ted from it. 

(Signed) WARKEN HASTINGS/ 




Letter 
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Letter from Governor Haftings to the Secret 
Committee of the Coart of Directors for 
the Affairs of the Honourable United 
Eaft India Company. 

Fort WilUam, March 24th, 1774* 

-GENTLEMEN, 

A lthough the proceedings of the board 
contain, very minutely tecorded, all the 
meafures which were taken forprofecuting the en- 
tjuiry into the conduct of Mahommed Reza Cawn, 
and my own* fentiments, both in the courfc and 
iCTue of it, are therein infcricd at large, yet, 
as I was originatly honoured with your efpccial 
commands for conducing this intricate bufinefs, 
1 conceive it to be in fomc mcafore incumbent 
upon me to addrefs you on its conclufion, that 
I may account for any apparent dcHciency, by 
Hating the difficulties which I have had to en- 
counter in the difeharge of ir, 1 will fpcak firfi: 
of that charge which was more particularly the 
ob]c£l of )our attention and our enquiry*, I 
mean the monopoly of grain. 

You will be pleafcd to rccoUeft that the cl.argc 
general, awchouc any fpccificacion of tfmr, 
places, or perfons. I had neither witncflcs, nor 
vouchers, nor matcmls of any fort, to begin 
V'ith i for thefe I relied chiefly on the abihiics, 
obrcn’atton. 



( tCa ) 

obfcrvatlon, anil sfllvc inallsnity, of Nlab 
l^ijah Kwni’tomaf, but r.ot fcftin;; ^^!^ol!y on 
hij flhl, 1 10 >U fucb other prccatitjons as were 
moft lihcly to prOiVjcc Informations ayainfl Ma» 
hommeil Hesa Cawn, if Ini condofl Ind really 
merited tbti return from the people of tMscoun* 
try. In concurrence with the Committee of Cir- 
cuit 2t Conimburar, and \%Uh the Council here, 
I publinied ailvcrtifcmcnis, inviting all perfons to 
gts’c information agalnft fuch as htd contrtbuicti 
10 tl.c tllfttcnes of the country, in the time of 
the Amine, by the monopoly of grain, or any other 
unfair prcClices, on the wants and ncccfTiiies of 
the people, I allowed all who had any thing to 
ofTcr on ihcfc fubjcils, to have accefs to mej 
and, although I never had much time to fpare, I 
pitientiy beftowed many hour?, and even days, 
‘ of it, in liftening to the multiplied, but indefi- 
nite foggefiions of Kundconiar. In a word, 
omitced no means which were confifteni with my 
charaftcr, to bring the innh of this accufation 
to light. 

In the courfc of the enquiry, I proceeded 
with the moft rigid impartiality, not fufiering (I 
can fafely fay) the fmallcft bus to incline me. 
Vou will fee with what materials 1 was furni(hed> 

I am. forty to fay, thatfomc were coUtfted with 
fo Utile decency .and regard to tuuh, as to make 
me apprehenfivc of the ciRdls which they might 

have 
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ii3V5 produced on my charaaer, from tlie couril 
Penance which l^afforded to the principal agent 
in the profecuuoni had I not in my own imme- 
diate conduct, invariably adhered to the ftrifteft 
rules of juftiefc My judgment wa^ formed with 
the fame temper of mind ; and I continue in the 
perfuaCon, that it will be found perfeflly con- 
fiftent with the evidence before me, which coll 
me much labour and attention, in the midll of 
continued interruption, to colleft it from the re- 
cords of near thirty diffirreot examinations, 

I INFORMED Rajah Huizoorymul of the re- 
ference wliith you had been plcafcd to dircfl me 
to make tq him, for the fafts on which his in- 
intormation (a copy of which I received in yout 
commands by the Lapwing) was grounded. He 
came fcvcral limes to me, with the exprefs purpofe 
and promife, of entering into a full communica- 
tim of the fubj £1, and brought with him an old 
and rcfpcflab'e Merchant of this city, fince de- 
ceased, who, he faid, was equally apprifed of thefc 
circiimdances with himfcl^ to aid him in his infor- 
ma ions 5 but after much timid hefiration, mutual 
reference, and procrailination, they both at length dc- 
tl.nxdit; nor could 1 ever obtain the fmallcll inielli- 
g«Toe from either. - f f?ioufd he ftiry if report 
were to give yotfan unfavourable opinion of 
Huzzootymul: 1 can truly affirm, that 1 know not a 
man of a more guarded conduft, or a more con- 
M fdcntious 
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fdentious 'mtegrUy- Either the fear of iKc confe- 
quences affefting his chara£lcr, reftrained him from 
avowing what he knew, or (which I think more 
likely) he was mifled by the clamoots of the peo- 
ple, in the information which he originally gave to 
Mr. Gregory. , 

. "With refpeS: to the accounts of the Niaamut, 
and the balance faid to be due from Mahommed 
Reza Cawn, for the coUeftions made by him at 
Dacca, during the life time of Jafficr Ally Cawn, 
it was certainly more in the power of Nundcomar, 
than any other perfon, to furmlh me with the 
fulleft and moft authentic ftate of both. Befidts 
an official and praflical knowledge which he pof- 
fefled of the nature of the former, of which at one 
time he had the entire management, he had at this 
time the command of all the accounts of the Niza- 
mut, through the means of his fon. Rajah Goor- 
dafs, who U the Dewan of that office. 

He poflelled the entire confidence of the Nabob 
Mcer Jafficr, at the time in which Mahommed 
Reza Cawn was employed as Agent for the Dacca 
Colledlions, and had aftually entered into a feru- 
tiny of his conduft during the life of that Nabob, 
which ferutiny produced the balance now appearing 
a^ainfthim.. 
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' All the accounts on thcfc heads; which I havd 
fever received from R^ahNondcomar, ftand upon 
record* and they are fuch as appear more calcula- 
ted to acquit Mahommed Reza Cawn, than efta- 
biilh any proofs againft him. Indeed,' her has 
lately offered to furnifh me with very minute ac- 
counts of the Dacca Colleftions, during the period 
of Mahommed Reza Cawn*s agency j bur thefe were 
not put into my hands until the enquiry was clofed, 
altho* he had talten other indirefl: means (I know 
not why) to bring them to the notice of the Board. 
And as to the Nizaraut accounts, although 1 have 
ufed every means* for upwards of ten months paft, 
both with him and his fon, which could operate 
cither on their hopes or fears, to obtain them, 
they were not delivered liU the latter end of Ja^ 
nuary laft, and were then accompanied with the 
promift of a feparate proof of embezzlement in 
the article of Exchange, which, after frefh im- 
portunity, both from mylelf and from the Board, 
was tranfmulcd fo late, that it arrived only on 
the loth inftant; nor did this, more than any 
other papers furnifficd by Nundcomar, afford 
any thing like proofs, but only reiterated charges* 
without one voucher, or the lead aid that might 
dircdt us to one. '• 

I AM at a Ibfs to difeover the feefet Ipring 
which governs the myftcrlous condiift of this 
man* as I am certain he is impelled by nothing 
M 2 Icfs 
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lefs 'than a defire to favour Mahommed Reza 
Cawn. , It might fuit well with his private views 
to procrafiinate the iffiie of the enquiry, although 
it would be little confiftenc with the credit or 
juftice of your -Admininration, to prolong it to 
a farther period, two years having been already 
confumed m bringing it to a clofe on our pro 
cecdings. Many attempts, indeed, were made’ 
by Nundcomar, both in the courfe of this af 
fair, and in the examination of Maha Raiah 
Shitabroy, to obtain a formal commiffion for mi- 
ing a perfonal and loeal inquiCtion into the accounre 
of the colleaions depending on both • but of 
I difapproved, knowing that fuch a ^ 

be converted, and behfvmg 
would be converted, to oumftr. * ^’ands, it 
to the revenue, and oppreflivc to''tte • 

waspropofedtotheBrard and bv rh^“'’ '‘ 

torily refufed. ’ °° 

potTefs of mv o»n°'"° •*'' whieh I 

>ny condo/ rhrorn®"'^’ 

wdl. onthemrO this ungrateful bufinefs. 

J'nr prriudirrs I ? ^ ^ '■'= '’io- 

Rrjl"c"'''"h'“u“'’ "'“““Sainll 

palEoa 
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palTion of the times, and rajfes expedbtions of great 
and important deteftions, the refult may baulk thoia 
expeftations, and turn the torrent of public clamour 
another way. In many of the private letters which' 
I received from my friends in England, I wag 
warned to aft with the greareft caution in this en- 
quiry, as the confirmation of my credit with the 
public, and, forgive me for adding, with your 
honourable Court, depended upon it* 

The rriagnitude of the charges which were al-i 
ledged againft Mahommed Reza Cflwn,' his repu- 
ted wealth, the means which that afforded him both 
of fupprelTiQg evidence, and even of influencing 
his Judges in his/avour, and the natural eonclufioa 
deducible from fo many exaggerated adcufadons, 
that Ibme part of them at Icaft was true, gave •ad- 
ditional force to thefe cautionary intimations, and 
made me fear for the confequenccs; not only as 
they might affeft my reputation, which it has been 
" the fiudy of my life to maintain unblcmiffied, but 
as they might blafi all my hopes from the continua- 
tion of your favour, which I hold fo)ely on the cre- 
ditor my integrity. 

. It is poflible that, on a review of the proceed- 
you may find fbme critical circtmiihinces 
difregarded, fomc fafts of confequence not fufl> 
cicntly traced through all their connexions or de- 
pendent events, by which the truth might have 
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been more fuccefsfuUy followed. I can only fay,* 
that I have never quitted this'profecution, but for 
affairs of greater moments and although 1 ever 
bear the moft refpeftful deference for your com- 
mands, and have never fuffered my 2cal to flackcti 
in their execution, yet 1 muff candidly own, that I 
never gave up a portion of my time to this buCnefs, 
’ withovrt fechng a painful regret, that fo much of it 
was loft to the care of your real interefts ; and how 
much of it I have beffowed on that, your records 
in the various departments over which I prefide, 
yvill abundantly tcflify. 

^ f ' 

" 1 MUST declare that 1 have another motive for my 
fears j the dark and deceitful charafler of Nund- 
comar, whofc gratitude no kmdnefs can bind, not 
even his own intereft difengage him from the 
crooked politics which have been the ftudy and 
ptaflice of his whole Ufc. Of this I have had many 
very extraordinary proofs ; 1 Iball inftance only 
two, as moft exprelTive of his ruling charadler. 

BEroRa my departure from Fort St. George, 
when my appointment to this Prefidency was 
known, a mefienger, cxprcftly deputed from 
Munny Begum, came to me there with Letters 
from her, intreating my proredVion in the moft 
f*rnefl: terms, both for her houfe, and for thepeo- 
pic of Bengal, ngamft the tyranny of Mahommed 

JJezsCaivn, and referring me for farther informa- 
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tion, to Maha Rajah Nundcomar, from* Tfhom I 
received fimilar addreflcs on the fame fubjeft, and’ 
by the fame hand. The Begum has fince folemnly 
difowned her having ever written fuch Letters, or 
authorifed fuch a commiffion, 

A viRV fhort time after the elevation of his 
fon to the high office which he now poflefles as 
Dewan to the Nabob, Nundcomar ftnt draughts 
of Letters to the Begum, which he recom- 
mended to her to write to me, enumerating the 
many encroachments which had been made by 
the Engliih government on the rights of the Ni- 
zamuc, and claiming them for the behalf of the 
Nabob. Copies of thele draughts, communi- 
cated to me by the Rcfident, Mr. Middleton, 

, and by other channels, arc actually in my pof- 
fellion. 

I TRUST to his own genius to furniffi you 
with nearer proofs in the reprefentations which 
he has already made, or which he may at this 
time convey to your knowledge. 

Mv experience of bis character has never al- 
tered my behaviour to him, but in fuch in- 
IbuMK-s. -awi hwz wc.c'i’iscd, as re- 

quired it for the public tranquilli^. I haVe fup- 
ported the authority of Rajah Goordafs, even in 
oppofition to the Begum, bccaufc it was con- 
, fiftent 
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ijftent with tlie crcclk and dignit/ of your Ad- 
nsiniftranon, that the fyftem, which it had been 
thought proper on well confidered giounds to 
appoint, Qiould be (Icadily fcpported. 

iHAvzalfo, in many lUtle inftances, by my 
countenance, affiftsd 1 the perfonal influence pf 
JVIaha Rajah Nundcomar ; and I have endea- 
voured to turn both his good and bad qualities 
to account for the advantage of the Honourable 
Company, in fuch occafions as could admit of 
the application of either ; but I muft: fay, that I 
have been difappointed in all my paft expefta- 
lions from him, and do not promlfe myfclf 
much benefit from his abilities in time to come^ 
the fccnc in which he had the faircft opporcu<i_^ 
pity of diiplaying them, is now clofed. 

'Whatever your rclblution may be concerning 
the future fate of Mahommed Reza Cawn, it is. 
, my duty, although i beheve It unneceCary, to 
icptclcni, that whatever reparation you may think 
due for his paft fufferiogs, the reftoration of any 
1 part of the power which he before poflened, wil^ 
inevitably tend to the injury of the Company’s af- 
fairs, and the diminution of your influence antj 
puthoriiy. - ^ 

There can be but one government and one 
^QVrer in dtis Province, Even the pretenfion^ 

of 
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of the Nabob may prove a fource of great em- 
barrafiment, when he is of age to claim his re- 
leafa from the prefent ftate of pupilage, which 
|itevents his aCTerting them, 

I hive the honour to be, 

"yVith the greatcfl: refpcit, 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your moft faithful and obedient 
Humble Servant, 
AVARREN HASTINGS* 


^xtraSis cfLelters from Bengal^ relative to the 
QharaSier of Maba Rajab Nundcoman 

pxtraft of a Letter from Henry Van Sittart, 
Efq. dated at Fort William, the x6th of 
January, 1761. 

I TOOK the opportunity of addrelfing you the 
I2th November by a Dutch fhip, and duplicate 
per Onflow. I hope the Court will approve of the 
ttanGidUoas there advKed of, aud of which a more 
circumftaniial detail is ^ven now. There are 
fome 1 know, who will endeavour to defcribe every 
part of It in the worft light poffible, and pretend 
* even 
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even to make it out, that the Company have not 
proBted, nor are likely to profit, by their late ac- 
quifitions. Such extenfive pofleffions are not to 
be reduced in a day under new regulations, buc_ 
that their income will foon be great, is not to be 
doubted. The dtijicultics that have occurred in the 
b^inning in the Burdwan country, have been ow- 
ing entirely to the diligence which fomc inhabitants 
of Calcutta, have ufed in pcrfuadlng the Rajah of 
two maxims, both unjuft; firft, that his own 
power was great, and capable of rcfifting ours j 
and fecondly, that it was our intention to treat him 
very ill, and turn him out of his Zemindary, in 
cafe of his fubcnittinghimfclf to our government. 

Of the falfity of the firft of theft notions, he has 
been convinced, by the defeat given to his whole 
force, by a very fmall detachment of ours ? of the 
falfity of the fecond be will be convinced alfo, as 
foon as he hears of the difcovery 1 have had the 
good fortune to make of h>s 01 advifers, by inter- 
cepting a Letter going to him from Calcutta. This 
Letter, with the man’s confcICon, is entered .on 
confultatjon the i gth inftant. 

» j" 

Nundcomar, the writer of it, is one of thoft, 
who being on bad terms with the country govern-, 
mwt, has lived a long time under the Englifij pro- 
<etftran. As theft (brt oC men 'are generally of a 
bad charaftcr, I trufted him tvith no part of my 
confidence. 
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confidence, fo he had a mind to fet up an authori^ 
ty of his own. Roydoolub, who lives here on the 
fame footing, appears by this Letter, to have been 
concerned in the fame corrcfpondence. Thofewho 
have been already promifed our protefiion, we are 
bound in honour to continue to prote£V, and I will 
faithfully do it, keeping them however under fo 
good a watch, as to put it out of their power to 
prejudice the Company. I fhall be very cautious 
how I add to the number ofthefe refugees j for it 
is atthc fametimtdeftroying the authority of the 
country government, and harbouring dangerous 
fjibjefts. 

Nundcomar’s chief anbclate of late, has been 
Mr. pAillarton, formerly a furgeon in your fendee* 
Ic was this Mr. Fullarton that had the principal hand 
inadvifing and penning the minute entered by Mr. 
Amyatt, in confulucion the 8th infianr, and fub- 
feribed to Mefirs. Ellis and Smythe. He has al- 
ways been at the head of a party, unlefs he could 
be at the head of the government, which I think 
him by no means fie for, and therefore 1 have never 
afked his advice. I made a minute in confulcatlon 
the i 2 ih, in anfwcr to the before mentioned, by 
which I believe the three gentlemen of the Council 
are convinced they have been milled. I did not 
mention Mr. Fullarton’s name in that minute, but 
gave fo apt a defeription of • him, that no one in 
Bengal can mjftakc him. ? . 


Extract 
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pstrn£l of General Letter, dated at Fort 
WUliam, the idth ofjanuaryi 1761. 

Par. 205. Prendcni having had reafon to 

1 . fufpedt the condufb of Nundcomar, 
a perfon to whom wc had given protection, and who 
was formerly employeti »n our fcrvIcc,mfome affairs 
with the country government,' narrowly watched 
his behaviour, and at laft difcovcrcd a Letter from 
the faicl NundcOniar, to the Rajah' of Purdwao, 
by which It appears, a fecrct coirtJpodcncc has fub- 
fifted between him and the Kajah, andhkewife be- 
tween the Rajah and Roydoolub. Immediaxrly on 
the Letter's being found, jt was thought proper to 
place guards on the jverfonsof Roydoolub, Kund* 
comar, and their principal adherents, and to fcjze 
their papers. 

Iw ourconfultatlon of the I3t!i inflanr, you will 
obferve, thofc two perfotis were called before ^{iS, 
and examined, and their papers delivered over to 
Mr. Hdftings's infpeClion, who is to lay before us 
whatever he finds relative to th6 charge againft 
them, V/c have great reafon ' to hope we have 
now difcovercd one of the hidden fources that gave' 
rife to the Bvirdwin Rajah's unexpc&cd rebellion, 
or at lead: fomented iij and that once ftopr, we 
doubt not to be able to bring him back to a fenfc of 
his duty. In the mean time wc^viU continue our en- 
quiries, and take fuch meafures with the offenders,, 
as we ftiall find adequate io,thcirintentions againft us. 

Extract 
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33 'ctra£l of General Letter, dated at Fort 
William, the S3d of February, 1761. 

Par/sr. informed your Honours, m our 

• * laft addrefs, of the fufpicions we 
had of Roydoolub, and Nundcomar, being con- 
cerned in a fecrct,CQrrefpondence with the Burdwan 
Rajah, and others that were difaffefted to ihcCom- 
pany, and that their perfons and papers had been 
fecured, Wc examined into all their papers, and 
nothing poGtlve appearing againft Roydoolub, the 
guard was taken off from his houfc 5 but of Nund- 
comar*s intriguing againft the Nabob’s and Conu 
pany’s government, many proofs appeared, and 
llrong fulpicion of more, from the dark and myfte- 
rious terms in which fome of the letters are wrote. 
Ttanflations of the mod material papers, together 
with all that paffed on lus examination, arc tranf- 
mitted to your Honours in a book apart, to which 
we beg leave to refer you ; and as, in the prefenc 
circumftanccs, it is not in Nundcomar’s power to 
do any injury to your affairs, nor can he leave the 
fettlcmept if he was fo inclined, it being our pro- 
tedion alone, that fecures him from falling under 
the difpleafure of the Nabob, we have therefore con- 
tented oorfclves,” with giving him a caution not to 
engage for the future, many affairs which do not 
belong to him. 


Exlraft 
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Extract of General Letter, dated at For^ 
William, the 12th of November, 1761. 

Far. 59? fenuments with refpeil to pro^ 

\-J testing ihc femnts of the country 
government, agree perfcdlly with yours. Thole 
who have received fuch protcftions, have proved 
in general falfc friends to us, of which the tranfac- 
tionsof Roydooluband Nundtomar, mentioned in 
our advices of lad feafon, maybe cRcemcd a proof ; 
thofe two do, however, remain under our protec- 
tion *, but we (hall cake care that the number of 
them docs not increafe. 


Extraft of General Letter, dated at Fort 
William, the 30th of Oftober, 1762; 

Par. jaa-TNouraddrcIsoftheSthofApril, 1762,' 
X by the Godolphin, we informed you 
of an enquiry we had before us, concerning *a 
packet of letters (lopped on the road to Cuttack, 
and (aid to be a corrcfpondence between Ramchurn 
and Camgar Cawn 5 and in our packet by that (hip, 
we tranfmitted our proceedings at length, in the 
I faid enquiry. "We remarked to your Honours, in 
our faid addrefs, that (everal (Irong circumflanccs 
appeared, to give tea(bn to believe that the whole 

packet 
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packet ^7as a forgery : frefli circumftances appear^ 
iogfince, to confirm the (aid belief, we catered in- 
to a farther examination of this matter, our pro- 
ceedings wherein, are likewife tranfmitted in the 
Godolphin packet. This farther examination has 
fully convinced us that the Letters were forged ; 
and there is great rcafon to think that Nundcomar 
was the contriver thereof, with a defign of ruining 
Ramchurn, We cannot fay there are fuch dired. 
proofs, as to fix the crime upon him with an abfo- 
lutc certainty, nor indeed is it poffible there fliould 
be pofuive proofs, while he aand his MoonChey 
(the only perfons fuppofed to be prefent when the 
Letters were forged) have refolution enough to per- 
fiflin denying it. 

iTj. The before mentioned Nundcomar, is the 
fame perfon who was convided fome time ago, of 
carrying on a corrcfpondcnce with the Burdwan 
Rajah, of a nature incenfiftent with his duty, and 
hurtful to your intereft, Wc find alfo, that the 
fame Nundcomar was inftrumental in carrying on 
a correfpondcnce between ihc Shahzadah and the 
French Governor General, before the capture of 
Pondicherry, This information was given to the 
Prefidenr, and by him being laid before the Board, 
,W3S proved by fuch pofitivc evidence, as to leave 
;io roorh to doubt of the faft. The leafi we could 
conclude upon fuch crimes was, that Nundcomar, 
being a perfon improper to be trufted with his li- 

bsrty 
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berty m yoiir fcttltmcnt, anrJ cnpablc of 
mifchicf ifhcwas pcrmiitcd logo out of this pro- 
vince, ciiiier to the northward, or towards the 
Deccan, fiiouid therefore be kept confined to hii 
own houfe, under fo ftrtft a guard, as to prevent 
his writing or receiving Jeiicrs* 

2 14. Ik a feparate Letter of the fich of -Ap«h hy 
the fame fiiip, v/c acquainted your Honours of 
our having received from Mr. Batfon, a parcel of 
T*crfian 'writings, faid to be copies of letters be« 
tween the Nabob, Coja Petrufe, and others, of a 
dangerous nature. You wi)l find by our Let- 
ter, and the proceedings in our enquiry which 4 C* 
companied It, that we greatly fofpeited tbi> p-cket 
alfo to be a forgery 1 which fufpicion grew ftronger 
every day* from the cvafions aod cxcofes of tlie 
pcrfoti who gave thefc copies to Mr. Batfon, in 
complying with our demand, that he fliould pro* 
ducc one or more of the originals. After waiting 
about four months, having reafon to beheve that 
the whole was a forgery, invented with a defign of 
making a difference between us and the Nabob, 
vre ordered Mr.Batfon to fend Byararp, the ^Compa- 
ny’s Vakeel, who gave him the information, to 
Calcutta ; and at the fame time we acquainted the 
Nabob, and his Deputy at Moor/hadrfbad, with the 
whole affair, and the names of his two Moonfheys, 
from one of whom, Bjaram (old Mr. Batlon, he 
had received the copier, and tlie o.hcr he faid had 

the 
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tlic originals. Bvaram being crrived in Calcutta^ 
nnd examined before the Board, declared the I*cr- 
fian copies were brought him by the h.ind'i of one 
Budde O’Dln, a relation oi ibe Moonlhey ; and 
the Moonlheys, on their part, being examined by 
the Nabob’s Deputy at Moorfindabad, declared 
they never gave Byfram the faid copies, or any 
other papers*, and farther, that Budde O’Din 
\sas a perfon bnknov.n to them, and a dependent 
of Byaram hmiDlf. If this lall aflenion is found, 
on farther enquiry, to he true, we think there is 
great reafon t > conclude that Byaram is a principal 
in the forgery, and that it wi \ remain with hini 
to produce Budde O'Din, whom wc have not been 
ab e to find after the fearch ; and therefore 

the enquiry refli unfiniftied, until we fee if the faid 
Budde o’Din will be forth coming. 

irj. Our proceedings in this enquiry, as well 
as thole relatu-e to thr French corrclpondence, are 
alio fent in the Godolphin packet. 


Extra£t of a'Separate Letter from the Gover- 
nor and Council, dated at Fort Wilham, 
the nth of March, 1765. 


Par. S. T TAVING afterwards confidered the ar- 
t X rangcmcnis and regulations neceDary 
to be made in the government it was refolved, on 
^ N account 
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bcrty in your fcUlcmrnt, anfl c-ipiblc of tlotng 
mifc-hicf if lie was iKrmiltctl logo out of ibw pfO' 
vince, either to tlic northwart!, or towartis the 
J5cccan, fliould therefore be I'.cpt confined to his 
own houfe, under fo fttift a guard, as to prevent 
his writing or receiving letters. 

j 14. 1 r a feparale Letter of the Stii of Apt'h hy 
the fame (hip* v.e acquainted your Honours of 
our having received from Mr. Batfon, a parcel of 
Verfian writing's, faid robe copies of letters he* 
tween the Nabob, Coja Petrufc, and otticrs* ti 
dangerous nature. You wiU End by our f^id Let* 
ter, end the proceedings in our enquiry which ac- 
companied it, {hat we greatly fufpe^lcd this packefe 
alfo to be a forgery % which fufplcion grew E rongcr 
everyday, from the evafions and cjccufcs of the 
perfon who gave thefc copies to Mr, Batfon, in 
complying with our demand, that he fhould pro- 
duce one Of more of the originals. After waiting 
about four months, having reafon to beheve that 
the whole was a forgery, invented with a defign of 
making a difference between us and the Nabob, 
we ordered Mr.Baifoti to lend Byaraip, the ,Compa- 
ny $ Vakeel, who gave him the information, to 
Calcutta-, and at the fame lime we acquainted the 
Nabob, and his Deputy at MoorJhaddbad, uiththe 
whole affair, and the names of his two Moonlheys, 
from one of whom, B)4ramtold Mr. Batlon, he 
had received the copies, and the o.h-r he faid had 

the 
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the originals. Byararn being arrived in Calcutta 
nnd examined before the Board, declared the l*cr 
iian copies were brought him b/ the hit ds of oni 
Biidde O’Din, a relation ot the Moonthey *, anc 
the Moonlheys, on their part, being examined b; 
the "Nabob's Deputy at Mcotn^adabad, dcchret 
thev never g.ive Bjrram the faitj copic®, or an; 
other papers 1 and farther, that Bndde O’Dii 
ivas a perfon unknown to them, and a dep-nden 
of Byararn lumfclf. If this laft aflVruon is found 
on farther enquiry, to be true, uc think there! 
great teaCon ci conclude that Byararn is a prmcipa 
in the forgery, and that it wi 1 remain with hin 
to produce Buddc O’Din, whom wc have not bwi 
ab e to find after the lliiflcft fearcli t and rherefori 
the enquiry refts unfinifhcd, o^tll we fee if the fau 
Buddc o’Din wtll be forth coming. 

115 Our. proceedings in this enquiry, as well 
as thofe relative to the French correlpondence, are 
ailo lent in the Godolphin packet. 


Extraft of a'Separa'e Letter from tlieGover- 
nor and Council, dated at Fort William, 
the itth of Marchy. 


Par. 8. TTAVING aftenvards confidered the ar- 
t A rangenicrtts and regulations nectfiary 
to be made m the government, it was refolved, oi 
N account 
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Jtcc/W'it of ul Dcwuh's scrtty, and hj 

entire ignorarce in the afJiVs of govcm.’n'T.t, Hr. 
ing been never in the IcaH; engaged thercia, till he 
v/tnf up !o the city about two ir.onihj before, ihr: 
the v/hole charge fhould not left open him, ror 
upon Nundcomar, m whom he had caprened an 
inclmation of repoftng Im entire confidence. Since 
then the whole cruft appeared too great to be 
placed in one man, and that, from former circum- 
ftaneca in Nundcomar’s conduft, v*e had much 
rcafon to diftruft him, it was thought proper that 
tinoiiier petfon (hould be appointed, at the Board's 
recommendation, in the capacity of Nflib Subah, 
v/ho fhould have immediately, under the Nabob, 
theclucf management of all affairs; and no one as 
the fame time, appearing fo fit for this truft as 
Mahommed Reza Cawn, the Naib of Dacca, he 
was accordingly nominated for it. Under this 
Naib Subah it was agreed, that the bufinefs of the 
collcftion of the revenues, fbould be divided into 
two or more branches, as might afterwards appear 
proper ; and the appointment or difmiOioa of the 
IVlutfuddics of thofe branches, andthealfotmentof 
their fcvcral diflrifts, be with our approbation ; 
and that we Ihould alto be at liberty to pome out 
ftnd objeft, when improper perfons were employed 
under them, 


Extrafl 
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£xtra& of al-ctter from John Spenc-C^i 
dated at Fott William, March 14* *765- 

Far. 8, TSH^LL now proceed to m^he fame 
X obfcrvaiions on our tranfad^ions, in 
confcqucnce ot the dcmilcof Jaffier Ally Cawn, the 
late Nabob. , 

5. We have thought h mod prudent tO fupporc 
his eldeft fon in the government, as pointed out by 
the Utc Nabob. Cert iml^ he is not eo^u^l to fuch 
a charge, but as much fo, or more, than ^ny of the 
lamily. To have fought for any one out of the 
iamdv, might, as affairs are clrcumflan^od, have 
been attended \\uh vcr)'cvil confequence^ to your 
affairs, and the country m general, at ihisjonfture, 
befides the appearance of i jufticc it would wear j 
and what we have done, is confonant to your late 
orders, to fupport Jaffier and his family* This, 
therefore, was our plan as to the fucccflbr ; and 
Our proceedings now lent home, Ihew the heps we 
ha\c taken to prevent too much power falling into 
anyone man’s hanUs under him, cipccially *0 ihofe 
of Nundcomar, whofe evil difpofiuon to our affairs 
in general, is too notorious to jou and us, but 
during the time of the late Nabob, ic w:is thought 
too difguftful a meaiure to enfrree hi^ removal. 
We Ihall, hoAievcr, by the mcalurcs purfuing, 
reduce his power wuhin moderate bounds* ‘f 00c 
N 2 prevail 
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prevail on tlic Nabob totally to remove him, ^Yhrch 
•moft depend on the adi ices of our deputies zz 
Moorniadabad, who arc now there carrying our 
agreement with the Nabob into execution. 


Extract of General Letter, dated at Fort 
, William, the 5tU of September, 1772. 

Par. 13./ H 'ME appointments which have l>een 
j , JL thought indilpcnfable upon thcabo- 
lition of the ©nice of Nalb Subah, are as follows : 
A guardian to the young Nabob, a dewan of liis 
houfehold, and, for the bufinefs of the collc^lions, 
a devan ‘of the khalfa. The perfons named to thefe 
truds, are Munny Begum, (the rcli£l of the late 
Nabob, JafRer Ally Cawn,) guardian*. Rajah 
Goordafs, the fon of Maha Rajah Nundcomar, 
dewan $ and Rajah Rajebullub, the fon of the late 
Maha Rajah Doolubram, dewan of the khalfa. . 

14. The nomination of Munny Begum to the 
fupermtendence of the houfehold, and guardianllup 
of the perfon of the Nabob, is a meafure from 
which we expedl the happieft conhqusnces. Her 
known averfion to Mahomnied Reza Cawn, and 
oppofitton of intercfts to his, render her the 6tteft* 
psrlon to eradicate Jiis influence in the houfehold V 
and her high rank and abilities, equally qualify 
her to reprelent the dignity of thcfanuly, without 

any 
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any danger to the Company, from fnch preten- 
fions as might be apprehended from any male rela- 
tion of JafHer Ally Cawn, or from the ambition of 
any other man of 'confidcration, to whom fiich a 
truft might be delegated. 


Extract of n Letter from the Governor and 
Council, in their lecrec Depaftment, 
dated Fort William, March 31ft, 1773. 

Par. 7. A COMPLETE fet of our-procecd* 
jlX ings, relative to Rajah Sbitabroy, 
forms a number in this packet. There was not at 
the beginning, any abfoUuc charge againft him, 
but only a fofpicion, arKlng from the diminution 
of the revenues of the Bahar Province. This he 
attributes to the feveriiy of the drought, and the 
coniequeiit famine? and wc found his reprefenta- 
tion confirmed, by a reference to the correfpon- 
dence otMcflrs. Rumbold and Alexander, as well 
as by the fubrequent invcflugations of the Chief and 
Cou'ctl of Patna, and the Collcdtors of that pro- 
vince. During thetjmc, however, of his detention 
inCMcxnta, encouragement having been given for 
accufations agalnft him. Rajah Nundcomar, and 
Rajah Deenjnarain, produced a number of arti- 
cles, amounting to Rs.i 15, 32,6-9 9 3? butupon 
enquiry into them, the gieatclV part, amounting 

to 
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to Rt. 9Tt4*»837 ** 6, we found to be entirely 
without foundaiion, and accordingly we have fo far 
ecquittrd him. The remaining Rs. 24,50,841 15 9, 
requiring a local invcftigadon, we have fent.orders 
for that purpofc, to the Chief and Council <Sf 
Piim , and as in‘thcfc articles Rajah Shirabroy is 
not aftually accufed of any mifconduft or embez- 
zlement, but it is only furmi’ed that he poflibly 
may have been guilty, we have gii“cn him permif- 
fion to rcfidc at Calcutta or Moorlbadabad, as is 
moft convenient to him, till the receipt of their 
anfwcrj but we did not think it proper to extend 
this licence to Patna, Icaft Im prcfcncc there might 
occafton an undue influence, and obflruA the en- 
quiry we hqve ordered, 


Extract of aL.etter from the Governor and 
Council, in their fccret Department, datc^ 
. -at Fort William, Auguft 16, 1773. ^ 

Par. la. TTTE arquainted you, in the i8th pa- 
VV ragraph of our Letter of the 
of March laft, from this department, by ihe Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, that weihad made confidera- 
blc progrefs in the enquiry againfV Mahommed 
■Reza Cdwn, but that wc forefaw jt would be a 
very tedious and iroubleRime bufmefs. We have 
gfpac rcafon to continue confirmed m this opinion ; 

fp? 
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for notwithftandlng we have dedicated to it, all the 
time that we could poHlbly fpare from the other in- 
difpenfable duties of^your government,, we have 
only yet been able to go through the firft article of 
impeachment, namely, the charge of his monopo- 
lizing grain during the famine. We have examined 
a number of evidences in fupport of this charge, 
but we- mufi: acknowledge that they do nbt eftablilh 
any clear or conclutivc proofs of the Nabob's 
guilt i on the contrary, the belief which prevailed 
in the country, of his being concerned in that trade, 
feems in a great degree to have taken its rife from 
the notions of the people, who, not having acccis 
to better intelligence, blended and miHook the du- 
ties of Mahommed Ueza Cawn's public llaiion, in 
tlie mcafares which he purfued for the relief of the 
city during the height of the famine, for the exer- 
tion of fordid views, to gratify and promote his 
private inicreft. 

13. .Mahommed Reza Cawn has delivered in a 
defence to this article, avowing his innocence of 
the charge, pointing out ihc meafures which his 
public duty obliged him to take for the relief of 
the country at that melancholy conjunfture, and 
detecting a variety of fallehoods and contradiflions, 

has not >ec been recorded on our proceedings, nor 
have we thought it neceflary to fum the proofs in 
this charge, until wc /ball have gone through the 
Olhcr articles of accufaiion. 


14. Ths 
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14. The fccond aruclc of impeachment, is rhe 
Lalanct'which is ftautl againft him during the rv;o 
years that he collcfleci the Dacca revenues, under 
the Nabob Mecf J.iflier.. This balance is ground- 
ed upon a tthud, or conira^V, and a hiflbundce, 
^vhich appear under Maliommed Reza Cawn’s feal. 
In reply to the demand which it eRnblinies Ma- 
hommed Reza Cawn fcis forth, that thefe deeds 
were extorted from him by violence, at a time 
\\hcn, through the machinations of Nundcomar, 
he was under confinement, and confidered his life 
to be in danger, and that they were afterwards in- 
validated, or fupcrfcdcti, by writings, whiclj he 
produces, under the ligo manual of the Nabob 
IVIccr JafRer. Nundcomar, on the other hand, 
continues to alT-ft, that the balance eftabhfiied by 
this kiftbundee, is juftly due, and recoverable from 
Mahommed Rtza Cawn Thus clrcumftanccd, 
without the alTiRancc of farther lights or proofs^ 
the only cUic we have Idr, to lead to the itivefti- 
gation of the truth, and upon 'which to build a 
judgment, is to obtain, if poITiblr, an account of 
theaftual colleftionsmade in the province of Dacc.'^ 
for thefe years. W’chave with th sviewrcfolvt-d, thac 
our Prcfidtnt fhall c»U upon Nundcomir, fjrevcry 
paper and proof that he can produce jn fupport of 
thia charge, and that ihefc fhall be given in trufV tq 
Mr. BarwcU, the Chict of Dacca, wuh full powers 
and infttudljons to trace and afeertain, either by 
|lie lights which they may afford, or by any otlicr 

means 
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niears in his power, fuch as the acquVing oF the 
MoJTufllil pipsr®, or obtaining information fn^m 
the ancient Mutfuddies of the diftnft, an exadt 
account of the real collcftions for the tv.o years in 
which Mahommed lleza Cawn was the Naib of 
Dacca. ' 

/ 


Ji.xfrpMs cf Lelters to Bingal, ulaiivc to the 
CharaSier of Maba Rajab Nmidcomar, 

Extra£t of a Gcberal Letter to Bengal, dated 
February the 22d, 1764. 

f 

Par. ^7. T^ROiM the whole of ) our proceedings 
X' with rcfpcfl to Nundcomar, there 
feems to be no doubt of his endeavouring, by for- 
gery and falfc accufatidns, to ruin Ramcimrn *, 
that he has been guilty of carrying on correlpon- 
dcnces with the country powers, hurtful to the 
.Company’s intetefts, and mftrumenial in convey- 
ing letters between the Shah Zadah and the French 
Governor General of Pondicherry. In fbort, it 
appears, he is of that wicked and turbulent difpo- 
fition, that no harmony can fubfift in a focicty, 
where he has the opportunity of interfering. We, 
therefore, mofl readily concur with you, that 
Nundcomar 
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NanJcomar is a pcrfon improper to 'be tniM 
with hts liberty in our fcitlcmcncs, and capable of 
doing mifehief, if he is permitted to go out of the 
province, either to the northward, or towards the 
Deccan. We fliall, therefore, depend upon your 
keeping foch a watch over all his aftiOns, aS may be 
the means of preventing bis difturbifig the quiet of 
liie pubVic, or injuring tndwiduais for the future. 

38. In the affair of Co)a Petrufe, there feems to 
us much reafon to doubt the authenticity of the 
letler'5, and efpeciaUy as the Preffdenc has declar- 
ed, that no fuch man as Cawn Bahadar, fo often 
mentioned in them, was ever Icen or’ heard of by 
him, nor any fuch propofal ever made to him, a? 
is therein mentioned. But as you defire to be In- 
formed, whit mcafures you may lawfully take in 
cafes of this nature, and particularly what proof? 
are fuCRcieni to authorize you to feizc the papers of 
perfons accufed, we think it right to acquaint y6u 
in general, that where the accufed are the fub- 
jefU of the Indian Princes, great caution and cir- 
cumfpedlion muft be ufed; and if aftual proof 
cannot be procured, but "you have reafon to think 
the fufpicion well founded, you are then to endea- 
vour to gee fuch pcrfon recalled,' or removed by 
remonflrances to his employers, . and upomdue 
proof of guilt, you may fend him yourfclves to his 
employers, with fuch evidence of his guile, as you 
fliall bcpofTcflcd of. The intercepting of letters; 

may, 
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may» \ipon grounded fufplcion, be in Tom^ 
Uieafiire juftified , but the fcizing of paper? is a 
matter of a very delicate nature ; and without the 
fuUeft and mofl fatisfaflory evidence of the f?£ls, 
and a certainty of finding fuch pipers as would au- 
thenticate fuch fafks, we cannot encourage you to 
purfue fuch a meafure. 


Extra£t ofn General Letter to Bengal, dated 
March the gd, 1775. ^ 

Par, 46. rr^HE conduft of Nundcomar, in the 
X part he has taken againfi Mahom- 
med Reza Cawn, appears to us fo vcryinconGfient 
and unworthy, that we feel a repugnance to the 
continuance of his fon in the high office of Roy 
Koyan of the Province. And as the acquittal of 
Mahommed Reza Cawn, warrants us again to em- 
ploy him, we di reft, that, if he can with propriety 
accept of that office, under the regulations and re- 
ftnflionsefiabhlhed by our Prefidcnc and Council* 
and with the falary granted to Rajah Goordafs for 
executing the fame, he be forthwith appointed 
thereto, and receive a proper khellaut, and fuch 
other marks ofdiftmftion, as are ofually confirred 
on natives on like occafions. We mean not by 
this appointment, to rcflore Mahommed Reza 
Cawn to any improper degree of power, biic 
^ ^ merely 
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government of this province, and more efpecjally 
in the family of the Nabob, ate the foie motives 
for this recommendation. The Honourable Com* 
pany, m their Letter by the Lapwing, order, that 
both “ Mahommed Reza Cawn, and every perjon 
“ employed by or m conjundion with him, or at- 
“ ting under his influence, fhali be divefted of any 
farther charge or influence m the colledltons,’* 
and they farther dircft, that a nriQ: ferutiny be 
made into his conduft, in the cxcrcifeof his ofHcc 
of Naib Subah, from the fulpicion of his having 
b-en '' equall) unfaithful in the difcharge of that 
« rruft 

It is \ery evident, from thefe orders, that it 
was the intention of the Court of Diredlors, to 
make an entire reformation in the government of 
thefe provinces, and to begin with the abolition of 
that authonty, which bad been cflabhfhcd in icdu* 
ring thecourfc of the laft le\cn years. Indeed, if 
this iiad not been c\prcflcd, it mufl neccflarily 
have been implied m their commands} firce it nas 
not to beexpefted, that a nciv plan of government 
v/ould cflcflually take place, while the influence of 
the former fubfilled. The fame msn, tiHIaccIj, 
had the charge of the Nabob’s houfchold, thefo’e 
appheanon of hisvafl ftipeods, the arim mflrmcn 
ot jufticc, and ihecofleelion of ihc revenues cf t^e 
province. In a word, cvxrj' branch of the admi- 
riflration was centered mthcpcifon of Mahomm'd 

Kcza 
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RezaCawn. 'R that his authoHty Wdi 

much dimintlhed In thecolleftions, by the inftitu- 
tion of the Supervifors} but he ftill retained an in- 
fluence in raoft parts of the province, and in fomc 
of his fecrct power, was even fuperiot to that of the 
Supemfor. i^n theidireftion of the Nabob’s houfe- 
5ioid, he bfted without clieck or Controul. The 
Nabob’s. fetvants were all of Ins appointment, his 
creatures and dependents.' Thcfe ftill continue in 
charge of the Nabob’s pcrlbn, and in pofleflion of 
hh mind, which they may be naturally fuppofed to 
bend to fuch incltnations and purpofes, as may 
bell fu« the views and mter^fls of their patron* . 

These rcafons will juflify the nomination of a 
man to foppiy the place of the late Naib Subah, 
who is known to be his moft violent opponent, 
and moft capable of oppofing him. It is not pre- 
tended that thefe ends are to be obtained merely 
from the abilities of Rajah Goordafs 5 his youth 
and inexperience render him* although unexcep- 
tionable in otlwr IrTpcfls, inadequate to the real 
puTpnfcs of his appointment , but his' father hath 
all the abilities, petfeverance, and temper, reqUifue 
for fuch ends, in a degree, perhaps, exceeding any 
man in Bengal. Thefe talents have heretofore nude 
him obnoxious to government itlclf, and therefore 
it might be thought unfafe to truft him with an 
authomy fo near the Nab)h, whom he mighfln- 
fpirc wuh his ovrn ambmoi, and amil with the 

means 
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means of carrying it to the mod dangerous 
trcmes. It is polTible that this be the cafe, 

were he immediately and formally cntrulled with 
the charge in queftion, and therefore it is propofed 
to confer it upon his fon, who is of himfdf in- 
capable of making a very bad ufe of it, and to 
allow of his afting under the influence and inftruc- 
tion of his father, who, holding no offlee under 
the Nabob, and being a fubjeft of our govern- 
ment, may be removed without eclat, or the ledfi: 
appearance of violence, whenever he Ihall be 
proved, or even fu^pefled, to abufe his ttuft, and 
apply it to the defigns hurtful to theiniercfls of the 
Honourable Company. 

■WARREN HASTINGS, 


iWr- Middleton delivers in tie folloviing mlmtte. 

FOR the reafons which have been fo properly 
and powerfully urged by the Prefidcnt, I entirely 
approve of the choice he has made in the perfon of 
Rajah Goordafs, as a man the moft eligible to fu- 
pcrjntend the affairs of the Nabob’s houfchold, and 
at the fame time to complete the reformation which 
the Company have thought neceffary to be made 
in the government of this country. Young and 
inexperienced himfetf, without that temper of mind 
which denotes ambuion, no apprehenfions need 
I he 
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be entertained of hts making an improper nfe of thd 
autlionty v/ith wlilch he is inyefted j yet, direfted 
by the counfel of his father, whofe abiiities, and in- 
veteracy to the late Naib Subah, are well known, he 
not only muit be deemed capable of difcharging 
all the functions of his ofHcc with applaufe, but 
muQ: appear particularly calculated to anA'crihofe 
ends the Honourable Company have in view, by 
the total fuppreffion of that influence, which ha^ 
hitherto been placed in the pcrlbn of Mshommed 
Reza Ca%'n*, and this vruhout any danger that 
fchemes of ambition wdl be formed b)' the father 
hlmfclf, or, 'jf formed, without a pofllbiltty of 
CTecmlnglhem, feeing that the power, from which 
his confcquencc rs only teflcflcd, will be fo circum- 
feribed, and wholly unable to fereen him, on the 
leaft breach of confidence, from thejuft rffotmenc 
of thofe to whom he is indebted for the degree of 
confidcration he holds. , 

SAM. MIDDLETON, 

McflVs.Dacres, Lawrell, and Graham, objcfl to 
the pTopofiuon of appointing Rajah Goordafs Dc- 
wan to the Nabob, and wiU aflign their rcafons at 
a future meeting. 


Extraft 
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iSxtraft of Proceedings of the Committee of 
Circuit, dated at Coflimbuzar, the 26tK 
of July, 1772. 

M ESSRS' Dacres, Laivrell, and Graham, lay 
before the Committee the following miniite, 
in fupport of their dilTcnt from the Prerident’s pro- 
pofition, for appointing Rajah Goordafs Dewati to 
the Nabob. 

Thb bafis on which we objeft to the appoint- 
ment of Rajah Goordals to the office of “ Dewan 
“ of the houfehold, and manager of the Nabob*s 
finances,” is becaufe we efteem it in eJfcft, the 
appointment of Nundcomat, who, with refpeft to 
the various accufations againft his political conduA, 
and the orders which hive been in confequence re- 
ceived from the honourable thfe Court of Direftors, 
ftands in fuch a predicament, as to preclude, in 
bUr opinion, dn acquicfccncc in the Frefidenps 
propofition. We crave the patience of the Com- 
miitce loperufe thofetcllimomcs, feithfuilf collec- 
ted from the public records of our government, 
on which we ground this opinion* 


O 


Extrafi 
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ExtraafroraSeptemberConfultations, 1762. • 

July 31. rr^HE Prefidcnt having had inforcna- 
J. tion that Nundcomar was aOifling 
in carrying on a correfpondence between the Shah 
Zadah and the government of Pondicherry, defires 
that Mon jck Chowdry may be called before the 
Board, and interrogated thereon. * 

September 30th. The Board being now met, 
to confider and determine on the fubjeft and proof 
of this accufation againft Nundcomar, 

Head the feveral proceedings thereon fince the 
commencement of the enquiry, whereby It appears 
to be clearly proved, by the teftimony of femal 
witneCes corroborating the declaration of Gori- 
chunt Battcrgce, that be, the favd Gorichunt, was 
not in Calcutta at the time Nundcomar alledges in 
his defence, to have given him the letters from 
Ivir. Law. 

Nundcomar being therefore called in and ac* 
quainted therewith, was alked if he had any thing 
elfe to plead in his defence, but is found to be 
able to urge nothing material. 

The queftion being put,— Whether, from the 
fafts ftated, and the evidence and depofiuons taken 
' ' before 
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before this Board, Nundcomar is guilty of the 
charge hid againft him or not? ^ ^ 

The Board arc unanimoufly of opinion that he 
is guiUy •, but 

Agreed to defer pafEng a fontence Upon him, 
until they arc able to form a judgment on the fub- 
jeft of the other enquiry relative to the intercepted 
letters. 

OcTODER 4 th. The Board having taken into 
confideration the whole -of the proceedings in the 
enquiry regarding the imeicepted letters, are of 
opinion, as there arc no dircft proofs of the charge 
appear in the courfe of the evidence, that they had 
better defer coming to any final decifion upon thi 
matter; but as it fully appears, from the fubjeft 
and fubfiance of this, enquiry; that Nundcomar is 
a man every way capable, and inclmed to create 
difturbances tn the country* prejudicial to the 
Company’s intereft, the Board are of opinion* that 
he ought not to be ttufted with his liberty, 

Aoreed, therefore, that he be kept in his own 
houfe, under fo ftncl a guard, as to prevent his 
S’ct-m-jtig OM-cts, 

N. B. Thcfc' proceedings, commencing the 
syih of April, jyCi, and ending the nih of 
O 4 April, 
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April, 1^62, and continued again from tlie 
of July, 1762, to thedateof thelaftextradl, con- 
tain charges againft Nundcomar, of forging the 
intercepted letters, with an intent to ruin Ram- 
churn, and of being inftrumental in conveying 
Jetters from the Shah Zadah to the French Gover- 
nor General at Pondicherry. He (Nundcomar) 
■was alfo conviiled, in the courfe of thefc proceed- 
ings, of carrying on a treacherous correfpondcnce 
with theBurdwan Rajah, and ocher rebellious Ze- 
mindars, who were in arms agamft Meet CofTim, 
as appears by the words of Mr. Van Sittart's mi- 
nute, recorded the 31ft of July, 1762: “For 
“ the enmity which Nundcomar had long borne 
againft Ramchurn, was veil known, and had 
•* been aggravated juft before, by Ramchurn’s In- 
“ tcrcepting, by my orders, tbar treacherous letter 
“ which Nundcomar had written to the Burdwan 
‘“Rajah, and of which he was fully convjfted, 
before the Board, the 13th of January, 1761.” 

But as thofc confultations are voluminous, and 
as they arc at the fame time open for farther refe- 
rence and infpcftion, if neceflary, we have content- 
ed ourfelves with cxtraftmgthc foregoing opinion 
of Nundcomar's general charafterj and indeed 
feek for proofs of if v/hcre wc w ill, for a fuccetTson 
of 'jt-w-., -4 ,^; Vata w-vf-MWiV; dtAincatcd to "be 
a man intriguing and untruftwonhy. 


Extract 
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Extraft from the Company’s General Letter 
to their Prefident and Council, dated 
February the 22d, 1764. 

Par. 37, T^ROM the whole of your proceedings,’ 
JP with reipeft to Nundcomar, there 
ftems to be no doubt of his endeav'ounng, by for* 
gery and falfc accufation, to ruin Ramchuti' > ^hat 
he has been guilty of carrying on correfpondence 
with the country powers hurtful to the Company’s 
intereds, and infcrumcntal in conveying letters be- 
tween the Shah Zadah and the French Governor 
General of Pondicherry. In Ihort, it appears that 
he is of that •wtehed and turhuknt dtfpofitton^ that no 
harmony can fubfift infocieiy, where he has the op- 
portunity of interfering. We, therefore, mud: 
readily concur wuh you, that Nundcomar is 
a perfon improper to be trufted with hts liberty in 
Dur feitlmintSy and capable of doing if he 

is permitted to go out of the frovtncey cither to the 
northward, or towards the Deccan. We Ihall, 
therefore, depend upon your keeping fuch a watch 
over all his aft.ons, as may be the means of pre- 
venting his difturbing the quiet of the public, or 
injuring mduiduals^ for the future. 


Extraft 
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Extrafl of Meer Afhroff’s Narr.itive, re; 
corded on Confultatioii, Oflober the 1 1 th, 
1764. ' • > ’ ' 


A S theMajor(MajorCafnacycontinued prcfllng 
me very earncftly, I acquainted him with x 
every thing that had come to my knowledge, to 
the following purport. 


Oni day Hajee Abdulla, who fought for Meer 
CotTim in Patna Fort, andh now with the army in 
Rajah Nundcomar's fcrvicc, informed me» that 
Rajah Nundcomar had been fpeakbg to him about 
making an agrecmenc'with Meer Coflim, whereby 
he (Nundcomar) would engage conftantJy to fend 
him faithful accounts of all the tranfaiflions of the 
Engblh army, on condition that he would appomt 
him to the Dewannec of the province of Bengal, 
^&c. Moreover, he had fethisfeal to a blank paper^ 
and given it co a peribn to carry it to Meer Co/Hcn, 
and write thereon whatc%*cr engagements might be 
necelTary for his latisfaflion, and deliver it to him. 
I told Hajec Abdulla, I was not a Hircarrah, that 
1 Ihould repreftnt this matter to the Nabob ; that 
Moorly Durr has the oflicc of Hircarrab, and that 
he fhould inform him of ihtfe particuhrs, that he 
might reprefent them to Jus Excellency. Accord- 
ingly llajcc Abdulla acquainted Moorly Durr with 
the affair, whereupon he fcni fomc of Ins llircar- 
*■ rahs 
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rahs to apprehend the people who were carrying the 
paper under Nundcomar’s leal} but as Nundco- 
mar’s people went away the day before, the Hir- 
carrah’s could not catch them. Moreover, when 
Dundyaul Miflar received the agreement from you 
and the Nabob, and was difni'lled to Rajah Bulwand 
Sing, Rajah Nundcomar Ipoke to him by night in 
his tent, in the following terms: “Itis'out of 
“ fnendlliip that I give this admonition : tell the 
“ Rajah it is unjuftifiable and dilhonourable, for 
** him to revolt from ms mafter ; thefe gentlemen 
“ here are wavering m their councils : be fUre 5 (?u 
f* fail not to mention this.’* i 


Copy of a Letter from Rajali Nundcomar to 
Rajah Bulwand Stiig, recorded on Confiil- 
tation, dated O'Ro'ber the iith, 1764, 

T HAVE had the pleifure to receive your letter 
X by the hands of Dundvaul Miffar, A treaty is 
now lent soufrom hence, under the care of the faid 
Miffar. I, who am finccrely year well wifher, and 
look upon jour prolpemy as my own, write you, 
out of fnendlliip, that your revolting from your 
miflerand jourdut)v*» contrary to the rules of 
honour and jiiftice. Here, that thefe gentlemen 
are e^cry minute changing their counfcls, and pur- 
fuc nothing with fteadmels, you Ihould not place 

any 
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any confidence in their writings or agreements^ 
Dundyaul Mifiar acquaimed me fully with the 
mcfiagc you fent by him j and I have fent you by 
his mouth, the particulars of my anfwcr and advice, 
agreeably to my friendthip for you : moreover, he 
has feen \yich his own eyes 5 he will .inform you of 
everything* 'You fhouM aft conformable thereto, 
and believe me to bcyourwcll-vrilhcr, . ' 


popy of a Letter to the Honourable Prefi-t 
. dent, from Mr. Van Sittart, recorded on 
ConfuUaCion, dated March i6th, 1765. 

A greeably to your orders, I now lay be-* 
fore you what information I have received re- 
lative to Nundcomar’s ircafonable correfpondence 
with the enemv. On my arrival at Patna, in my * 
way to camp. Meet AlhrxitF, being introduced to 
me by Mr. Billers, complained much of the hard- 
fhips he had fuffered on account of his accufation . 
againftNundcomar, and begged that I would ufe 
my endeavours todifcovcr ihejruth, that he might 
be freed from the imputation of falfehooJ, and his 
bufinefs freed from the obftruftions, by %\hich it 
had been long totally put a ftop to. I immediately 
afked him by what means he had got Nundcomar’a- 
Icitcr into his hand’s; ^3c faid, that on the news 
of Bulwand’s Sing’s having paid a vifit to Sujih ul 
« Dovvlah, 
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t)owlab, and offered hU femce to Hm, he 'wrote 
to Ramchund Pundir, his Gomaftah at Benares, ex- 
prefling his furprife at this his conduct, and defir- 
ing to know the rcafon of it. Hts Gomaffah, in 
anfwer, fent him Nundcomar's letter, which was 
given him by a Moonlhey of Bulvvand Sing, and 
wrote him that was the teafon. In proof of this 
aflertion, I made him give me a copy of his letter 
to Ramchund Pundit, and Ramchund's original 
anf>scr, which, together with their tranllations, I 
have here inclofcd, (No t and 2 .) I then enquired 
what could be his realbn for never having Ihcwn 
Kundcomat's Letter to General Camic : He inti- 
mated, that looking upon him to be prejudiced in 
Nundcomar’s favour, he did not choofe to Ihew it 
him aloae, but faid he told him he hi^fartlftrprcofs 
egainfi: Nundcomar, which he would produce in 
prefence of MefiVs. Qatfon and Billers } but the 
General would not confent to any examination in 
concert with thofe gentlemen. Indeed, it is difll- 
cuit to conceive any other rcafon for Meet Aforuff's 
not having produced the letter than that which he 
aillgns, as I am well aflured it was in his hands, 
Doiffor I'uilarton hi>ing told me that he had him- 
felf fecn it, and aftually had it m hts poflVlTion, at 
the time when Meer Afliruff was ftrongly prefled to 
tVjt paprt atftnfyVng Kxmdtwvi-ai’s WiV/^tTiCt. 
When 1 fet out for Benares,! earned Nundcomaris 
tjnginal letter with ro-, antf^he fuR opportunity I 
badot feeing Buluand Sing, I prodoced it to him, 

and 
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and made an enquiry of him concerning the autho-’, 
ricy o^if. His evidence on that fubjcft, you will 
fee fully from the inclofed paper, (No, 3.) From 
the TTianner Meer AthrufFhas cjcpreiled himlelf in 
his narrative, one would imagine Bulwand Sing 
had only told him that there was a perforv who be- 
trayed our ftcrets, without mentioning his name; 
but upon my making enquiry of Ivleer Afliruff con- 
cerning this matterj he faid, that after much folici- 
tation from Shawbazb'*g and himfelf, Bulwand 
Smg plainly informed them, that Nundcomar was 
the man. This account is confirmed by Duftor 
Fulbrton in the inclofcd letter, (No 4.) The 
letter of Bulwand Sing, which Dodlor FiiUarton 
fpealcs of, I have notatptefent by me; but I re- 
member It contains no more than what Dodlor Ful- 
larcon mentions, referring him for particulars to 
Mccr Alhruff and Shawbazbeg. No. 5 is a iranfla- 
lion of part of a paper which I am inlormcd was m 
the hands of Mr, Batfon’s Moonllicy at Patna, be- 
fore the Nabob Mcer jafRcr, fet out from ihcnce for 
Cakucu: It was copied by Cummur ul Dcen, Sir 
Kobert Fletcher’s - Mconfticy, who fays, that he 
before faw a copy of ihc fame paper in the hands of 
B>ar3m ChOwdry. Some farther account of this 
paper, may perhaps be obumed from Mr. Bitfon’s 
Moo« fliey, and Byaram Chowdry, Anonymous 
as unow apJ^cats, I ihould not think, it worthy of 
tl ehail notice, but that it ism Tome nicafurc con- 
firmed by ihc following information, which I re- 

ccivcd 
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eeivcd from Ma^iommed Gous Hafiz Ifrar CawnJ 
(Meer Cofllm’s head Moonfliey,) wh6 came'down 
with me from Allahabad, viz inthemonthof Sawun, 
(from the 24xh of January to the 24ih'of February.) 
Mahommed Wans Soo'aberdar, with two Hir- 
carrahs, came from Lucknow to Allahabad, in 
their way to Bcngil. Thry hai with them a letter 
for Nundcomar, given them by Cullum, a favou* 
rice fervancofSujah ulDovilah, and Naibof Huf- 
fum Ally Cav.’n, with whom rHulTumAlIyCawn) 
a Vakeel of Nundcomar has always refided, from 
the beginning of the war between Sujih ul Dowlah 
and the Englilh.to the prcfentiirr.e. No. 6 is Nund- 
cornai*s original letter to Bulwand Sing. Do£lor 
FuUarton has told me, that he believes he could 
bring twenty people, who would fwear to its being 
fhc hand writing of a Moonihey of Nundcomar. 

t 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) G. VAKSITTART. 

N. B. The tranflation of the original Letter, 
No. 6, is entered under No. 3. 


From 
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From Ramchund Pundit to Meet Aflii ufF. 

5 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter, 
wherein you write, that as Rajah Bulwand Sing 
entered Into an agreement with the Nabob^ Meer 
Mahommed Jaffier Cawn and the Engliih gentle* 
men, to a£b entirely in conjunftion with them, what 
can be the reafon that, in contradiftion thereto, 
he is now coming with Sojah u\ Dowlab, and is 
ready for warj that £ ftiould make enquiry into 
this matter, and inform you thereof. Sir, Rajah 
Nundcomar has written to Rajah Bulwand Sing, 
that ihefe gentlemen are not firm to their a*grce- 
ments, and this is the reafon of his haying joined 
with Sujah ul Dowlah. This letter the Rajah has 
delivered to me ; inclofcd I fend it to you ; thereby 
you will be acquainted with the patticulats *. this 
is the caufe of Bulwand Sing’s departure from his 
agreement. Indeed, when a dev/an, who has the 
management of affairs, writes in this manner, how 
can any one have confidence in his mailer’s agree- 
ments ? 

The 24th of Februar)’, 1765, Rajah Bulwand 
Sing being on a vifit to Mr. Marriott at Benares, I 
took out of my pocket, in the prefence of Mcflrs. 
Marriott, Taylor, and Policr^ and fcvM.ilQ.C thft. 
Raj ill’s own people, the original letter which Meer 
AflirulV accufed Nundcomar of having written to 

the 
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the Rajah, and prefented to the Rajah, and at the 
lime faid to him, “ Mr. Marriott and I are dtfirous 
“ of knowing whether, when Sujah ul Dowlah was 
“ preparing to invade the Bengal dominions, yoti 
“ received this letter from Nundcomar, or not ?** 
'After reading the letter he replied, It' would be 

“ a dihionour to me to fpeak a falfchood, and 
“ fpeaking the truth may be attended with ill con- 
“ I^uenccs to me 5 bur," fajs he, (addrefling him- 
fclf to Mr. Marriott,) ** I will inform you by' and 
“ by.” Accordingly, about half an hour after- 
wards, he told Mr. Marriott fccrctly, he had re- 
ceived it. Mr. Marriott alkcd him if he had writ- 
ten any anfwer to it^ He laid that he had , that 
he would look for it among his papers, and if he 
«uld find it, would fend it him. Immediately af- 
ter, Heated m)felf clofe to the Rajah, and alked 
him again fecrctly, whether he had received the 
letter, or not? He told me that he had. I alked 
himhowMeer AlhrufFhad got it into his hands? 
He told me that he fent it to him. I then faid. 
You muft remember, thic at that time, there was 
a negotiation on foot between you and the Cnghlh , 
Meet Afhruff informed me, that on the news of 
your having paid a vifit to Sujah ul Dov'].ah, and 
offered him your fcrvice, he w rote to his Gomaflah, 
cxprcfTing his furprife at your conduift, and defiring 
to know the rcafon of it j and that his Gom-ftah, 
in anfwer, mcloled him Nundcomar’s letter, and 
told him that letter was the reafon : pray is this 

matter 
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matter oF fa£F, or not? Heanfwercd, Vouartf 
acquainted with all particulars already , what occa- 
fion IS there for me to mention them to you ^ I 
repeated my queftion , But is what Meer Afhrufi^ 
told me matter of fad, or not ? He faid, It js fo 
entirely, 1 then afked him if he had received any 
more oFfuch Tort of letters from Nundcomar? He 
told me that he had received two or three , but that 
Sujah ul Dowlah had received fifty I afked him 
if he had fecn any of ihofe letters which were writ- 
to Sujah ul Dowlah 5 He faid he had no'' , but 
that, being uith Suiah ul Dowlah, he very well 
knew that he did receive them 1 defired hewould 
let me have thole two or three letters that were 
*ftntten to himlelf he told me that he would 
look for them ^ong his papers, and dcUvet them 
to Mr Marnot. 

Benares, Signed 

February 26ih, 1765. 

GEORGE VAN SITTARTj 

WijATis mentioned in this narrative regarding 
Bulwand Sing and inyfclf, I alTcrt to be faft. 

Benares, 

February 26th, *765. RAND. MARRIOTT# 


Copy 
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Copy of Dr. FuUarton’s Letter to Mr. Van 
Sittart. 


Dear Sjr, 

E nclosed I fend you a letter, received from 
BuUvand Sing about the end of April, 1764^ 
in whicii he plainly fliews a kind of diffidence of 
our Gneerity in the manner of our treating, and 
that every thing that palled among us, was 
known to the enemy % and in this letter he gives 
this for reafon, that there was fo many people cm* 
ployed in the management of the treaty with him, 
that he was at a lofs to know what to think of iu 

About the fame time, at our camp at Buxan, 
Mccr AGirufF informed me to the lame purpofe, 
withrefpefr to Nundcomar, and his letter to Biil- 
wand Sing, as he hath fet forth in his letter to your 
brother. 


Patna, 

February 20th, 1765, 


lam, dear Sir, 

With the utmolt rtfpefr. 
Your molt obedient fer\’anr, 
(Signed) 

W. FULLARTON, 


K. B. Both 
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N. B. Both Shawbazbcg and AflirufTi agreed ‘m 
their account that Bulwand Sing had only ini- 
peached Nundcomar of trcachcr)*. 

W. rULLARTON, 


N UNDCOMAR wrote by hts Vakeel to Sujih 
ul Dowlah, “ That if he would diivc the 
“ Englifli out of the country, he would make him 
** a nazirana of a ccore of rupees, and give up the 
“ Patna province to hii poflenion but Sujah nl 
Dowbh did not confenc to his defire** He there- 
fore fenc his Vakeel SyedUooOlia, to Hofun Ally 
Cawn, (Sujah ul Dowlah’s Aruzbeggy) with a 
note for fcvcral lacks of rupees, requeuing that he 
would ufe bis endeavours to pcrfuadc Sujah ul 
Dowlah to his fchemc. Hofun Ally Cawn, with 
a view to enrich himfclf, made the ftrongcfl repre- 
fentations on the fubjeft to Suj«h ul Dowlah, and 
at length prevailed upon him : Accordingly, Syed 
Roo OllaisftiU at Sujah ul Dowlah's court on this 
biifinefs. 


Extra ft 
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Extract from Confultation, Secret Depart- 
ment, March i6th, 1765. 

Letter frorfi the DeputationjMoorfhadabad, 
dated March loth* 

I N a day or two, we are in hopes of compleimg 
fuch a ftate of the prefent colleftions and divi- 
fions of the revenues, as maycnabla us to propofe 
to you, the diftrtbutton you direft : but as it has 
been pxopofed to piacc one branch in the hands of 
Nundcotnar, we think it necefiary, before this be 
fixed, to acquaint )ou, that Mr. George Van Sit- 
tart, jufl arrived from the army, has communica- 
ted to us fome very corroborative proofs of the 
treacherous corccfpondcnce imputed to Nundcomar 
in April 1764, which may, perhaps, induce you 
to alter the intended partition of bufinefs. The 
fafts as attefted, niuft, for the prefent, deftroy all 
confidence between us and Nundcomar, and if 
fully proved, mull expofe him to the fevereft rs- 
fcotment of our government. 

Tfio Prefident informs the Board, Mr. George 
Van Sittart arrived yeflerday in town, and that hC 
had defired him to produce the proofs which the 
gentlemen of the deputation mention him to be 
poflefled of in their laft letter, concerning the 
treacherous corrcfpondence imputed to Nundcomar 
‘ P in 
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mhd April, and he accordingly nov. lijshcfirc 
them the lollonjnc letter from, and pnpera ihcrcja 
referred to. 

(IhnE IS tnferted Mr. Van SiUati*s IcUer, and 
papers already given.) 

Read the confultation of ihciith of Oilober 
laft. 

Read alfo the following Utters from MefTrs. 
Camac, Oaifm. Dillcrs, and Swinton, containing 
the information they were then called upon to give 
on this fubje.^. 

The BoatU agMn taking this afTnr into confide* 
ration, from the eirtu-^Jlantn h*ftrt sbm tt apptaru 
fuppofin^ deehiirge to le /ullj p cud cgainft Uond* 
COMAR, that it 15 abfolutely unfafr, either for us 
or the Nabob, that he fliould have any the fmalUfl’ 
(hare in the bufinefs of the government , and there- 
fore, as there noi/ appear luch corroborative cir- 
cumftances againft him. 

It is rcfolved, that he be immediately called to 
Calcutta, and the enquiry into it here rcfunied. 

Agreed, therefore, that the deputies do make 
a proper reprcfentacion onthefubjefl to the Nabob, 
and defir^ as the enquiry can only properly be 

made 
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made here, that he will fend him down accordingly; 
that he Ihill have a fair and candid examination j 
and when the fame is c<»mpktcd, his Excellency 
be fully advifed and confultcd on the mcafures llill 
further necefiary. That the Prefident do alfo ad- 
drels the Nabob on tlieoccafion, referring him to 
the gentlemen for particulars, and urging his com- 
pliance with the application to be made to him by 
them. Tint Doftor Fullarcon, as before mention- 
ed, Meer Alhroff, Uamchund Pundit, his Go- 
maftah, be called from Patna, and Hadjee Ab- 
dulla (mentioned in Meer Afliruff’s narrative to 
be acquainted with this and other circumftances of 
Nundcomafs tTeachery)from MoorCbadabad, where 
we find he now is, to give their pcrfonal evidences 
on the charge, A letter is accordingly wrote to 
the deputies, with a copy of the proceedings for 
their guidance, and a letter to Patna for the three 
evidences. As the branch of the revenue intended 
to be alotted to Nundcomar, may fuffer greatly by 
his abfence, it appearing not lafe to truft fo great a 
charge folely to the management of his fervants or 
creatures while his charadter Jays under fo diOio- 
nourable an imputation, wiihfuch particularproofs 
of his delinquency, 

Agreed, the deputies be defired to urge to the 
Nabob, the difpofAl of fuch allotment to other 
'trufty fervants, until we have come ton determi- 
nation concerning Nundcomar. 

P q 


N. B. The 
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N B Thc Nabob for fomc time tkclined com- 
plying; with the Counctfs defirc, and upon the de- 
puties applying for frelh order*, the Council direc- 
ted them, (ConfuUation a5tlt of Mtrch,) fiiould 
the Nabob perfevere in his refufal, to fcize Nund- 
comar, and fend him a pnfoner to Calcutta 


Extradl of^the Firft Letter from the Depu- 
ties at Moorfhadabad, dated the 35th of 
February, 1765. 

"X X7“E found the babob’s mmd greatly prepof- 
^ ^ felted with the fufpicion oi our aiming to 
raife Mahomm<’d Reza Cawn to the ‘Jubah/hip 
>iVe loon convinced him how idJe were his fears on 
this head, and how needlcls and abfurd the fteps 
we wcje now taUmg to fecure him m the mofi cf- 
fe£tual manner, m the full and quiet enjoyment 
of the Subahdarry, by ihe faitn of the moft 'blemn 
treaty, it wc aftuahy had any foch defign This 
naturally led us to enquire of ihcNaboboncerning 
the perwannah he had wrotf to (y'iahommed Reza 
Cawn, forwarded m I115 letter to the Hrefidenc, 
under date the 29th inftanc, exprcfsly forbidding 
him to ftir from Dacca, notwnhftandmg he knew 
the purport of the letter wro e by the Prefident, 
wtih the approbation of the Board, efiring him to 
fet out 1 iimedutrly and meet the deputies here, 
and alter that he had aflured Mr Middleton, that 

this 
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tWspcrwannah, which was fcnt fealed up in that 
addrcfied for ihc Governor, Ihouid fcc cxprefled in 
ths fame terms. This was fully proved to have 
been dlftated by Nundcomar, in 'examining the 
Moonfhey in prefence of the Nabob. 


Extracts from the further Letters of the 
Deputies at Moorfhadabad. One of the 
of March. 

W E before mentioned that we thought it not 
advifeable to ieat tlic Nabob on the muf- 
nud, till Mahommed RczaCawri's arrival. The 
Nabob himfelf, by no means exprefled his dcHreto 
have it done till he arrived, and has ever fmee 
feretred willing to defer it, and it was done this 
day at our particular dcfirc. \Vc could by no ways 
account for the Nabob’s backwardnefs to be feared 
on the mufnud till this morning, when Nundcomar 
came to us with a pstwannaH to the Nabob, obtain- 
ing from the King, through SImabroy, under the 
private feal, in confequcnce of the application that 
the Nabob had made on the death of his father, 
pro-nifing his confirmation in the Subalifhip* and 
defiring to know whether a tent Hiould, as ufual 
on fiich occafions, be crc£leti without the city, 
where the Nabob might publicity, and v/ith due 
fcvcrenpc receive, thisperwannah of the King. 
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We went foon after to the kellah, and explained 
the impropriety of fuch a meafure to the Nabob, 
who was fo cafily convinced, and readily acqoifced 
in receiving the government only from the Com- 
pany, that we fuppofe it a meafure put it into his 
head by fome ill advifers. If funnuds from the 
King fhould ever appear neccITiry, we explained 
to the Nabob that they were to be obtained through 
the Board’s application alone. He feemed per- 
feftly happy with what had been done for him, 
and fully content to reft himfelf upon the Board s 
advice and proteftion. 

Oke of the 7th of March. 

That you may not be forprjfed that we have 
not yet addrefted you on the other points of your 
inftruftions, it is necefl*ary you fiiould be acquainted, 
that wc find it a much moie difficult and more la- 
borious work than we expefted, to acquire fuch a 
knowledge of the revenues, and their prefent ar- 
rangements, as is needful, before we can prepare 
for vour ultimate deciiton, fuch an allotment of the 
colleftions, as may anfwcr the intencions of the 4th 
article of the treaty. Wc are daily bufied in tins 
matter, and have to ftrugglc againft every impe- 
diment which Nundcomar, a d the Mutluddies 
under him in his ofTIte, can throw in ourwav^ as 
few accounts feem to have been fettled fince the war 
with Mcer CoOim. It is neceflary you nibuld Lc 
acquainted, 
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acquainted, that neither Nundcomar, the Zemin- 
dars, nor the officers of the cutcherry under him, 
made the ufual acknowledgements to the Naib 
Subah, though confirmed m that employment by 
the public interchange of treaties, till he was ab* 
folu^ely ordered by the Nabob, four days after- 
wards, on our repreicntation. Suen a public op- 
pofition to the Board’s meafures, appears c'ctremely 
infolent, and has greatly ooftrufled our proceed- 
ings and as, in contradidlion to thc.article of the 
treaty in favour of Mahommed Reza Cawn, he 
appeared ftill a principal advifer of thcNabob, and 
to be tranlaiTking bufincf*, and carrying on corref- 
ponderce, \shtch only belonged to the Naib Su- 
bah, we thought 1C neceflary, m prcfcncc of the 
Nabob, he and the Moonfiicy Ihould be given to 
underfiand the limits of Nundcomar’s authority, 
and that it ssas confined wholly to the colle£ltons. 
Such an intimation was the more cjcpcdienr, from 
the CO refponJence which had bren commenced 
with the King, and the other officer^ of Ins court, 
for procuring the funnuds The Nabob has now 
acqunnicJ the King with Mahommed Rczi Cawn’s 
appomtmcnc, and we have fully made Inownto 
both, your fcntimenls as to the procuring funnuds 
from the King Nundcomar has made a very un- 
becoming ftrugglc moppofition to your orders, to 
retain the abfolutc power he had afiurned , and if 
a \^atchfuj eye be not kept on lus intrigues, he will 
ccriairly embroil the Nabob s afiairs, and refume 

the 
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the power you have meant to place in the hands of 
Mahommed Re2a Cawn, as all the people about 
the Nabob’s perfon, are abfblutelv devoted to 
Nundcomar, and enemies to this change; and 
though men of very low condition, we have reafon 
to fear they have a very improper influence over 
the mind of the young Nabob, though he always 
cxprcfics himfelf to us pcrfeftly happy in what has 
been done for him. Of the affairs of Bahar, we 
have as yet no information, and have been told by 
Kundcomar, that there is no account hnherio, come 
of ihorecoUeftions, by which we might obtain a 
general idea of the whole. A Mutfuddy, who 
•was of the Patna khalfa m CofTim’s time, ftaies the 
revenue at above a crorc of rupees. 


^ixtrad from the Letter of the Deputies at 
Moorfhadabad, in anfwer to the Board’s 
orders for perfuading the Nabob to re- 
move Nundcomar, and fend him to 
Calcutta. 

I F the Nabob had the dependence he ought to 
have on thcEnglillj, he would nor, in fowarm 
a manner, be protefling a man, we muff effeem 
an enemy to us, nor put his own honour, and the 
honour of at icaft a fufpcQcd traitor, to us on a 
fooling. How fliamcful mud it appear, ihat he 
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fliall hefuate to pare witli fuch a man, orpropofe 
himlelf to accompany him to Calcutta' Such a 
ftepon his part, would b“ placing Nunc’ comar in 
the high-H: point of view It is putting his at- 
tachment to Nundcomar and us, too much on the 
le\el , and his prefence m Calcutta, on fuch an oc- 
cafiion, would fo over awe the ^/iinelTLS, that the 
truth could fcarcely be go from them nor could 
fuch a proceeding bu give a very low imprelTion 
of him through the kingdom, and throw the affairs 
everywhere into confufion, and we doubr not will, 
in every refpeft, Teem as improper to you as it no\/ 
does to us, to admit of it 

After all, fuppofing that Nundcomar fhould 
ever be cleared of that, the influence, it is mam 
feft, he has over the Nabob, the conflanc endea- 
vours he has ufed to fecure his own power, and 
thwart the plan the Board would have purfued, the 
refentment he entertains himfelf, and inftils into 
the Nabob, againft Mihommed Reza Cawn, not 
to ment on the very great abufe^ there appear to 
be m the colleftions, Ictvc only to conlrm our 
opinion, and that of the Board, how extremely 
dangerous and improper it is, that fuch a perfon 
(hould continue longer to be the chief advifcr and 
direftpr of this YOung,and inexperienced Prince 


ALL 
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■ ALL thcfe extrafts fcrveto ptacc> ia the Rrong- 
eft point of view, the dangerous charafler and in- 
triguing difp fiinn of Kundcomar, as well as his 
uniform dilafFcffion to the Company. They exhi- 
bit him accufed of praftjccs tending mattnaily to 
P'’<judice the Company’s afftirs, anJ thcfe commit- 
ted not only when he was out of place and em- 
ploy, butalfo when a concurrence of fortuitous cir- 
ftances, had e'evated him to the higbeft pinnacle of 
greatnefs, that could be enjoyed by a fubjeft in 
thcfe provinces. In the former fuuation, we find 
him endeavouring, by forgery and fallcacculathn, 
to rum iadivUluali, guilty of carrying on cocref- 
pondence hurtful to the Company's interefts, and 
inftrumental in conveying letters between the Shah 
Zadah and the French Governor General ofPondU 
chttry. J’or all thcfe mifdcmcanours, our then 
admintdrat on unantmoufly adjudged. Nundconiar 
dcfefving of perpetual reftraint, and the honoura- 
ble the Courrot Direftors confirmed the ftntcnce. 
In the latter fiiwation, at a time when mutiny and 
tkfertion had fpread their infcdtion throughout ovic 
aimy, and when a moll formidable mvafion im- 
pended Bengal, and threatened the very cxiftencc 
of the Company, wc again obferve Nundcomar, 
not only countcrafting the views of the Company’s 
government, to draw off llajah ILUvand bin'» from 
his alliance, which mod: have greatly •weakened 
. the flren^^th of hujah ut Dowlah, by advjfing the 
Rajah againfl the mcafurc, and declaring theEng- 

hOi 
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lifli an unfteady people, not to be trufled, butalfo 
labouring under a ftrong fufpicion of being en- 
gaged m inviting and exciung Sujah ul Dowlah to 
commence the^^a^, and in carrying on acorref- 
pondcnce v/ith the fugitive Meer Cofiim, The 
Board, in confequence of the cnminal light m 
v/hich they viewed thefc tranfadlions, directed 
Nundcomar to be fent a prifoner from Moorftiabad 
to Ca’cutra, in March 1765, and aflually fum- 
moned evidences from that place and Parna, in 
order to his being brought to a trial. This trial 
not having taken place, v.c conCder as an addi- 
tional and corroboratltc prefumprion of his guilt; 
for noiwithftaoding the adminiftration Nshich fuc- 
ceeded the one that removed Nundcomar, v/as 
compofrd of members who vrcrc well inclined to 
him, and dilpofcd to ccntrotcrc every aftandmea- 
fure of iheir pred;cefibr<, yee even under this p’’c- 
judtee, they did notprefume to acquit Nundcomar, 
but they thought proper to confine him to his 
houfe, and entirely exclude him from any (hare in 
the adminiflration ; a decifion which could only 
aiife from an imprcflcd convidlion of Nundcamar*s 
guilt, had they brou.htbi d totnal. BefiJcstheIc 
circumrtanccs ot the higheft criminal natur- agamft 
ailate, it is w'ell known ihar, in the negociations 
tl c Prefident and Council had to tranfafl with the 
Nabob Mcer Jafiicr m 1764, c\cry artifice was 
employed, and c\cry difiicuii) flarted by Nundco- 
mir, that could tend to retard tnc progre's of 

thefe 
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ihofe ncgociations, and toobflrufl their being ter-' 
minated for the Company*s advantage. A fimilar 
conduft is again adopted by him, at the time of 
the accefllon ofNajim'ul Dowlah, where we find 
he drives to thwart the views, and oppofe the in- 
fluence of the Company in the Nabob’s councils; 
circumdances drongly complained of by the depu- 
tation at the city, in their many letters to the 
the Board above quoted. It may be argued, iliac 
in thefe indances, he manifefted his zeal for the 
intered of his immediate mafters, but furely it was 
no proof of his regard or attachment to the Com- 
pany *, and the latter qualities ate direfled to be 
confidered as cflcntial requifices In our prcfenc 
choice. A man thus poflcflal of talents for in- 
trigue, and a pfonenc<s to cxerclfe them on all oc- 
cafions, even to the prejudice of the l ompatiy*s 
affairs, we can never efleem a proper perlon to be 
chofen dewan of the b'lufeiioUl, and mamger of 
the finances ot a minor N bob, efiircially .ir.i time 
when the fltuadon of our territories, both with 
TcfpeCt to the drfigns of the French, and thofe of 
the Mahratns, render the inveding fuch a man 
with the fainieft power, or the mod didant oppor- 
tunity of doing mifchief, equally dangerous and 
impolitic. It can never, we chink, be a maxim 
either in prudence or in policy, to repeat a trial of 
ibe femces of.? man, whole bad principles are fo 
very noiorious, and who lus been already proved 
to have repc.itcdly exerted them to the injury of 

our 
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our Rate , and as it is not refufed, that the fon of 
Kundcomar is to adt under the inftriiflion and influ- 
ence of the father, wc hope that we Ihall be jufti- 
fied in with holding from him our fuBrages, know- 
ing that he has neither the abilities nor the rcfolu- 
tion, to oare to contradidt his father’s will. 

Mahommed Reza Cawn’s power and influence 
m the countrj, have b«ren on the decline, everflnee 
the eflabhflimenr of our Council of Revenue, and 
Supervifors in the diftndls, and with his diftninion 
from all his oflices, we apprehend they have to- 
tally expired , but admitting that any relidts of 
them do Hill remain, and that the prefenc appoint- 
ment would be attended with the defirabJe purpolc 
of cflcftuaUy eradicating them, ue think i: would 
be purchafing this objcfl at too great an expence, 
were we ihcrcb> to expofe the affairs of our em- 
plo)crs, to the nlk of being involved in frefli 
troubles, by the maclinations of Nundcomar, 
morccfpeciallv as wc cm fix that choice upon fome 
other p-rfon, who is equall), from c\cry mo i\e 
and confidention, the enemy of Mahomncfl 
Reza Cnwn, whofc charaflcr is fair and unblcmifh- 
cd, and whofc loyalty and attachment to t'-c Com- 
pany. have b-cn repeatedly proved, and never 
fufpcQed 

We bq; leave to corclolc this minute with de- 
claring, that wc Differ from the fen iircnts of th- 

Prefi^enc 



( 122 ) 

Prefident on this point with pam and MdCtanceJ 
fenfible of the gooi c0c£^s which muft ever refuk 
from unanimity in the conduft of the Company’s 
affairs \ but when our fcnfc of the duty and fideli- 
ty we owe to our employers, of the exprefs letter 
of their paft orders, which wc have quoted, and 
our ideas of thofe now before us, which dircft that 
we be guided m our choice, by a regard to the 
public good, and the fafety and intereft of the 
Company, when confiderations, we fay, of this na- 
ture, influence us to that contrary way of thinking, 
we flatter ourfclvcs wc fhall be juflified in diflent- 
ing. 

P. M. DACRES. 

Cofmhuzar, 3 AMES ‘LAWREI.L; 

July zCtht 1772. 3. GRAHAM. 


ExiraCc 
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Extra£t of the Proceedings of the Commit- 
tee of Circuit at Coflimbuzar, dated the 
^ythofjuly, 1772* 

HjeVrefidtnt dehvers in the felloiottff mhnl^ : 

T HC Prcfidcnt feels a rclu6tance to dwell any 
longer on a fubjeft which has divided the 
opinions of the Committee, and already engaged 
too much of theic attention , but he thinks it in- 
cumbent upon him to fay fomething m reply to 
the objr^lions which have been made to his pro- 
pofition, becaufc he apprehends that a very different 
conchifion may be fairly drawn from the argu- 
ments which liave been urged agamff it. His own 
mchnation will induce him to confine himfclf with- 
in the fame bounds of candour and m'^deration, 
which the gentlemen who differ from him m opinion, 
have fo properly c'lofen, and which ought to be 
m^ariabl) adhered to, where the end fought bj all 
IS the public good, and the onlj difagrccment is on 
the mod- of attaining it. 

The Prefidcnc has already declared, that he 
meant, by the appointment of Rajah Goordafs, 
that this government ffiould 4.vaii itfelforiFe abili- 
ties and influence of Rajah Nundcomar, for the 
purpofes affigned , but it was his declared inten- 
tion 
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tion to exclude him from any formal trull in thd 
Nabob’s fer/ice, in order to guard againfl: any at- 
tempts which might be apprehended from his in- 
trigues •, thus leaving the government at liberty to 
recall him, whenever he (hall be fufpe^led of apply- 
ing the opportunities afforded him to ill purpofes, 
without giving umbrage to the Nabob, or leaving' 
him a pretence to fereen htm from our authority. 

-Titt Prefident docs not take upon him to vindi- 
cate the moral charafler of Nondcomar ; his fenti- 
merits of this man’s former political condudl, arc 
not unknown to the Court of Direftors, who, he is 
perfuaded, will, be more inclined to attribute his 
prefent countenance of him to motives of zeal and 
fidelity to the fervlce, in repugrance, perhaps, to 
his own inclination, than to any predileidon in his 
favour. He is very well acquainted with moll of_ 
the fafls alluded to in the minute of the Mjjorify, 
having been a principal inllnimenc in detefling 
them i neverihelefs, he thinks itbutjufiicetomake 
a tiiftinflion between the violation of a trull, and 
an offence committed againft our government, by a 
man who owed it no allegiance, nor was indebted 
to it for proteflion, but, on the contrary, was the 
flftual fervant and moiitler of a matter, whofe m- 
tercll naturally luggefted tJiat kind of policy, which 
fought by foreign aids, and the Cmwution ofdtc 
power of the Company, to rajfe his own confe- 
qucnce, and to rc-cftabUfii hij auchuricy. He has 

never 
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rever bfcn'chirced with any Inftance of^infidelity 
to thf Nabob Mcer Jafiicf, the conRant tenor of 
whofc politics, from his ftrft acceflioti to the Niza- 
mur, tfli his death, corrc/ponded m ail points, /b 
cxatSlly with the artifices which were derefted iq 
his minifter,' that they may be as fairly aferibed to 
the ore as to the other. Their" imm«3iate objeft 
was beyond quefiion, the aggrandizement of the 
former, though the latter had ultitmcdy an equal 
intereft in their fiiccefs. The opinion which the 
Nabob himfclf, entertained of the lervices and of 
the fidelity of Nundcomar, evidently appeared in 
the difiinguifhed marks which he continued to 
fhew him of his favour and confidence, to the latcft 
hour of his life. 

His conduft ' in the fucceedlng admintfiraiion, • 
appears not only tohavc'been difiatcdby thefame 
principles, bur, if we may be allowed to Ipcak fa- 
vourably of any mrafores which oppofed the views 
of our own government, and -aimed at the fuppojr 
an advtrteintercft, furely it was not only not cul- 
pable, but even praifc*worthy. He endeavoured, 
as appears by the extracts bcforc"’^ us, to give’‘conle- 
qurnce lo his mafter, and to pave the way to liis ' 
indcpen*lence, by obtaining a Ermaun from the 
King,"for'his' appointment to thb Subahfii^i and 
he oppol^ the promotion of Mahdmmcd Reza 
Cawn, bccaufc he looked upon it has a fuperieflion' 
of the rights and authority ofthe Nabob.- Hets' 

now 
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now an abfolute dependent andfubjcil'of^the Com- 
pany, on whofe favour he muft relt all his hopes 
of future advancement. 

^ U-' 1 ^ 1 

But whatever mayihavc ibeen the conduft of 
Kajah Nundcomar in a diErerent llation, and on 
former occafions, thePrefidcnt cannot form an idea 
of any danger, to vhich the Company's mterefts 
can be expofcd, by Ins influence with his Ton in the 
oEFice which is now propofcd for the latter No 
fituation of our affairs could enable the Nabob, or 
any p-r/on conneded with him, to avail himfelf, 
by any immediate or fudden aft, of the (lender 
means which he has left, to inlringe our power, 
or enlarge his own. He has neither a military 
force, authority in the country, foi-cign connexions, 
nor a treafur) . A dcfign -of fuch a nature, if ever 
praiticabii, can only take cffcdl by a long tram 
of concerted events, and mull be the uninterrupted 
work of years ; but as it hav be^n repeatedly re- 
marked, the father having no truft or authority, 
nor the fon abilities equal to fo great at? entcrpnfe, 
the flightcft furpicion will be fufficient to remove 
the former,, and fruftratp every hope pf the Kind 
for ever. 

"With rerpefi: to any other perfon who may be 
nominated for this charge, the Prefident declares, 
that he has Bxed his ^oice upon Rajah Goordafs! 
from the thorough cooviftion, (hat nq other tvil) 

he 
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A 


SECOND LETTER. 

TO 

EDMUND BURKE, Esci, 


SIR, 

S INCE the publication oF my Letter to you, 
on the fubjcft of the ey-cution of Rajah 
Nundcomar, I have been afkcd m what part of the 
former report of the Committee, it appeared an 
evidence, that it was by many perfons at Bengal, 
believed that the Rajah loft his life on political 

^ 'JirA Ti. nvui iRtv 'n. •pugt 

59 of the former report, as referred to m my quo- 
tation from the Utter. 


3J 


This 
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Tills information fct me to examine tJic firfl 
report, and I find that the only parts in it v.'Iicrc 
this circumfiancc is mentioned, is in pagc-57 and 
p 3 gc 5S, as printed by J. Evans, No. 32, Paicr- 
noficr-Row. 

Tins rc-examinition of the fa^t, and of tlie au- 
thority, hath opened a new icenc of inveftigation, 
the developing of which, will flicw very plainly on 
what flight grounds, and for what particular pur- 
pofe the infinuations, have been taken up, and 
brought forward in the hft report. 

1 HAVE been toU, and oiherways informed, that 
my cagcrncG to vindicate the Governor General 
of Bengal, together with the warmth of my tem- 
per, had hurricd'me into fome perfonaliucs, which 
had obfeured my agreement, anil weakened it very 
much. 

This remark, having its foundation in truth, 
has hurt me a good deal j not on account of the 
men themfelvcs, but that a good caufe fliould be 
invared by an injudicious advocate. But as I have 
yet abundant materials unapplied, I once more 
take the liberty to addrefs you on tlie fubji-^t. By 
keeping to faas and argument, and leaving rrcn 
to their own feelings. I hope to reclajm mo- 
derate to my fide of the qucftion. 
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TtJE prcfent report refers to the laft for the 
evidence, %%hich the Committee defires may be 
applied tOjJn juftificauon of their new doflnne 
of policy. To that let us go, and fairly ftatc the 
grpunds they have gone upon, to the application 
of which I have fo ftrongly objefted. 

The caufes of the trial, condemnation, and ex- 
ecution of the Rajah Nundcomar, being part of 
the duty of the Committee, tt appears that fevcft 
different gentlemen were called before them to be 
examined on that head : the two firft were Mem- 
bers of the Committee, MclTrs. Roufe and Farrer. 
Mr. Mills and Mr. Price, two very old Free Mer- 
chants, who had reOded many years in Bengal, 
Mr. Baber, a Company’s fervant, and one of the 
provincial Revenue Chiefs j Major James Rennell, 
the .Company’s Surveyor GeneraU and Captain 
Co^Ye, a military ofHcer in the Company’s army. 

The firfl fix give their evidence clear and dif- 
tindt, all agreeing in the fame points, that the Ra- 
jah’s fuffenngfo ignominious a death, furpnfed the 
people much, as it was contrary to their ideas of 
jufiicc, that a man of his rank and high caff of 
religion, lliould fuffcrcapitallj'for what they deemed 
a venal offence. Not one fuigle word is faid about 
political influence, by any one of the firft fix 
gentlemen nOr docs it appear that Captain Cowc 
had fuch an idea m his head, until it had been 
B 2 introduced 



( 4 ) 

introduced there by the novel and Angular qiief- 
tioD, put to him by fomc one Member of the Com- 
mittee. 

The fair way is to give his cvidence'at length, 
and to reafon on the fingularity of it ' after- 
wards. ' 

I HAVE taken it from J. Evans’b publication, 
page 57‘and 58 j it is as follows : 

Captain Cowe being again , examined by 
** your Committee, was alked whether lie was at 
** Calcutta, at the time of the proceedings againft 
NundcOmar, and at the time of his execution ? 
” faid, he was, duiing the whole of rhe time. 
“Being afleed, if any crimmal profecution' had 
“ been commenced againft him, befoie that 1n- 
“ diSment, for forgery ? he faid, none that he 
“ had heard of. Being alked, what was the opi- 
** nion of the natives concerning that proceeding, 
** whether thfey thought it political, or dohe in the 
“ordinary courfe of juflicc^ faid, he believed, 
“ there was a great diverfity of opinions •, that 
“ many thought U was done from political mo- 
lives % others, in the ordinary courfe of juftjce 
" according to the laws of England Being alked 
“ what was the charailerof the Rajah Nundcomar 
“ among the natives ? faid, that he was confidered 
“ as a man of underfianding, but much addiacd 
j “ 10 
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** to litigation, and, in general, thought a defign* 
“ ing, artful man ; that he never heard any thing 
“ farther aga’mft his moral charaftcr. Being afk- 
“ ed, whether his profecution did not give gcnc- 
“ ral faiisfaftion to the natives, as being the means 
“ of bringing to juftice, a criminal, who had been 
a long time protedlcd from k by his power and 
“ artifices ? faid, he never heard that it had given 
“ fatisfadtion, except to a few, who might have 
“ viewed it in a political light. Being alkcd, 
“ whether he had not heard, that the olfcnce for 
*’ \vhich Nundcomar was tried, was committed fc- 
“ vml years before the trial? he faid, he always un* 
“ derftood it had been committed for many years 
“ before the trial. Being alked, if he had an op» 
“ porcunity to make any obfervations concerning 
“the execution of Nundcomar? faid, he hads 
“ that he faw rhe whole, except the immediate aft 
“ of execution. From the parapet of the new fort, 
“ not quite h.ilf a mile from the place of execution, 
“ there were eight or ten thoufand people afTem- 
“ bled ; who, at the moment the Rajah was turned 
♦' off", dirperfed fuddcniy, crying ‘ Ah-baup-arec !* 
leaving nobody about the gallows but the fiiA-iff 
“ .and his attendants, and a fewEuropean fpeftators. 
** lie explains the term of Ah-baup>aree, to be an 
cxcVmat’jon of the "black people, upon the ap* 
pearance cf .any thing very alarming, and when 
they arc in great pain : that they did not think 
y he would be put to death nil he was aftually 
y e.vecuicd. 
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*' executed. That many of them even ran into 
“ the river, from the terror at feeing a Bramin cnc- 
cuted in that ignominious manner. That the 
circumftancc of liis execution was received with 


grc.at horror by all the natives, as well as moft 
“ of the, Europeans, who, in general, thought it a 
“hard cafe. Being afkcd,' if the natives, in ge- 
“ ncral, were not fausfied with the introduction 
“of the rigour of the Enghjh penal flatutc law, 
“ as tending to fccurc credit and fjdcHty m deal- 
“ ings ? fald, as far as he ever underftood, quite 
the reverfe. Then being ofl.cd, whether the 
“ equity and impartiality of the Supreme Courr, 
“ in that bufinefs, did not ftrike forcibly upon 
“ the minds of the natives, and imprefs them 
** with a ftrong ide-a of the tvifdom and juflice of 
“ the Enghfh Uws, and a defire of having them 
“ extended for the general benefit? he informed 


V your Committee, that it rather impreficd them 
“ with an unfavourable idea of our juflice and 
equity j and that he nf-vef heard they, by any 
*« wifhcd to have them exiended. Being 

a cd, if the natives knew for wliat purpofe the 
Supreme Court had been eftablittied »' he hud', 
hebei.eved atfirft, they d,d nut property 
, derftand ,t, but that, by this time, they are ncr- 
feaiy acquainted svith the nature of us inftuu- 
•7, on. Bemgaiked, ,f itatas notgenerally given 
7' om, that tins court was inmtuicd for then ptp. 
5. teflion and then defence, againft the ‘abufer of 


“ European 
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“ European aiilhorlty ? he faid, it was ; that he 
“ remembered hearing Mr. Le Maitre, one of 
** the Judges from the Bench, exprefs his fur- 
prife, that fo many people applied for redrefs to 
the country courts, when they might depend on 
“ as good juflicc or better. In the Supreme Court 
of Judicature; and that thefe were his very 
“ words. Being afked, if the natives confidered 
** the proceedings againft Nundcomar, and his 
“ execution, ;as anfwcring the ends of the infli- 
“ tution of the court, in the pioteftion of the 
** natives ? he faid, he did -not believe they did, 
** Being afkcd, whether they did not confider the 
** execution, as having a tendency to encourage 
them to prefer complaints againft Europeans in 
“ authority ? he (aid, he believed not. Being 
** alhed, whether an addrefs to the' Judges was 
“ not ligned by feveral of the natives, commend- 
/* ing their conduft in the office, and particularly 
** dwelling upon the charafler of mercy ? he (aid, 
“ that lie has fecn an addrels from the Armenian 
‘‘ merchants, printed, which, he believes, was 
“ given to the Judges. Being alkcd, whether that 
addrefs contradifted the fentiments of the na- 
lives, which he had juft now mentioned ? he 
faid, it did. Then being afkcd, whether he 
“ looked upon that addref, or the converfatlon 
“ he had beard, as muft truly expreffive of the 
“ genuine fenTc of the natives ? he faid, he be- 
“ htvsd the con^’crfation he had heard to be the 

moft 
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”moft cxpre/Iirci and that tlic uddrcfs docs by ' 
“ no means cxprcfs their fenfe. Being aJi'cd, if 
** he rccollcScd any inftance of nicrcy* to uhicli 
“ that addrefs alluded ? he faid, none ♦, except the 
“ Tclcafe of the felons, and fcvcral who had been 
“ undej fentcncc of death, in the prifon at Cal* 
“ cutta, for capital ofiencM. Then being alhcd, 
“ if any particular circumftanccs of hirdfliip had 
** been rcprcfcntcd to the Judges? he faid, he did 
not know that there had, before the arrival of 
the Judges* And being afked, whether an opU 
** nion had prevailed, that the conftruftion or exc- 
cuxion of criminal law, had been fevere and im- 
♦* moderate? he faid, he never had heard any fuch 
opinion,*’ . . ; 

- . MfiSSRS. Roufe, Farrer, Mills, Price, and Ren- 
nell, had b«n examined before Captain Cowc, 
and Mr. Baber was examined after him ;-noc one 
of the other gentlemen mentioned a fyllabJc of po- 
licy, Or hinted that fuch an idea had ever been 
conceived. Captain Cowe was goings on. in the 
fame line, when he was afked by feme one of the 
Gentlemen of the Committee, “ What was the. 
** opinion of the natives concerning that proceed. 
“ mg, whether they thought it political, or done 
“ in the ordinary courfe of juftice ^ , 

' ' JI4 

1 HAVE read tlie whole report over- and over, t6 
find out, tf It was polTible, what could give caufe 

for 
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for fuch a qucftion i no fuch had been put to any 
one of the prccceding five evidence, nor to the one 
■which followed} and candour obliges me to con- 
conclude, 'that it was'not the effeft of defign, but 
mere matter of accident. The ahfwer goes to de- 
clare what was very 'true, that party divifions in 
the feitlcment, had begot different opinions in the 
inhabitants}" but not the ieift inference can be 
drawn from Captain Cowe's evidence, that this 
fuppofed political interpofition, applied to any 
pirticiilar defeription of men, either to the Judges, 
the Majority of the Civil Government, or to the 
Minority; 

The exclamation Au baup*aree • and the fay- 
ing the p-ople run into the river, on the Rajah’s 
being turned off, conveys improper notions to the 
mind of the reader, and in candour, they ought to 
have been explained : why the Gentlemen of the 
Commrtee, who underftand the Hindoo manners 
nnd cuftoms, did not do it, 1 will not trufl my- 
felf to fay, for fear 1 Ilioiild again touch fore 
places , but the fi€t is as follows : bad a calf 
.been knocked on the head they would have done 
the fame. I Jie exclamation cannot be rendered 
int6 Englilh, the idioms of ihe Imguagcs are fo 
very difTcccwt. but vf an Hindoo was to fee' a 
Iioufc on fire, to receive a fmart flap on the face, 
break a China bafon, cut his finger, fee two Eu- 

roprans 
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ropeans boxing, or a fparrow he would call 
out An haup arcs ^ 

When the Rajah was hanged, it was to them a 
very extraordinary hght, and it was natural for 
Hindoos to fuppole, that it in fome degree defiled 
them The remedy was at hand, near to the 
gallows where the Uajih fufFered, runs a branch 
of the nvcr Ganges, the waters of which river, m 
the ideas of all the Hindoo nations, cteanfe them 
from every kind of impurity Had a common 
pickpocket fuffered , had an European fpit, by 
accident, on the outer edge of their outer gar- 
ment, had they touched any dead animal, or fifty 
ihoufand other, the moft trifling raufes, would 
have mduced them to go and purify thcmfclvcs 
in the Ganges At all hours of the day and night, 
at all feafons of the year, ihoufanda of them are 
fen. men, women, and children, mingled toge- 
ther, indifcrirainately dabhng in the river to 
purge away the impuriiics of body, foul, and 
nt, at the fame inftant, and by the fame 
mcaas 

^ITH fuch an explnnation as this I have 
E^ven, (and I have with me, the unanimous 
opinions of all the authors who have written on, 
of every man in this kingdom, who knows the 
of, Uic manners and cutloms of the Hin- 
hovY ridiculous do*s the above difmal 
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flory of Captain Cowe's appear! and how fhall we 
account for five or fix Members of the Committee, 
giving up fuch cock and bull accounts, to terrify 
our women and children ? It can do no more j for 
furely no man, of the Icatl Intelligence, can 
fuppofe the people run into the river, from ter- 
ror and difma) ; not they, truly. Hanging a 
Bramln was a no\*clty, to be furc ; but if five 
hundred fuch rafcally Brrmtns as Maha Rajah 
Nundcomar, had fuffered the fame death, nor a 
Hindoo among them would have gone without 
his dinner on theoccafion. 

• Thev are by no means a fingulnary fee of 
people; their religion teaches them not to take 
away the life of a By vanionly, nor vill they do 
it; this, in many inftances, thc> carry to whac 
> e ihould call a ridiculous c't'remc. Yet thefe 
people have laws among them, which would Qiock 
the moft hardecicd Europeans. They Impale alive 
wretches who have twice been detected in robbing 
in boats on the nver , they fcoarge to death for 
theft ; and they mutilate, by cutting of the hand, 
the cars, or the nole, for houfe-breaking, or ^-oh- 
berles on th'e road. Nothiijg can be fo errone- 
' ous, or liable to mlllead the judgment fo much, as 
comparing lome few particular faws and cultoms 
of one country, '^ith a few of thoie or another. 
The Hindoos svould no more change their own 
code, fuch as i: is, wiihEnglilhrr.en, than Englhh- 

men 
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men would change with them : thcir’s fuic beft 
with their climate, is interwoven with their reli- 
gion, and they have been poflcflcd of it ages be- 
fore the people of this kingdom knew whether 
they dwelt on an Ifland, or onjthe continent. 

f f 

But to return to our fubjcdl:; this fingic 
evidence of Captain Coive, grew out of the 
oddity of the queftjon, without which it never 
would have entered his head, to have amufed the 
Commutee with fuch an. idle talc of whitnfical 
poVuica) interference \ nor do 1 believe that it was 
more thought of by any one Member of the Com- 
mittee i othervsife, when the Bengal Judicial Bill 


was introduced into the Houfe of Commons, 
how came it pafs without any mention having 
been made, or even a hint ftarted, that it would 


be improper to leave in ponclTion of the civil and 
Judicial powers at Calcutta, monhers, who had 
been guilty of fuch an infamous confpiracy ^ All 
the public evidence, that has been yet produced, 
was known then . if there is private information, 
it ought not to be held back from the public eye; 
if it is held back, and either the Judge*, or Go- 
vernor General Haftmgs, fufFcr in the mmd ol one 
Tingle fellow fubjeft, male or female, from the in- 
ferenecs htia up m the teport of the Committee, 
It 1» a mode of pumllimem, unkirow.n to the hivl 
otthc Wi a„J not to b=ji,n,H.d onanyprm- 
ciplc!, but fuch at ate adopted „ t),j 

[ion { 


and 
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and no man can !i\y nhob turn it Hull conic la 
ncxr, to have his honour "arraigned. There is 
another Committee who deal more candicily : fadls 
arc produced, and the fuppolcd culprit is candidly 
informed, that attempts will openly and fairly be 
nude to fix criminality upon him, but that every 
afiifiancc v.ill be given him to defend himfelf, 
and no advantage taken of popular clamour to 
prejudice his caufe. Had I a brother in luch a 
fiiuation, Iharp as the fraternal feeling? might 
piece my foul, I fhould bow to the ground, in re- 
verence to the jufticc of my country} I would 
Tooth him in his misfortunes, as the angel of the 
Lord did our firft parent, and comfort him in the 
fame words as our immortal poet ufes, in a fimllar 
fituaiion, to that firlV child of human mifety; 
“ Go thy ways in peace, the world is all before 

iljce, where to choole a place of rclh, end Pro- 
p vidcnce tliy guide.” 

'The fingularlty of the calc before me, ar.J 
the uncommon hardfliips the fuppofed criminals 
will fufier, if any further fteps fiiall be taken to 
urge the vengeaoce of the Houfe againft their, 
not only unheaiti in their ow-n defence, bat even 
uninformed of the charge, induces me to endea- 
vour to draw the attention of the Houfe of Com- 
mons and the public, to this extraordinary attempt 
of the Commiccte. 


BETWEI'r 



( K } 

BETwEtrJ the return of the firft report, on which 
{he Legjflature had afted, and the introdu£lion‘of 
the (econd, in which the curious infinuadons are 
prefented for the confideraiion of the public, Mr. 
Philip Francis arrived, who, finding that the Di* 
reflors of the, Haft India Company, treated him as 
he moft certainly deferved, not only for pen- 
Ing his infolent Letter to them at his leaving Ben- 
gal, but alfo for his fending it to be pufaUjhed in 
all ihe;Daily Papers, full of fpleen and malice, 
he applies to the Committee fitting at WeftminJ 
ftcr, to countenance his abominable fal/lioods. 
Had I been Chairman of that Committee, moft 
certainly 1 would at Icaft have been neuter in that 
whole bufinefs. U refted with him not to engage 
the paflions of the awful Senator, in the paltry 
politics of the Eaft India Proprietor. ‘When the. 
devil Ihtws his cloven .foot, in vain docs he at- 
tempt to lead us into vice, with the fyren’s Ihng or 
angeVs face- Let the General harangue to all 
^ eternity, not one man will he convince that he is 
afluated by virtue, or from public good, in the pre- 
fent bufiners; vhether you, Sir, arc fubjcfl to the 
fanie conclufion, I ihall leave oilfers to determine; 
but I hefitatc not one moment to declare,' that to 
this caufc, and to this caufc alone, we owe the 
reference back to the former report, for one 
piece of evidence, (extrafted, not given) 
in juftlGcation of die opinion impitetl of there hav- 
ino been more ot policy tiun of jua.cr, in tl,o 
condemnation 
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fordemnatlon and execution of Kajah Nund- 
comar. ‘ 

I HAVE faid 3 great deal ih my former Letter 
to 5 ou, Sir, on the frccJl^td and unfounded 

afiertions of this genuine Knight of the* Pofl-, and 
in fame degree 1 flood pledged to difledl his Let- 
ter, No. 7, of your appendix. Indeed I have fuch 
a fertile field before me, of inftanccs of this gentle- 
man’s want of candour, and difregard of truth, that 
1 am at a lofs from what part of his literary’ pro- 
dudions to cull my examples. ' 

With your permifiion, and in order to keep 
in view a former alTcnion of mine, \iz* that he 
entered and left "Bengal in the fame gloomy habit 
‘of foul, prcdtdking the fudden and ablolule ruin 
of that kingdom, I will preftnt you \uth two 
indances only, from the firft Letter of the Ma- 
jority to the Court of Dircflors. 

37TH paragraph of a Letter from the Ma- 
jority at Bengal to the Court of Djrcflors, dated 
the 3d of December, 1774, about fix weeks after 
the arrival of General Clavcrmg, Colonel Alonlbn, 
and Mr. Francis, at Calcutta. 

“ Ox this evcrlafling theme of Mr. Hafling*!, 
we (hall only for the prefeni obferve in genera’, 
^ that under any ‘tolerable form of go\ernmen% 

“ the 
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10 vifit this kingdom, with fo dreadful a calamity, 
as in one fummcr, to carry off one quarter part of 
the' 'Vorking people of this country, and the reve- 
nues fall Ibort in conG:qucnce» Would you, Sir, 
dare to infulc the underftandjng» and play upon the 
feelings of the Houle, by afiuring them, that the 
prefent evils did not arife from the famine, but 
entirely from the mifmanageraent of the former 
adminiftration ? 

Ir, as they affirm, the government of Bengal; 
had a tendency to the depopulation of this coun- 
try, how has it come about, that the famine and 
government together, hath not yet quite extirpated 
the people, and deitro^ed tlie revenues? Mr. 
Hallings had been but a little more than two 
years in the government of Bengal, when the Ma- 
jority arrived. Suppofmg him to have bcenjthe 
whole time employed, as they would have us to 
believe, in devifing the means to finilh what the 
famine had begun, two years before he came from 
Madrafs, and laid wafle the whole kingdom 5 if 
they cftabhlh this fail, will it not bear hard on fe- 
vcral oiheis of theirs, which may be found on, the 
Companj^s books, from November 1775, to Sep- 
tember 1776, when the evils returned with re- 
doubled violence, by the power reverting into the 
hands of the Governor General, by the death of 
Colonel hionfbn ? 
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In the fliort fpace of time which clapfed from 
the failing of the laft Ihips in April, 1775 (when 
they refted their caufe on the ftrength ofihe accu- 
rations, (how colkfled, I have Ihcwn) and fent 
home, as being quite fufficient to bring about the 
recall of Mr. Haftings) to the death of Colonel 
Monfon, their Letters to their honourable 
Mailers, the Eaft India Company, and to the Mi- 
niftry, took a different turn. They had, by their 
prefence, reftored health, peace, and plenty, to the, 
country, and liberty to the very few inhabitants 
they found. ” The fteady power which had been 
** employed to refiff: and defeat Nature’s opera- 
** tions,*’ they hadclteftually removed, and people 
fprung up togetlier with rice in the fields, fponta- 
neouffy. Thefe poor young naked natives they 
cloathed, the hungry were fed, and the golden age 
had returned fo fuddenly, that every body was 
loff- in lapture and joyous amazement i and all 
this had been brought about by their having found 
in thcnifelve^, thofc men, “ by whofe future fer- 
“ vices, and by what future exertion of virtue 
“ and ability, fuch a ftate can be recovered. Com- 
“ mon men are not equal to the occafion.” 

Bengal 1 vriiat pity, that ihcfc ange- 
lic beings were not'of the nature of Swjft’s ftruld- 
bugs but that on one of them d)^^, every 
thing Iliould in the inllant fall back mio its for- 
mer rum nnd defobten. ^ 

l.cvc 
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lievc your friend, Mr. Francis, chaos was come 
again. 

I FEEL very unhappy that I cannot amufe my- 
■fclf in his golden regions, his fliort-lhed clyfium, 
to converfe a little with his beings of a feafon, 
which fprung up with his power, and could not 
be held back from finking again into nothing, on 
the dcniife of Colonel Monfon : it requires a pen 
like your own, Sir, to furnilh a proper epitaph on 
the occafion. 

No one circumdance of the conduct of Mr. 
Hafiings in his preceding adminifiration,’ wzs left 
untouched } all was pointedly condemned and exe- 
crated, in felefk and chofen words and phrales j in 
this mine Mr. Francis toiled inccflantly, as 1 llraU 
abundantly fhew. Major Scott, having trod the 
ground before, has difpofed of the treaty of Bc- 
narw, RohcUo war, Kingfs tribute, and fevcral 
other fubj:fls ; but the mine is incxhauftible, and 
would furnilh cndlefs materials to prove, that the 
Majority never once expefted, that their reprefen- 
tadons would be controverted, or their affcrrions 
difputcd, but depended entirely on the prejudices 
of the nation, and the influence of the Mmiflry^ 
to bring about the recall of the Governor Gene- 
ral. The following paragraphs haVc been ex- 
trafted from one of the firft Letters of the Ma- 
jority to the Court of Direftors, 

C 2 
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PAnAGRApn 70, “ The Letters received by 
** General Clavering from ftveral of the Com- 
** pany’s military oHicers entrufted with feparate 
** commands, will be found deferving of notice. 

They contain accounts of the military expedi- 
“ tionsand Iioflilities, carried on againft: a number 
•* of Rajahs and Zemindars, without any authority 
<* from the prefent government, or any dtreft 
** communication to us of the plan of execution 
« of them. Moft of theic meafurcs appear to 
have been dircflcd by the provincial Chiefs of 
•« Patna and Burdwarv, fomc time after our arrival 
here. In fomc places, the Rajahs arc reduced 
“ to obedience, and give hoflagcs : in many 
»» others, the villages arc burnt, and the corn cue 
down and detlroyed. Enfign Scott, having re» 
** ceived grders from the Chief of Patna, to fcize 
or expel Rajah Tuttah Shaw, purfucs him into 
« Sujah ul Dowlah’s dominions, and makes three of 
** the Vizier’s fubjefls prifoners of war. Captain 
“ Crawford, by order of the Chief of Burdwan, 
entered Patcoom on the 5th of laft month, with 
fix companies of Seapoys, look the capitah Ic- 
« yelled’the town, and cleared the country, in or- 
to make the port tenable. On the 9th, he 
** attacks and drives the natives before him af- 
ter which, the vibtfle ecuntry Jiei into the moun^ 

« taint. He fays, he is endeavouring to fow dif- 
“ fcmion among their Chiefs, fo as to induce them 

« to 
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to fobmif, or enable him wIlli cafe to rout 
** them out. 

Paragraph 71. “ We do not pretend to dc- 
“ icrmine at prelent, whether mcafures of this na- 
“ tore be necefTary or not? but we think it very 
extraordinary, that military expeditions of fuch 
" importance, and leading to fuch confcquences, 
** fhould be undertaken, not only without the or- 
“'ders, but without the knowledge of this Board. 
We are forry to be obliged to conclude this ar- 
tide with declaring, that as far as we arc able 
** to judge, the general principle which feems to 
have animated this government, as well with re* 
" fpeft to the natives of the provinces^ as to the 
“ neighbouring ftates, has had too a rtla- 
“ tion to the cxprcfijvc words fo often made ufc 
of extirpate^ exterminate, root out, and annihilate, 

(Signed) 

> J. CLAVERING, 

« GEO, MONSON. 

P. FRANCIS.”. . 


What uncandid mirrcprcfentations have we 
here of neceflary political mcafures, unavoidable 
in their nature,^^ except we fit tamely down, whillT: 
a race of lawlefs favage Barbarians, lay wafte and 
depopuhte our moft fertile plains. 


Though 
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Tnoucn Chvcring was violent, and Monfon 
farcaflic, they, were accomplifiicd foldiers, and, I 
hope, flrangcrs to the above detcftable cliicancry } 
though the la^ngoapc and fendments fuic Francis 
cxaftly. 

Many parts of tlic provinces of Bengal and 
Bahar, arc bounded by thick woods and Jiills, 
fifing one above another to a moderate height. 
Several of the vallies behind the woods, and 
between the mountains, arc inhabited by dif- 
ferent tribes of unfocial beings, not many degrees 
removed from the lavage life. Thcfe banditti 
bad, under all governments, in all periods of 
known ttme, infefted and laid wafte the fertile 
cultivated^ plains -of the above>mencioned pro> 
vinecs, now pofTened by the Eaft India Company. 
Various plan? had been formed, and many.cxpe- 
rlmcnts tried, to reduce thcfe people to order, 
and to c6vcr the farmers. in the "adjacent plains, 
from their mifehievous devaftations, which con- 
tinually dtftroyed the inhabitants, and Impeded 
the collcftions of the revenue. By degrees, a chain 
of military pofts had been formed on the confines 
of our territories, which connefled with, and fup- 
poTted one another. The ofiacers commanding 
thelc ports, were, in general, put under the direc- 
tions of the civil fervants^ fuperintpodliv^ tb* teA- 
leflions in the diftrifl on which the port depended; 
pihers commanded partiran corps, ftattoned in the 

hills. 
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hills, and a£lcd under the immediate orders of the 
Prefidency. Many of thcle commands were fo 
diftant from Calcutta, that k was indjfpenfably 
ncceflary for the Board to give general inftruftions, 
and confide a great deal in the difcretional con- 
ductor the different collefting refidents, and com- 
manding officers. The powers of the former were 
not unfimilar to ihofe anciently given to the Lords 
of the Marches in England, to repel by, force of 
arms, the fudden incurfions of a jierce, valiant, 
northern people ; and the latter had fuch kind of 
orders as our modern commanders receive, when 
entrufted by government with an expedition 
againff a neighbouring ftate. 

All that was intended, was the prefervation of 
the lives and properties of the Company’s farmers, 
or (if you like It better) the King’s fubjeCls. If 
this could be effpdled by moderate means and fair 
treaties, with the Rajahs, Zemindars, and other 
Chiefs of the Hill-people (as thofe motley tribes 
of independent free-boorers are commonly called) 
it was fo to be effeClcd; if nor, then they were 
to proceed by force, to drive them further from 
our bourdaries ; or, if ncccffary, to fubjeCt them 
entirely to our government. Look round the 
world ; fcarch into every page of antient and mo- 
dern hiftory, and inform the public, how a new 
lovercignty.’htciy acquired by conqueff, part of a 
vaff continent, and in a Hmilar fituaiion with the 
provinces 
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provinces of Bengal and Baliar, arc by other means 
to be defended and matniamed. > 

. ! 

But there were orders of the Eaft India Com* 
pany’s, which pofitively forbad a further exrcntion 
of their dominions on that fide of India; and it 
was for the purpofe of the Majority, that the nc- 
ccflary and unavoidable mcafufcs which had been 
taken, in order to form a ftrong barr/cr for the 
fafety of thofe dominions, fl^ould be reprefented 
in Europe as a breach of thole orders, and an ava- 
ricious ambition in the late Adminiftralion, to ob- 
tain new provinces for the Company, by the force 
of their arms. With what candour, and on what 
foundation, orders, ilTued to obtain the very pur- 
pofes intended by the Company, have been per-^ 
verted by the Majority* in order to criminate the ^ 
conduft of the Governor General, has already beeq . 
fhewn, ^ ' 

r 

Such were the men the late M’miftry provided 
to correct abufes, and give to the government of 
this deluded kingdom, candid information of the 
real Oate of the Company’s alfairs in Afiaj and I 
amtnuchmillakcn,if tbrLord Advocate, in his late 
irvuchftudied harrangue,has not Icipuny peep a little 
too plainly out of the bag, by giving the Houfc 
to underftand, what the intentions of the laft Mi- 
niflcrs v/ere, with refpeft lo India affairs, the fend- 
ing out of another fiiip load or two of locufts, un- 
der 
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der the denomination of fupervirors, to devour the 
remaining wine and oU of that unliappy country, 
Bengal. I will hope that we have^ cfcapcd that- 
great evil, and that no more duplicates of coer- 
cive meafures, or Bofton pore bills, are to be fent 
as padlocks on the Ganges, but that the time is 
arrived, when not not only the nation, but even 
the Eaft India Company, are emancipated from 
their fervlle and dependent fituation, on a venal 
court faftion. ^ 

An honourable Baronet complimented the able 
Advocate on his acquiring fuch extcnfjve know- 
ledge in Afiatlc affairs in fo fhort a time. _ »Had he 
foigot that the man comes from theNorihward, and 
was bred a Lawyer ? What has he collected but 
words ? I will venture to wager with the honour- 
able Baronet, that if he will but fend him, or any 
other famous man of the profeliion, half a peck of 
pagodas, the^will colleft much better words, and 
more of them in his defence. His lordfhip ftrews 
a few laurels on the grave of that wonderful man. 
Lord Chve, (on whole vart abilities 1 never think, 
hut with admiration but I remember other oraiots 
of the fame profeliion, Braining all their powers to 
blacken the charafter, and tarnllh thcluftreof that 
great hero’s virtues. Is the nation never to allow a 
littlehoneftpraifeto living worthies? Muff no good 
man taffeof fame m the vale of peace!* Shall fuch an 
incendiary as Ihavc,an^fl]all prove, Mr. Francis to 

be. 
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be, have his works made part of the national re- 
cords i and in the fame volume, a ftain be thrown 
on the rpodefs charafler of Govcrnor^General 
I'laftings ? If, forgetting the injuries done by the 
dead, and^ipplaoding thofc now forging by the 
living, is the high road to inlcrcft in this world, 
and heaven in the next, I fear, I fliall flay where 
I am until ilic curtain-drop«, and then fink 'into 
the oppofite place to heaven j for 1 feel no fymp- 
toms of repentance working on n^y mindj and 
people advanced in life, do not grow left obfti- 
nate by living longer. 

ISow, Sir, for a fair invefilgaVion into the me- 
rits of Mr. Francis's Letter to the Court of Di- 
rciSkors : their neglect of which, your Committee 
feems fo extremely difpleafed with. I grudge 
fuch a document the paper it has already 
wafted, and is about to wafte; but this man 
muft be put totally to filence, ar# the labour- 
ers which keeps about Debrett's fhop, difmined 
to feek their bread by fome more worthy em- 
ployment, than alarming the nation with fic- 
litipus accounts of things which never exifted. 
Abler workmen have taken the matter up m 
a much more honourable place, or I Ihould 
never by fuch grubs as diofe, have been roufed 
ii-cnii my comp'ltrat contempt for them and 
their mailer. 
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I «AVE» Sif> caufcd the whole Letter, at It 
ftanJs in the appendiv. No. 7, to )our re- 
port, to be copied In feparate paragraphs, and 
under each paragraph jou^wjU find my re- 
marks and obfcrvitjons ; this I thought letter 
than being obliged conftantly to refer the 
reader back to the Letter itfclf. No man 
knows, Sir, better than jou do, how nccefiary 
pcrfpicuicy is to the fully underftanding what 
a writer means. 


First 
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FIRST COMMITTEE, 

Second Report. 

appendix. No. 7. 

] * 

' ' (COPY.) ' 


Mr, FRANCI S’s Letter to the Court of 
Directors. 


• Gentlemen, * 

*T^OR your convenience, as well as to af- 
fift my own memory, I have thrown to- 

* geihcr, jn the paper which I have now the 

* honour to deliver jou, Jhori memorandums 

* of the principal points on which I wifh, and 
‘propofe, to give )ou ail the information in 

* my power. Some things will require cxplana- 

* nation, others may have been omitted, which I 
‘ may recollcft hereafter I am ready, and fhall 

* he fo at all times, toanfwcr my qucflions you 
‘ may think fit to put to me, and I hope that if 
< any thing farther mould occur to me. which may 

• efcape 
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* escape my attention, you will allow me to com- 

*" municatc it to you in writing, whether as a 

* correction of any of the contents, of this paper, 

* or in addition to them. 

‘ I have the honour to be, 

* Gentlemen, 

- * Your moft obedient and 

Eaft India Houfe, * humble ^ervanr, 

19th Nov. 1781. ‘ P. FKANCIS.* 

REMARK. 

Kncwing the dcfpondtng fpirit and aptitude ac 
fiftion, to which Mr. Francis was fb excelfively 
prone, I cannot blame the Court of Directors 
for being content to hold no farther convetfc or 
conneflionVith the man. 


5 Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Ho- 
‘ nourable the Court of Directors. 

* Ealt India Houfe, 19th November, ifSi. 
Par. I. ‘ When I had the honour of addrefs- 

* ing the Court of Directors from St. Helena, it 

* \vas not known to me, that one of the fubjcCls 
‘ on which I.propofed to give them information, 

* would be brought fo dircCtly and explicitly into 

* their view, as I find it has been, by Mr. Haf- 

‘ tings’s 
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‘ tings’s Letter to them, of the of December, 
* 1780; as he therein cxprcfsly tells you,* " That 
‘ they lhall be under the'neceflity of making a 
‘large reduflion, and'poffiblya total fiifpenfion 
‘of your inveftmenc for the enfuing year; and 
‘ that he cannot pronounce what their ability may 
‘ be, beyond that period.** * I have nothing to 
‘offer on i that head, but* that I am thoroughly 
‘ convinced, that the ncceflity to which Mr. Haff- 
^ ‘ tings alludes will continue to operate, if not in- 

* creafe in its force, and in all its effciffis ; and 

* that no man, who Knows any thing of the real 

* ftate of India, can, even by conjcdlure, point out 
‘ a period at which fuch neccfllty will ceafe to be 

* felt-* Peace at prefent, is notwithln fightj and, 

* whenever there (hall be a peace, I can venture to 
‘ affure you, that the comparitive ftate of your cx- 
‘ pcnccs and refourccs in India, as they will then 

* {land, wiU not exhibit afurplus applicable to the 
‘ purchafe of an inveffmeot. It is my moft ftrious 

* opinion, that you will never' again have an in- 
‘ veffment purchakd with the favings frdm the re- 
‘ venues at Bengal. I hear you have lately au- 

* tHorized the Governor and Council, to draw upon 

* you for 500,0001. to be applied flriftly to this 

* objeft : you know, better^ than I do, how long 

* the Company can fupport fuch a demand upon 
‘ their refourccs in England. As long as it can 
‘ be fupported, you will confult the welfare of 

* Ber.gali at leafl, in laying this burden on the 

* Company. 
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‘ Company. If there be no inveftment purchafed 

* m one year, the landed revenue of the country 

* will, in a little time, be found to fail nearly in 

* the fame proportion ; one is, in efTeft, the 

* fupply of the other. Again, aa there is properly 
‘ no trade in Bengal, or next to none, but that 
® which is created by the purchafe of the Com- 

* pany’s inveAment, ic followf, ihar, in whatever 
‘ propotuou fuch inveftment Is dimininicd, the ma; 
« nufaclrurers are fo far forth Jefi; wirhput empJoy- 
c jnenr • the conlequcncc of which muA be, that 

* they either fly the country, or turn to fome 
« other occupation, and the manufaflures-be pro- 
‘ portionably debaied, if not ’irrecoverably lofl. 

‘ Reflexions of this nature, 1 prefume, muft have 

* occurred to jou, when you authorized tlie Go- 
‘ vernor and Council to draw upon you for fo 

* Urge a fum, "Whether it will be in their potver 
‘ to apply the ^7holc of it in the manner you ex- 
‘ peX, I very much doubt: but as a collateral re- 
‘ fource, applicable to the fame objeft, I fubmit to 

* you to conQdcr, whether the following idea 

* might not be adopted with advantage, under 
‘ fuch correXions and improvements as yourown^ 
‘judgment may fuggeft. That all Europeans, and 
‘ others, refident in Bengali, having money which 

* they wifh to remit to England, fhould be invited 
‘ to fubferibe it into the Treafury of the Board of 
‘ Trade, to be applied to the purchafe of picee 

* goods, raw filk, &c. on condition that their bills 

, * on 
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' on -the Company, at a favourable rate of eX- 
‘change, (Puppofe, for example, as. id. the cur- 

• rent rupee) fliall be accepted and paid at n given 

• period, after the arrival of the Ihips in England. 
‘ This expedient, 1 believe, will produce twenty- 
‘ five lacks a year, at lead; for a year or two s and, 
‘ as far as it went, the e.xtraaion of fpecie from 
‘ England and from Bengal, would be propor- 
‘ lionably and equally faved. I Aibmit this 
^ merely as a hint to your better judgment.’ 

REMARK. 

Mr. Hanings had fome doubts that he fhould 
not be able to continue the full fupport of four 
different armies, belonging to the Company, then 
aftually in the field, and looking, every man of 
them, to Bengal for fupport and fubfiftence j and 
, at the fame time continue to fend annually home 
to the Company, an Invcftment, amounting to 
800,000, or 1,000,0001. fterling, as he had 
done for years paft ; bcfidcs fupplying money and 
provifions to Bombay and MadraG. So clrcum- 
ftar.CL’d, he thought it* his duty to advifc the 
Company at home of his apprehenfions, that they 
might not load thcmfeivcs with the cxpence of 
xinnccefTary tonnage, in order to carry home Ben* 
63l Bonds, which it might- happen he could not 
, fparc money to provide. Was no': this juftifiable 

and 
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and fair ? has fuch a ncccfikry piece oF advice had 
any bad effcfts ? and has not his powerful and 
unwearied invention of finding out refources, en- 
abled him to go on with the inveftmcnt ? and is 
it not now known, that there is at Bengal, and on 
its way home, more than a million and a half of 
Bengal goods, provided to enable the Company to 
make good the bills which nccclTity has obliged 
the different Prcfidcncics to draw on the Com- 
pa’ny ? ' ‘ 

In the latter part of this firft 'paragraph, Mr.* 
Francis modcftly offers a hint to the Court of 
Directors, which he would hope to obtrude on the 
world for his own. Is it pofTible that this man 
was unacquainted with all the different ways that 
this, his hint, has been given to the Company be- 
fore? • So far back as to the years 1762 and 
1763 , 1 remember Mr. Gregory, now the Chair- ^ 
man of the Court of I?ireftors, (whofe honeft 
name I would not prefome to join with Mr; 
Francis’s, were it not m the caufe of truth,^ often 
mentiored his apprehenfions, that fending of fo 
much money out of the country, that was acquired 
by individuals, and at the fame time their fopply- 
ing the foreign companies for bills, which pre- 
vented the farther importation of bullion, would 
in a few years impede the neceflaty circulation in 
the provinces, and buit the revenues, wilhmg fome 
means could be devifed to receive private property 
D • for 
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for notes on' the Company^ ’ A few years 'afser,' 
Governor ' Vcrelft ftated this matter fuUy and 
fairly to the Company, with his fears of the con- 
fequences, hinting at the fame remedy. >' After 
that, a merchant of exienfivc experience, ftated in 
the Free Merchants Letters the fame evil, and 
propofed the fame remedy. From this 'laft. 
Matter Francis (being very fond of the manj 
ftolc the hint, as he calls it; but he cannot even 
fteal fairly. The author of the Free Merchants 
Letters propofes, that the Company fltall receive 
the current rupee at the exchange of two Ihillings, 
and gtant bills on Europe' at a very long'fightj 
and Mr. Francis well knows, that all the Euro* 
pcans in Bengal, would very gladly pay in every 
fixpcncc they could get on fuch terms, with o view 
that they, or- their friends, Ihould receive it in 
• Europe, with an intcreft of three per cent, even 
five years after paying of it into the Company’s 
calh at Bengal. Had he offered this exchange^ I 
fhould have faid nothing; but his cunning (for it 
is all he has to ferve him in place of wifdom) fug- 
gefted, that though he himfelf had taken money 
ovjtof the irearory forijiis wages, at two fhillmgs 
the current rupee, yet’ that he never had paid m 
any at Icfs than two ftiihings and one penny ; and 
he thought that if he gave m his hint on terms 
Icfs advanta)g:Qu& for others^ than. bfi. b.id. ^ 

himfelf, fomebody would ^takc take notice of ic. 
Thus do the wicked ever dig pus for others, and 

fall 
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fall into them themfelvcs : for I dare him to dcnyj 
that he ever received money from the Company,' 
at more than tv"0 (hillings the current rupee, or 
took bills on them for left than two i (hillings and 
one penny. » i-i t > 

Par. a. * The fccond point, on which 'I meant 
‘ to offer you fomc information, was the ftate of the 
'radminiftration ofjuft’ct in Bengal-, but as I find 

* that this fubjeft has alrcadybccn taken up by the 
‘,legiflature,and is likely toberefumedat themect- 
‘ Ing of ParUacnenr, I (hall not enter further into 
‘ It in iihls place. • One faftonly it is fit you fhould 

* be appnfed of, hecaufe it directly concerns the 
‘.Company’s intereft, and may require fome imme- 
‘.dhte orders from you. It- i«, that whereas, in 
‘ many and declarations of the Governor Ge- 

* neral and Council, and more particularly in their 

* declaration made to the Supreme Court of Ju- 

* dicature, on thc'nth of March, 1780, it was 
‘ conftanily avoned and maintained by them, that 

* the Zemindars, and other Landholders of Bengal, 
were ci-clufivcly fubJoSl to the jurifdiftion of the 

* Governor General and Council; the Chief Jufi;ice 
‘ of the SupremcCourtwos, ncverthelefs, appointed 
‘ in Ofrober, 1780, by a Majority of the Board, con- 
‘ fifrtngof the GoTcmorGencral and StrEyre Coofe, 

* againll Mr, Whcler and me, to be Supenntend- 

* ent, or Judge,* of the Dewanne Adawlets, and to 
‘decide, in the laft rc/brt, m all appeals from thofc 

D a ‘ courts , 
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‘ courts ; thit the Chief Jiiflicc had accepted the 
«o(ricc*, and that on the 24th of Oftober, the 
» Governor General propofed an allowance of 

* 5,600 Sicca rupees 0 month for the Chief Jufliccj 

* which at that time was not voted/ 


remark. 

TiiB fubjeft of appointing the Chief Juflicc to 
the Sopcrintcndancc of the Sudder Dewanne Adaw- 
Ict, with a falary adequate to the fatigue of the 
duty, was propofed as a conciliatory mcafure, and 
referred home to the Company for their approba- 
tion. The reafons for the turn given to it in the 
Committee, have been explained in this and my 
former Letter. 1 ihall only fubjo'm here, that 
though Mr. Haftings has been continued in the 
government ten years, lb oddly have things fallen 
out, that no plan of bw has had any time given 
it to prove by experience its utility. At Bengal, 
they are now afltng under the fanftion of Ai 5 ls of 
Parliament of lafl ieOion, little dreaming that all is 
going to be new-modelled. With fuch unfteadi- 
neft of government at the leat of empire, how can 
we expea tranquillity and cafe at the extremes 5 
which, in point of diftanceby fea, muft be con- 
fidered, with refpeit to the mother country, as an- 
tipodical? ' ^ 


, Par; 
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Par. 3. ‘ Thcfe fulycfts being dirmifled, I 
‘ come to the great leading fad\s, which conflitute 
‘ the a£lual flate of ]ndia> as far as I am acquainted 
‘ with it ; ift. The dotiitmons of your ally, or ra- 
‘ ther your vafial, the Nabob of Oude, are utterly, 
‘ and, I believe, irrecoverably, ruined. In the 

* year 1776, the revenues of that country, and its 
‘ dependencies, exceeded three hundred lacks of 

* rupees. In April, 1780, they were fo reduced, 
‘ that, whereas the Company’s demand on the 
‘ Vizier for that year, as ftated by Mr. Charles 

* Purling, amounted to one hundred and twenty 

* lacks, and, as ftated by to one hundred 
‘ and fifty lacks, no aOignments could be had 

* from the Vizier for more than ninety lacks, and 
‘ he himfelf v,as reduced to the abfolute want of 
‘ a bare fubfiftence for htmftlf and his family, 
‘ You will find the particulars recorded in our con- 
‘ fultatlon of the 3d of Aprih^iySo. You cannot 

* but be fcnlible how far the faft of itfelf extends, 

* and to what confequcnces it leads. I mention it 
*'nosv for the follolving realbn, out of many that 

* arc ftiil more importint. I find, that in the re- 
‘ port of the Committee of Proprietors, datcd,thc 

* 19th of December, 1780, credit is taken (under 
^ the head of outftandfng debts due to the Com- 

‘ Afoph ul Dowlah, Nabobof Oude, with as much 
‘ apparent confidence and fecurity, as if you had 
‘ the money in your treafury in Leadcnhall- 

‘ ftrcct. 
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‘ arcct. Now T do airurc'you,' t1«t thi) debt, fo 

• far from being difcliargcd, istiy this time imnio- 

• drratcly inctcafcd j and that it nev’tr can be dif- 

• clnrgcd out of the revenues of Oudf, whicli, 
■ when 1 left India, "etc fat nmn of being equal 

‘ to the ind.fpenfable ellablilhments of il.at go- 
‘ vernment, and whirl, "ere {till declining rapidly 
, day. ad. 1 have gooil reafon to belies c, 
‘ that your the Rana esf Gobub, as 1 find him 
‘ cnlUlcd in the Governor General's Letter, is much 
« iJiffaushetl 'Vilh the prcfcncc'or your troops, 

* and with the efiefts it has produced in his coun* 

* try : That Major Popham was fo apprehenfive 

* of being betrayed by him to the Mahratcas, that 

* he fcldom or never ventured to communicate 
‘ his plan of operations to him, and more particu- 
‘ Urly'in the Inftance of his cmerprizc on Gwa« 

* hor i and that no pare of the fubfidy, due by the 

* treaty from the Rana, orbnly a vcryTmall pro- 
v‘ portion of It, had been difehargedJ The truth 

* is, he is fo inconfiderable,’ that I had hardly 

* ever heard of his name, before the treaty of 'al- 
‘liance with him, and guarantee of his dominions, 

* were propofed by the Governor General. _ 3d. With 

* refpedl to the Rajah’ of Bcrar,'^jou_are|^ already^io 
‘ pofTcIHon of my opinion of his’'^iews and dif- 

* pofuion towards our government, and of the in- 

* tent and confequence of ‘his ke/;ping an' army 
‘ Rationed upon our frontier in Cuttack. ' In my 
I Letter of the 35th of March I told you 

* that 
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* iliat he had made a demand of, money from us,* 
‘ for the pa> mcnl of this army. 1 muft now add 

* It as a faft, which I have abfolute reafon to be- 

* I'cve true, though I am not able to prove ir, that 
‘ monej', to the amount of three or /our hacks of 
‘ rupees, avas a&ually fent to the commandant 
‘ of ih?t army, and that a much larger fum was 
‘ promifed by the Governor General, without the 
‘ advice, confent, or knowledge, of the Council. 
‘ With refpeift to the detachment under the com- 

* mand of Lieutenant Colonel Pearce, avowedly 
' formed for the purpofc of marching through 

* Cuttack and the Northern Circars, towards the 
‘ Carnatic, and of co operating with Sir Eyre 

* Coote, 1 muft inform you, that fo long as the 
‘ above Mahratta army remains upon the frontier, 

* the detachment cannot move without leaving 

* Bengal open to mvafion; that, while the Mah- 

* raitas keep the fame, or any other liiuation up- 
‘ on our frontier, they nccelTarily engage' too 

* much of our force and attention from other 
J objcdls i which, without an aftual rupture with 

‘ us, produces many .other efFefls of the mofi: 

* avowed hoftility. I do not think the Govc^or 

* General himfclf will deem it prudent to move 

* Colonel-Pedrcc’s detachment fouthwards, until 

* the danger, which may and ought to be appre- 

* hended from the uncertain motions of the Ra- 
*jah of Berar,*ftiall be clearly and abfolutely rc- 

moved ; he cannot do u, but in contradidlion to 
r ‘my 
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‘ mj opinion, repeatedly given at the Board, and 
‘ which ought to hold good as long as the Bate 

‘ of fp-fts is the fame. , He {never t can i obtain r- the 

‘ confent of Mr,, Whclcr, who, I. know, is im- 
‘ moveably. fixed in this point: and finally, he 

‘ cannot, do itteven, with, the approhaiion of Sir 
<■ jjyrc Coote, who, though very defiroiis of .rc- 
« ce;vlng every pofllble fupport from Bengal, did 

* neverthelefs, freely admit, that the meafure was 
» not to be thought of, unlef< we were perfeftly 
‘ fecureof the Mahratta army in Cuttack. You 
‘already know, thaf, in. November, 1780, the 

* bonded and other debts againft your ireafury in 
‘ Bengal, exceeded eighty lacks of current rupees^ 
‘ You may depend upon it, that that burden will 

* increafc as long at leaft as the war continues, and 
‘ as long as money can be borrowed on any terms. 
‘ 4th. In the repotc of the Committee of Pro- 

* pnetors, I find the bonded debt of Bombay, 

* ftacccl at 35,1 1,955 Bombay rupees. T-he fa6l 

* IS, that, on the 30tU of April, 1780, their 
‘/bonded debt amounted to 50,89,213 Bombay 
‘ rupees. Having no means to pay the intereft 
‘ of^g per cent, on this debt, their praflfce is to 
‘ convert the mtereft/ at the end of- every half 
‘year, into principal. Suppofing this to Tie done 

* as I have no doubt 11 has been, the VeJult will be 

‘ nr. -tf. 

‘ debt will amount to 58.07,634 Bombay rupees, 
‘ admitting that the debt 13 not othcrwifc tn- 
* creafed 
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‘ creafed by an addlttonal loan. It is alfo a fa€V, 
‘ that, by their o^^n cfljmatc, their expends from 

* Apnl 1780, to ApriliySf^ would exceed their 

* reiburces* in the fum of 38,34,492 rupees, which 
< of courle, is a debt on the government, «he- 

* iher bonded or not. The whole Bombay debt, 

* therefore, without reckoning any thing Incurred 
'*.fince April laft, muft now Hand at 96,42,126 
‘ Bombay rupees, and this I believe to be very 

* much under the amount.* 

REMARK. 

Tus foregoing paragraph runs up to fo many 
:ounts, as the lawyers call it, that it will be no 
afy matter to feparate them. This firft is in the 
auc ftilc of ruin and dcfpondence, with which 
Mr. Francis has at all limes exercifed his 
pen, . 


To this I fhall only obferve, that Mr. Fran- 
cis and his friends -were in the government of 
Bengal, when the Vjzier Sujah ul Dowlah died* 
and puffued whatmeafurcs theypleafed, as to the 
mode of condoling the ^yernment of hjs coun- 
try ; for'Mr' BriftoW, the confidentiil fnend of 
the a very worthy and caynblc young 

man, was f-nt up as a dry nurfe to the fooliQi 
fellow, and worfe than beaft, Afoph ul Dowlah, 
the Vizier’s Jon a.ad focccflbr. Nothing was, or 

could 
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fourcca tn ilic Cirnatic, from v;hich a fingic pi- 
“ goJa was to be Lxpc^lcd ** 

r 

REMARK. ' 

The flitcmcnt of the debts, due on bond at the 
different Icttlcments, I fijall admit to be accurate, 
though brought forward by Mr Francis , and 
lhall only ohferve, that the aggregate fum does 
not amount to wliat the Bengal bonded debt alone 
amounted to when Mr. Ilaflings came to the go- 
aernment of that country. j 

The annual revenues of Bengal alone, amount 
to more thin double the fum , and if we add that 
pin of the revenue of Oude, which muft, and al- 
ways Will, be applied to the payment of our army 
on the peace cftabliQimcnt, this bugbear of Mr. 
Francis will difappcar lofcnfibly in a year or two 
after the prelcnt troubles robfidc. The Com- 
pany’s bonds, like our national funds, nfe or fall 
in their value, on a nearer or more dillant prof- 
pe6t of a peace. I havC'Jvnown them formerly 
often above par in the market, nor is it* ever, but 
with reludlance, that the bond holders at ''Bengal 
bring them m for payment, -and the government 
may always reduce the intcreft to fi%e per cent 
which IS not equivalent to n-orc than two per cent, 
m Europe. 


Par 
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Par. ' 5* ‘ Bengal, I^sm firfl: to ol> 

' ferve to you, that all the cftabliflunents in the 
‘ civil departments, have been immoderately in- 
‘ creafed hnce Sir John Clavcrlng’s death-, but 
‘ thefe, however great in thcmiclves, are not to be 
. ‘ mentioned in comparilbn with the excefs to which 

* the military charges have been carried in the 
‘ fame period. In the aSth article of the inftruc- 
‘ tions which General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, 
‘ and I, carried out with us, in the year j> 74, the 

* Company fay, * our military expences at Bengal, 

* having increafed to a deg'-ee which is become w- 

* fupportahle to us, we, in an efpecial manner, en- 
‘join jou to make ftrift enquiry into the caufe^ 
‘ of fuch increafe, &c/ * At that time, the mi- 
‘ litary charge, which the Company called lifap- 

* portable^ as in truth it was, did not exceed eighty 
‘ lacks of current rupees per annum.' The eftimate 

* of the fame eftablifhment, for the year ending in 
‘ April laft, amounted to two hundred and four- 

* teen lacks and an half> and this charge, I con- 

* elude, has increafed in the current year; lam 

* furc, it cannot have been diminilhcd. I am un- 

* willing to fay any clung of the actual ftate of the 
‘ army,' in regard to*Mts clfcftive flrength, com- 

* pared-with the«cftabli(hmcnr, its difcipHne, or 
‘ the punftuahtj with which the native troops arc 

* paid, becaufe it would be going out of my own 

* department,’ and panly becaufe 1 cannot gn c 
‘ jou lights on this fubjcA, from niy own direct 

* knowledge 
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of the great potentates, and crim over, firft to one,’ 
and then to the other, as intcreft may incline, or 
ncccfiity compel. But of this Mr. Francis knows 
nothing; nor does he firem to know, tliat fince 
the Engltfli have cllabUlhcd ihcmfclvcs on that 
pcninfula, a kind of balance of power hath imper- 
ccpTibly formed itfclf, that will, in all human pro- 
bability, on a general peace taking place, (which 
we may expect to hear of fliortly,) be adjuded in 
fuch a manner, as to fccurc the tranquillity of that 
continent for many years to come* 

3 t)LV. Whenever Mr. Francis, urging his opi- 
nion, depends on his own pofidve aflcrtions, he is 
for ever unlucky. Thcdetachment under Colonel 
Pearce did move on, and arrived fafe’on the coaft. 
He (houid be more cautious of committing Mr. 
Whclcr, now he is no longer influenced by his 
petnicjous counfeU that gentleman is emanci- 
pated ; and having had time to think for him- 
felf, joins the Governor General in all his plans 
for a peace i to obtain, wjiich honourably, 'you 
know, Sir, nations rouft a powen tp refift 

by tyar. • ' , 

>T7rMr. Haftings did, on-hiirown^private cre- 
dit, raife three or four lacks df pupees, and with fo 
fmaU a fum purchafe the neutrality of fo powerful 
a branch of the Mahratta empire as *the Kajah of 
Bcrar, and thereby enable Colonel Pearce to pafs 
unmolefted 
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•unmolcftcd ibrovigh not only his dominions, but 
alfo through the dominions of the Sabah of the 
Deccan, and join Sir Eyre Cootc on the coaftwiih 
fuch a noble reinforcement, what words are ftrong 
enough in which to fpcak the praife due to fuch a 
noble effort of difinterelled patriotifm ! A Prince 
nearly connedled, by every tic natural and reli- 
gious, to the firft Mahratta power againft whom 
we were in arms, and himfclf able to bring forty 
thoufand hbrfe into the field, has been bought off, 
by Mr. Francis’s account, for thirty or forty thou- 
fand pounds. Cheap doings, ihefc : I wifh fome 
of our European poVnldans could do fuch jobs 
fo rcafonably. 

Par. 4 * * 5th..I cannot fpealc particularly of ' 

* the bonded debt at Fort Saint George j but I 

* have heard from good authority, that it amounted 

* to the utmoft they could borrow. One faft, 

* however, is necefiary to be brought into your 

* immediate obfervation ; that vi hereas the Com- 

* mitrcc of Proprietors, have taken credit in their 

* report for out-flanding delfts and property at Fort 
‘ St. Cfedrge, convertable intocalli, totheamgunc 

* of 1,3807083/. that whole credit, or by far the 

* greatcft.pan of.ilj is ideal. Their expences arc 
‘ eftimated by SirE)re Cootc at above feven lacks 

* of rupees a month, which he declares, “ muft 

* gU come from Bengal, as there were no re- 

“ fourccs 
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* knowlcclc® far, hov/cvcr, I iMnI: iC 

* my duty to fay, that •from my own obfcrvation, 

* and Crotw a\l the infoTmauon I have been able to 

* collcft, I have too much irnfon to beheve, that 

* your army afkually wants a jlriiSt m/iic£tion into 

* its difcipbne, nnd a vigorous command over it } 

* and rbacthis ts true, in a degree much beyond 

* what you will be inclined to believe, or what I 

* could make good. ' The thing, in its nature, is 
‘ not capable of proof, in England. Your judg- 

* menr, therfforc, muft be guided and determined 

* by your opinion of the veracity and honour of 
i ihofe whom you confolt.* 


n E M A R K. 

Mr. Francis would cctminly have done wifely 
in faying nothing about the army, even on his 
own principles, his extrcrtic ignorance on the fub* 
jeft 5 but there are other more weighty rcafons, 
which having flipped his memory, I fliall take the 
liberty to recall them tolt- 

At what period this want of order and dif- 
cipline commence ? Did « cxiffc when General Cla- 
vering arrived in the country f if fo, how came iC 
to pafs, that that gentleman, during his life, never 
law the Bcrgil army ? His militaiy pride would 
not fuHir him to In Colonel Monfon have the 
command 
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command of it until he himlclf Hiould get into the 
government. Was it of more conrequence to the 
State and to tlic Company, that he Ihould fpend his 
time at Calcutta, cndcat'ouring, by means fhocking 
to think on, to drive Mr. Haftings out of the go- 
vernment ? When have the Bengal army refuled 
to do their duty ? Are not their warlike exploits 
and military prowefs, the theme of every man in 
Europe and In Afia? Has there been a time when 
they flunk back from the charge, or rather did not 
court the occafion, to be led up to^the nofes of 
thirty times their numbers, arranged In military 
array, hoflile to the EngHflt banner ? Where were 
the feelings of the ttv«W hS’patrht General, when 
. he fuffered fuch a Thing as Mr. Francis to call: 
fuch a rifleiklon on the Bengal army ? Is this his 
mode of paying his court to a fet of as brave offi- 
cers as the world ever faw ? But they have done 
with Mr. Francis, and I trufl, will no more be in 
.the way to be infnltcd by ilic General’s infblence 
of manners : being ftcured from that, is all they 
have to afk; their real contempt for fuch aflb- 
ciates w ill do the refl» . 

n General 5ir Eyre Coote was the immediate 
. fucccflbf to General Clavering, appointed bv tlie 
King and Company, to command the Afiatic 
troops in general, and the Bengal army in parti- 
cular. Has that gallant officer made any com- 
plaint of the svant of fpirit, order, or difciplme, 
E which 
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wiiicfi he foun'd in thc'Company’s troops? ''HSS 
he" not,* with^ a mere handful of them, cliaftlfed the 
Cffifar oF the EafF, or rather Parliamentary 'bug- 
bear,' Hyder Ally ? But it is not in the nature of 
a certain order of men, to forgive a political fin. 
Sir Eyre voted againft Mr. Francis in council ; and 
that is a crime of fuch a dye, as no length of time 
will walh out. 1 hope the Bengal officers now m 
England, will fignify 'heir thanks to this Clerk of 
the War.officc, for opinion of ihcm^ 

yrii.’ * lo report of the Committee of Pre- 

* prietors, 1 am forry to obferve, among fcvcral 

* other exceptionable articles, that credit is taken 

* for outfianding debts, due to the Company in 
‘Bengal, to' the amount of 77,12,548 current 
‘ rupees j and that tlm fum makes part off the 
‘ final balance of pounds ftcrhng, foppofed to be 

* irt favour of the Company, ]ufi as much os tlx 

* money In jour treafur)% or the value of the 
•goods in ) our u-archoofes in London. I' beg 

* leave to alTurc you, that ihcfc dibts, or the 

* greateft part of them, have flood for years on 

* the Company’s bwks, and are believed, in Ben- 
« gal, to be defrerau:..- 1 declare to >ou, I never 
•* heard 0! a debt of any ccnfcrjucccc being rr- 

‘ covered by the Compan) in India. If /ir/e debts 
‘vereef a craWc nature, « n |o fa- p^c- 

* fu-nrd, that a confi Irrab’c, or at Iraft f rrc. part 
‘of ihcro. vrooU hsToUxnictoicrcd =t o tmic 

• ! "1 cn 
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* when (he Goverror Gencnl and Council, were 
‘ trying every pofliblc expedient to borrow money 

* at an high mtereft hut the faft, on the con- 

* trar) , from a companfon of the accounts in my 

* poflTcfiion, ftands thus . j 

I 

* 25th Septembsr, 1779, total debts! ,£,3, 21. 543 

‘ due to the Company, - - J ^ 

' SiftOftofter, 1780, ditto, - - 110,74,218 


‘ Incrcafe of debts due to the Com 7 2 5'' 6-”* 

pan), m thoG: thirteen month*; j * 

i J 

REMARK. ^ 

Of the outftanding debts, on the defperate Gtu- 
ntion of which Mr i Francis cxprcfics himfclt fo 
fcehnglj. It IS no Icfi curious to obferve his igno- 
rance, than to remark his malice 1 Outftanding 
debts, he lays himfcl^ are very feldom recot cred 
in India, and gives an inftance to prove, that they 
increafc yearly Is jc pofiible, that this man can 
be ignoran*, that, m the compheafed charaftcr in 
which the Company fbnd of Lord Paramount, 
Farm-rs Gencr-I, Collcvlors.cf the Revenue, Im- 
port and Merchants, the Milmry Store* 

Aerpvrrf G&tcrsJ, sti W/icA scem/na ps& ehetr 
mcrcan i!c books, and muft be produfftve of bad 
debts, IS there an) thing new m this^ Arc 
they not obliged ctery year, to write out to that 
E 2 fervants 
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/emnts at 'their fcvcral f«tlcmehts/tO write olT to 
profit' and lofs,'^ fu'cK'and ^(ii'ch 'defpcraie'd^brs ? 
'Had iic*'bcert the leaft'^convcrranMn th’c-Corn- 
pany's m'ercantde atFaiK^ he* could dot ‘have been 
jgnoranVof this fslilTj and that the ftrvants abroad 
never do proceed to ftrike any" head off their books, 
'withodt cxprcHi’ order* irom'hbme.* And fince 
they have b«n fo ‘debply cbncerned in tfic'policics 
of Afia,' many 'millibna .have ' funk that way,' and 
“njore'muft’be funk'every year *“ buftlic 'obferva- 
tioh ferved to catch ’the’ of "ignbraHce^ and to 
'givc>larrn,*^and that was all’ Mr^ Francis mwnt: 

' Candid difqulfidohV dr Tidhcft cxplahadoh, he has 

always'been a'lirangcr id; '*''* ^ ' 

'I ' > ' ' r. .. i* :•> .-/.‘t' u O'.ii/i,. ’ 

*’8th;’Thus''far,^withbut''deicchdiDg^to rhin'’dl:«T 
~*objefts,’l have confined myfclf to'what I,l>fclieve 
^ * to be ftriftiy^the fafts, in^ftatirig to you the gme- 
♦Val’ fituatiQn 'df 'your affaW.' ^y opinion '^on 
* fonie"'of them’Ihkll be laid 'before ybu,’Vvith'lhe 
? fame ?reedorn’'and fincenty; *'* ' 

' ' • o'j - ’t -lirib'! ir “ 

• I'niio, with* cbheerri; thar 'a•habit^'bcg^n^‘ to 
‘ prevail in this country, of fending out new corps 
‘ of Europeans, for Ihc fetviCc/m India. In my 
‘judgment, and in that of all the officers ofexpe- 
‘ ricnce, with whom I have "converfed in Bengal, 
yiu wodid find it a miich jefs cxpenfpb and ,3 
‘much more efFeftual. method' of providing for 
‘that branch of your'fcrvicc, if you fenc^ due' re- 

t cruits 
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‘ emits fufTicient to^complete ihe European regi- 
‘ ments at the fcveral Prefidencies ^The dividing 

* thofe regiments into two battalions each, when 

* the companies could not fiiew above twenty- 
' three rank and Ble, was a moft ill-advifcd mea- 
‘ fure, and produced many bad cffefls, befides a 
‘ very increafc of cxpcncc When I icft 
‘ India, they wanted more than half their cotnple- 
‘ ment. \our army m Bengal, if the cftablifli- 
‘ ment be kept complete, is fufficiently numerous , 

* It does not wint field officers, at lead: not many, 
‘ nor captain*, nor fubalteros, in thefe ranks, I bc- 

* Iteve, your army is as wcU fupplied, as any fcrvice 

* in that country can require butjdoes it not 

* want two or three general officers, men of ac- 

* tivicy, of experience, and of eftabhffied reputa 
‘ tions ? if poffible, they (hould be in the prime 

* of life, and as high m point of perfunal rank as 
‘ can be found under ihnr infpcftions, your ella- 

* blilliments will be kept complete, and your 
‘ troops in general, acquire as much difciphne and 
*■ vigour, as an Indian army is capable of, or as the 

* nature of that fcc\ice is likely to demand.* 

’ i REMARK 
^ licRE ifc*ha\e him again ip the field, con- 
fcITcdly out of his clement Have the officers 
trained up nr the Company*s fcrvice, flicwn any 
want of abilit), when they had, by rifing gra- 
dually 
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duall), come to tlic command of the army ? Will 
he be cpntcnt to dbide by the event of e\ cry ex- 
periment which has yet been tried, and contraft 
General Clavering, General Monro, General Sto- 
ard. Colonel LeHey.and Colonel Egertbn, with 
Lord Clive, General Joe Smith, General Cailhud, 
General Sir Robert 1 leteher. General Sir Robert 
Rarher, and General Thomas Goddard ’ 1 drop 

the General of the Commiriee, for fear of Iiurling 
Ills modetlj, not well knoaving in which lift he 
would like beftjo be placed. ' 

*■ I AM neitlier civiljan nor foldier m the Com- 
pany’s Service, but am extremely hurt at obfirrv- 
^ing the temper with which the gcntlemeif, who 
fatl under thofe defcnptiOns of Company's fervants, 
bear to be fo grofsly mfUltct), in the face of the 
nation, by fuch a botch, fuch a carbuncle, on the 
vitals of truth, as this quondam clerk of an of^ 
ficc, whofelbul has been fiirxvclled up like a win- 
ter pippin, and compr^/Ted, by the dirty employ 
of (topping* fixpences, into the magnitude-r of 
a minikin pin’s head ‘ i 

t. * I o 

* 9th With refpeft to your connexions or 
‘ differences with the country powers, I have al- 
* ready told you m what cftimation the Encflilh 
*• name and authority are univcrfally held by thofe 
‘ powers The re eftablifhrocnc ot Peace in In- 
dia, which, m cIFeX, is no more than reverting 

* to 
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5 to your own onglwl principles^ is now become 

* indifpenfably^neccirary, not only to your J>rof- 
*, perity> or to your fafety, but, I fay, 'to your cx- 

* iftcncc. If tlic prclent wars are to be continued, 
] you can no more fupport the confcqucnccs of 
*, fucccl 5 ,,tban.of defeat. No vlflory in IndiaViU 
‘cvefr again pay the cxpencc of the army that 

gains if. I need not tell yoii, what effect ano- 
/ ther defeat might produce. The difafter which 
f bcfel Colonel Bailie’s detachment, was felt in the 
J.moft diftant pans of our provinces another 
‘ event of the fame naturc,‘would, as I apprehend, 
‘.go.near to drive all the Scapoys opt ofy'pur fer- 
f vice. ^ Before the late unfortunate tranfadions pn 
./•the two coafls, the reputation of your arms had 
j^ifupported your-credlt and influence throughout 
•,* India. But that reputation has, been wantonly 
hazarded and fcverely wounded 5 , and your cre- 
.fidit and influence* have accordingly, funk along 
.;‘, \vith it. ( Peace then, at all events, muft be your 
’ f objeft. • ,.On this point, I can give you other ex- 
pUnations, if ,thcy are defifedj if not, I ftiall 
‘ content myfelf with faying, that the, Indian 

* powers have loft all confidence in the good faith 
ii and fteadinefs of the government of Bengal.'* 

. -.v,, 

. M AS X. - ^ ■ 

^ \Y E.knpw, .Mr. Francis, that you have, over and 
■.,pver again,, told the Company, and the kingdom, 

" at 



( 56 ) 

rtt large, many mofl diring and fallicious ftorjcs, 
of the eftimation in whicli the Enghfli name is 
held by the difFtrent^powcrs of Afiaj and I won- 
der that,, as you mufV have taken your account 
from fome intercfVed agent, it has not happened 
in one finglc mftance, that the man's own mtefcfl 
fhould operate fo as to inftrua >ou m a Jitdc 
truth. . - 1 . 

" The difaftec ^shlcU beftl the little gallant body 
of men, under the command of that excellent 
dfHctr, Colonel Baihe, was brought about by the 
(what; Ihail I 'fay) great gtncrainiip of One of 
thofe kind of officers, of which you want to add a 
few more to the Company's troops The defeat 
of the Bombay army happened whijft another of 
thole heroes commanded jt,»but, perhaps, more 
immediately by that abfurd policy mhichiput the 
Civilian's coat fo improperly on the hiilitary Ihohl- 
dersW Gcnbral Claveriogi and funk poor Camac 
from an e>cellenc officer, into a field committee- 
man. Whin you fi), that the rcountryi povvefs 
have loft all confidence m the good foithiof the 
government of Bengal, you fhould, injuflice, have 
told us, ihat fuch want'of confidence was-tnSVer 
knovin before you and your colleagues arrived at 
Bengal, and thaMt was removed as Toon as jt was 
known that you had left it. I infiancc thafyou 
have been fo unlucky as to nfk your whole cre- 
dit upon the marching of Colonel Pearce's derach- 
i menc 
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ment through the dominions of the R^aiv. of Be- 
rari of whofe hoftilc intentions r towards tlic ‘Eng-^ 
lilh, you have told fuch difmal ftorics 5 through 
the Subah of the Deccan’s dominions, and the 
territories iof his brother, with half a dozen other 
independent Rajahs and Zemindars, all of whom 
fumiflied him and his army on their march, with 
every thing their country produced \ which cir- 
cumftance gives the direft denial to your gloomy 
prcdidlions ’'of the inimical difpolirion of’ the. 
country powers to the EngUfh : 1 and the repeated 
fuccelTes of our arms, '"under Cooie,’' Cahiac, God-i 
dardj'Popham/ and levcral otlicrs, 'are i fuch ex-, 
ampks of the recovery of the credit of our mili- 
tary charailcr in Afia, that I wonder thejiews of 
U has not induced you to gO hangyourfclf. This 
prerervation of you, I fuppofe, we owe to the fof- 
tcring ’carc'of the General of thef Committees 
who, rather than f not try thc'cxpcriment'of re- 
venging himfelfjon thofc whom he deemed his 
enemies, would embark his fmall'ilock of cre- 
dit in partnerlhip with fuch an adventurer as 
Mr/Francis.l » ‘ ‘ f h 

- r ■>' ' 'k <- I ^ 

t^Ear, g. * You cannot but be thoroughly pof- 
^ fefied of my opinion of the injuftice and impru-- 
5 uor proettirngs wnV> 

* Mahrattas. ’ On this fubjeft you have all the 
‘ evidence before you, that argument ard reafon, 
confirmed by the moft: ruinous experience, > aro 
J * ‘ capable 
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* capabV of furninimg. In attempting to/upport 
‘ the pretenfions of Uagoba, and the views i of tlic 

* Prcfidcncy of Bombay, you found the unavitnotis 
‘ opimon, of the Governor General and Council, 
•that is, ‘of men who frldom agreed in other 

points, decidedly agamd tbcmcafurc. • This was 

* true, ’at lead, m the year 1775, though aclifferent 

* fyflcm ha** fince prevailed 10 Bengal. I fliaH fay 
‘ nothing of the conduft of Mr. Haliitigs's nego- 

* ciation with Moodajec Coofla. You fee to what 

* a Bate they .have reduced us, and in what con- 

* clufion they have erded- In my iu-igmenr,-the 

< principle on which that fchcrae was prnfcflcdly 
founded, Aood jn oppofitton to the obvious die- 

* rates of found policy and 'Common fenfe, .After 

< * the death of Madhitow, in . 3 778, thc-runion of 
‘ that great body, which confthuted the Mahratta 

* empire, was difTolied,} 'Tlie’principal chiefsiftt 
‘ up for ihemfches, and no longer acknowledged 

* any one commonifiiperior j or, if they acknow- 

* Icdgcd the fupcnority of^ihcjnfaat Pailhwah, 
f it was purely a maKer of form. In this ftatq, they 

* naturally endeavoured to freure their rcfpeflivc 
‘ independence, by courting the fnend(hip,iOr,^ at 

* Icafijbyavojdingihcenpiity, of the Englifh power. 

^ ‘ In what fenle could it pofiibly be our^^ntereft to re- 

ftore the union of an empire fo diffolvecj, fuppofing 

* the attempt prasSjcabJe, or to veA ks united 

* ftrength in the hands of,a finals perfoni iln 
‘the jear 1778, they were fo divided among 

^ * thcmfelycs, 
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* tlicmfelves, tliat noihmg but our invading their 
« country, with the avowed defign of overturning 
< tlieir government, coutd have made them aft 
‘ together. Such was the plan of Mr. Haftings’s 

* propofed alliance with the Rajah 'of Berar^ as it 

* ftands exhibited in his inllruftions to the late Mr. 
'Ellior, in July 177S, and in many^ othei* ’ rc- 

* corded documents. The fame plan included 

* another objeft, not lets untvife in point of pblicy, 
and ftiU more dangerous in the execution than 

‘ the firft : I mean the projeft of uniting with 
’‘Moodyce Boofla, to invade the dominions df 
‘Nizam Ally Cawn, 'and to deprive him of ‘a 
‘ confiderable part of his poflenions. f’From this 

* projeft, which could not be long a fecret to the 
’* Nizam, the fubfequent union, which appears to 
•‘have been concerted by him, between H)dct 

‘■Ally, the Mahrattas, Moodajee Boolla, andhim- 
fclf, took Its origin. The invafion and rum of the 
Carnatic, fprung from the fame fourcc *, and, in 
‘conclufion, the Kajah of Bcrar, for whofe.ad- 
‘ vanccmenc the plan is profcBcdly formed, joins 
*‘in the confederacy agamlt us, and in effeft 
‘ (though hot >ct avhwcdly when I left India) 
‘ becomes one of the moft dangerous enemies we 
have to contend with. If this confederacy fliould 
not be ftrong enough to maintain itfclf, and to 
acconipHlh the deftgns of the contrafting par- 
* tics, whatever they, maj be, the laft refource 
‘ will unqucftiohably be, to call in the French 
to their aflillance. 1 will not trcfpaB, gcntle- 

* men, 
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* men, any longer on your patience. If objeo 

* tions arc m>dc to any thing advanced in tins 

* paper, I believe I can anfwcr them. If expla- 

* nations arc wanted, I nni i ready to give them. 

* In entering fo far as I have done into fuch a dc- 

* tail it is not, my putpofe to criminate any man, 

* nor even to condemn mcafures, merely for the 
‘ fake of condemning them. Your government 

* in India, arc aftuilly involved in a labyrinth of 
‘difRcuUicsj 1 therefore think it my duty, to 
•trace to }ou the principal ileps by winch .you 
•have been, imperceptibly to yourfelvcs, miQcd 
< into ihU labyrinth > becatile 1 believe ^it to^be 

* the joreft-j/f riot the only method you can lake, 
J w find jour \vay,out of it, . 

! ’ ■ ' ' • 1'. ’I'RANtlS.' 

. - ‘ »' J .'f ‘ 

» > ; I (r; 

, R E M A R K. < , f 

1 COME now to the laft paragraph of this famous 
letter, and I do aflure you. Right Honourable Sir^ 
that I am very glad of it ; for,' to labour through 
fuch a coUcftion of difmal prophecies, ^un?up- 
ported alTcrtions, and pofitive falfehoods, without 
one ray of truth, on which to reft the mind Tor a 
moment on the way, is, as you well know, no 
eafy tafk. The hotch-potch complexion of this 
taU leave paragraph is fo perplexed, from con- 
taimng the cRenK of ail the foregoing ones, that 

i I Ihall 
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I (liall limit my reftiarks on it to a lingle obferva- 
tion, or, at mbft, two.' ' ^ ^ 

1 3 r ’.III. j ' 

Tfi’this paft'oflus letter, 'Mr. Francis^in Ibme 
degree, a'cquits Mr.Haftmgs, of being the origi- 
nal caufe of the Mahratla war! His rcafons are 
obvious enough j becaufc another Committee 
from your Houle,^ having the matter before them, 
it was more his immediate intereft to ipeak truth 
than otherwife. But what will he fay to his agent, 
Macintofh, whom he difpatched home the fcafon 
before he came himfclf, with frightful accounts 
of the Mahraica war, Rohillo wars, and cargoes 
of other falfehoods againft the 'Governor Gene- 
ral, all which was iflucd out of his mint in Picca- 
dilly. If he does not get fomething done to ftop 
the mouth of that fabl^ predatory hiftorian, he 
will molt alTuredly turn bis black goofe quiII 
againll his maker , ''for he is one of thofe Swifs- 
Iike penmen, who will undertake any caufe j and 
if I had anytufc for pamplec-manufa£turers, I 
would certainly buy him over with the other 
half-crown. '* ot ' 

! ' - ' • 7 

Mr. Francis declares, that he does not wi(h to 
criminate, any man 5 all he means is, that, as- the 
Company*s affairs have been fo twifted and twirled, 
interwoven and knotted together; in which un- 
lucky fituation he both found them, on his arri- 
val in India, and left them when became away, 
■* he 
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he cannot onctmg hU fcrvtcc to tltc Cam* 
pany and to ParliAnml, to endeavour to fet xhtm 
CO rights agiin. Whcihtr the cxpcritncc the 
Company have nUeady Ind ot his fer«.Icc«, v ill 
induce liicni to truft il>cif alT.iira again in liis 
hands, Ido not hnow ^ or \%hcl]ierycu,Sir, and his 
Majedy's new Miniften, have in contemplation ro 
cram him, ^^ith others of his tribe, down tivc 
throats of the Company, ai tour predccc/lbrs in 
oHice did, you can bed tell { but I know that 
if the prcfcni i’roprictors of Stock, and Directors 
of the Company, fubmic to fwailov/ fuch a minii 
ftcnal potion, I much queilton whether their con- 
ftiuuion is now funicientiy flrong to get the 
better of the poiConous e(f«£ts of it \ becawfe no 
man viiU expcEl their great Phyfician, Governor 
General Haftmgs, will preferibe for another feven 
years together, the neccITary, antidotes to ^counter- 
aSi its pernicious confcquenccs. ■ , ' j * 

- 1 SUPPOSE, Sir, by your exhibiting Mr. Frart* 
cis’s produftions in the Report of the Com- 
mittee, that you thought that you hid an' in- 
telligent, a candid, and an honeft man,-' to ‘deal 
with, and that you thereby was about to do a 
public benefit to focicty, 1 hope the clear and 
fair account which I have given you^ attended 
by proofs in almofl every page, of his real 
conduiSt and charadter, during his *ftay in India, 
and fmee hU arrival in England, ■'WiU have 

weight 
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v-ciglit enough with you to fufpend your final 
judgment, until he has fairly and lioncflly rc- 
rcfulcd the aOertions and feds in this and^niy 
former J-citcr, 

( I RETURN, with no fmall degree of reluiiance; 
to the part you have yourfelf taken in the compi- 
lation of the Reports That you had compiled ic 
from the minutes of the Committee, was one of 
the points in my former Letter, which I did 
not prefi > fo clofely as I Aiould have done, 
had I then had fo good authority for fo doing, 
as I have now. Your Chairman, Sir, iias paid 
you feme handfome compliments on the ele- 
gance of. the performance, and the information 
you have helped him toj and jou, in your 
turn, rubbed down your honourable Chairman, 
on hh great induftry and. abilities. This, Sir, 
with great patriots, . b ...very well ; and hun- 
gry colFec-houfe politicians fwallow down the 
condefcending complaifancc of the two great 
menj and approve in^fcnaiors, what, nmongft 
honed ‘ tradermen, foch as thcmfclvcs, they 
"would call the mod fulfome flattery. I, Sir, 
have read both your Reports, over and 
over- again, with an eye to the difcovcry of 
'jruth, however it might be enveloped by elo- 
quence, and I am bold again to declare, in 
the face of* the whole kingdom, that when 
you penned the reflexions and inGniiations 
T j . • quoted 
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quoted m my former Letter, from page 4^ 
of your lafl: Report, you had not truth for 
jour landmark. Captain Cowe is the only one 
perfon, in feven very intclhgcnt and very ho- 
nourable wicnefltfs, who ipcaks the lead word 
about its being the 'opinion of fome people, 
that the execution of the Rajah NunocoMAn, 
was a political mealiirc; “nor ^70uld his /hy- 
ing fo have been admitted an evidence in any 
other place. The words. Sir, were not his own; 
they had been put into his mouth by the 
f perfon who examined bimj yet, dreadful to 
think of, this fta tviiemc has induced you to 
throw ^out the moft fevere and cruel afper-' 
•fions on the characters of his Majefty’s Judges, 
and the Governor General of Bengal. If aA 
ferting what I feci to be the truth; fhall be 
conftrued into Scandalum magnatum, call me, 
and try me, on the merits: I /ball be nolhirig^ 
backward to appear, ’ 

i am, Right Honourable Sir, 

^ "With all due RcfpciV, 

• % Your moft obedient Servant,, 

The AUTHOR. 

Borovch, i8, 1782. 


Postscript. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

What a world is this \7c live in ' I can 
boaft fome friends j and to thole friends I mud 
ferioufly appeal, to know, if they think that I 
have an enemy in the world, who has been 
made fo, by any other means than a ftrong ha- 
bit of Ipcaking and^ writing truths, which \yound 
the ear of feme notorious culprit, or public pe- 
ctilator*, yet thefe friends write me, in terms 
rather too harih for friendibip, that, by med- 
dling at all in this buGnefs, I have hurt the 
political intcrefts of Governor Haftings, I 
never once thought of the Governor : I honour 
the private virtues of the man *, and obferving, 
that fcandal had made its way into the Senate 
I^oule, where his moral charafler lay flretched 
on the rack, ready to be ofiered up, to glut 
the revenge of men, who hate him for his vir- 
tues and his abilities, it broke in upon my reft, 
and I rulhed forward (perhaps, with too lutle 
ceremony) to ward the blow, or break its vio- 
lence i for which, if I am deferred by thofe I 
f deem, 1 fay with Pope, 

Welcome for thee, fair Virtue, all the pafl : 
portliee, lair Virtue, welcome e’en the laft. 


THE 


END. 
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iNTTRODUCfORY PREFACE 

** % 

TO THE 

TlilRD BETTER 

* TO 

EDMUND BURKE, Esq. 


S I R, 

Y O U have Hifappointctl me CJctrertlely,* \ii 
not producing in one of the Rcpo'is from 
the Selcft Committee of the Houfe of Commons* 
on Afiatic judicial affairs, the evidence of Mr. 
Charles Goring. The man's moral and poliacal 
principles coincide fo e.^ailly with your o«n, that 
1 had propofed infimie pleafure to mjfelf, from 
reading the commentaries of a Burke on the evi- 
dence of a Goring. When 1 firft heard that you 
had been advifed to call him up, in order to fup* 
port, by Ins teftimony, your elaborate and pinial 
B ftrnfturcs 
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flriflurcs on tlie limping cvidtncc of a Co\7c, I 
forcfaw much %veU defcrvecl difgrace to your fac- 
tion, from your inveterate credulity. The whole 
Eaft India Compan>'s Icrvicc could not furniHi 
‘out a charafter fo completely calculated to damn 
a caufe, as this fame Mr. Goring. Nor Ihould 
the friends of Governor General Ilaftings have 
taken any notice of your proceedings j they ooghc 
to have known that candour and fair dealing, 
would be loft on the leaders of a certain Com- 
mittee. TJiey had had fufiicient experience of 
youc method of drawing up Report^ and in pru- 
dence and in policy, Ihould have permitted ,you 
to have gone on to commit yourfelf as dirgracc* 
fully, by partial comments in the tliird Report, 
on the veracity of a Goring, as you had done in 
the fecond, dn the whimfical and iruJy novel ideas 
of a Cowe. From the firft reading of the fecond 
Report, it was my advicc,*th 2 t the Governor Ge- 
neral’s friends fliould keep aloof, and fuffer you to 
go on. I faw that the Chiirman of your Committee, 
-amfted by that fpicneue little hero, the Bengal 
Cutchertyman, and the artful Philip Francis, had 
difpovcrcd your credulous culhbihty, and would 

lead you on to proftuutc your fupcrior abilities, 
in gilding over the evidence of any the moft dar- 
ing advocate they fhould think proper to intro- 
duce at the Speaker's chamber, to % to the Com- 
mittee any thing they fliouia di<ftatc againft the 
Governor General of Bengal. 


Mr. 



ivln, Gdring ^\as introduced , he was examined 
Sit your t'lble, the information he produced was 
entered on the face of the minutes of the Com- 
mittee , but in the Reports fince delivered into 
the Houfe, no notice is taken of it Pray, Sir, is 

this a common cuflom with the Committees of 
the Houfe of Commons ? Is it ufual with them 
to drop fuch parts of the evidence taken at their 
table, as do-s not fuic with the politics of the 
Chairman, or the fentiments of the Compiler^ 
Whatever Mr. Gormg ma> hate faid, muft have 
gratff ed the fplecn of the enemies of the Governor 
General , becaofe the rca(bn alTigncd for fending 
for him to the Committee, was, that at all times* 
and m all places, where he could claim the halt 
nttcntion, his praflice was to calumniate m grofs 
terms, the charadler of that gentleman I muft 
own that 1 had not the Icaft corccption that your 
Chairman would have fonk Ins evidence I am 
not entitled to dilputc with the Committee, their 
tight of V uhholding any part of the information 
which mij have been given in at their tabic , buc 
not having the Icaft fufp cion that they wouM in- 
dulge thcmfclves m fo domg> I had prepared wn 
anitJo’^c to courtcraft the venom which you. Sir, 
as perman to the Committee, might have ex raflcd 
from the partial reprcfcnntions of fuch a vetc^Ti 
as Mr Gormg Some hints were nwen to me of 
the kind of matter, written and verbal, which the 
nun produced, and whuli,m fuch hands ns yours, 
. B a mijh: 
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might hsvc been fo diftorted, as to have been 
prejudical to the honour of Governor Haftings* at 
a time when the whole nation had been convinced, 
that the mal-pra£fcices'of fome Afiatic managers, 
have involved the Company in the pernicious and 
ruinous war in the Carnatic, The moment was 
critical : The well known Iplecn of your Chair- 
man to Mr. Haftings, the countenance given by 
the Committee to the felfe reprefentations of Mr. 
Francis, whofe implacable -inveteracy to. the fame 
gentleman has been long known to the world, to- 
gether with your eloquent glofiary on the feraps 
of falfe information fifticd out of the mouth of 
Captain Cowe, made me apprehend,* that your 
whole powers would be employed to "draw the at- 
tention of the Houle to the ^evidence of Mr. 
Goring. T knew the man from his firft fttting 
out in life. I knew that you was a ftrangcr to his 
true charafler, and being c.-'ger in the caufe of 
bringing about the recall of Governor ‘General 
Haflings, you were the more likely to be im- 
pofed on, and that induced me to prepare a Third 
Letter to you, which I had intended to have pub- 
IKhed on the inftant that I Ihould have read in any 
one of the Reports of the Selcft Committee, your 
commentary on the evidence of Mr. Goring; but 
you have dropped it for reafens bca to 

yourfelf. Hot\cvcr, as there appear in many 
dther parts of the Reports from the Scleft Cem- 
miticc, which have been printed and given to 

i!ic 
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the public fince the recels bf Parliampnt, ftrong 
marks of party fpleen and perfonal malice to Mr. 
Haftings, Nvhich 1 attribute to a very few indivi- 
duals amongft you, it may be of ufc to the other 
Members of the Committee, and to the Houfe at 
large, to know a little more of the true charafters 
of Mr. Philip Francis, whole evidence you have 
given up,' and of Mr. Charles Goring, .whole in- 
formation you have thought proper to fupprefs. 
With this view, Sir,* I now publifh'my Third 
Letter to Mr. Burke; and this InirodufUon to it, 
I not only intend as a Preface, but alfo as- a chan- 
nel, in which to convey to you fome few re- 
marks on the other parts of the Reports, m which 
1 think that I lhall convince others that your ran- 
cour is fo lharp, that you have been induced to 
admit Into your Reports, matter totally beneath 
the dignity of the Houle of Commons to lake 
notice of j matter fo frivolous and trifling in 
iifclf, that it is impoflTible to account for the, 
introduflion of it, without adverting to the per- 
Tonal attachments and diflikes of the managers, 

I SHALL fingic out two inftanccs; the.firft 
from the fifth Report, and the other from the 
fixth, which I think will be fully fulficient to fliew, 
that by fome means, better known to you than to 
me, the Sclcft Committee have condefeended to 
aft the part of Echo to a party, long fince dif- 
folvcd by the death of General Clavering and Co- 
lonel 
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loncl Monlbn, in retailing to the nation the ridU 
culous and unintercding ftuff compiled by Mr. 
Philip Francis fome years pafl", to ferve the pol^ 
tical purpofcs of the triumvirate, compoJM of him- 
felf, and the two gentlemen above mentioned : the 
fecond, to point out the extreme malice of your 
Chairman, who. with a beam in his own eye. that 
would have blinded, if not filcnced any tnodeft 
man, pretends to difeover a moat in that of the 
Governor General. 

In my Firft Letter to you. Sir, I gave you n 
ftmpte detail of the condu<5t of General Clavering, 
Colonel Monfon, ahd Mr. Francis, towards Mr. 
■Haftings, on their firft arrival at Bengal. The 
fafl^i 1 there produced, have never been denied 
by Mr. Francis, or any one of his abettors. 1; 
was an unvarnifiied talc, founded Ton truth, and 
artlcfsly related. It fpoke home to the bofom of 
every ‘unprejudiced peribn, becaufe every man 
who rfe.jd the > pamphlet, faw that the author 
ttuftevl to truth alone, ftaiing fafls as they were, 
without intention to deceive. You will find the 
foll.ovvtrg Letter drawn up on the fame principles, * 
and fupported in the Ihme manner. Some apo- 
logy indeed may be neceflary for the author’s ex- 
treme contempt for the men, who had fo far for- 
got thcmfclves, and the dignity of their flation, as 
to attempt to impofc on the judgment of the 
^loufc of Commons, and the nation at large, fuch 
infamous 
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infamous afTertlons as were given up by Mr.' 
Goring. But you muft remember t that I could 
not forefee, that the fame man who had fo elabo- 
rately commented on the evidence of Captain 
Cowe, \\ould boggle at drawing fimilar conclu- 
lions from the veil conned leflbn of a Goring It 
appears that fome grains of grace yet remained. 
As you have been alhamed to give the evidence, or 
even fo much as to mention the man’s name, in 
any one of your Reports, I alfo feel difconccrred 
at having employed fo much time in commenting 
on the con luft of fuch a being. However, I lhall 
let him retain liis feat at the board where I have 
placed him, until you lhall furnifh me with a mcm- 
btr more worthy. Mr. Francjs, General Smith, 
and Mr. Roufe, might feci difplcafed at the man’s 
being taken from them, and as 1 have no quarrel 
with ihofs gentlemen, but what anfes from their 
having purfued fimilar tneafures, to obtain the 
fame ends, 1 will not offend them by finking the 
name of Goring from a lift, m which theirs muft 
for ever remain. 

I HAVE been told that the little Bengal Juftice, 
or Cuichcrry Hero, was fo much offended army 
Firft Letter to y ou. Sir, that he talked of employ- 
ing the hanciman to burn and having the Au- 
thor to the Bar of the Houfe. I am nor mahei- 
ous •, but 1 wifh a blifier on the tongue of that 
man, who prcvcnied him from moving for fuch 

orders. 
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orders. / Does th“ mai^ conceive that the Report 
6^ a Committee is no more to be canvafT^d in this' 
country, than a decree of the Sudder Des\aonce 
Adawlct, in the country where he made his fortune? 
I recomm nd it to him to be quiet; filence and 
retirement will fuit better with his llmired parts; 
and nature has laid a bar in the way 'to his cvec 
becoming an admired orator, r There arc fpots in 
his charadler that may pafs unnoticed in the lhade’ 
of obtc rity, but which, if he will examine his Own 
heart, it wjll inform him, are not calculated to fcci 
the light. The Chairman, whofc whole life has 
been f^ent in ails of hafly accumulation, or often- 
taiious expenre of what he lightly acquired, or 
Mr, Prands, who never yet faCrificed at the Ihrine 
of truth, whilft his intercft made mifrep'Clcntation 
nccelTary, arc much better calculated to ait the 
part of modern patriots ; and Mr. Roufc will do 
wifely to leave them entirely, i 

^ Perhaps the above digrellive attention to indi- 
viduals, may have given you juft caufe of offence, 

I will, therefore, return to more general fubjVils, 
and, by diveftmg Reports of their glofly chi- 

canery, which contoumls and bewilders the plain 
matters of fail, relate the ftoncs nf Mcflrs Briftow, 
Towkci ai'd Mahommed licza Cawn, juft as 
they hap^.ppcj, Janguage that every body 

{ball underftand. 
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Ik my Firft’Letter* I gave you a very concifei' 
rctrofpedlive view, into the filuation of the Com*^ 
pany’s affairs at Bengali when the* Majority arrived 
there in 1774* as al(b of the conduit of Governor 
General Hidings in the tbiny preceding months, 
which, included the v;holc bf his government;' 
To that Letter, and the folliwing one, I 'might 
with fafety refer you, without iuriher quotation 
here ; but references are at all times awkward, and 
few readers are fufficicntly intcreded to be at the 
trouble of making them. The fafts I want noc 
only to explain, but alfo to imprint on the mind 
of the reader, are tew, but very intereffing. and‘ 
of important confcqvence in the defence of Go*’ 
vernor Haftings. It fuued the policy of the late^ 
triumvirare in the g<>vernmcnt of Bengal, to mit 
take and wrongfully reprefent every part of his 
conduft t .and their reprefentations have been 
adopted not only by the Managers jn LcadenhalK' 
Street, but alfo by jour Committee. I fball men- 
tion a few inftanccs. In Report the fifth, the 
Houfc of Commons and the Public are informed, 
that Governor Haftings had difobcycd the orders 
dF the Court of Direflors, in not replacing Ma- 
hommed Reza Cawn. You introduce fomc argu- 
ments, and abundance of official papers, the pro- 
duflion of General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, 
and Mr. Francis, to prove this fuppofed rcfraflory 
difpofition in the Governor i but you had not 
cindour enough to give the whole ftory as you 

ought 
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ought to have done, from which the Houfe and 
the Public might have judged for thcmfelvca. 
It is this want of candour in the Committee, anf- 
ing from the partiality of your Chairman and your- 
felf, to the prejudice of Mr. Hattings, of which I 
have and will complain, whilft you continue to 
fiiew it. Mark how a plain unvarnilhed tale fijaU 
put you down. 

I AM obliged to do what you in juftice ought 
to have done, go back in the Company's Bengal 
affairs to the year xyyt. In that year Mr. Haf- 
tings was ordered from being Second in the Coun- 
cil at Madrafs, to proceed to Bengal, and take 
charge of the government there. The bills for a 
niillion ftcrling, which had been drawn on the 
Comp.^ny from the Prcfidency of Bengal only, (a 
meafurc ftrongly enforced by General Richard 
Smith, then Third an the Council, and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Army, and who paid into 
the treafury on his own atcount, nearly one tenth 
part of the money,(how collcdled, you will fee in 
the accompanying Letter^ had alarmed them very 
mufh. The famine followed the bills; and the 
nation was terrified and difguCVed at the infamous 
accounts which had been tranfmitted by mterefted 
men, of the caufes which were faid to have 
brought It on. Not ooJ/ aJJ ow pspccs 
cxeciactd the Managers at Bengal, ('who, by the 
bye, vicre juft as guilty of it, as they are of 
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tljc Ute gales of wind on the banks of New- 
foundland^ but the Abbe Rcnail has fouled his 
page, by giving up difmal ftories of what never 
happened. In that hour of general accufation, 
the Court of Dlrcftors were taught to believe^ 
that Mahommed Reza Cawn, the Natb Subah, or 
Deputy Nabob of Bengal, had ufed his influence 
in the provinces, to monopolize the rice, and 
thereby ftarve to death a third of the common in- 
habitants of the kingdom. With this idea in their 
fninds, the Secret Committee a: the India Houfe, 
wrote privately to Mr. Haftings the following 
Dctcer. 

Letter from the Secret Committee of the 
Court of Diredlors, to Warren Haftings, 
Efq. dated the 28th of Auguft, 1771. 

‘SIR, 

* "O Y our general addrefs, you will be in- 
‘ £5 formed of the rcafons we have *10 be 

* dinaiisficd with the adminiftraiion of Mahom- 

* med Reza Cawn, and will perceive the cjpe- 
‘ diency of our divefling him of the rank and 

* influence he holds as Naib Dewan of the king* 
? dom of Bengal. Bui though Vfc declared our 

* refoluilon m this refpecl to our Prefident end 
f Council, yet as ilie mcafures to be taken in 

. ‘ conlequcncc thereof, m'ght be defeated by 

* that 
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* that Minifter, and all enquiry into his conduit 
^ rendered ineffeflual, were’ he to have any pre- 

* vious intimation of our defign, ue, the Secret 

* Committee, having the mott perfeft confidence 
‘ in your judgments prudence, and integrity, have 

* thought proper to entruft to your eipeciarcare, 

* the execution of thofc meafbrcs, which alone 

* can render the Naib’s conduft fubjeft to the 

* effect of a full enquiry, and fecure that retri- 

* buiion which may be due on the deteilion of 
‘ any fraud, embezaleinent, or collufivc praftice, 

* in his public or private uanfaftions. 

- ‘ In order, therefore, to make him amenable 

* to a due courfe of juftice, and to prevent the ill 

* confcquences which might refult from the refent* 
‘ ment and revenge which he may conceive on 
‘ the knowledge of our intentions, we hereby 
‘ direft and enjoin you (immediately on the rc- 

* ceipt of this Letter) to iflue your private orders 
‘ for the fecuring the perfon of Mahommed Rczjt 

* Cawn, together with bis whole family, and his 

* known parfizans and adherents, and to make ufe 

* oCfuch meafurcs as your prudence ihall fuggeft, 
‘for bringing them down to Calcutta s and it is 

* our pleafure, that they by no means be fuffered 

* to quit the place, until Mahommed Reza Cawn 

* fhall have exculpated himfelf fcoco. tlw. -af 

* which he now ftands charged or fufpefted, or 
‘ fhall have duly accounted for the revenues col- 

* IcRcd 
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* levied by him iir the Chucklah of Daccaj and 
‘ have made reftitution of all Aims which he may 

* have appropriated to his own ufe, cither from the 
‘ Dewannee revenues, or the Nabob’s ftipends, and 
‘ until he alfo fhall have fatlsBed the claims of all 
‘ Aich perfons, as may have fufTered by any aft of 

* injuftice or oppreflion, committed by him in the 
‘ office of Naib Dewan. 

* As the deteftion of any corrupt praftices of 

* which Mahommed Reaa Cawn may have been 

* guilty, and the retribution which in fuch cafes 
‘ is to be required of him, arc equally the objefts 

* of public jufttcc and the Company’s intereA, we 

* aflure ourfelves that you will fcduloufly endea- 

* vour to penetrate into the moA hidden pans of 
‘ his admmiAration, and difeover the reality of the 

* fevcral fafts with which he is charged, or the 
‘juAnefs of the fufpicions we have of his con* 
‘ duft. 

* * In this rcfcarch, your own judgment will di- 
reft you to -all fuch means of information, as 

‘ may be likely to bring to light the moA fccrec 

* of his tnnfafiio"S. We, however, cannot for- 

* bear recommending to you, to avail yourfelf of 

* the irtceWigence which NorrocosfAR may heaWe 

* to give refpefting the NaibsadminiAration ; and, 

* while the envy Iiich Ncnocomar is fuppofed 

* to bear this MiniAry, may prompt him to a ready 

* common carion 
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* communication of fall proceedings wjiich ha7d 
‘ come to his knowledge, we arc perfuaded, that 

* no refutable part of the Naib’s conduft can have 

* efcape'd the watchful eye of his jealous and pe* 

* nctrating rival, 

‘ Hence w'C cannot doubt but that the abilities 
‘ and difpofiticn-of Nundco’iar, may be fuccefs* 
‘ fully employed in the inveftigation of Mahom- 
‘ med RcEa Cawn’s adtninidraiion, and bring to 
‘ light any cmbezElemcnr, fraud, or malvcrfation, 

* which he may have committed in the office of 

* Naib Dewan, or in the ftation he has lield under 
< the feveral fucceCUvc Subahs: and while we af* 

* fure ourfelves that you will make the neceffary 

* life of NoNDco^tAR*s iotelligcDce, we have fuch 

* confidence in your wifdom and caution) that we 
‘ have nothing to fear from any fecret motives or 

* defigns, which may induce him to detc£h the 

* tnal-adminiftration of one whofe power has been 

* the objeft of his envy, and wbofe office the aim 

* of his ambition : for wc have the faiisfaftion to 

* refleft, that you are too well apprifed of the fub- 

* tilty and difpofition of Nundcomar, to yield 
‘ him any truft: or authority, which may be turned 

* to his own advantage, and prove detrimental to 

* the Company’s mtcreft, 

‘ Though wc have thought it necefiary to in- 
! limarc to jou, how little wc arc difpofcd to dc- 

« legate 
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* legate any power or influence to NusdcouarJ 

* yet, Ihould his information and afTiftance be 

* fcrviccable to you, in your invefligating the con- 

* du£t of Mahommed Reza Cawn, you will yield 
‘ him fuch encouragement and reward, as his 

* trouble and the extent of his fcrvices may 
‘ deferve. 

Bv our general advices, we deemed it ad- 
‘ vifcable to mention only, that we had received 
‘ information of Mahommed Reza Cawn’s having 

* incrcafcd the calamities cf the poor, during the 

* height of famine, by a Monopoly of Rice, and 

* odter neccnarics of life. We were, indeed, re« 

* ftrained from an open commi’nlcation on this 
‘ fubjcfl, fearing the confrqotnfc* which might 

* enfiie from the Miniftcr’s revenge, fliould he 
‘ learn by whom fuchaccuraiion had been brought 

* againft him j but, prtfoadet!, as we are, of your 

* fccrccy and difcrctton, we herewith tranfmit to 

* you, lixtra^l of a Letter from — — to , 

* wherein Mahommed Ueza Cawn is charged with 
‘ a crime of fo atrocous a nature-, and we tlic 

* rather adsifc you of — — *s jnforma'ion, as we 

* rely on your endeavours to obtun full csidercc 

* rcfpefling the truth of this allega ion, as well 

* as of foc'j rthr/5, si arc rhr ol of r’lc frro* 
‘tiny we base dinrficd to be made irto tie 

* Naib‘s ccndrfl. 
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* Sensible,' as you muft be,' of the^ jmpof- 
tance of the charge thus confidentially com- 
mitted to ‘you, we Ihall not feek to animat^ 
' your zeal for the Company’s welfare ; but ob- 
‘ ferve only, that, by the cffcftual execution of 
‘ the feparate triift repofcd in you, you will atbncfi 
‘ render the Company a fignal andefiemijlfervice, 
* and approve yourfclf worthy of the opinion wU 
‘ have formed of your judgment, prudence, and 
‘ integrity, and which we have fo fully mani- 
‘ felled, in felefling you to prefide in the admi- 
f niftration of the Government of Bengal. 

‘ We are 

‘ Your loving friends, 8cc.t 
London, Aug. oB, lyyti 

A person who lhall read the above I>etter, 
with attention to the matter it contains will need 
no explanations, further than my obfervin?, that 
in confcqucncc of it, Mahommed Reza Cawn was 
divefled of his power, and brought down to Cal- 
cutta, virherc a fevere and ftriCl enquiry w as entered 
into relative to his preceding conduft, as Naib 
SuBah of the Provinces. The proceedings were 
regularly tranrmitted to the Company by every 
fhip: they arc as voluminous, and as uncon- 
nefled with the matter in hand, as many papers 
m your Reports are to the bufinefr recommended 
by the Houfe to your enquiry : nor ihall I notice 
them I but fortunately for the caufc of truth, and 

the 
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the honour of Governor General Haftings, he had 
thought it neceflary to fom up the whole of the 
evidence, and to give his opinion on it to the Se- 
cret Committee'of the Court of Directors, as a full 
anfv/cr to their private Letter to him on the fub- 
jefb. For once in your hfe. Sir, be candid, read 
his anfwer with temper, and particularly note, that 
it is dated in Calcutta, at the very moment of 
lime, when, by appointment of the legiflalure,- 
the furious triumvirate. General Clavering, Co- 
lonel Monfon, and Mr. Philip Francis, were added 
to the Council General, with the declared purpofc 
of aiding and adiftlng Mr. HaHings in his govern- 
ment of Bengal. 

Letter from Governor Haflings to the 
t Secret Committee of the Court of DI- 
refbors, for the Affairs of the Honour- 
able United Eaft-India Company. 

Fort William, March 24, 1774; 

‘ gentlemen, 

* \ LTHOXJGH the proceedings of the Board, 

* contain very minutely recorded, all the 

* meafurra which were taken for profecutmg the 

* enquir)’ into the con Juft of Mahommed Bcoa 
' Cawn, and m)’Own fcnttmcnis, both m ihecojrfc 

* .-ind lOuc of it, are therein mferted at large, jet, 

* as I was originally lionourLd with your cfpccial 

C ‘ commands 
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* commands for conducing this intricate bufmefs,' 

* I conceive it to be in fomc meafure incumbent 
‘ upon me to addrefs you on its conciufion, that 
5 I may account for any apparent deficiency, by 
‘.ftating the difficulties which I have had to en- 
‘ counter in the difcharge of it. v/iU fpeak^fitft 
« of that charge which was more particularly ihe 
‘ obje£t of your attention and our enquiry j I 

mean the monopoly of grain. 

* You will be pleafcd to recollcft that the charge 

* was general, without any fpccification of time, 

* places, or pcifons. 1 had neither witntCts, nor 
‘ vouchers, nor materials of any fort, to begin 

* with } for thefe I rehed chiefly on the abilities, 

* obfervation, ^and adtive mahgnity, of Maha 

* Rajah Nvndcomar.*, but not refling wholly on 
‘ his aid, 1 took fuch other precautions as were 
‘ mofl likely to produce informations againfl: Ma- 
‘ hommed Hcza Cawn, if his cohduft had really 
f merited that return from the people of this coun- 

* try. In, concu fence with the Committee of Ctr- 

* cuic at Coflimbuzar, and with the Council here, 

* ^ pubhfhed advertifements, inviting all perfons to 

* give information againfl fuch as had contributed 

* to the diflrcflcs of the country, in the time of 
‘ the famine, by the monopoly of grain>Qr any other 
‘-unfair prafliccs, on the wants and neceflitics of 
‘ the people. I allowed all who fiad any thing to 
‘offer on thefe fubjcfls, to have accefs to mej 

* and, . 
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* and, although I never had much time to fpare, I 

* patiently beftowed many hours, and even days,' 

* of it, in liftening to the multiplied, but indefi- 
‘ nite fuggeftions of.NuNDCOMAR. In a word, I 
< omitted no means which were confiftentwith my 

* charafter, to bring the truth of this accufauon 

I to light. ' 

‘In the courfe'of the .enquiry, I proceeded 
‘ with the moll rigid impartiality, not fuffcring (I 
‘ can fafely fay) the fmallcft bias to incline me. * 
‘ You will fee with what materials I was furnilhed s 

* I am forry to fay, that fomc were collefked with 

* fo little decency and regard to truth, as to make 
‘ me apprehenfive of the effects which they might 
‘ have produced on my charaftcr, from the coun- 

* tenance which I afforded to the principal agent 
‘ in the profccuiion, had I not in my own imme* 

‘ diate condutfl, invariably adhered to the Hriftcft* 

* rulc& of jufticc. My judgment was formed with 
‘ the fame temper of mind ; and I continue in the 
‘ perfuafion, that it will be found perfcfkiy con- 

* fiftent with the evidence before me, which coft 
‘ me much labour and attention, in the mldft#of 

* continued interruption, to coUcft it from the rc- 
‘ cords of near thirty different examinations. 

‘ I^informed Rajah Huzzoorymul of there-' 
‘ fercnce which you had been pleafed to direft me 
I to make to him, for the fafts on which h’s in- 
> C 2 ‘ formation 
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* formation (n copy of which I received in your 
‘ commands by the Lapwing) was grounded. lie 
‘ came fcreral times to me with the exprefs pur- 
‘ pofe and promife of entering into a full commu- 

* nicaiion of the fubjt^i, and brought with him an 

* old and rcfpeiiablc Merchant of this City, fince 

* dfcearcd, who, he faid, was etjually apprifed of 
‘ ihcfc cjrcumftanccs with himfeif, to aid him in his 

* informations j but after much timid hcfitatlon, 

* mutual reference, and procraflinrition, they botli 

* at length declined it j nor could 1 ever obtain 

* the fmallcll intelligence from either. I fhould 
‘ be forty if this report wire to give you an unfa- 

* vourable opinion of Rajah I luzxoorymul : I can 
‘ truly afHrm, that I know not a man of a more 

* guarded conduft, or a more confcjcniious inte- 

* gricyi Either the fear of the confequences- af- 
‘ fc<5ling his charailer, retrained him from avow- 
‘ ing what he knew, or (which I think more hkely) 

‘ he was milled by the clamours of the people, in 

* the information which, he originally gave to Mr. 
i Gregory. 

^vWiTH rerpeft to the accounts of the Niza-' 

* rout, and the balance faid to tc due from Ma- 

* hommed Reza Cawn, for the colJeflions made 
‘ by him at Dacca, during the life time of Jafficr 

* Ally Cawn, it was ccruinly move in the power 
Jof Nundcomar, than of any other perfon.'^to 

* furhiflt' 
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* furnifti me with the fullelb and moll authentic 

* ftaie of both. Befidcs -an official and prafllc^l 

* knowledge -which he poflcfled of the nature of 
‘ the former, of which at one time he had -the en- 

* tire tnanagemenr, he had'ac this lime the com- 
' mand of all the accounts 'of the 'Nizamtit, 

* through the means of his fon, Rajah Goordafi, 

* who is the Dewan of that office. ' 

* He poflefled the entire confidence 'of the 
‘ Nabob Mcer Jaffier, at the time in ‘which Ma* 

* hommed Reza Cawn was employed as Agent 

* for the Dacca Collcflions, and had aflually en- 

* tered into a ferutiny of his conduft, during the 

* life of that Nabob, which ferutiny produced the 
^ balance now appearing a^inft him. 

‘ All the accounts on thefe heads, which I 
‘ have ever recci\^d from Rajah Nundcomar, 
/ ftand upon record, and they are fuch as appear 

* more calculated to acquit Mahommed Reza 

* Cav;n, than cftablifli any proofs againfl him, 
-* Indeed, he has IiteJy offered to furnifb me with 

* very minute accounts of the Dacca Colleihons, 
during the period of Mahommed Reza Cawn's 

* agency i but thefe were not put into my hands 

* until the enquiry twas clofcd, although he had 

* tahen other Indircft means know not why") to 

* bring them to the notice of the Board. And as 
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* to the Nizamut accounts, although I have ufed 

* every means, for upwards oF ten months palV, 
‘ both with him and h« fon, which could operate 

* either on their hopes or fears, to obtain them, 

* they were not delivered till the latter end of Ja- 
' nuary laft, and were th^n-accompanicd whh-tlic 
' promife of a feparatc proof of embezzlement in 

* the article of Exchange, which, after frelh im* 
‘ portunity, both from mylcif and from the Board, 

* v\as tranfmicted fo late, that it arrived only on 

* the loth inftant: nor did ihif, more than any 
' other pnpers furmlbcd by Nundcomar, alTord 
'* any thing like proofs, but only reiterated charges, 

* without one voucher, or the leaft aid that might 

5 direct us to one. ’ 

^ ‘ I A^^ at a lofs to diJeover the fecret Ipriog 
‘ which governs the myllcrious conduft of this 
‘ man, as 1 am certain he is impelled by nothing 

* iefs than 'a deftre to favour Mahommed Reza 

* Cawn. It might fuit well with his private views 
to procraflinaie theifliicof the enquiry, although 

,* it Would be . Imie confiftcnt with the credit or 

* juftice of your Adminiftration, to prolong it to 
‘ a farther period, two years having been already 
' confumed in bringing it to a clofe on our pro- 
‘ ceedings. Many attempts, indeed, were made 

* by Ku»i>comar, both m the courfe of this af- 
f fair, aos in the exantination of Maha Rajah 

* Shirabroy, 
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' Shitabroy, to'obtain a formal commifilori for 

* making a perfonal and local inquifition into the 
‘ accounts of the colleflions depending on both; 
‘ but of this I difapproved, knowing that luch a 

* power might be converted, and believing that 
‘ iq his hands, it would i)e converted to purpofes 
‘ very detrimental to the revenue, and opprclTive 
‘ to the people : it was propofed to the Board,’ 

* and by them peremptorily refufed. - • 

* Notwithstandimg the confeioufnefs which 

* I poflefs of my own integrity, and the certainty 
‘ that my conduit throughout this ungrateful bu- 

* finefs, will, on the molt rigid fcruiiny, do me 

* credit, yet I am not without my fears. I am 

* aware of the violent prgudices which were taken 

* up at once againft Mahommed Reza Cawn by 

* all ranks of people, both here and at home. 
‘ I am alfo aware, that in England, where the 
^ very name of enquiry into the paft management 
< of affairs in India, flarters the paffion of the 
‘ tirpes, and raifes expeftations of great and im- 
‘ portant deteftions, the lefulc may baulk thofe 

* expeftations, and turn the torrent^of public cla- 
‘ mour another way. In many oF%e private Let- 
ters which I received from my » friends in Eng- 

* land, I was warned to aft with the greaccif cau- 

* lion in this enquiry, as the confirmation of my 
» credit with {he public, and, forgive me for add- 
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‘ with your* Honourable Court, depended 
f upQrt it. ' ( 

* The magnitude of the charges whicli were 

* allcdged againft Mahommed Reza Cawn, hts 
‘ reputed wealth, the means which that afforded 
‘ him both of fupprefiing evidence, and even of 

* influencing his judges in his favour, and the na* 
‘ tural conclufion dcducible from fo many exag- 
‘ gerated accufations, that fome part of them at leaft 
‘ was true, gave additional force to thefc cau- 

* tionary intimations, and made. me fear for the 

* conlequences j not only as they might affect my 
‘ reputation, which It has been the ftudy of my 

* life to miincain unblemiflied, but os they might 

* blaft ail my hopes from the continuation of your 
‘ favour, which I hold folcly on the credit of my 
t integrity.* 

•' 1 

‘ It is pofiible that, on a review of the Pxo- 

* ccedings, you may find fome critical circum- 

* fiances difrcgardcd, fome fa£ls of confcqucncc 

* fufficicmly traced through all their con- 

* nexions or dependent events, by which the truth 

* might have Wen more fucccfsfully followed. I 

* can only fay, that I have never quitted this pro-» 

^ fecution but for affairs of greater moment , and 
‘ although I evec h«»c dxc molt cef5ie<^M defciA 
‘ ence for your commands, and have never fuf- 

* fered my zeal to flaefeen la their execution, yet 

I muft 



( »5 ) 

f I mud candidly own, that I never gave up a 

* portion of my time to this bufinefs, without fecU 
‘ ing a painful regrer, that ib much pf it was lod 

* to the care of your real'intercftsi and how much 

* of it I have beftowed on that, your records in 

* the various departmentsT over which I prefide, 

* will abundantly ledify. ‘ * 

* 1 mujt declare that 1 have another moths for my 

* fears \ the dark and deceitful cbara^cr ^ Nond* 

* coUKri^vtbofe gratitude KO kindnefs can lind^ r.cr 

* eoen his cwn intereji di/eisgage hm from the crooked 

* politics vabteh have lien tbs Jludy and praSlice of 

* bis vthoU life. Of this I have had snotty very ex‘ 
‘ traordtnary proofs : I Jhall injlar.ee only twoy as 
f moji exprrj/ive ef hts ruling cbarcSltr* 

‘ Before my departure from Fort St. George, 

* when my appointment to this Prcfidency was 
‘■known,* a meflenger, exprefsly deputed from 
‘ Munny Begum, came to me there with Letters 

* from her, intreating my proteilion in the mod 
‘ earned terms, both for her houfe and for the 
‘ people of Bengal^againd the tyranny of Ma- 
‘ hommed Reza Cawn, and referring me for far- 
‘ ther information, to Maha Rajah Nokdcomar, 
‘ from whom. I received fimilar Addrefles on the 
‘ fame’ futyeft, and by the fame hand. The Be- 
* gum has fince folemnly difowned her having 

' * ever 
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' ever written fuch Letters, or autliorircd fuch i 
f comminion. ' 

* A VERv (hort time after the elevation of Ms 

* fon to t!\c h\gh ofRcc which he now poffefTcs as 
‘ Dewan to the Nabob, Numdcomar fent draughts 

‘ of 1-cticrs to the Begum, which he rccom-^ 
‘ mended lo her to write to me, enumerating the 

* many encroachments which had been made by 
‘ the EngUih government on the rights of the Ni- 

* zamut, and claiming them for the behalf of the 

* Nabob. Copies of thefe draughts, communi- 

* cated to me by the Rcftdent, Mr. Middleton, 
and by other channels, arc aiiually in my poP 

■ feflion. 

‘ I TRUST to bis own genius to furnlfh you 
‘ with nearer proofs in the rcprefentatlons which 
' he has already made, or which he may at this 
! time convey to your knowledge^ ' ’ * 

‘ My experience of his charafter has never al- 

* tered my behaviour to him, but in fuch in- 
‘ fiances only, and fuch have occurred, as re- 
‘ quired it for the public tranquillity. J have fop- 

‘ ported the authority of Rajah Goordaft, even irj ' 

* oppofition ro the Begum, bccaufe it was con- 
' HRent with the credit and dignity of your Ad- 

* munriratjon, that the lyftem, which it had been 

* thought 
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^ thought ’proper on well confidered grounds t* 

* appoint, fiiould be ftcadtly fupported, 

‘ 1 HAVE al(b, in many littk inflanccs, by my 

< countenance, affixed the pcrfonal influence of 

< Maha Rajah Nundcomar; and I have endca- 
‘ voured to turn both his good and bad qualities 
‘ to account for the advantage of the Honourable 

* Company, in fuch occafions as could admit of 

* the application of either ; but I mult.ray, that I 
‘ have been difappointed in all my patl expefla- 
‘ tions from him, and do not pfomife myfelf 

* much benefit from his abilities in time to com^, 

* as the feene in which he had the faireft opportd- 

* niiy of difplaying them, is now clofrd. ’ 

* IFbaltver your refohtion tray le eenctmln^ tie 

* future fate'ef Mahommed Reza Cawn, it is tny 

* duly, altbcugh I hiheve' it unuecejfary, to reprefoit, 

* that, whatever reparaticn ycu may tUnk due for 

* bis paji fuf (rings, the rejicroticn of atsy part of 
^ the power ivbicb be before pcjfejftd, will ir.evUally 
f tend to the injury of the Company's 'chairs, and the 
f diminution of your infueme and authority, , 

^ * There can be but one Government and one 

* power in this Province. Even the pretenfions 
‘ of the Nabob may prove a fource of great em- 

< barraflment, when he is of age to claim his re- 

< . N. « Icafc 
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‘ Itafe from tlicprefent lUtc of pupHagc, wliicli 
^ prevents hU aflening them, 

* I have the honourto be, 

• Gentlemen, 

‘ Your moft obedient and . ^ 
• Moll fahhful Servant, 

‘WAUREN HASTINGS. 

t 

Have you read the above Letter, Sir, in the 
manner that I recommended }cu to read it ? Can 
human evidence furnlDi llronger proofs of the 
Governor General's opinion of the true charadlcr 
and Tea\ abdulea of the two great rivals tor power, 
Maha Rajah Nundcomar, and Mahommed Reza 
Cawn ? This valuable Letter ^Ya5 written at Ben- 
gal, before it was known '^there, that new powers 
Virere coming out to India, which, in effedl, fuper- 
feded his o«n: and if was in the pofleflion of 
the Secret Committee of the Court of Djredlors, 
before Clavering, Monfon, and Francis, arrived in 
Calcutta. Iha\e caufed the izth'and iSih pa- 
ragraphs to be primed in Italics, and I defire you. 
Sir, to keep them in your mind. * The roth is as 
explicit as words can make it, of the Governor's 
free Icmim^nts of Nundcomar’s cbaradleci and 
the iSih, in prccifcly the fame nurnberof lines, as 
exprtflive of his feniimcnts as to the condu<a 4 he 
. Company 
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Company Hiould purfue in future, relative to ilie 
employing as an officer of government, Mahom- 
mcd Reza Cawn. Here you have the political 
creed of the Governor General under his own 
hands, though in a private Letter to the Chair- 
man, and Deputy ^Chairman, of the Court of Di- 
treflors, dated more than eight years ago. If, in 
one fmgle inftance, he has. In his public or pri- 
vate condudt, afhed contrary to the fentiments fa 
fully expreflcd in the above curious Letter, «hy 
has it not been produced ? But it is impoffible to 
produce what never did exift; and for that rea- 
ibn you have, in your Reports, fwellcd tlw Ap- 
pendixes with ufelefs papers, In order to confound 
and puzzle the mind of your readers, 'with mat- 
ters as foreign to the porpofe, as your proto- 
type, Bolingbroke fays, the neighing of the horfe 
of the fon of Hyflafpis, was to good government. 
But I will fupply your deficiency by a liitlt nar- 
ration of fafts, that fliall pleafe all but thofe con- 
cerned with you, in injuring the charaflcr of Go- 
vernor Haftings. - 

It muft not be forgotten, that the foregqjng 
Letter from the Secret Committee of the Court 
of Direftors'to Mr. Haflings, and his anfwers to 
it, were private, and in Bengal known only to the 
Governor himfelf j and he kept the fccrec fo in- 
violably, that' in its confequences, it had nearly de- 
ftroyed his own moral charaftcr at Calcutta, and 
. to 
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fo this moment conilnUM to operate againfl it irf 
this counirj’. Virtue « faid to be its own reward j 
and in no inftance could a perfon depend more 
upon it than Mr- 1 ladings has done. I bctlevc, 
Sir, lint it was to Ids condoft in this particular, 
that you referred, when you called Jus politics 
crooked politics. You have been deceived in 
his charaacr. Sir, and under tint deception, have 
proceeded to injure him to a degree that you can- 
not forgive. You know the human heart, and 
v;ani no explanation of the aflertion. At Bengal, 
the leisure of ^^ahommcd Ueza Cawn was tJioughc 
to be a tneafure of Mr. Iladings's only } and as a 
long time pafTed over without proofs of theNaib^s 
delinquency being difeovered, people began to 
murmur ac the feverity with which he liad been 
treated *, and many malicious infinuations were 
handed about i fuch. Sir, as thofe drawn up (by 
yourfelf in the fecond Report of the Selcft Com- 
mittee, relative to the trial of Nundcomar, ’It was, 
faid that Mr. Haftings had removed the Naib Su- 
bali from his ofHcc in the government, to make 
way for his own creatures} and was forming a tale, 
with the afliftancc. of the man’s mortal enemy, 
(Nundcomar,) to fend home to the Company, in 
order to raife himfelf a name, and to juftjfy his 
giving great pare of Mahommed Rer.a Cawn’s. 
power to the Rajah Nundcomar’s fon-in Jaw. 
This clamour againll the Governor; had extended 
to all his enemies in Calcutta-, and his ownfilence 
« with 
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with refpeft to the private orders which he had 
received from home, made fome of his friends un- 
eafy, fearing he had taken i^joa himfelf mcafurcs, 
tliat the evidence obtain^ of the delinquency of 
the Naib Subah, would not’juftify him lor doing. 
This idea had gained much ground in Calcutta, 
and it was taken for granted by all his enemies, 
that the Governor had confided entirely in the 
abilities and well known enmity of Nundcomar, 
to furnifli evidence fufficient to dcfiroy his rival 
in the opinion of the public abroad, and the Com- 
pany at home. 

Ik this fituaiion ^ matters were, when General 
Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, 
arrived. Their intention to drive the Governor 
General out of the Chair, was foon made known 
in the fettlemenc. Even the beft friends of Mr. 
Haftings did not know, or were not auihorifed by 
him to declare, on what authority he had afted in 
relpeft to Mahommed Reza Cawn, His having 
employed Nundcomar with Iceming confidence, 
gave an air of greater myftery to the bufinefs ; be- 
caufe it was well known to every body, that from 
.the experience of many years, he knew the -maQ 
to be a Machivaelian in politics, and a defpe- 
rado in principle. What added Hill more to the 
wonder of the fettlemenc, was his having ap* 
pointed the fbn-.in-law of Nundcomar, Rajah 
Goordafs, to the Naib Subahfnip, contrary to 

the 
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the .idvicr, and ngamft the proteft, of fomc verj* 
able members of his own Council. In fpiie of 
my original Intention , -1 muft refer >ou, Sir, to 
Appendix, No. 3, page 67, m my Tirfl Letter, 
for the Governor’s inducement 10 this appoint- 
ment. Ills reafoning there to be found, did, I 
believe, fatisfy the Members at the CouncilBoard. 
But what \v« to fatisfy impatient private fufpi- 
cion, md^fplenctic popular clamour ! You have 
lately been of council to tlif King, and ucll know, 
or ought to know, that a Miniftcr of State who 
betrays fecrcts of government, »n order to fdence 
uninformed popular clamour agiinfl himfelf, » 
%cry unfit for the ftation he holds. Nay, Sir, I 
think that you faid in jour place m the Houfc 
of Commons, tine you fliould be \erjr badly cal- 
culated for the Nation whicli you then held un- 
der the Crown, if you could not Band the pelt- 
ing of the Morning Poft and Morning Herald, 
and yet they related (broc damning truths; fuch 
as that of your taking early care to provide amply 
for yourfelf, your fon, your brother, and your ne- 
phew This was not the cafe with Mr. Haf- 
tmgs he had no relations to ferve he had only 
to be fteady, and laugh, as you pretend to have 
laughed, at the lies of the day. To him the tales 
circulating m Calcutta, were no more and vet. 
Sir, I will ftiew you prcfcntly, that this operated 
violently, and almoft to his rUin, both at home 
and abroad , and continues ftill to vibrate on the 


ears 
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cars of thofc v;ho ought to know better.* Nay, I 
will go further, and prove to the whole kingdom, 
that the lies hatched eight years ago at Calcutta, 
by the enemies of Mr. Hidings, and’ which were 
fo carefully brooded by the new Members of the 
Supreme Council, General Clavering," Colonel 
Monfon, and Mr. Francis, are the very fame idle 
tales which you and your Chairman have called 
back into life, to ferve the fame purpofes here, 
for which they were invented abroad. . 1 deal ia 
fafls, Sir j obftinate, flubboan fafts : they are on 
record. I give you chapter and verfe. Nor 0iall 
all the flov.cry eloquence for which you are fo 
famous, enable you* to do them away. 

The circumfhnce of the removal of Maliom- 
med Rt 2 a Cawn, and the appointment of Rajah 
•Goordafs to the Na^b Subalhip In Bengal, every 
bedyfaw} but nobody knew on v.Kat principles 
the Governor had adted. The private order from 
his mailers at home^ was his own fecret, and he 
kept it with a fteadinefs, that has more than once 
nearly brought on his own ruin. It may even 
have that confequcnce yet : for the prejudice which 
has fopov'erfully operated agamft him, as to induce 
a Vote for his recall in the Houfe of Commons, hath 
taken its rife from the fame mutilated and il\ 
founded reprcfer.tat'on®, which, in various ways, 
and in variety or Ihapes, have been obtruded on 
the public. 


D 


I AM 
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• I 'AM obliged, in this place, to anticipate i 
quotation, which 1 have given to you 'm the fol- 
lowing Letter, for a fimilar rc.ilbn. Mr. Fowke, 
ftnior, the unhappy gentleman who had, a fr'v 
weeks before the arrival of the Majotity, quar- 
relled with the Gwernor General, wai become in- 
imical to him to a degree of frenzy. Unluckily, 
he had known General Clavering in, Europe, and 
6nding that the Majority were prone to receive 
evil imprefiions of Mr. Haftings, engaged in the 
fcrviccof the General as his. Perfian Tranllator. 
Great evils arofe from the ftubborn inveteracy of 
this furious man. To all the fcttlemcnr, except 
Ilajah Nundcomar bimfclf, the apparent confi- 
dence placed in him by the Governor General, ap- 
peared rcftlj and conciuHons were drawn, on 'ac- 
count of the fcemiiig intimacy between them, very 
unfavourable to the Governor’s honour. The' 
Kajah was invited to come over to the Majority, 
on the foppofition that Mr, Hafiings had really 
given his confidence to the man. His charaflcr ' 
for deception, and political trimming to the rimes, 
was well known to Mr. Fowke, the Miniftcr to 
the new^Govcrnmcnc of Three. And the Rajah 
himfelf, knowing that Mr. Haftings never had 
any confidence in him, was well enough plealcd’ 
(agreeable to the prafticc of his whole life} to take 
advantage of their credulity, and join the reigning 
powers ; and without the Icaft hcfitation, engaged 
to furnilh any information they wanted. This 
* added 
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tiddsd to the ftorics which General Clavering, 
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, had heard, <Jh 
their fieft arrival, that Nundcomar had very lately 
been the confidential friend>and prime minifter of 
Mr. Haftings, by whole aOiltance and information, 
he had removed from his“ office Mahommed Reza 
Cawn, were Inducements fufficient for them w em*- 
ploy the Rajah, to draw up charges againfl the 
Governor j whofe ftubborn, and almoil criminal 
virtue^ would not ftoop to undeceive even his 
friends: and on my confcience, I believe, that 
General Cl4vcrlng, when he fee his name to the 
following paragraphs in thcirX.etters to the Court 
of Dircflors, firmly believed what he fet his name 
to. To fuppofe that he did not believe them, is 
to ruppofe that he facrificed his honour* in this 
world, and his falvaiion in the next, to the demon 
of patty. Mr. Francis is now the only furvivdr; 
let him choofe the affirmative or negative fide, of 
the queftion. Either will reduce him to a fitua- 
tion, fuch as no man of honour ^YOuld wilh to be 
found in. ' 
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Extrait of a Minute from General Claver- 
. ing, Colonel Monfon. and Mr. Francis. 


‘Fort William, April juh, 1775. 

AHA Rajah Nundcomar, whom the Go- 
vernor calls a mtfcreanty we found had 
been but a very little time before his bofbm 
friend, confulted On all occafions, and fup- 
ported by him againft the united proccfl of Mef- 
fieurs Graham, Lawrell, and Dacrcs, who were 
clofely connefted with Mahommed Rezi Cawn, 
although the Governor knew him to have been 
(as he now faj s) guilty of a forgery. We have 
«..ron to rufpoft, tho, tho was to mike 

him Banyan to General Clavering, to furround 
the General and us with the Governor's crea- 
tures, and to keep us totally unacquainted with 
the real ftate of the government. By this, and 
other flimfcy devices, fo conlonant to the prin- 
aples of Afiatic policy. ID which the Governor 
eneral has been fo long experienced, he pro- 
' / '""’f'lf. that men, unpraftifcd in 

vente? “"J circum- 


^ ‘NonneoMAK Ending himfelf deceived or dif- 

• urrof 1 

-th= Of the means which his intiniaej with the 
I Governor 
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* Governor had put into hts power, to gratify his 

* refentmenr "Whatever might have been his 
‘ motives, his difcovencs have thrown a clear 
‘ light upon the Honourable Governor Generars 
‘ conduft, and the means he had taken of making 

* the very large fortune he is faid td pofiefs, of 
‘ upwards of Forty Lacks of Jlupees, which he 
‘ mull have imafied m about two years and a 
^ half. 


(Signed) ‘ J CLAVERING, 

‘ GEO. MONSON, 
* P. FRANCIS,” 


Here is perfonahty for you with a witnelsl 
Could you, Sir, or any other honeft man m the 
kingdom, have imagined that fuch men as Gene- 
ral Cla^crmg and Colonel Monfon, would fuBcr 
their minds to have been fo warped by patty 
fplecn, as cooly and dehlieraiely to let their names 
to fuch paragraphs as the above ^ That Philip 
Francis fhould draw them up, is no wonder, — 
traired up to deceive, the truth is not in him. 
But that I have confined mj felf to a few qifota- 
tions, I could prefent you with a hundred from 
the fame Letter, equally falfe, perlbnal, malicious, 
and inveterate 

The Governor was ordered by his maflers 
from home, on his tcing appointed to the Go- 
vernment 
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Vernment of » Bengal, firft to remove from all 
power Mah'ommed Reza Cawn j then to make n 
ftrifl ferutiny into his conduft, as Naib Subah ; 
to employ Rajah Nondcomarin this enquiry j and 
to refer the' whole information to them. ' He did 
fo. But though, he could not find any cnminal 
matter againft Mahommed Reza Cawn, on the 
fubjefts into which he was 'ordered to enquire, 
yet he had feen enough of the min*s influence 
and power in 'the provinces, to induce him to ad- 
vife the Company, for political reafons, not to re- 
inftatc him in the office “of Naib Siibah of Bcn- 
gaU His principles of-ia£tion, with refpefl: to 
Mahommed Reza Cawn, had been efiabltlhcd in 
've (have ften, many months before 
ih= Major., y arrived in .he 

eight years agoj and he remains 'fixed on tht 
fame opinion yet. ,JHe^has no enmity to the man. 

Any advantages the Company svilb him to dravi 
from the, r fovour. Governor -Hadings does.nor, 
nor ever vnll, withhold from .him. But he con- 
demnyheideaofreftoring a man- to 'power op 
of F’^f. '"'ho. with it, may do 

I am nrof “"'■''"‘rf fta.e oflndi,. 

I am not of conrequence enough ,(o know the 
Governor General’s mtentiuns; but h,yi„g ft.,. 

died his nrinrinlaie nCvaA...- r . ® ’ 


1th- k' r""''’'" “mbe’ of years' 

1 think that fomc late orders o,l,l,i, a.. ’ 


— .W...U jaitf orders which 

CawnVnd a f Afahommed Reea 
' ttnd a few others wh.ch I (haft mentiof,. 

may 
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may induce him to quit; but he never will, by a 
complete compliance with them, dlfgrace his fta. 
tion, 

I WOULD afk you. Sir, whether a Member of 
the Houle of Commons, or any other man, can 
find half the real information on this fubjc£l in the 
Reports of the Committee, that he may find in 
the above fimple detail of fafb, fupported by evi- 
dence which you knew where to find as well as I 
did. But your point was to condemn, and.caufc 
to be removed from his flation, the Governor of 
Bengal j therefore, you took the flory up In the 
middle, and caufed to be copied into the /tppen* 
dixes of your Reports, fuch papers only as the 
^cid tecB, Mr. rhilip Francis, gave in, or pointed 
out— with what honour, integrity, or impartiality, 
• fhall leave others to determine. 

Your reafoning in the Report concerning the 
RcGdcnt of Oude/is focxaftly the fame with that 
you ha\T held in refpefl to the fiory of Mahom- 
med Rcaa Cawn, that it will not be ealy to fpeak 
of it, without tautology. The Governor Gcnyal, 
in his vifit to the court of the Vizier Sujah ul Dow- 
lih, in the year tyys, at which time he concluded 
Avtih him the Treaty of Benares, had difeovered 
that that ambitious Prince poflefled not one virtu- 
ous quality of the mind. Born to tyrannic fway, 
his mental faculties had been rorally neglcflcd, 

and 
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£ncl (he cxcrcifcs only at:cn£l'*d lo, 

Thoug^h lie listlt antJ ajilttj* (o fever the 

of a bufiafo from \m boiJy v.Uli h^ fcyntctar 
ot R blow, and dexterity lufi'.cicnt to br?.ib with 
a flnglc bullet, <!tfcharcc(l front Id* roatcli-lock 
fowling; piece, o Jar from the head of a ponr-«o* 
min, at the dsflincc^of three hundred h.nfh/li 
yaids be W31 below conrempi, in tlic 

hnowlcilpc nectfijty fur the Viziiir of t’'.e Em* 
jiirc of Hindooflan,' and in ht* dirpofiiion, smbi- 
tioiu, fclfiOi, brutal, fufpictoUJ, tjrannicil, and 
co\i.irdl/. Vithal iIim, he ponefied Afniic cuti- 
ninp enattfh to become a thngeroua neighbour 
on the Compirt) 's confinci. if not clofcly watched t 
and for this fcafim only, Wr. Haflings placed 
about hJn» one of the Company'! younjjcr frr» 
vanes, jn <>vhofc abiliues and integmy he could 
confide, to be a watch • on his political ma-' 
nccuvfcs, with orders to advife him regularly of 
all .that paficcl at the Vizier’s court. The cor* 
tefpondence which parted ^between iheiGovcrnor 
General and this )Oung gcmlrroan, was in an 
cafy, confidential, and familiar llrain, where his 
pcfiuvc or conjc£lural opinion on the hate of 
afifiirs, and appearances of the intended future 
meafures of the Vizier, romciimes fuppllcd the 
place pf the ftiff* and Jiniitcd milter ot faft ftile 
of (be merely ofikial Rcfident, And Mr. 
Middleton was confidered fay all the country 
powers, to be as much the confidential friend of 

the 
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the Governor Gcneml, as the aj^cnc of the Com- 
pany. Anil I fljjU be glad to know, in what de- 
gree of dlima'ion an Englifli Ambafiador would 
be held nt a coutt in Europe, if It was known that 
he liad not the confidence of the Minifiry ? 

On the arrival of the Majority, the firfi atUicc 
given to them by their Mlniftcr, was to recall this ■ 
agent, and fend up one of their own; by which 
aft they •would, at one llrokc, convince all the 
powers on the continent of India, that power had 
changed hamU, and that it now rcllcJ with a Ma- 
jority of the Heard, and not with the Governor 
General. No man, Sir, knows better than you 
do, the political ufeof fuch a manccuvre, or you 
would nut have voted the finding Admiral Pigot 
to relieve Lord Uodney. I believe that General 
Clavering, Colonel .Monfon, and Mr. Francis, Ind 
fome fuch intention, in purfuing fi> violent a mea- 
fure, as you feem to Inve had. But you flopped 
• fboit; \hey. Sir, went on; for at ihc very firfl; 
meeting of jhe Council General to' do bufinefi,* 
the Governor General was called upon to deliver 
up all the corrcfpondcncc which had pafled, be- 
tween him and Mr. Middleton, his agent at Oude. 
Mr. Haftings told them, that fuch parts of it as 
related to the political affairs of government, he 
would order to be laid before the Board but as 
his correTpondence with Mr. Middleton, in many 
inflances, run in the fncndly and familiar llile, 

no 
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no ways pertaining to the affairs of government, 
tKh parts, he conc!odcd> they could have no de- 
fjre to fee, and he Ihouidi from a point of delicacy, 
withhold them.* » 

" I 

* Extract ofaLeiter from IIcngal,<J 3 «dNowmbertIiei«n, 1774* 

‘ IN our firft confuJfaiion m tins dtparttntnt, wc tooWiMo coiv, 

‘ fideration a minute of the GoTemorGcnertl s refpeflmgthcpoli- 

* tical ftate of affairs ift India, which he had dclirercd in at the 

* preceding meeung in the other department, with refpeR to the 

* war then carrying on againft the Rofaillas, in aid ofthtVIsier. 

• * We fooa found that our opinions on its necelTijy^ and propnetv, 

* were hhely to dtffet xery widely A Rlaicnty of the Board, 

* eonr>ftiiig of the Comreandcr in Chief, Colonel Monfon, and 

* Mri Francta, thought it BecelTary, for better elucidating the 

* grounds and eondudl of the war, to fee the whole of the on- 

* E nat eorrefpondence between the Covcreor General, Mr 

* Middleton, ReUdeot at the Visier t Coun, natf Colonel Cbera> 

* plon, eoramanding the troops aCbo{.jn conjunfbon with himi 

* and It was refolred to reciueft the Goreinor General to Uy it 

* before the Board according!). 

* ^he Governor General and Mr ZIarwe|t diSenied from this 

* rrfolution j and the former, at a rubfequen t meeting, deliiered in 

* a minute, declaring, that he meant to lay before the Board, fueh 

* part of Mr Middleton s and Colonel Champion's correfj^n- 

* denee, as related to the condofl of public affairs / but as fomc 

* of the LcTTcn tnt^'ht contain things, in the courfe of a free and 

* pcifinal coramunieai on, which rnighc not be proper for a pub. 

* lie record, he begged learc to deelioe laying the whole of chefn 
' before us 

* On this rcfufal, a formal pro eft "at entered a-amft it, b\ 

* Genert) Clavering, Coonel Monfin, and Mr rraneii Mr. 

* Moflfun ,1 frrojHjn mored for the renll of Mr Middleton t 

* ac 1 u was deicrntned by the fame Majority, that he Ihoid 1 

‘ be 
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j Here was ftartcd curious matter for difpuias' 
tion. The heads of the Majority were already 
loa’^ed with fufpicions and combuftjblc ideas j and 
this withholding of parts of the corrcfpondence, 
fet fire to the train laid by their*' Mmifler, and 
blazed out into a flame, that has not yet been cx- 
tinguilhed. The Majority and their party, de- 
clared that the’parts of the corrcfpondence which 
was not given up, contained criminal matter. The 
Governor, piqued at the ungenerous and violent 
proceedings of the Majority, and confeious of his 
own innocence, would not comply. The young 
gentleman was recalled j and the matter was re- 
ferred home to the Company, who condemned the 
Governor, and ordered the whole of the original 
Letters to be delivered up on both Tides, which 
was done, and found to contain nothing public or 
criminal. This affair gave nfe to fuch another 
'difpute as that about Mahommed Reza Cawn, and 
' you have handled it at your Committee in the lame 


* berecallcij, and ordered (o repair to the Preridcnc7. bringing with 

* him the whole of his correrpondcnce during hu rcridence at 
‘ the court of the Vixler At the fame time ii was rcfolred to ap- 

* point Colonel Cbampton, or the Commanding OSicer of the 
‘ Brigade, to treat with the Viaer in his room Againft both 
‘ thtfe refoluuons, the Governor General protefled, and J^r 
f Bamell alfo dilTented from them 

(Signed) " • J CLA\ERING, 

» GEO MONSON, 

‘B TRAhCIS* 


uncanthd 
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uncandid manner. Not the leaft notice h taken 
of the conduit of the Majority, in. removing Mr. 
Middleton, and fending Mr. Briftow toOude, and 
thereby rendering the Governor General infigni- 
ficant in the ejes of the country powers : No; that 
would have been candid, and given truth fail 
play, to avoid which, you takcuhe ftory up 
much later in pome of time, and endeavour to 
fix criminality on the Governor General for re- 
moMng Mr, Bnftow from the. very fpoc to which 
he had been fenf by the Majority, to Icflen him m 
thcejesof the Country Powers. Such conduit 
might have been expeited from the Chairman of 
your Committee, who was never heard of as an 
orator, except as a fpeaktng member of a city 
club, or wrangbng Proprietor of India Stock at a 
general court, where he ftwdied his poverty of 
eloquence, until chance threw him into ihe Com- 
mutec’s Chair :» But bchoc me. Sir, ic is beneath 
the character of, the all accotnpUflicd Mr, Burke. 

I wjLt give >ou an infiance in point. The 
Prime Minifler of this Country, mufi have a Lord 
Li^ytenanc of Ireland who will attend to Ids man- 
dates, or things m Ireland will go wrong Lord 
North tnoughi fo, when he Tent Lord CarliOe to 
Dub m Caftic You thought To, when youj'oincd 
Vri T p.ni n to I nil ilic Duke of Portland there 
Ami l^jrd Shelburne thought fo, when he recom- 
mended a Juccefibr to the Noble Duke. It is. 

Sir, 
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Sir, on* '^ot thorc political truths, that every 
dabbler agrees in. . And beheve me, a Governor 
General of Bengal, muft, and will have a confi- 
dential friend of his own, for his Lieutenant at 
Glide, or the Princes of the Country will place no 
confidence in him. It is now "five years fince the' 
various flucluating powers of this country, at both 
ends of the town, have, from a mere fpirit of 
party, dcfiruftive of all true policy, and the real 
imereft of the Company and the Nation, been 
attempting to lower their Governor General in the 
eyes of all Afia, by forcing on him Mr. BrifloW 
for his Refident at Oude, contrary to all fiis un- 
anfwerablc obje£lions. He has no enmity to rhe 
young man j that all Mr. Brifiow’s friends know ; 
but if the Governor fubmits to his bting placed 
there fo independent of him, as the orders from 
home require; after fo long and fo injudicious a 
flrugglc to cornpi.1 him to u from this fide the 
water, he will ceafe to be worthy the confidence 
of the Nation and the Company, as their Go- 
vernor General of Bengal. 

It is very pofiiblc. Sir, that befides the Mem- 
bers of your Committee, and a very bare majo- 
rity in the Court of Direflors, there may be found 
people who mvy think, that the Naib Subah of the 
Provinces m Bengal,* and the Refident at the Court 
of Oude, fhou*ld ba appointments In the difpolal 
only of the Court of Dircftors. I fliall not dif- 

putc 
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pure their right to give away every appointracnC 
in the Company’s ferylce, at home and abroad ; if 
h was not fo, they would not be Diteftors ; but 
the two inftances at prcfent agitated, do not turn 
on their power or their right} thefc are indif- 
putable } and I wifh the whole Court felt as /ore, 
at the improper interpofition of miniftcrial infiu* 
cnce, as I do, their a^iirs abroad would then foon 
be reftored to their former fplcndor,* Had the 
Court of Dirc^lors read, with minds free from 
prejudice, the rcaronlngs*,of Mr, Haftings, for 
not giving jpower to Mahommed Reza Cawn, 
/ending Mr. Briftow to Oude, andr Mr. iFowkc, 
Jun, to Benares, It is not poIUble that certain or- 
ders lately fenc to Bengal, could have been diftated. 
lc,was no quarrel of theirs. The 'Majority had ap- 
pointed the gentlemen above mentioned to their 
feveral Rations, openly avowing, that it was done 
to (hew the Country Powers, that Mr. Haftings, 
with the high founding title of Governor ^General 
of Afia, had, in faft< no power* and it Was fo ge- 
nerally believed all over Hindooftan, that Mr. Haf- 
tmgs, on the demife of Colonel Monfon, fo far 
back as 1776, was obliged to replace the fame 
Company’s fervants, in order to recover in the 
opinion of the Afiatic Princes, the credit due to 
his ftation. From that hour to this, hath the im- 
politic interpofition of the Court of DircRors, 
kept ahve a paltry party difpute, originating at 
Bengal, whether Mr, Middleton or Mr. Briftow, 

/hould 
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Jbould be the Company’s Refidfentat Oud* 5 whe- 
ther Mr. Fowke, Mr, Graham, or Mr. Markham, 
fhall a£t as A^nt at Benares ; and whether Ma- 
hommed Reza Cawn flial! have improper power 
annexed to his nominal Ration of Nalb Subah of 
Bengal, or not. The parties in whofc favour this 
parry conteft has been kept aljve, that is MeflTs. 
Middleton, Briftow, Fowk^ Graham, Markham, 
and Mahommed Reaa Cawn, arc all men trained 
in’the Company’s fcrvicc. To their abilities and 
integrity, no party have made the leaR objcaion. 
The whole matter turns on this} whilft the agents 
of Mr. HaRings’s nomination, refide at the dif> 
ferenc Princes courts, they have confidence in him ; 
when the young men are lent there, who were ap- 
pointed by the Majority, the Goternot General’s 
credit finks to nothbg. I would afk any reafon- 
able man, whether k can be for the intcreft of tba 
Company, that the Dircilors continue annually to 
make a point of matters, in themrelvcs To infignl- 
ficant to their fervice in general, and fo degrading 
to their Governor General in particular? Whac 
is, it to that commercial body, which of their 
younger fervants aft as their agents at Oude .and 
Benates? ^Or who can poffibly be fo good a 
judge of the abilidcs and integrity of the under 
graduates in their fenrice, as the Governor v;ho 
employs them ? To him they lock for an ac- 
count of. the g’encTaJ Rate of their affairs, financnl 
and political 5 on the judicious management of 

which. 
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v/hicb, not only’ depend their niercanttfe inte- 
refl:s, but their exlftencc as an Afiatic pov/er. 
If they lofe their territory, their commerce cm 
no longer exift. The Council General are thrir 
political managers, the Board of Trade their 
mercantile. War and conqueft have 'made the 
firft neceflary ; and the cloler the latter are tied 
down to fitft principles, the belter. But the 
fliutde will now no longer move, if the flvord 
be wlthdMwn. I would delire no llronger proof 
of the necefTiiy of liarmony in the conducing 
of their affairs abroad, than what has lately ap- 
peared. From 1774 to 1780, Mf. Francis and 
his friends, oppofed every meafure ‘of the Go- 
vernor General’s m every department of go- 
vernment, and alfo kept alive a party in thfs 
country, at both ends of the town, and that 
by a feries of the moffc falfe and uncharitable 
Tcprefenlations of fafts, that ever were invented 
againft Mr. Haflings’s honour as a man, every 
one of which have been refuted, and expofed 
to the diflionour of the dead, and the dilgrace 
of the living. But no fooner had Mr. Fran- 
cis Jefc India, than cordiality took place in the 
Council General, the good cFefls of which have 
lately been made known to the mtion, and 
that at a moment of time, when the Direc- 
ttns were dcviTing bis tcctH, grounded on rea- 
fons which have no foundation m truth, to 

make 



C 49 ) 

Inalce way for a new fct of men, totally imt 
Verfcd in the affairi of Afia. 

I bELTEVE you wiU admit, that in candour, the 
Committee fhould have done as I have done, and 
gone back to the original caufc of the removal of 
Mihommed Ucaa Cawn and Mr. Btjftow, as they 
deemed luch trifling affairs isorth the notice of the 
Senate-, but once d’pped into'pcrfonal politics* 
thcyjtnow not where to (lop } and a dilmal ac- 
count IS introduced into the Houfe, in your flxth 
Report^ charging the Governor General ^ith hav- 
ing violated the rules cf the Company’s fervicci 
in appointing one of his Aid-du-Camps, and par- 
ticular Agent, Captain John Scott, a nominal 
Major, greatly out of his turn, to the preju- 
ditc of 1 know not how many cfHcrrs his fe- 
niors m the Icrvice. This fail is not only denied, 
but alfo proved to have been erroneoufly ftated, 
and vvTongful y rep'efcnied to the Houfe of Com- 
mans. Your Chairman has been called upon 
publickly and privately, to fupport the afiertions 
coriamcd in ihc Report, which hitherto he has de- 
clined to do Perhaps he thinks that his Icnato* 
till dignity places him out of the reach of private 
cenfure, for having patronized a reprefcntation of 
TKil vtw Vofaft, zvri vie CtaW 
fee him on the meeting of the Parliament, once 
more ftand up«in his place, and declare himfcif in- 
vulnerable to the (hafts of envy and calumny. 

E Before 
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Beforft.he ventures to do it, I wifli him calmly to 
perufe tins Preface, and the accompanying Third 
Letter, to you j it may be of ufe to his memory; 
and he may depend on it, that I will take parti- 
cular care, that every Member of both Houfes 
lhall be furnifhcd with a copy, in order to enable 
them to judge what degree of credit is due to the 

General’s declaration of his innocence and his pa- 

triotifm; ^ 

I HAVE been beyond meafure aftonidied at the 
modefty of the noble General, in trifling with the 
time of the Houle, by bringing forward the fri- 
volous accufation againll Mr. Haftings, of his 
having made his i^id>du>Camp, Captain John 
Scott, a Brevet Major, as it inevitably leads back 
the mind to a fimilar favour granted fome years 
psft, by the GeneraPs influence, to his ownbro-. 
ther, Captain John Smith, In the name of good- 
nefs, what could induce your Chairman to dilgufi: 
the feelings of every man, who knew the condudl 
and charadlcr of hts near relation, by dragging 
back to our memories the idea of a man, long 
fincc fallen Into fortunate oblivion ? Major John 
Sm‘ith poflefled every frailty and folly of Ins bro- 
ther in the highefl: extreme. If there are virtues 
in the family, heaven and earth Imous how few 
of them came to his fliarc! But he has many 
years ccafcd to be a load to himfclf, tiifgunful 
to focicty, and an cxpcncc to the Company t and 

nothing 
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hotWng but ibe fraternal feelings of fo excellent 
a brother, could have given caufe to have it re- 
membered that fuch a being ever cx’iftcd. 

An e’egant writer, under the fignature of Dc- 
ce£lor, in the Morning Herald, having examined 
and explained the conduft of the Committee, in a 
very mafterly manner, has put an end to my la- 
bours. What are wc to think, of the efficacy of 
national invcftigaiions fo partially conducted ? If 
any man will.be at the trouble of reading your 
fhare in thofe curious compofitlons, and at the 
fame time attend to the Undeniable fafts which 
Detector hath oppofed to your eloquent fuTroifes, 
and very ungenerous tnOnuatlons, it will enable 
him to form ajudgment of the uncommon injuries 
which have been done to the pubhe and private 
charaflcr of the Governor General of Bengal, in 
the feveral parts of the five laft Reports. After 
all, there are few men to whom Mr. Haftings has 
been more obliged, than to you and your Com- 
mittee, The extraordinary Vote which fome how 
or other was obtained in the Houfe of Commons, 
for his recall, brought forward an invefiiparion 
into the matter in I cadenhall Street. The Pro- 
prietors of India Stock are hts legal and proper 
maflers : they have tried hun. Sir, fairly, and he 
has been honourably acquitted. After that, what 
can he have ro feay from the tellers of Nurfery 
tales ? The honourable General was fo pleafed 
E 2 with 
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with his matlcr's ftory of the UuU Riding 
-that ht imitated it in his way, and gave 
us one of an Eunuch, and an C^l'd Woman at the 
India Houfe. ' Perfons who defpife the man, pitied 
the mimic orator. The filcnt contempt in ahich^ 
it was received, ought to leal up his mouth for 
ever 5* and in companion to him, Sir, you Ihouid 
lay, Coufin Smith, you never can be an orator. * 

I MUST now leave you to my Third Letter, 
which I hope will have fome influence on your 
mind, when you lhall find by it, how egre^oufly 
•you have been dupifd by the enemies of Mr. 
Hadings, in fpending fo much of your precious 
time, in compiling Reports from a Committee, 
originally intended to ‘fornilh* the national Se. 
nate with information on Afiatic affairs, and not 
inflammatory obfcrvations on the conduct of a 
party. When youi your Chairman, or the man 
of y/hofe evidence you have Ihewn lb much grace 
as to be alhamed to give to the public, fliall think 
proper to difpute the fa£b in the following Letter, 
you may chance to hear again from your old cor- 
refpondent and 

Humble Servant, 

The AUTHOR.' 
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A 

THIRD LETTER 


EDMUND BURKE, Es(x, 


RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR, 

A lthough I have already addreffed 
Two Letters to you, on the fubjeft of the 
Reports of the Selcfl Committee of the Houfe 
of Commons, fuch have been the induftry and 
indefatigable application of yourfelf, the honour- 
able Chairman, and his brother Members, in ob- 
taining what they think new evidence, in fupport 
of what all the world have been convinced was 
no evidence at all, that I am compelled to trouble 
you once mole, tq fiiew, that this laft evidence 
of Mr. Goring, is abfblpicly worfe than Captain 

Cowc’fi 
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Cowe’s no evidence : and what is rmgularly'for- 
tunale,. every Hep which has been taken to pre- 
judice the public againft Governor General Haf- 
tings, hath operated quite differently to what his 
enemies intended. His charafier, like flerJing 
gold committed to the crucible, comes out purer 
than when firft fubmitted to the fire. 

When, in 1773, the King’s Miniffers inrer- 
pofed, with the declared purpofe of relieving the 
Eaft India Company from their diffrefles, which’ 
had moil evidently been brought on by the fame 
Miniffry having compelled them feme years be- 
fore, to pay government 400,000/. per annum, 
and which, In Its confequences, drove them into 
3 temporary bankruptcy, the very fame' means 
were then ufed, which have lately been iifed, to 
enrage the minds of the people againft the cha- 
rafters of all the Company’s fervants abroad, and 
involve them indi/crtmmateJy in one general ruin. 
It is perhaps, one of the moft fingular circum- 
ftances to be met with in the records of rime, that 
’a man fo ficuaicd,‘^and lb circumftanced, as Go- 
vernor General Haftiugs has been, afid now is, 
Ihould be able to fupport himlelf againft fuch 
violent, pcrfonal, and general attacks, as* have 
been, and are now making on his conduft and 
charaftep 


I XVJL^ 
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I TviLL honeftly confcfs, that it is not from any 
particular regard or refpeft which I have for your 
charafter, that induces me to addrefs my Letters 
to you i as one of my moft gracious Sovereign’s 
honourable Privy Council, 1 fmcercly hope that 
you are an upright and honeft man ; but 1 am 
too old to take mere profefiions of fanftiry for 
pure religion, or Bov.’ery oratory for true patrl- 
otifm ; I look to general tenor of conduft to 
frame my conclufions on the charafters of men : 
'and if Sir George Savillc htmlelf, was to give up 
the caufe of an honeft man, in mere compliance 
to the paffions of a party, highly as I now re- 
vere the charafter of that genuine Englifliman, 1 
would never after touch my hat to him. It is not 
fuHlcient that a man hath lived, he muft alfo die 
a patriot. Had Cato trimmed to the times, as Bo- 
lingbrokc has faid he ought to have done, and 
followed the chariot w heels of Cxfar, his memory 
would have been held in as much deleflation by 
pofterity, as is that of the Author of the Letters 
on Patriotifm. He, Sir, like you, preached a doc- 
trine which he never praftifed. When I read 
your works, 1 admire both: 'when I advent to 
your co^duft, there are few charafters, living or 
dead, for whom I feel Icfs refpeft. Men who 
violently purfue^ froip the fpirii of party, an ia- 
nocert individual, are falfe patriots. Haftings 
and Cootc have faved the nation in the eaft, and 

Rodney 
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Rodney > retncved her honour m the an4 
brawling patriots vent their fpleen againft them. 

In 1772, Seleft and Secret Committees' were 
appointed by the Houfc of Commons, to enquire 
into the then flate of the Haft India Company s 
affa'rs. . In the fame ytar Mr. Haftings was, by 
the Company, fcnc Irom.Madrafs to Bengal, to, 
take charge of the governfrent. Every one of 
his mtafures frem that ptriod, to the latter end of 
*>74» were not only highly approved, but much 
commended by the Court of Direftors, to whom 
alone he was then acc(»untal)Ie. If, in the feverc 
inveftigation of bo h Committees of the Houfe of 
Common^, during the years 1772 and *773» any 
criminal matter did appear againft Governor Haf. 
tings, nothing of it is to he found on the face of 
the Reports j and as a proof that nothing waa , 
found, the leciflative powers of his country thought 
proper, in 1773, to confirm him in the govern- 
ment of Bengal for five years longer. If any 
thing can cftab’ifh a man’s charafter for honour 
and integrity, in the ferviccof the Haft India Com- , 
pany, Mr. Haftings’s charafter was fo cnablifted, 
•when the Regulating A€t of the 13th of George 
the Third, received the royal aflent, whi 5 i was to > 
be in force at Bengal, on the firft day of Au- 


At 
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^ 'At the above period, Mr. Haftlngs' had been 
in the Company’s fcrvice twenty-four years, in the 
government of Bengal nearly three years, by the 
appointment, and \vilh the approbation, of the 
Court of Proprietors, and of the Direftors j and 
by the Regulating Aft, he was re-appointed and 
confirmed in the government of dll India, for five 
years more. This new appointment was with the 
confent and approbation of the whole liingdom, 
for this plain rcafon, that whatever peculations or 
mifmanagements had been brouglit home againfi: 
other of the Company’s fervants, all parties and 
denominations of men agreed, that Mr, Hafiings’s 
charafter Hood unimpeached, m Leadenhall-Strcct, 
and in the Reports of the Committees. His ap- 
plication to bufinefs, and his abilities for condufl- 
ing it, were equally and oniverfally acknowledged 
by all denominations of men. 

Such was the cftablilhed and univerftlly al- 
lowed charaflcr of Mr. Hafiings, when he was 
appointed Governor General of the nationil pof- 
feflions in Afia in J774. 1 will, Sir, with your* 
permUTion, go into an inveftigarion of the maftcr 
now laid to his charge, and ftate clearly and fairly, 
on what foundation it refis, give the charaflcrs of 
i^nc men w’nolirtt 'began £nc now ferrious attadk 
againfi his moral and political honour, and fticw 
to the world oi what grounds the prefent outcry 
has been raifcd, in* what manner it has been fup- 

potted 
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ported, and wliat are the views of the prefentMa-' 
ragers, in' perfevering with fuch unwearied a/H- 
duity, in the removal of Mr. Haftings from the 
government of Bengai, ' 

You arc. Sir, better acquainted with the pri- 
vate intentions of Mifiifters of State than I amj 
their openly avowed principles of aftion is all I 
have to go by 5 and J do afiure you, Sir, that the 
Minifters of 1773, declared pub]ickly,^that they 
wilhed to fupporc Governor General Haftings in 
his meafures and) plans for regulating the national 
concerns in Bengal j and in order to put it out of 
the power of that fiuftuating body of men, the 
Court of Diredkora for the Eaft India Company’s 
leiTiOvc Wm, on any change of politics in 
Leadenhall-Strcet, they gave him the fanflion of a 
national appointment for five years, not to be re- 
• moved but by an addrefsfrom the united body of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, 
framed at the requeft of a majority of the Pro- 
prietors, and a majority of the Court of Direftors, 
to King in Council, for that exprefs purpofe.* 
Here, Str, their declarations and public afts con- 
firm one another, artd force conviftion on the * 
mind, that they really meant what they faid : and 
the fame Mmiftry have further confirmed what 
thev then enafltd-, for in the firfl: Seflions of the 
fifteenth I'aThament of Great Britrin, that is laft: 
fummer, when an Aft was pafled to continue to 

the 
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the Ead India Company, their Afiatic pofiefiionsi; 
for the further term of ten years, the name of 
Warren Hafting^, Efq. is further inferred to fill the 
office of Governor General, with the approbation 
of the Eaft India Company, and, as I remember, 
without one fingie objeftlon to the ciaufc fo 
framed for his continuance in the governmenr, 
being ftarted in the Houfe of Lords, or Houfe of 
Commons. 

A SIMPLE plain man. fuch as I am, not conver- 
fant in the fccrcts of ftate, is apt to conclude, thac 
fuch continual and repeated approbation of a man’jt 
own immediate mafters, confirmed by the Icgilla* 
tive and executive powers of the ftate, would be 
fufficient to cftablilh his character for honour; 
ability, and integrity ♦, and was I an independent 
Proprietor of Stock, or impartial Member of Par- 
liament, I would not vote a man from fo rclpon- 
fible a ftation, without being firft convinced that 
he had afled in fome lhape or way, inconfillent tvith 
his duty, or derogatory to his honour. What a 
vaft portion of (private fpicen mull that man pof- 
fefs, whofe revenge 5s not to be fatisfied, but with 
the removal and difgracc of fuch men as Hafiings, 
Coote, and Rodney, at a time the national honour 
Tvqdircs fne'ir continuance m office’* 

Iw the midrf oF all our party fquabblcs, 1 thank 
nnd. rh<TP nri numbers of vcry rcfpcfiable cha- 

raflcrs 
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rafters in the nation, whofe love of truth caufes 
them to revolt at the very idea of afting as pan- 
ders to the gratification of private paflion 5 that 
v?ill not be influenced by uncertain evidence, or 
vote the difgrace of a man unheard in his defence, 
becaufe the Chairman of a Committee, or one or 
two other of the Members, wifh to return to India; 
To fuch Members of the Brilifii Senate, and fuch 
Proprietors of India Stock, 1 write ; nor have I a 
doubt but that I fliaU convince them, and all im- 
partial men, that the prcfenc attack on the Go- 
vernor General, was commenced in India from the 
fpirlt of party, and has been taken up here on 
the fame principle, and leads only tp the gratifi- 
cation of the private fplecn of a few individuals, 
and the lucrative views of a few more. 

There is nothing gives me more pleafure, than 
when I find that I agree m any political point, cf- 
fcnilal to the general good, with fo popular a cha- * 
rafter as that of Mr. Edmund Burke : but fuch 
is the nature and complexion of modern patriotirm, 
that tenets feem to change t%ith books, and,prin- 
cip'cs with limes. I mean. Sir, your tenets anc^ 
your principles: the Proprietor of Eaft India 
Stock, at I'afl, if not part of the Patriot, feems 
to have been loft in the Miniftcr of State j other- 
wire how (hall wc reconcile prcfenc proceedings 
with paft doflnncs ? Ko man wjfi refufc a quo- 
tation from the N>orks of EdmundtBurkc, and I 

am 
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am always happy to fupport my own opinion by 
fo good authority. That the compelling the Eaft 
India Company to pay the fgm of 400,000/. per 
annum to government, was a thing I complained 
of much, at that time, though you was not a Pro- 
prietor, you. Sir, did not approve of it, as may be 
fcen from the following quotation from'a very fa- 
vourite work of yours, which I took notice of in 
my Firft: Letter to you, and may very poflibly 
mention again before 1 clofe my Third. 

In yourObfervations on alale Slate of the Na- 
tion, printed by J.Dodflcy, inPalUmal), the fourth 
edition, page 88 to page 93, you rcafon thus : ' 

‘ It is true the author, in his cflimate of ways 
‘and means, takes credit for 400,000/. a year, 

* Indian revenue', but he will not very pofitively 

* infift, that we Ihould put this revenue to the ac- 
‘ count of his plans or his power, and for a plain 
‘ rcafon ; wc are already near two years in pof^ 

* fefllon of it : by what means wc came to that pof- 
‘ fefiion, is a pretty long flory: however, I fhali 
« give nothing more than a fhort abftraft of .the 

* proceeding, in order to fee whether the author 
‘ Will take to hvmfclf any part in that meafure, 

* The fift is ihis: the Eaft India Company 

* had tor a goc^ whde foliciied the Miniltry for 

* a ncgociatior/, by which they propofed to p^y 

* largely 
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* largely for fo^ie advantages in tKeir traded auA 
‘ for the renewal of tlieir charter. This had been 

* the former method of tranfa<Sing with that body. 

* Government having only leafed the monopoly 

* for (hort terms, the Company has been obliged 
‘ to refort to it frequently for renewals. Theft 

* two parties have always ncgociatcd (on the true 

* principle of credit) not as government and fub- 
t* je£t, but as equal dealers, on the footing of mu- 

* tual advantage. The public had derived great 
‘ benefit from fuch dealing. But at that time nc\tr 

ideas prevailed : The Miniftry, inftead of Iiflen- 

* ing to the propofals of the Company, choft to ftt 

* up a claim of the Crown to their poiTenions. The 

* original plan ftems to have been, to get the 

* Houfe of Commons to compliment the Crown 

* with a fort of juridiclal declaration of a title to 
‘ the Company’s acquifitions in India, which the 

* Crown, on its part, with the bcfl air in the world, 

* was to beftow upon the public. Then it would 
‘ come to the turn of the Houfe of Commons 
‘ again to be liberal and grateful to the Crown. 

* The civil lift debts were to be paid off, with, 

‘ perhaps, a pretty augmentation of income. All 

* this was to be done on the moft public Ipirited 

* principles, and wuh a pol.tenefs and mutual in- 

* terchange of goud offices, that could not but 
' have charmed. But what was beft of all, thefc 

* civilities were to b? wirhoqt a ftnhing of charge 

* to cither of the kind Ui-d obi gin^ parties. The 

!Eaft 
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' Eaft India Company was to be covered with in* 

* famy and difgrace, and at the fame time was to 

* pay the whole bill. * 

■* In conlequcnce of this fcheme, the terrors of 

* a parliamentary enquiry were hung over them. 
‘ A judicature was alTerted in Parliament to try 

* this queftiorv. But leaft this judicial charader 

* (hould chance to infpire certain (lubborn ideas 
‘ of law and right, it was argued, that the judi- 

* caiUTC was arbitrary, and ought not to deter- 

* mine by the rules of law, but by their opinion 

* of policy and expedience. Nothing exceeded the 
‘ violence of feme of the managers, except thelrj.n- 
‘ potence, They were bewildered by their paf- 

* fions, and by their want of knowledge, or want of 

* confideration of the fubjeft. The more they ad- 

* vanced, the funher they found thcmfclves from 

* their objefl. All things ran into confufion. The 
, ‘ Minidcrs quarrelled among ihemfelves j they dif- 

* claimed one anocherj they fufpended violence, 
‘ and llirunk from the treaty. The enquiry was 
‘ almofl: at its laft gafp, when fomc aftlve psrfons 
‘ of the Company were given to undetftand, that 

* this hoftile proceeding was only fet up ifi lerrcrem \ 

* that government was far from an intention of 

* feixing upon the pofleffions of the Company. 

* Admlniftration, they faid, was fcnfible that the 

* idea was in every light full of abfurdity and 
‘ that fuch a fJzuic was not more out of their 

* power, 
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* power, t!ian remote from tlicir wlfljcs j and tJierrf* 

* forr, if the Company would come in a liberal 

* manner to the Iloufo, they certainly coold not 

* fail of prtting a fpeedy end to this dingrewblc 

* bufinefs, and of opening the way to an advan* 
‘ tageous treaty. 

* On thU idnt the Company aflcd : they came 

* at, once to a rcfoluilon of getting rid of the dif- 
‘ ficultics which arofe from the complication of 

* their trade whh their revenue j a Hep which 

* dcfpoilcd them of their beft defenfive armour* 

* and put them at once into the power of admmi- 
‘ ftration. They threw their whole Hock of every 

* kind, the revenue, the trade, and even their 
‘debt from 1 government, into one fund, Which 

* they computed on the foreft grounds, would 

* amount to 8oo,oool. with a large probable fur- 

* plus for the payment of debt. Then they agreed 

* to divide this fum in equal portions, between 

* themfelves and the public, 400,000!. to each. 

* This gave to the Proprietors of that Tund, an 

* annuat Tiugmrmaton of no more than'8o,oool. 
‘ dividend. They ought to receive from govern- 

* ment 1 20,000). for the loan of their capital** So 

* that in fa6:, the who'c which on this plan they 
‘ referved to themfelves, f om thnr vafl revenues, 

* from their evtcnfjve trade, and in confidefarion of 
‘ the great ntks and mighiy^txpt^ces whi^-h pur- 
I chafed ihefc advanta^s, amountVd to po more 

* than 
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^ thm 280,000/ whilft government \vi 5 to receive, 

* as 1 faid, 400,000/. ^ 

‘ This propofal was thought by themfclvcs 

* Ubtral indeed, and they expefted the higheft ip- 

* plaule for it However, iheir reception was 
‘ \ery different from their e^p^ftstions hen 

* th“) brought up their plan to ihc HoufeofCom- 

* mons, the offer, as it was natural, of 4Co,oooh 
‘ was very well rchfhed , but nothing could be 
‘more difguftful tran the fco,oco\ which the 

* O mpany had divided amongff themfeJvc' A 

* violent temped of public indignaticn and fury 
‘ Tofe agamft them The heads of the p"ople 

* turn-'d The Company was held wcl! able to pay 

* 400,000! ajear to government, but bankrupts, 
‘ it they atterrpeed to divide die Bfrh part of ic 

* among thcmfclv es An ex fcji feSio Lw was 
‘ b ought in with great precipitation, for annu'- 

* hng this dividend In the bill was irfc’ied a 

* clauft, wh ch fufpendtd for about a yea-, the 
‘ n^ht wh ch, under the public futh, the Cot- 

* pjny enjojed of making ih-ir own dividends. 

‘ Such was the difpofilion and t-mper of fhe 

* Houfc, that althoi-gh the plain face of fafls, 

* teaCitx-, wjJjjjj. vr.-, nJJ. *hr- yarts., and. 

* eloquence in the kingdom, were agamft this 

* bill, though all the Chancel ors of the E'c- 

* chequer, whoyhcId*ihat o'fice Irom the btgn- 

* n ng of this »vJgn, oppofed it, >cc a few place 

F * men 
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‘ men of the fubordinatc departments, fprung out 
‘ of their rank*, took the lead, and by an opinion 
« cfforr.e Jert cf fttrti fapport, earned the bill v/it!i 

* an high hand, leaving the then Secrctiry of 
‘ State, and ilic Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
‘ in a very moderate Minority. In this diflrafted 

* fitualion, the rmnagers of the bill, notwith- 

* {landing their triumph, did not venture to pro- 

* pofe the payment of the civil lift debt. The 
‘ Chancellor of the Exchequer was not in good 

* humour enough, .after his late defeat by his 

* own troops, to co-operate in fuch a defign. So 

* they made an aft to lock op the money in the 
‘ Exchequer, until they Ihould have time to look 
*. about them, and fettle among rhemfelves what 

* they were to do with it. 

f *■ 

* Thus ended this unparallclled tranfaftion. 

‘ The author, I believe, will not claim .^ny pare 

* of the glory in it; he will leave it whole and 
‘ enure to the authors of the meafurc. The mo- 

* ney was the voluntary free gift of tfe Company} 

* the refcindmg bill was the aft of tlie legiflatur^ 

' **10 which they and we owe fubmiflion : the au- 
« thor has nothing to do with the one or with the 
‘ other. However, he cannot avoid rubbirjg him- 

* felf againft this fubjeft, merely for the pleafure 

* of ftirrmg controvcrfics, and gratifying a certain 
‘ pruriency of taxation that feelis to infeft his 
‘ blood. It IS merely to indulgeUimfelf in fpe- 

‘ culacions 
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^ culatiQis of taxing, that he choofes to ha- 

* ranguc on this fubj-fl For he takes credit for no 
‘ greater fim than the public is already m poflef- 
‘ fion of He does not hint that the Company 

* means, or has ever (hewn any difpoDtioh, if ma- 

* naged with common prudence, to pay leG m 
‘ future , and he cannot doubt that the prefent 

* Mmiftry are as well inclined to drive tliem, by 

* their mock enquiries, and real rcfcindmg bills, 

* as he can poQibly be with his taxes B fides, it 

* IS obvious, that as great a fum might have been 
‘ drawn from that Compan), without affeflmg pro- 

* pert), or (baking the conftitution, o” cndangcr- 

* ing the prii cipl-s of public credit, or runnrg 
‘ into his golden dreams of cockeis on the Ganges, 
‘orvifonsof (lamp duties on Pimarras^ Duf- 

* ticks, Kiflb irJees and Hujlu^keohtms For once, 

* 1 will difappoinc him m this part of the difpu^e, 
*andonlj,m a very few words, recommend to 

* his confidcralion, liow he is to get off the dan- 

* { cro as ideas of taxing n public fund, if he levies 
‘ ihofc du 1 s m LngUnd , and if he is to levy 

* t'-cni in Ind a, wha jnov fion has he made for a 
‘ revenue eftab iflvcncrt there, fuppofing thiit he 

* undcrtikcs this iicv/ (cheme ot fi lancc indepcn- 

* dert’} of the Company, and vgainft its incli- 

* na ions 

It is imp« noV/or me. Sir, to rc-d your ob 
f-rvaiionsor rc k er^Mr a, without adverting to 
I - fome 
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fomc enquiries now on foot, Mr. Goring, in the 
month of May, is brought to affirm what you de- 
clared to be ftlf evident in the month of February, 
viz. the political execution of the Rajah Nund- 
comar j for proof of whjch, you, in the mofl: fo- 
Icmii and ferious manner, refer the Houft and the 
Nation back to the evidence of Captain Cowe ih 
the firft Report. To Captain Cowe*s evidence 
we go, Sir, by your expreR defire, and find that iC 
is no evidence at all. To tell us now, that Mr, 
Goring, or any other man, can prove what was 
not true in February lalV, though the fa£l alluded 
to was of feven years ftanding, is ct beft but 
bringing an Inffi Bull to cover your Englifh Cou^e* 
Believe me, the more* you labour that unlucky 
point, the more you will 6nd yourfelf bewildered. 
In Bengal, Mr. C. 'VV. B. Roufe, Mr. Philip Fran- 
cis, Mr. Fprrcr, the lawyer. Captain Cowe, and a 
few others, faid that it was a political mcafure. 
The then Majority of the civil government, went 
great lengths to endeavour to prove it on thelpot, 
with no better fuccefs than you feem to have had 
here. A great traveller, one Macintoffi, has had 
inftrudlions to affirm the fame faft, with which 
your honourable Committee have fo long amufed 
themfclves, and has been told m direct terms, by 
one Jofeph Price, that he has been guilty of ut- 
tering nine di/Tcrent fallhoods on that fubjttft only t 
and I have been credibly mfojHnethVhat the fame 
Price declares, that Mr. Macimulh\has been em- 
ployed 
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ployed by one of the fame men who employed Mr. 
Goring* fo much to his honour* at Bengal. 

HowevER that may be, the mod enquiries (3,% 
you call them) did lake place in 1772, and fur- 
nilhed the pretext for'the Regulating Adi on India 
affairs in 1774. The Minlftcrpublickly declared, 
that his intention was to fupporc Governor Haf- 
tings in his government. Whcji the private in- 
flrudlions given to General Clavering^ Colonel Mon- 
foNt and Mr. PhJ/:j> Francis^ were, I do not know; 
but mofl certainly their condudl was very differ- 
ent, not only to the declarations of the Miniftry, 
but alfo to their own. I have proved this ^adl |in 
niy Firft Letter ; nor (hall I detain you longer 
here than juft to obferve, that notwithftanding all 
their pforeflions and all their promifes, they (hewed 
at tlie very firft meeting of council, a fixed deter- 
mination to govern the country, not only without 
the patcicipation or advice of Mr. Haftings, 
but alfo gave countenance to every vile informer 
in the country, to bring in complaint againfl him: 
no matter what it was, or how obtained, the more 
infamous the better. Every day produced fomc- 
thing new ; and the Company’s records were 
fluffed with charges in abundance ; but nor a 
finglc proof has been produced, from that hour 
to this, of an\' of ybem. The* caufc has lately 
been transferred from that country to this ; and 
it U vfuK no Icfs indigoadon than contempt, that I 

obferve 
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obferve that fome of the very fame men have 
been cmp 1 o)Cd to play over again, their parts 
in the fecond cxhibaion of tint mofl: infamous 
farce. 

Your, friend, Mr. Francis, Sir, is fomething 
more in my opinion, than what lie filled himfclf, 
the fifth part cf c Ktng-, he is, at lead, the third 
part ol a Proplet % for in the fpace of a month, <t 
very btile msr.th^ afrer his arrival at Hcngal, the 
Majority icll the Company, In one Letter, dated 
Noveml>cr aift, 1774, juft twenty five days after 
thfir lifft metting in council, that ‘ tlic fiorc lime 

* whicfi lias claplcd finer our arrival litre, his b*en 

* (o by tlir hrft lorms anil muhl- 

* plicity of inlUni bufintfi, that it Inv not been 
■ pofiiblc for us to poflcfi ourfcUcs of any other 

* panicu’ar Knowlc.'ge of the internal line of 
‘ thofc province*, than that which }our Go\crnor 
‘ Gcncnl has been plcafcd to coaimiin'caic iq 
! us.' 

J loser via. in nirc da>» after the above dech* 
ratio.), i!.') acjuirc Kna»*lcdpc enough to cno. 
df'rn in the tun*;:, the wl.ul- cl ukfl of tic 
pftced ng a iirmiilraMoi, a-J fjrr'Ci*, that 3 j*. 
vetr pa'I.A-cr'j'y i-’q'i.r.trn w»uM ore di) ta*c 
I ’‘C". It f 31 happened as tj.ey fctr'ol J, s- • i«* 
i* •'j-'tian tiJ tr»r~i a* fibunib fi 
pvr.-eti a-') U-Jub-o.-phl Ii-n 
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the v.’himfies of a Cou'e, the affirrtions of a Francis^ 
or the* dcpofitions of a Coring, are admitted 
againft a man to whom they hold declared en- 
mity. Are fuch proceedings calculated to con- 
vince or to impofe on the underftandings of the 
public ? The treatment of Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold is perfedt moderation to this. Yet fuch 
conduft is to pave the way for my little Cut- 
cherry Hero to obtain a feat in the Supreme Coun- 
cil at Bengal, the Chairman of the Committee to 
command the army, and you. Sir, or fbme other 
great man, (for Philip Francis, 1 find, is thrown 
out,) to become Governor General of Bengal.-— 
But to their letter : be pleafed to obferve, that it 
is dated a month after the Majority po/Te/Ted them- 
felvcs of the government of Bengal. On the aili 
of November, 1774, they .knew nothing but what 
’ the Governor General told them j on the 30th of 
the fame month, in the lame year, they knew 
every thing •, as appears from the following Letter 
to the Court o*f Dircflors. 

Letter from Central Clavering^ Cohrel Muifon^ and 
Jtify Francis. 

* Fort "William, November 30th, 1774. 

‘GrxEnAL Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and 
* Mr. Fr.incis; lay b'-forc rhe Council the follow- 
‘ ing Addrefs to the Court of DirciSors, which 
; Lhcy had drann up in the Ihapc of a Letter, and 

* which 
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* which they defire may be upon record as a mi- 

‘ nute from them. ' 

‘ It touches them with thehighefi concern, to fee 
‘ that things are reduced to fo unfortunate a fitit* 
‘ ation, that a juftification of their conduit muft 
of necefiity carry with it, and can only be fup- 
‘ ported by a firong and deliberate cenfure of the 

* precedi''g admlniltratton. They would not have 

* facrificed, as they have done, their own happi- 
‘ nefs and ptace of mind, to fb painful and la- 

* borious a difcufilon, if they had not been 
*.rcajl>{y (cm}wced% that the queftions agitated in 
‘ the following addrefs to the Court of DireQors, 

* affeit the very vitals of this fiate, and that, 

‘ fooner or later, they mufl: be the fubjc£t of a 
I fevere parliamentary in^ui/sthn. 

‘ The whole of thefe papers, as they apprehend, 

‘ muft, in obedience to the Aft of Parliament, be 

* tranfmitted by the Court of Diredlors to one 
! of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State. 

(Signed; . • J. CLAVERING, 

‘ GEO. MONSON, 

> P. FRANCIS.” 


The above Letter was lent home to the Court 
of Ditcaors and to the Miniflry, as a kind of dc- 
claration 



( »» ) 

claration oF war againft the Governor General, and 
the whole of the former admimftration. In it 
they declare, that therc-was no way to vindicate 
themfelves (though in the government but a 
month) but by a pointed condemnation of 'their 
ptedecefibrs and colleagues in the government. 
Volumes of charges were coUcfted and fent home 
in every fhip, but not one fingle proof could be 
found. Seven years afterwards, their bold affer*' 
tions are once more obtruded on the world in ano- 
nymous pamphlets, lying travels, and in references 
to reports for evidence, which, on examination, 
contain no evidence, but fuch as convinces every 
honeft man of its abfurdity, * The prejudices raifed 
againft the Indians, by the Reports of the Secret 
and Scicdl Committees in 1773, encouraged Ge- 
neral Claverin^f Colonel Monjon, and Mr. Philip 
prancis, to commence the attack againft the Go- 
ycrnor'Gcncral at Bengal, in 1774 : and now the 
fappofed crimes of Sir Thomas Rombold and his 
brethren Madrafs, fumifn a plea for rallying 
the feattered forces of the party to begin the game 
anew, and they fet out with the following para- 
graphs in the fccond Repoit of the Sclcft Com- 
mittee, faid. Sir, to hav'e been drawn up by your- 
fcir, as penman for the Committee, who kindly 
undertook to prepare the information nccelTary 
lor the Houfc to aik on. 


The 
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' Thc circurnftance •which brings this omlflion 

* home to the point at preleot under the obferva- 

* tvon <5f )our Committee, is this, that the Ra]ab> 

* thus denied a refpitc, was, ‘at the very time of 
‘ his apprehention, under the proteflion of the 
‘ Council, in the midfl; of his cvidence^againft 

* Mr. Haftings, the Governor General, on a charge 

* of peculation and abufc of his office, in taking 

* money from the natives. 

* Your Committee has received it in evidence, 

* that this trial and execution was lookctl upon by 
‘ many of the natives as political ^ nor does the 

* Committee conceive it poffible, thar, combining 

*'all the circomflanrcs together, they fhould look 

* upon it in the light of a common judicial pro- 

* cecding, but muft regard it as a politic mea* 
‘ furc, the tendency of which is, to make the na- 
*^tives fed the extreme liatard of accufing, or even 

* giving evidence of corrupt praflfccs againft any 

* Britsfh fubjcff in ft.iuon, even thougli fupporicd 
‘ by other Pfililh fubjefts of equal rank and au» 

* thority. It will be rather a mockery than a rc- 

* lief to the natives, to fee channels of jufticc 

* opered to them, at ihetr great charge, both in 
‘ the inftiiuiion and in the u!e, and thefe appeal?, 

* Aill more e'^penfuc, carefully provided for them, 

‘ when, at the fame time, jara^ices arc cotmte- 

* nanced, winch render the refort to ihofc remedies 

* far 
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< far more dangerous, than a patient endurance oi 
* opprelTion under which they may labour/ 

How extremely unlucky you have been in your 
references back to your firft Report, for evidence 
to fupport your conclufions is your fecond, I have 
fiicwn fo plainly in my Second Letter to you on 
that fub]e£t, that it- has induced you once more 
to change your ground. Unwilling to give up 
your favourite idea, that the greateft villain the 
world ever faw, vrasput to death onjuftly, you 
have called up Mr. Goring, a man whole whole 
tenor of condufk hath branded his name w ith fuch 
a degree of infamy, that no length of time can pal- 
liate or wafli it our. 

Mr. Charles Ccrins went out a writer in the 
Eaft India Company’s fcrvicc to Bengal, in 1763. 
He w'as, foon after his arrival, employed at a 
faflory near CofTimbuzar, to provide raw filk for 
the Company, During the time of hU rcfidcnce 
in that flat.on, heavy complatnu were made of 
the fufferings and hardlhips under which the Com- 
pany’s filk-winders groaned in fomc parts of the 
kingdom : mofl: diftnal ftones were propagated, 
not only in Calcutta, hut alfo m this countr)’, 
tending to prove, that numbers of the filk- 
winders had left Ikngal, rather than work longer 
pt Uungpoor Beauitauh and Malda, two of the 
Company’s filk fa£lorics. Some of the poor 
wretches 
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■wretches were faid to have cut off their thurnbs, 
and thereby dtlabled themfclves from being any 
longer enrolled on the lift of the Company’s 
£l!c winders. This raffed lb general a deteftation 
s^mft the authors of fuch inhuman cruelty, that 
nobody would have intercourle vith the perpetra- 
tors. I do not fay who they were ; but I know 
that v/hen Mr. Goring came down to Calcutta in 
the year 1767, no man of credit or charafter in 
Calcutta, would keep company with him. Pie 
left the fcttlement, and returned to Europe, with 
a very capitul fortune, even before his appren- 
ticefhip as a writer was our. 3 make no doubt 
but he can account for the means he ufed to 
obtain fo large a fortune !n fo fhorc a time. I 
have nothing to do w«h that ; I am only about 
to inform you how he came to turn patriot— - 
Q^hfi-d you, Sir, no doubt, will admit lum to 
be, e\cn from the above ftctch of hts character 
only : — But hear further. 

Mr. Gcrtti^ returned to India In the latter end 
of 1773 » or beginning of 1774, and ftrolled about 
Calcutta like a foieigncr amongft his own country- 
men, for nobody would know him — You will 
guefs the caufc without my help — And you 
know. Sir, that revolutions m gp\ ernmfiox chAwg'e 
the face of affairs fo complciely that (to ufc a 
hoTcly pro\crbj ntry ha: hi day. The plan 
of operations adopted by General Claveria^f Colo- 
nel 
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nel Monfoth and Mr. J^raads^ fuUed exactly wirf* 
the talents and principles of Mr. CoriTrgy and lie 
was foon employed in an important ftarion of truft 
and confidence, to which his genius was in a pe- 
culiar manner excellently adapted. Some Ifwr 
difficulties arofe in the eliqiid/e. Few men 
would hold converfe with this worthy man, and 
yet fewer be fecn or known to a£t with him. 
If be yas bid to a convivial meal, at the houfc o£ 
one of his hcnournlls eaple^trsy the party was 
fmall indeed 5 for even men who, on fimtlar jnan- 
cipl«» wiJlwd weJJ to ihecawie, ivould gomihovt 
a dinner, rather than ibul a plate in company 
with him. And this general difgufi to the man, 
produced fome curious fituations at the great mens 
houfes, infomuch, that when they wiflied to bene- 
fit from his intelligence, or enjoy his company, it 
was in the tetf d-ttte way ; for the lead Creditable 
of their other friends, thought themfelves dif- 
graced by being in his company. 

When his difpatdics were ready, to the Nahl's 
palace, at the city, he »vent, armed uiih povrers, 
fuch as no honeft principle of adion could jufTify 
the giving. But the Majority had committed 
themfelves too deeply to retreat. A man more 
proper frr oVc execunon oi^ ittoV cAifiknlra-f ord-rs 
was not to be. found in the Compiny's 
Even James Grants one of the Commifioners gj-j 
ployed to examine fuch papers as Mr, Gorin- 
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hiight fcize by violence, had yet fo much Icnlt! 
of feeling left, as to refufc to be joined in the 
commiHion with him : and that univerfal reluc- 
tance which ail men fticwcd to aft in any man- 
ijer or fliape with fuch a man, induced tlx ne- 
ceflity of a double commiffion, one to feize the 
papers, and anpthcr to examine them. 

Just at the time when the commifllon was 
given to Goring, a difeovery was made m Cal- 
cutta, that under the dheilion of the 
io Rojab Nurtdeemar, a confpiracy was formed 
againft: two or three of the members of the for- 
^ mcr aclminiftraiion, which was afterwards proved 
againfb him and aflociates, in open court. Yet, 
at this trial, the whole Majority of the civil go- 
vernment appeared to clainr the privilege of an 
Ambafiador for one of the culprits. An Ambaf- 
fador from the Nabab Mab Barick Dott'lah, at 
Coflimbuzar, to the Rcprcfcntattves of the Eaft 
India Company ’in Calcutta; ycr, at the very 
fame mftant of time, thofc very Reprefentatives 
(the Majority) had given to Mr. Goring a com- 
munion to enter the fecret apartments of that very 
Uaboh, not with a general warrant, but with a mi- 
litary force, and feize on all the date papers of 
this Sovereign, whom the Majority were endea- 
vouring to prove, in the King’s Court of Judica- 
ture at Calcutta, to be an< Independent Prince, 
"With what ftrcngih of argument, honefl. prin- 
ciple 
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clple of aft'ion, or confiftency ^of conduft, I fhall 
leave you, Sir, to determine. 

Mr. Gerwg proceeded to execute his orders 
with a violence and inhumanity, which confirmed 
every man in Bengal, in iheir opinion of his true 
Hatnp of charafter. All the Nabob’s papers were 
feized : his Motlier, the Regent of the Kingdom, 
during the minority of this great and independent 
Prince, vas treated with a degree of fcterity, which 
only fuch a man as the CommilTioncr could be 
capable of executing. There are certain lines of 
reftitude which are never crofled by man or wo- 
man, whiin, even the appearance of honour or vir- 
tue is left them; that line once paiTcd, no wild 
beaftofthe foreft can equal man or woman in 
their barbarous treatment of one another. Reli- 
gion, Jaws, find cuftoms, no longer bind the viola- 
tor, whether Jcv/, Chnflian, Turk, or Infidel, by 
profeiTion . the favage roan appears in all his dc- 
vililh and corrupt dcforniry. No intreaties, Jno 
prajers no regard to rank, to age, to fex, had 
any influence on the mmd of our well chofen 
agent. The Nabob’s Mother, though Uegeat' of 
the Kingdom by the Faft India Cotvpanj’s own 
appointment, was driven out of 1 cr own palace, 
no place fo facreJ but what was ranfacktd, and 
every indulgence refufeil h-r* except flic would 
perjure licrfelf, m giving lallc charges aga nfb the 
Governor General of Bengal. 
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_ Mil. GmXfs orders extended not to the bring.' 
'"S the pnpers he' might reizc away, but to fub- 
mit tlicm to the infpeflion of Meffrs. Jrdrrfia, 
Maxa^ell^ anil Gran/^ who Iiad orders to examine 
ibr matters of crimination againft the Go- 
vernor General, or any of the members of the 
former adminiftration. The refulc of their en- 
quiries you fhall fee prcfently. I fiiall firft difpaich 
this new evidence of die Committee. 


^EroRE Mr. Goring returned to Calcutta, Co- 
fw'ho had become very much 
^ amed of Tome violences uhich the /pint of 
party hid hurried them into^ had been let into 
charaflcr of their Cofijmbuzar Conimif- 
r» and Jn confequence *reccivcd him very 
°° ) • In fiiort, he difeouraged him fo very 
never dared to produce the pa- 
“TOy wilh^hf' '’f'*’ brought 

•his, Sir, you m, '^u'" ®'eum’s Iioufc j and 
f°n of his 1, avion. / 'P'""* on >r, wa< the real rca- 

mittec having murun'"h* 

fa'ult you beft hnow )' “ bttlc, (by whoft 

wanting to keep up t’he cry a^mrt UitT 

General, uniilrerta.n pol t.calfrral 

'ahe place, induced your fnen , T n 

Hero < 1 «. the Bengal Cutch- 

duced the and he pro- 

to „ -J he mean, he 

= at them, and the purpofc to which 

he 
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he intended to apply them, made his friends, the 
Majority, fo much aihamed ot him, that he -was 
a\OKled at Bengal like a peft. Whenever lie 
came into any houfe at Calcutta, every ftrant'cr, 
man and woman, infVantly got up and left the 
company *, and thi& became fo general a cuftom, 
that he found ic ncccfiary to feign ficknefs, and 
go to Madrafs, from whence he, and two more of 
the gang, proceeded to Europe. Such, Sjr, is a 
concifi. account of the hiftory and charaftcr of 
the man, to whom you have applied to fupport 
the limping evidence ot Captain Caue, 

I AM, Sir, (b very fond of good painting, and 
true patrioiilm, that I propofe topublilb my three 
Letters to you by fuhfcnption, to raile a fuen to 
give to Sir Joihua Reynolds, ro draw me an oval 
table, and fill ic with the portra ts of fomc great 
admirers of Govetnoe General Haftings. Now, 
Sir, as )OU are bejond all companfon the firft m 
dignity, and in patnoiic character, I would afk the 
favour of you to let at one end of the table*, nor 
will General Richaid Snmli take it ill, that I fhouid 
p^acv him at the other. 1 fiiould leave you ttt de- 
termine amongll yourfeUts, which fliould be 
called the head, or Chat man’s end. On jour 
nght Jw.'jd i iiouy as ihe Sril 

and bell evidence* and as Mr. Maco'tcjb^ the 
Authot of 1 ravels • 1*1 E,\.ropc, Afn, and Ainca, 
IS your ncNt bcflhard, and fuits the other in looks 
G . and 
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and complexion, 1 would place him oppofitc t&' 
Mr. Gcr/wf.* Mr. C. /K B- Rous next to Gorifig- 
on the right, and he (houtd be confronted with 
Mr. Farrer^ the lawyer, on the left ; two better 
center figures could not cafily be found for fuch a 
group ; Sir Jofliua would help a little the com- 
plexion of the laft : then comes Madcr PhUij> 
Francis \ the complcxtonal tine of this laft gentle- 
man’s vifage, will agree very well with the ho- 
nourable and worthy General's. There arc va- 
rious orders of Icnights and cfquires, fuch as thofe 
of Malta, the round table, knights of the poll, &c. 
fo hkevsife we hear of the feven wonders of the 
world, feven wife men of Greece, feven plagues 
of Egypt, &c. but to me it has been left to fur- 
nlHi out an oval table, at which to accommodate 
feven iUuprtous Patriots^ who can, with the moll 
frivolous, ridiculous, and fallacious Hones, enter- 
tain a whole nation for a year and a half to- 
gether. 

I MUCH doubt whether there h to be met with, 
an original manufcript Bengal Durbar account, 
written in the true Schanfcrit charadter, in any- 
one of our famous Kbrarje«, or other depofirories 
of learning. This of Gonng's, if accepted as ge- 
nuine by a Committee of the Houfe of Commons, 
muH, on that account alone, have become very 
valuable, and ought, in houour to the man, (who, 
afllflcd by a military force, Hole it out of the pa- 
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Idee of the Nabob of Bengal, from amongH: th^ ‘ 
archie es of the illuftrious family of Jaffier' Ally 
Cawn, which Prince can be proved to have de- 
feended from Adam,) to be depofiied in the Bod- 
leian Library at Oxford. 1 have already left by 
my will, the original pifturcof the feven Patiiots 
to the fame univerfity. During my exigence, it 
fhdl be hung up in the Chcclemonger*s Committee 
chamber at Wcllminfter. 

As to common Aflatic accounts, there arc fbme 
very good originals which have been prefented to 
the public. 1 ftiall, however, trouble vou, Sir, 
with one more. It was fent to me' by a genJe- 
man who refided at the city; (that U,Cofnmbu 2 -'r, 
or Moorlhadabad, the feat of the Nabob, at the 
time the three Commiflioners, Ma>>wU^ Anderjin^ 
and Grants went up tO examine fuch papers as 
Commlflioner Gcring might lay violent hands on, 
v^hen he dirpoflefled the Regent Mother of her 
buufe and property, by an order from the Majo- 
rity. It came to me juft in the form I now give 
it to >cu But 1 cannot fay that 1 value myfclf 
much on being p'^lTcfiM of the original, becayfc 
in the records of former Committees of the Houle 
of Commons, ate lo be met wuh fome ftiU tnOre 
original, and better autbcnitca.cd. The fo'low- 
ing. Sir, I have eximdled from the eighth Report 
of the Secret Committee of the Houfe of Com- 
G 2 mons, ^ 
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mons, fitting at Wcfiminficr in 1773, pages 
139, *40, and 141. 


“ Fort William, November 141I1, 17^9* 

At a Confultaiion ; PRESEl^ 7 \ • 

John Cartiert Efej. Prejidaitt Thomas Rumbold, 
Brigadier General Smith, Charles Floycr, 

Claud Ruficl, Francis Mare, Efqrs. 

(The Governor mdllporcd.) 

General Smith delivers in an account of. 
his expences fince he has had the command of 
the army, 

Oroered, That they be entered after the con- 
fultaiion, and that the military Paymaftcr General 
pay the balance. 


STATEMETJ'T of CASH received and due, from 


the honourable Company. 


To difburfe- 
>nents,as per 
billi of. de- 
U'ctediothe * 
tiftsrd Sane 

Rupees - . 3 ,ix,So6 o o 


1767- 

Dec. By cafli Tt- 
cei\ed from 
tbePajmaf- 
cerof tfie i^d 

brigade - 55»5oo o o 


Caua, 



'c 33 ) 


Erflughc fomarJ 3,ii,S96 oo 53>5®® 0 o 

Batta, acitpcr i-6S 

ccQt - . - Jaa. Dmo, ditto 33,300 © © 

Sept Ditto, ditto 77,700 o o 
1769 

Jui) Ditto, ditto '0,000 o o 
DA. Dtno, ditto 51,300 o o 


3,10,000 o o 
Saiance 36, to, 10 <i 

Current Rs 3,461104 10 6 Current Ri 3,46,10410 i 

E E. 

Fore William, Kov. 9. 17%. 

(Signed) JUCHARD SMim 

The Honourable Company Dr, 

1765, 

Odlobcr. Nazir to the King - - - St6 

1767, 

April. To Alha Uajah BuU 
«and Sing. 

An elephant - - 3,000 

Scrpcach and drefs 2 ,000 

Maj. KJzirs to the Kmg 
for m) fclf ar J func 


4,oco 

t.aSo 
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Tlie Nabob Vizier Su- 
jal) ul Dowlnh, ac 
Allahabad.' > 


Five horfes - - 

3,000 

An elephant »* - 

3,000 

Nine trays ofkincobs, 


gold cloth. iJjauIs, 


fire. &c - - 

2,400 

A culzy and ferpcach 

2,500 


■ 10,900 

June. The Shah Zadah, or 
King's Son,' on his 
paying me a vifit. 

Nazirs . - - 936 

Five horfes • • z,8oo 

Nine crays ofkincobs^ 
gold cloth, &c. 2,400 

A culzy and ferpcach 1,800 

’ — 7.335 

Prerents to his Ma- 
jefty Shah Allum, ' 
on his honouring 
me with a vific. 

Nazirs 1,61 5 

A rich muhcal clock 1,944 
Seven horlcs - - 3,900 

An elephant - - 3,000 

Eleven trays of kin-, 

'cobs, gold and fil- 


10,45a 



July. 


7768, 

January, 
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Brought forward 10,460 

ver cloths, (hauls, 

&c. &C. - - 2,945 

A culzy and fcrpcach 2,700 

Nazir to the King at 
the coronation fraR; 

Pltto on the birth of 
a Prince • - - 

Prefenta to the Nabob 
Vizier, on my vilit- 
ing himatFyzabad. 

An elephant - - 3,000 

Five horfes • - 3,500 

Embroidered (bmpter 
cloths, giU bridles, 
faddles, and furni* 
ture . - - 2,000 

A rich muHcal clock 1,944 
Nine trays of krocohs, 
gold and lilver 
cloths, (hauls, and 
fine mufims > 2,600 

A culzy and ferpeach 2,400 

Prefents lothc Vizier’s 
Son, Nabob Mizza 
Amanny, 


i6>io5 

- 816 

- 336 


•5.244 
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Five trays of kincob% 
gold cloths, ( 1 i 3 m 1 s» 

&c, &c. - - i» 37 o 

Fusees piflol£,globcj, 
velvets, piflorci.&c. 2,000 

3.370 

Prefents to the Na- 
bob Munir vul 
Dowlah. 

Five trays of kin- 
cobs - - t»i 45 

A ev} 2 y snd Jirpcsch jr,DOO 

^MS ' 

Prefents to Rajah Si- 
cal Roy. 

r ivc tf ays ot ktneobs, 

(hauls &c. {- - 1,25(7 
Aculzyand (crpcach 1,000 

2.256 

Ditto to Alha Rajah 
Bulwand Sing. 

A drefs and (crpcach 

' 970 

Prefents. to Nabob 

Nudiff Cawn, and 

Alba Rajah Agit 

Sing, the (bns of 

Munir vul Dovvlah 
and Sittabroy, and 

) 

to the fbns of Na- 
bob Afez Rhemut, 

one 
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one of the Rohilla 
Chiefs - s. « 
December. Nazjrs to the King 
for fe)f and fiiite 
rrcfcnts to the Shah 
2adah, on his pay- 
ing ms a vifit, 

Nazirs - - 255 

Five trays of k'meobs, 

{hauls, 6:c. - i,6(5o 

Three horfes - - i>5CO 

Fire-arm«,pi^utes,&c. 744 

Prefents 10 Nabob 
Mogul Alice, bro- 
ther to Nizam Al- 
ice, Subah of the 
Deccan, 

• Five tmysofkincobs, 

{hauls, &c. - i>350 

Fuzceandpillols 300 

Nazirs to the King 
on the fcafl of Edc 
Prefents to the Na- 
bob Vizier Sujah 
ul Dowlah, 

Nine trays of kiocobs, 
ihauU, and gold 
cloriis - - 2,660 


3*975 

“ 8i5 


4.*59 


1,650 
- ^Si6 


A cu>?v. 



f 3 *') 

•’wuglit forwjrii 2 ,Co 3 

» .-.coo 

^ntlcphsnr . .' 

r«rrn!j (o the N'j." 
IwliMonlrviil Dotr. 

!;:!>. 

Tivo large luDrrj - go^ 

Tour p‘ccc> of embroi. 

derednik . . ,,.50 
One picec of Europe 
liber rl/Hie • ^7^ 

Tiilurcj and prints ^400 

^'“2'fs to tbe King~~* * 
the feall of 

^’antjee . , ; , 

*’«letitj,oAlliiRajah 
■I'E't Sinir. 

*’°ele 

p. ■ “ * yoo 1 

and piftols . 

• $00 

"TC-'-^Nabob — "■ 

"■act. Ch e7- 

^I’a.narrlir 

^“™Pebroa<lcl„,^ 

“aws p.noU. . 375 
WefcopM . 

“ *- iC._ 


'"cientfi 
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Prcfcnts to the Ions of 
Munir vul DowUH 
and Slitabroy, &c. 


Of doth, (hauls, &c. t 

S50 

Prclents to Alha Pa* 


jah Bulwand Sing. 


A drefs and fcrpeach 

590 

A ftate palanquin - 

- 4,000 

A ftate howdah for 


my elephant 

3 » 95 o 


Dutbar charges. Including pre- 
fents to the vakeels, to the 
King’s houlhotd fervants, to 
the fervants of the Vizier, and 
other omrahs, and the at> 
penecs of my decan, at 600 
Rs. per month, 36 months, 
from the ift of September, 

3766,10 the ift of September, 

3765, - . - - 21,600 


Sent Rupees 1,24,606 
Cakuita, »-■ ■■ 

Sept, nth, 1769. E. E. , 

(Signed) RICHARD SMITH. 
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The IJonourab’c Company Dr. 

To my tabic experccs during my 
comtnand of the army, .and as 
Commander in Chiefs from the 
ift of Auguft, 1766, to the 
ifl-ofAugufl, 1769, at a me- 
dium, amounting to' 5,200 
rupees per month, for 36 
months - - Sont Kupces 1,57,200 

Calcutta, E. E.' 

Sept. I iih, t-jeg. (Signed) RICHARD SMITH. ‘ 


I tiopc that General Richard Smith will cx- 
Cufe my introducing the above paper juft at this 
particular junfture. Nay, I expert that he will 
thank me for it. To a man who has taken fuch 
'uncommon pains to lerv'c the public, much is due: 
and to Ihew my high regard to the virtues and 
abiliti-s of fo famous a patriot,' I have in hand 
a hiftory of the General’s lile, which I propofe to 
compare with that of Mr, Haftings ; the balance 
of merit and dlfinterefted fcrvices, v/ill no doubt 
h former, and convince 

* s aft India Company how necenary it is for 
to recall the latter, to make room^for the 
ki™r' Indeed, I know but one man in the 
betttr'”!!’ EO'''i'nmcnt of Bengal 

Hon Va" IS the Risht 

Edmund Burke, pro n, better em- 

pioj’cd 
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ployed As for Mr. Pliljp Fra^ciSt Ivouldad- 
vifc him to accept of the ftation of fccond in the 
Council General He muft by this time be con- 
vinced, that It was a \cr) foolifh and petulant aft, 
if not a kind of deferuoo of the caufe, his giving 
up the chafe m the manner he did. Mr C /F. B, 
Rouje will make an excellent third member of the 
Council, Chdrl^ Gcrtngt\i^q an i nevceptionablc 
fourth , and my parhotUd fnend, Sajsity Iv^tifedT 
Caufm l\.iaciiHcJ}3^ the fifth Thus have I di/pofcrd 
of my whole group of worthies and that in fuch a 
manner, as muft fatisfy all parties, cKCcpt one 

da d old grumbling fellow, thaf tlcre Cepiam 

Prw, nothing will fatisfy that avaricious wretch, 
though he has been ih rty years plundering the 
poor Indians, and is now, n is well known, \cr/ 
near as nch as that AfiaiicCicerus, GovetnorHaf- 
tings, he yet wants to go back again, to have the 
other pluck at them however, wc have him fall , 
and my patriots will not Toon forget his Remarks 
and Obfcrvaiions on their honourable brother 
m*mbcr, Coufin Maciniolh’s Travels in Europe, 
Afia, and Africa. 

General Colonel M r / er , and Mr. 

Francis^ were fo elated with the hop-s cf what 
Goring would find m the Nabob’s palace, to fix 
criminality on, ard dcflroy the charaftcr of Mr. 
Hidings, that they q>ntjnucd to rnic the mofl 
infamous ftories home to the Company, and to 

il 
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ihc Mlniflry, dcflring them to have pattc/icc^ iJnJ 
they would fornilh them with the moft damning 
proofs of his avarice and peculation. In the in- 
terim, to keep up their fpirks the following af- 
fcriions were tranfmitted, to prepare their minds 
to receive any the mofl diabolical adcounis, which 
fuch a man as Mr. Goring could collet. In 
three dificrenc months preceding the lalV difpatch 
in April, »775i the following extradls were fcnc 
home. 

' Firft Extraft. 

* T«£ fliortncfs of the period which has clapfcd 

* fince we took upon us the government of your 
‘ affairs, has not left room for many external oc- 

* currenccs j you wUl, however, find that our 

* coniultations have not been unfrequenr, and that 

* the rcfoluMons in them, we arc forry to fay' it, 

, * have not been formed in that harmony, which 

‘ was equally the objeft of your irjffruftions and 

* our wilhcs, could it have been maintain^ Con- 

* fillcnt With the duty we owe to you, and 'our* 

* own charaflers, in aflciting the opinions which 

* our judgment diftaicd.* ' 

Second Fxiraft. 

* The Court of DireSors are already fufScienrly 

* informed, at what time, and f om what caulrs, 

‘ we found ourfelves obliged to rcli quifh out 

* earlieft opinions in Mr iiaftiogs i f.iVonr< and 
t to adopt others dianieiricall) oppofiic to them. 

" ' !Wc 
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* We now beg leave to go a little farther than we 

* have yet done, in the explanation of our fenti- 
‘ jncnts on this fubjeft. 

Third Extraflr. 

* Truth, however, will, we doubt not, erc' 
‘ long, find its way to the public view; and if we 
‘ have any apprehenfion for the confequence of 
‘ our enquiries, it is not of being unable to prove 
‘ even more than we have advanced, or fuggefted, 

* but leaft the general ftaie of this country, fhould 

* appear to be fuch, as may alarm the Company 

* and the Nation, for the approaching and ioftanc 
‘ ruin of Bengal, &c. 

Fourth ExtrafV. 

* NonOcomar finding himfelf deceived, or dil^ 

* appointed, by the Governor General, foon made 

* ufe of the means which his intimacy with the 
‘ Governor had put into his power to gratify his 

* refentment. Whatever might have been his mo- 
‘ tives, his difeoveries have thrown a clear light 

* upon the honourable Governor General’s con- 

* duG, and the means he had taken of making 
‘ the very large fortune be is faid to nolTels, of 

* upwards of forty lacks of rupees, which he muft 

* have amafled in about iwo'years and a half. 

* J. CLAVERING. 

• ’ < GEO. MONSON. 
t P. FRANCIS.’ 

Tli£ 
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* je£b, that her folicitation fcr^rcd onlf to incite me 

* to an jnftart conclufion of the difpute, by a foil 
‘ and cfFcdual confirmation of the decree which 

* had betn pafled upon it in the preceding ad- 
J mmiftration. 


Third. 

‘ It will not efcape your ohfervation, that not- 

* withftanding the violence with which I have been 

* pcrfecuted, I am not even charged with a’ fingic 

* iniVance of opprtGion, except in the grant of the 

* Purgannah of Baharbund> which I have already 

* explained : there cannot, I think, be a ftrongcr 

* proof that try conduit in this rclpeft, has been 
J wholly unexceptionable. 

. Fourth; 

‘ To what lengths the violence of my ndvef- 

* fanes, which has been progreflivcly improvenlng 

* to this lime, will be carried, when the laft dif- 

* patches of this feafjn will have left no means of 

* further appeals, I can only conjeSure, 

! WARREN HASTINGS.' 

Such, Sir, was the Governor Gcncrars opinion 
of what the Majority had done, and were about 
to do, even before Mr. Goring let our for the city 
with full powers to feize on papers by violence, 
or force evidence, by brutal and opprcfiive ufige 
to the Nabob and his Mother, ^ihc Queen Dowa- 
H 



<•( 4S 

and Regent of xhe Kingdom Vtay^ niy deaf 
and Right Honourable Sir, looL m Mr Gormg s 
face, and tell me, would you entruft a man with 
fuch a forpicious and lowering brow, with fnch 
powers, to enter the palace of an innocent Prince 
and helplefs Pnncefs? If you would not, why 
have you accepted the evidence of foch a man, or 
any papers he can produce, fuppofingthat he tells 
truth, when he owns that he dole them out of the 
Nabob*s palace, but Iccretcd them Irom the Ma- 
jority of government (who exprefsly employed 
him for the purpole of fcTaing of them) bctiufc it 
would have expofediiim to the odium of the whole 
fcttlemenl? Believe me, Sr, he judged right, 
the whole ot the inhabitants of Bengal, held the 
character of the man in fuch utter abhorrence, and 
his conduct in fuch detcRation, that he had no- 
thing left for It, but to fccrctc whatever he had 
purloined m the palace of the Nabob, and houfe 
of his Mother, the Pnncefs Regent, and Real with 
it out of the country in the befl manner he could. 
Nor muft you, Sir, take ii iH, whilR you continue 
to countenance fuch charaAers, to find jour name 
linked with theirs 

Some papers he did refer to the CoTimifiloncrs, 
and they made their report in due form Per- 
haps, Sip, you arc now raifcd fi> high, as to con- 
temn the paltry politicks of an Laft India Pro- 
prietor, and Will not, though I was to afk it of 
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youj go and ^examine their records at the India 
Houfe, for the rcfult. But notwithftanding that 
you may have caught the largt /potted /Jh you 
wanted, General Smith hath not yet been fo lucky* 
Send him to examine the concents* But for fear 
that neither of you Ihotild go, I will (to oblige 
fome .very worthy and difintcrefted men, who 
have drawn fome information from my former Let- 
ters to you, and will read this ^with confidence) 
give you the account which was tranfmittcd from 
Moorlhadabad to me, of the proceedings of that 
CommiiteCi the youngeft member of which is in- 
tended, for the firft vacancy which lhall happen at 
my board of patriots. It was fcnc me from the 
city, and is as follows : . , 

{ * Amoko th6 numerous attempts of the Ma- 
*jonty to rob the Governor General of his good 

* name, the following is a remarkable one i A 

* charge was brought by one NonulRoy, and Mr* 

* James Grant, againft the B^m Regent, of an 

* embeaziemenc of a fum, amounting to Rs, 
f 9»67,fi93 » . 1 5 . . and of a further fum um 
‘ accounted for, of Rs. 2,69,563 , * 15, which ^he 

* Majority were in hopes might be made to fall 
‘ obliquely on the Governor General. In their 

* hopes they eagerly catched at this information 

* of Nonut Roy and Mr. Grant. The former was 

* a wonhlcG writer oC the Nabob’s houfhold, and 
^tlie latter an alTifianc totbcMoorfhadabad Couo- 

Ha tdl' 
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* cil^ Without htfendirg either to the infamy of 
‘'Nonut Roy* *• s charaftcr, or the unlikelihood of 

Mr Grant’s obtaining fucli information as could 
‘ be rdlied on, and without enquiring into the 

* probability of any one circumftance that could 
‘juftify them in deeming the charge worthy of 

* their belief^ they admitted it with pleafure on 

* their records, and immediately came to the rc- 

* folution, * of appointing Mr Charles Goring to 
‘feize on all the Nabv.b’s houlhold papers and 

* accounts from the y*ar tf 1764, of difmif- 

* Cngthe Begum Rfcgent , of nifing Rajah Goor- 
^dafs, ihefon bf Nundcom'ir, to the dignity of 
< Guardian fo the Nabob, and of appointing d 
‘ commitTion of Mcflrs Maxwell, Anderfon, and 
‘ Grant, to receive and c\a nine the papers which 

* Ihould be delivered to them by Mr Gofing i and 
^ to afiift them therein* they had an eftablifhmcnt 
‘■of writers formed, the principal bf whith wai 
‘ Nonut Roy, one of the informants. 

* WHEii men fet themlclvcs up fbr reformers, 

‘ or boaft of integrity and honour, they Ihould 

* take particular care that their aflions correlpond 
^ to their profelDons, or the world will give bift 

* little credit to their dcclaracionsi Wh^n opprcl^ 

*• fion and injtllicc are loudly exClaimtd agamft 

* ^y men who profcls tbemfelves patterns of mo- 
*■ deration and boncl^, vre aiUft either fee tbefc 

virtilca 
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-* virtues pradlircd by them, or diibclieve their aC; 
f fertions, ' ■ ^ 

'' < ' ‘ ^ r 

* The gentlemen of the Majority, General 

* Chvcring, Mr. Monfon, and Mr. Francis, have 

* produced many elaborate performances on thrfe 

* topics ; it is, therefore, fair to compare, their 

* conduft with their avowed, principles of aftipn, 
that the world may judge of their pretenfioos to 

-* candour and honefty. If ttHiail ibe Ipund, that, 

* neither biafled b^ prqudice, not influenced |by 
-* parryi they have (bughc only the publjCjgood 5 

* chat, guided by juftice, they have avoided all 

* partiality j that, when compelled to in the 
*facred diaraSer of judges, they have been di- 

reSed by equity, nor dared to incline the ba- 

* lance they have been appointed to hold, we 
i* may then join in the .praifes they haye be- 

* flowed on themfclvcs j. and their employers, and 
« the nation, will applaud their upnghtnefs ,Eut 

* if, on the other hand, it lhall be found, that per- 
‘ fonal pique, or private refentment, thath had a 
■* place in their councils ; that, fwayed by intcreft 
^ * or envy, they have courted informers, and^ en- 

coutaged calumny 4 that, regardlefs lOf juftice, 

* they have' committed oppreflion j that power 

* hath been eserted where eqmty only Ihould 

* have ruled j that to accufe was to plcale, and to 

* inform was to obtain reward frpm them, the 
. f world will then judge of the regard that Ihould 

5 be 
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^ be paid to tbeir rcprerentationsi and of the 'con- 
'* formity of their words to their aftions." But to 
•return to the fait that led 'me into 'this di- 

• ^efiion. ' ''ll' r ’ ^ 

f ■ \ ' M i- 

• Oh the bare information of Mr.' Grant, fup- 
*• ported only by this wo^hieft writer. Nonut Roy, 
I* did the gentlemen of the'Majority inftantly dif- 
j* mifs the Begum Regent of the high office ffifc 
•held under the 'fanaion of the' Court 'of Di- 
.• Veflor’s approbation. And by this afit they con- 
verted ’a charge into 'a crime. ’They had dot 
j^cven the’ pica'of prefumptibn,' 'for the facility 

• with whicli they admitted the accufatlohj for it 

• vTz< not at all likely,' that either a writer'of the 
'* hJabob*s houffiold/or an afllftant to 'the Moor- 

• lhadaVad Council, fhould come at any’ probable 
•proofs of the BegumV mifeonduft. r And fb 

• precipitate a refolution, can only be'^accounted 

• for by a report which prevailed, that their arch 

• informer, Nundcomaf, had told them, the Go- 
‘ vernor General had received “feven Jacks of ru- 

• pecs, when he appointed the Begum Regent. 

• It is certain they had long been labouring to find 

• out lome plea for an 'enquiry into the Durbar 

• affairs. It is alfo an undoubted fail, that Nund- 

• comar had encouraged the Nabob to write to the 

•,Gqvceoaj: and. OvwrJt, tn, Wr» lAviViV! 

i the Begum, and even diftated the terms ' of ‘'the 

i X-etter 
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^Letter, to him. ,IcJs alfo an -undoubted Jaft; 
! that Mr. Charles Goring,, the worthy inllrumcnt 
‘ made.ufe of by.the Majority, to fei 2 e on the Ka- 

* bob’s houihold papers, did endeavour, when he 

* found there was nothing to impeach the Gover- 
‘^or General’s honour and integrity, to prevail on 

* the Begum, both by prpmifes.and threats, 'to af- 
*. fix her feal to a paper, which he h^felf had pre- 

pared, fpecifying that two Jacks of ‘rupees hai 

* been given to .the Governor General. , This faid 
*,Mr. Goring, who was cKofen to execute the com- 
‘ mands of the Majority, had but ah. equivocal 
‘ character at beft, except in, thefc points, that he 
t was entirely devoted fo their ihclina'idns', and 

* and would ftoop p the meaneft offices for the 

* fake of money.. Yet totVu confidential genile- 
5.jnan an extraordinary latitude of power was 
•.granted, from a reliance, ho doul^t, that he 
>5 would only it propirfy. He was dircfled 
■ to difmifs the Begum j and ipr fear of the relift- 
‘.ance of a hclplcfs woman, orders were given that 
‘ b^.Ibould be aSifted with fuch a military force as 
‘ be might require. He was alfo permitted to re- 
.* move the Begum, if ncceflary, from her houfe 

* and family, to another place, in the city, at aBil^ 

* tance from her own palace. He was alfo per- 
‘ mitted to feize and confine any perfon of the 
♦.houChold, who might regaire fueb trfatment. Ac- 
f pprdingly, one of Mr. Goring’s firfi adls was to 

* furiound 
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* Turround tiie palace with guards, and to fcize and 
< confine the Begum’s head Eunuch, her principal 
‘ fervant and chief advifer. Thus in a few days, 
‘ was the Begum Kcgcni of Bengal, precipitated 

* jfrom the higheft of power to the abyfs of wretch- 

* ednefs j difgrace and difmiffion were m an in- 

* ftant caft upon her. Her own fears were in- 
‘ creafed by thofe of the women that attended htr, 

* wlio felt the utmoft horror from fuch a violation 

* of the oriental manners and cuflom?, and from 

* feeing the palace of their Prlncefs, which ufed to 

* be an afylum of peare and fecurity, converted 

* into a prlfon furreund^ with guards. Buf when 

* the Begum was informed of the further pou er of 

* Mr. Goring to remove her from her apartments, 

* defpair overcame her far, and flic refoluiely de» 
‘ dared, that if fuch a difhonour wis really m- 

* tended, Ihc would not ftirvive the fhame of it ; 

‘ and that both herfelf and her women had cou- 
‘ rage enough to prefer death to ignominy ; and 

* that (be would facnfice hcrfelf and them on the 

* tomTs of her deceafed hufband, Jaffier Ally Cawn» 

* tender thefe terrors and apprehenfions, involved 

* in forrow and difgracc, without a friend or an 
‘ advifer to apply to, was the unhappy Begum 
‘ daily foUcited by Mr. Goring for inlormatsons ; 

* and m one of ihofc vjfits it was, that Mr. Goring 

* ?r-reiuwJ. rJpjt Vx bfts 

t ^ytng that Die had given two Jack of rupees to the 
* Governor 
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^ Governor Gereral." How cle'»r muft his con- 

* du£t have been, when, under fuch arcumftances, 

* nothing could h^feurd to acciriV him of ’ aid 
J" how innocent of any thing like a crime, when m 

* this lituatioh, the "Begum could reply, (which Ihe 

* aftually did,) ‘ If I "mo^t aecufe the Cevrvor 
^ fal/ely, tell me hov) to moke the he appear at all like 

* truth., and let me not be deteiied tn tie very puinncr 

* of telUngttl 

* Tt is impoflible abiblotely to prove that 
l^undcomar did inform the gentlemen of the 

* Maionty, the Governor General had received 

* feven lacks of rupees from the Begum, end that 
'* this was the motive of their conduft on the pre- 

* fent occafion But let thefafts which have been 

* related, of their -extraordimry refnlutions, of the 
f uncommon powers granted to Mr. Goring, of 

* When Mr Gormg foond chat his threats were in ram, he 
tntreated theB^umtofgn the paper. He b-srgtd her, for God s 
fake, to Cgn it He told her the gcntlemea of the r>'lajoncy 
would do any thing for her they would reftore her wher •fonner 
honours and dignity, and heap conttnnal favours upon her When 
nil this would not a\ #il, \\e-<mftalicaUy lol J her, that his repu- 
tation was at ftake , that he flunild be brought to Jtlarte snd iHf 
grace, and could not return, if Ihe %vouId not accule the Gover 
nor General Mr Goring** idea of re/utatien, and the hla- 
]onry*s judgntni in the chotet of an apent, are here preltv plainly 

Tlhr farfiQ^- ssf istr .v Alt** 

hinted at in the laft argument he ules for it is evident lie was 
fcnfjble of no fliame* Jnt that of dtfappomimg then topes, and 
probabl) ihsxj irJiraPisns 
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.‘.thcufe he made* of them,/ and of'tftc feverUf 

* excrcifed on the Begum, be combined, and com- 
‘ pared wjth’the nature of the report, and I think 
V* the world in general will not hefitate to declare, 

that they form an internal conviilipn of itslruih, 
‘as flrong as a legal evidence in -a copre of 
juftice, , , 

' ’ i ‘ 

‘ The next remarkable circucnftance in the 

* conduft ot the Majority, is their appointing No- 
^ nut Roy, ore of the /informers, the head writer 

* for infpefting the Perfian accounts which Mr. 
j.* Goring, was to feize, and Mr. Grant, the other 
.• informer, to be a member of jbe .cornmifllon 
sf that was to digeft their accounts, and render them 

* into Englirti. I-ec the world judge of the equity 
.• and juftice, offufieringtwomen tohawesny con. 

‘ cern in the examination of a charge, which they 

* ihemfeivcs had brought forth, 

* The lak, and not leak remarkable, part of the 
‘ rcfolution of the Majority on this occafion, was 

* the honour they conferred on Rajah Goordafs, 

* the fon of Rajah Nundcomar, in appointing him 
‘ to the office of Guardian to the Nabob, in the 

* room of his Mother the Btgum. He was a man 
‘ of very mean abilities, and therefore not very 
■* capable of inJb-udhqg bis £arreJJeory, hjoj hs 
■ been inclined to Jiflen to him. But what was an 

* infuperablc bar to the Rush's excrcif oe the du« 

t tics 
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’‘‘ties of Ws^offlce, or the Nabob’s profiting hj 

* them, was his religion. He is a Bramin. "No\t 
■* nothing in nature can be more oppofite in man- 
‘ ners, principles,* and tenets, than a Mufliilman 
‘and a Gentoo. And a Mahometan would as 

* foon think of fending his fbn into a hogftye, as 
‘ putting him under the tuition of a Bramin. The 
‘ propriety of this appointment can therefore only 
*'bc 'pointed out by another iUudration. Rajah 
‘Nundcomar, the father of Goordafs, was the prin- 

* cipal friend, favourite, confidant, and informer of 
‘ the Majority. He w'as unluckily accufed of a 
r confpiracy againft the Governor General, Mr, 
‘Barwcll, and Mr. Vanfittart, and had bcen-ap- 
^ pTchended for a forgery. In ihcfe unfortunate 
‘ circumftanccs, it was highly neceffary to fupport 

* him as much as poHible. Hb misfortunes and 

* his office, rendered him an object ' of their ten- 
t dereft regard. They vifitcd the good man in his 
f affliSion, when he was bound over to ftand a 
‘ profecution for the confpiracy, and frequently 
f enquired after him in his pnfon. They che- 
‘ rifhed the fon for the father’s fake ; and they 
f hoped that the honours and dignity which they 
f conferred on the former, would refieft a ray of 

* comfort on their dejefled favourite. By thus 

* efpoufing the family intereft, and fupporting its 

* drooping fortune, the Majority anfivered two 
? purpofes ; they jatiBed the duties of fricndftiip, 

* and nrom*ccd their own intentions. ^Yhen every 
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* body >vitfi whar warmth and Wal they ferved 
‘ thtfir frifJtd, few had the courage lo-accufe, and 
*inone, ihty thought,* would -dare to prafccute 

* It was apparent, from their conduct, that 
‘ his caufe was their caufe, his intercll their inte- 
■* reft, and hence they hoped, that no ’ one would 

* prefume to continue ihcir prolccucions againft 

* their favourite, with that vigour which was ne- 
•* ceflary to cQnviib him. They allb hoped, that by 

* thus inticnida.ting the witnefles which might other- 

* wife appear againft hitn, they Ihould defeat the 
•* laws of. their country, and fet their friend once 

more at liberty, to continue the infamous prac- 
tjccs of his former life, which had been a feries 

* of intrigue, treachery an i informaiiDn,’ This 

* accounts for the* extraordinary part, as well as 
‘ the* extraordinary honour conferred on 'Rajah 
‘ Goordafs. 

'• Having examined 'the motives of the con- 

* duft of the M ajority, f and their impartial mode 

* of enquiry, it remains now only to flicw thehttlc 

* grounds there were forfuch an inveftigation, and 

* how fru tlefs have been their attempts to 6x an 
‘ ocTium where they wiQied toiplaceir. 

■* After a tedious examination of the papera 

* and. delbiesed t<s t>y 

*Mr« Goring, during which ^they difcovcred an 
? attempt of Nonut Ro«’« ihrm, 

* " ‘ they 
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'* they proceeded to an txammition of the' charge 

* brought Rgaioft the BcgvTro Regent, and afteVen- 
^ejuiring into every article of the two fums which* 

* fhe was acc'ufcd of having cmbrzzled, or not ac- 
‘ counted for, there did not appear the flightcft 
‘ foundation to build the accufation upon : her 

* charaftcr and conduft were both found Irrc- 
‘ proachable; and it is fully fhewn, that flic is a^ 

* innocent of the charge brought agalnft her, as 

‘ the'Govcrnor Gencial is frec'of any imputation 
f that can impeach his integrity. t ' ‘7 

* I WILL forbear to make any comments oti the 

* conduft of the gentlemen of the Majonty upon 
‘ this occafion ; you know that it is cxaflly of a 
‘ piece with the reft of their proceedings j and if 

* is notorious to every one, that whenever they 
• • heard of the Governor General's name, the in- 

‘ formation was received with cagernefs, and the 
‘ informant treated with every diflindtion -they 
‘could bellow; that to ilander him hath been 
‘their end and aim, ever fince they w relied the 
' government out of his ha^ds ; 'and this narrative 
‘ will fufficiently prove, how diligently they exert 
‘ thcmfelves in this unworthy and unwarrantable 
‘ purfuit* If It were not an unpardonable offence 
‘agiinft the dignity of Mr. Hafhngs's chsrafter, 

* to mention it with theirs, I w'ould call upon 
‘ their fcribe, Mr., Philip Frands, to produce b 

* finele infb^ce of the Governor General’s con* 

* duift. 
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tltat Can reproach him like lhi< of rhciff/ 

• Come fourili, thou vinuous f'ortieU ef 

• find tell the world your triumriratc can do this* 

• without a blufh. Tell ihem alfo, that for yout* 

• own part, you have anuHed larger fortune tnt 
•.three years, than the rapacious Governor Genc-f 

• ral hath made in three and twenty: and thert 

• tell ih^m, that )Ou laugh equally at their ere*' 
•duhty and your own bafenefs.* 

I» Mr» Goring denies one fingic jota of the 
above accounr, refer him to Captain Jofeph 
Price, the man from whom 1 had itJ YCur 
friend, Mr. Francis, and others of your worthy 
friends, will inform you, that the great crime of 
that ftuidy old fellow, is the fpeakmg plain ttuih.'^ 

As an Englithman,! am fond of Parliaments, and 
have long been in the habit of revering iheinftiru- 
tion I but lately I have difcovcrcd a mtghty defeft 
in fomc parts of the conduct of their committees'. 

1 wifh their proceedings to be more fimphfied. It 
is well known, that a Comnmtcc of the Houfe of 
Commons, may fummon whom they pleafe to give 
them information on any fubjcfl whatever that the 

* Mr.rranci* waj fo elated wJih hw cjtnordinarjr promotion 
from e Clerk tn the War-Office, to a Saprenw CouuceUQr,ih«hft 
not no fonger think Jumleffi luhjefl, and ufed to call him* 
ftlf Iht ffif, fart ef a Xsig’ , ’ 


Houfe 
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Hdore think! proper to haw inveftigatetJ,' and 
every good man obeys their fummons with a de- 
•fcrcnci and refpeft that is due to a detached body 
of men from 'the national Senate. But it Tome- 
^mes happens, and it has happened to me, that a 
man may leave them without one particle of rc- 
fpeft remaining, When the firft objfdt of the 
Houfe is fo'gotten, and a perfon who may have 
been fummoned down to Weftminfter to give his 
opinion on a judicial fubjeft, is alked what regt* 
men is prefenbed at Bengal for perfotis infefted 
with the Influenza, he at firft may be abafhed, but 
will mtift certainly in the end anfwcr,‘ water gruel 
made of. rice.' Qiiery* * But do- not you think 
‘/that the doilor had fome particular reafons for 
•prefcnblng in that manner? Did not many 
‘ people declare that it was policy in the doftor 
‘ lb lo prefcribe?* Anfwcr. * Some people did 
‘ fay foj but others thought that it was done y?- 
* cundem artim' I fay, . Sir, when a man, who 
hw been fo queftioned, comes afterwards to ob- 
ferve, that the gentlemen who queftioned him, in 
the moft folemn manner aflbre the Houfc, that it 
is their firm belief, that the political gruel ordered 
by the doflor, was intended by him to poifon the 
patient, and that in confcqoence of it, no man at 
Bengal hath fince, or perhaps ever will again, 
complain of that difordcr, but rather d'c than 
apply to fo diabolical a phyficiin for a remedy, 
how can wc Wp wondering at fuch an alTcrtion ? 

and 
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fird jet a ccrtam Statcfnian hatlj been capable ofai 
grcatanabfuicittj, 1 ha\t, Sir, been exaniincd by 
}0u,3nd I declare, ilat 1 think jou the moftjTr 
proper man m the wor^d to ftaie qu^flions to any 
imn. Let the examination be on whatever fub- 
jeft It nnv, your imagination is fo lively, and youf 
ideas fo rapid, that m the fame inflinr, all the le- 
vcral modes of putting the qucflion, and every 
combination of words which can be framed for 
anfwering it, croud into your mind, pop can jou 
feparate them lb as to a(k a finglc uncompounded 
queftion Your abilities. Sir, are too refined for 
am (latwn m this munuane fyftcm. Plato's Re- 
public, fome Eulopia, or Governor General of the 
Moon, might fuit yourclcvaied mciaphjfical ge- 
nius i all below IS too maienal and groveling far 
jour univerfal afliv ty of intelleft I fay nothing 
of the Seminaries m Moorfields, or St. Lukes, 

Again, as an rnglifiitnan, I am apt to attend 
to the reafonjng of the Committee, drawn from 
the evidence as is commonly fuppofed to be be- 
fore them Not one peribn in a ihoufand, ever 
read the queflioni and anfiyrts a? they arc itared, 
or once 1 ok into the volumes tif papers pro luced 
as vouchers m the Appendpe VVhac the Com- 
mittee think on the lubjedt, they think Com- 
mittees are compolcd of members deputed from 
the honourable Houfc of Common', to enquire 
mto fomt patticular affair, and oudht not to hlf- 

fer 
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fe their patfionS or ’private views io interpofej 
They are the jCiry, and their vcrdi<ft pafles current 
without doors. But thank God, they but re- 
port; and if in their Reports, any thing is inferted 
Which is not juftificd by the evidence, no conclu- 
fion which they may draw to the prejudice of an 
individual, wilJ have any weight with the Publicj 
or with the Houfe. The reafonings drawn from 
their Reports mud be juft, and the conclufions 
fair j if not, the Tnoft limple man in the king- 
dom hath an undoubted right to appeal from the 
Report to the Houfe, and from the Houfe to the 
Kingdom at large, whtlft the matter Is in agita- 
tion, and until the unifed powers of the whole le- 
giflaiure, have determined on the merits of the 
Repdrt, by framing an Afl of Parliament, which, 
the infbnt it has received the royal alTent, and has 
*bccn promulgated, becomes a law of the land.* 
When that happens, I moft, as it will then be my 
duty to do, fubmic ; but until that lhall come to 
pafs, I will never ccafc to lay, that the evident 
you have deduced to prove that the Governor 
General of Bengal is a peculator, or was dircilly 
or indireflif concerned in the prolecution, or cyn- 
demnatjon, of Maha Rajah Nundcomar Bahadar, 
never had the kaft foundation in truth. 

X.tT us, Sir, for one moment, tum our cj’es 
back to the place from whence we fet out, and 
eacaminc cand*t!y and fairly, what were the in- 
I duceraenti 
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and yet a cerrain Statefnian liatli been capable ofsi 
great on al)ruidJty. I have. Sir, been examined by 
you, and I decUre, il at 1 thmk >ou the moCt im- 
proper man in the tvor’d to date queflions to any 
man. Let ilic examination bc^on whatever fub- 
jeft it may, votir imagination is fo lively, and youf 
ideas fo rapid, that in the fame inflinr, all the Ic- 
veral motles of pwuing the queflion, and every 
combination of words >vhich can be framed for 
anfwenng it, croud Into your mind, nor can you 
feparate them fo as fo afle a finglc uncompounded 
qut.(iion. Yoor abilities, Sir, are too refined for 
any ftatlon in tills mumtane fyftcm, Plato’s Rc« 
public, feme Eutopia, or Governor General of the 
IVloon, might futt your elevated mctaphyficaltge* 
nius } all be{u\v is too materia) apd groveling for 
your univerfal a(5livity of inieJleft. f lay nothing 
of the fatminaries m Moorficliis, or St. Luke’s. 1 1 

Again, as an Fnglilhman, I am apt to attend 
to the reafoning of the Committee, drawn from 
the evidence, as is commonly fuppofed to be be- 
fore them. Notone perfon in a ihoufand, ever 
read the queflions and anfwrrs. a? they are ftared, 
or once 1 ok into the volumes of papers produced 
os vouchers jn the Appendjx. What the Com- 
mittee think on the lubjedt, thej think. Com- 
*njttees are compelled ot members depvitcd from 
the honourable Houfe^of Common*, to enquire 
into fome particular affair, and ou^ht not to fqf- 
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fe their paflionS or ‘private views to interpofei 
Thej' are the jviry, and their verdict pafles cVrrrent 
v.'ithout doors. But thank God, they but re- 
port ; and if in their Reports, any thing is inferred 
which is not jaClified by the evidence, no conclu- 
Ron which they may draw to the prqudice Of an 
individual, will have any weight with the Public^ 
or with the Houfe. The reafonings drawn from 
their Reports mofl. be juft, and the conclufions 
fair 5 if not, thetnoft fimple man in the king- 
dom hath an undoubted right to appeal from the 
Report to the Houfe, and from the Houfe to the ' 
Kingdom at Urge, whtlft the matter is in agica-* 
tion, and until the unifed pov.ers of the whole Ic- 
giflaturc, have determined on the merits of the 
Report, by framing an Aft of Parliament, which, 
the inihntit has received the royal aftent, and has 
^becn promulgated, becomes a law of the land.* 
“VYhen that happens, I itiuft, as it will then be my 
duty to do, fubmit j but until that Ihall come to 
pafs, I will never ccafc to fay, that the evidence 
jou have deduced to prove that the Governor 
Gcnctal of Bengal is a peculator, or was dircftly 
orindircftly concerned in the profecution, or cyn- 
dcmnaiion, of Maha Rajah Nundcomac Bahadar, 
oever had the kiftfaundatianL la truth. 

X.IT us, Sir, for one moment, turn our cj'cs 
back to the place from whence we fet out, and 
examine candiily and fe’jrly, what were the in- 
I ducementi 
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dacements of the Houfe of Commons for appomf^ 
ing your Committee. 

f 

The inftitution of the Supreme Court of Judi-. 
caturc at Calcutta, in Bengal, was declared by bia 
Majclly’s then Minifters, to be intended to, give, 
relief to the .natives, oppreUed by a power on 
■which the Mayor’s Court was entirely dependent, 
and therefore could not adminidcr relief. Has it 
anfftered the purpofc of its creation ? £y no 
means. Not only all orders of the natives, but 
alfo of every denomtnation of^Europeans abroad, 
from the Council General to the common inha- 
bitants of Calcutta, have petitioned' for its recall** 
as,iO tnoft opprcflivc and deftruflive inftitution. 
The Eaft India Company themfelvcs, who ar^tft 
petitioned for reform m the judicial departmenf, 
hoped fome good from Us creation, now join in the 
general application to Parliament for its removal*, 
declaring that us continuance will ablbluteJy ruin 
their affairs. t 

“The evidence collefled by the Seledl Com- 
niipee, in their firft Report, was fo conclufive, 
that not only all orders of peoplcfwithoutdoors, ^ 
but aUo thofe within, faw the ncce/nty of curtailing ' 
the power of the Judges; and an Adt palled laft 
Seflions of Parliament, to limit their jurifdi(ffjon. 
More was attempted in the ^Joufe of Commons, 
and proinifed in the Houle of I-ordA anri »he Se- 

left 
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Jeft CommUtee, was continued to fit at the begin- 
ning of the prefent Sefiions. -fAs it was ruppofed 
that much good had been done to the affairs of 
the Eaft India 'Company by the new’ Regulating 
Aft, for abridging the power of the Judges ac 
Bengal, the managers were' not without hopes; 
that the popularity which it had railed them ’to in 
the opinion of the public, might, with proper 
management, be^raadc to operate to their own 
advantage in Leadenliall-Street. To bring this 
round fo as to anfwcr their purpofes effcftualhv 
the removal of the Governor General of Bengal 
■was thought to be a neceffary Hep} and in your 
fccond Report we find, that an attempt is made to' 
link his name with thofe of the Judges, in a fup- 
pofed charge of confpiracy in taking off the de- 
linquent Rajah Nundcomar. This matter (eems 
to have been canvafTcd over fo much in private,' 
as to have induced the Committee to believe that 
they Ihould be able to prove the faft to the pub- 
lic, or, at Icftfi, by boldly infmuating that it was 
fo, to obtain fo mucli credit to their aflertions, as 
would jutlify their proceeding, in endeavouring 
the recall of the Governor General ; and had, I 
not in my firfl. Letter to you, Sir/ diiputcd your 
faft, and in my fccond, proved that they did no 
where Clift, It is not eafy to*fay to what lengths 
5 ou would have proceeded in )*our third. Report 
from the Sclc^ Committee. 

1 » ' -■7-^rol: 



You had completed every enquiry that 
n^eflarj^^and convinced every rcafbnable man, 
that the inftitution of the Supreme Court of Ju- 
dicarure at Calcutta, in Bengal, was a pernicious 
infiitution, and you had cfiedlually curtailed its 
pottifr, and prevented its further interfering in^ 
matters of revenue. So far the exprflation of the 
public had^becn anfwcrcd j but perfonal fpleen, 
and private emolument, remained to be gratified ; 
nor was this to be effeft-d, but by the removal of 
the Governor General. Neither your eloquence, 
nor your Chairman’s intJuftty',' could induce one 
Angle man in the Houfe of Commons (who 
was not concerned in your fehemes) to believe a 
yvord of your.infitiuations, on the avarice or itn* 
morality of Mr. Haflmg«. , Not only you and 
your Committee often changed ground, 'but the 
Chairman of another Committee found every' 
poft which he at firfl occupied, in his attack on 
the chaia£ter of Mr, Haftings, to be pcrfeilly un- 
tenable. In fliort, the Houfe of Commons at 
length difcovcrcd that not only the credit of the 
Committees, but that of the Houfe iifelf, was 
in fome degree concerned : fomething, they faw, 
niuft: me done to fave appearances j and a , vote 
paffed to remove Governor General Hayings, of 
whofc innocence of the crimes laid to his charge, 
four fifths of the Houfe were convinced, ‘ 


• Such, 
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^ Such, Sir, has "been the confequence oFadmif- 
ting the Fpifit of party to have a place in national 
enquiries^ It is inipoflible for the meft powerful 
budjes of men to condtift fuch jobs, but to their 
own'diftredit. Your attempt todeftro/ the moral 
charafler of Mr. Hillings,' has been fo poorly lup- 
ported, (hat nieh who' would have admitted your 
fafls’without invcftjgatibn, as to his political de-' 
delinquency, now doubt the whoV, and give you 
credit for nothing. For my part. Sir, fince I have 
e'tamincd fo norrowly, as I have done, your con- 
duifl in the Selefl' Conimiitee, I hold you tote 
the moll dangerous 'man in the kingdom. 

At the very moment of time that you give up 
your charge againft Governor Genera! Hatlings, 
in a manner little to your credit, > ou broath anoi 
thcr on the honour of Admiral Rodney. • S^urely; 
Sir, 'that great’ officer will not pals over your 
treatment "of him. Youadvifehis being created 
a pter of the realm, and give for the reafon, that 
hii late acquired laureh have covered his ihameful 
pecoladon at St. Euftatia. 1 Ihould have thought 
that there might have b-cn fome truth in yourjn- 
finuation in that bufincis, if I had nor proof po** 
fitivc, that youi real difpofition is fo malignant, 
that you will accept the moft vague and frivolous 
evidence, agamft the moral honefty of a nian 
wliofe political chamber you didikc. So help me 
God, as I deaarc in the moft folcmn manner, that 

I would 
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I would not take >our word or your oatk, for five 
pounds, if it led to the injury of a man, whole no-, 
tions in political economy difiered from your own. 
The man who, when out pf power,* will corref-, 
pond with, and encourage the declared enemies of 
his country, and when hcjs in power, ufe every 
unmanly and unjuft means, to lower in, the opi- 
nion of the public, the two men, whofe great 
abilities, profeflional Ikill, and true courage, 'Tiavc 
faved the national pofleflions in the Eaft'^and 
'Weft Indies, is^ in my poor opinion, more than a 
peft in fociety he is the' enemy of his country. 

Governor Johnftone warned the Houfe of the 
fituation into which they were about to involve 
thcmfelves, A refolution of the Houfe, of Com- 
mons, every Englithman would wifli-mlght be 
fupported j but If they forget themfelvcs fo far, 
as to form rel'olutions which the people without 
doors deem to be unjuft, whatever comphances 
may be fhewn by foine few individuals, in order to 
fave their credit, at the cxpcnce, and to the injury 
of an individual, their dignity as a branch of the 
legiflature becomes tarniOied ; and they run the 
rifk of being forced to endeavour to compel by a, 
law of the land, what was unjuft when ailcmpfed . 
to be enforced by a rcfoUuion of the Houle of 
<^ommons. To fuch dilhonouiable fituations dq 
the influence of interefted and popular fpeakers, 
Reduce the moft rel|ie£fablc bodies of men. • , 

^Yl!AT 
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" •\V«AT one point. Sir, have you gained, that 
on Iioncft man would nor be albamed of? In or- 
der to gratify your political fplcen, you have at- 
tacked the moral charaflcr of a man whom you 
do not know, and thereby expofe your inveterate 
malice to real contempt. Has your friend the 
General vifitcd the club at Brookes's too often ? 
and is h’js ill nin at play to be repaired at the cr- 
pence of the Eaft India Company? What ideas 
■' are we to form of your* virtue, who have taken 
fo much pains to pul! down an Haftings, and to 
exak a Smith ? Is it poflible that you can hope 
our belief in your (inecrity, in propoiling reforma- 
tion and ©economy in the ftaie, when you offer to 
our choice a peculator, a corrupter of rhe morals 
of the people, and a gambling bankrupt, as the 
proper-perfon to retrieve ihc Company’s affairs-, 
whilft v?c yet remember, that his avarice, his mfo- 
lence, and felfilbncfs, brought on our rum ? 

■. The motives which influence men in the moft 
material aflions of their lives, muft be fought for 
in their general {lamp of charafter. Declarations 
of honour, difinteicftednefs, and true pacriotirm, 
feldom carry weight with the world, except the 
general tenor of conduit of the declaimer qua- 
drates with his profeOions. Was the Chairman 
of theSelr£lCommirice to harrangue in the flowery 
eloquence of a Butlfc, or the more folid oratory 
of a Fox, alfcriiog that he has nothing in view 
" but 
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but the good of the ppblic, or the interefts of iho 
Eafl: India Company, 1 would nor, I could not 
behevt hm. Such a declaration may feem to take 
its rife in palTion or in prejudice. I deny the fail ; 
and will go on to prov^ that every man who fball 
ftudy the General’s true character, and advert to 
the fails which I am about to lay before him, will 
be convinped that the L-aft India Company at ieafl, 
muft fuffer ihemfelves to be gulled indeed, if they 
pay any the leafl attention to any thing he fays, 
pr to any thing he docs. \mul he has renounced 
all pretenfions to further employment in their 
fcrvice, cither as a foldicr, or fervant ip their avd 
departments. ^ ^ 

The General did (as Mr. Woodfall relates) 
{land up in his place m the Houfe of Commons, 
on Monday the lath of June, and declare, that 
he was warned by h|5 friends, of the danger of 
the poll he was about to occupy as Chairman of the 
Sek£t Committee, but that he felt hin^felf bold, 
and that ht could (land the ftorra>_and dcfpifed 
every gttack which could be made upon him, lo 
confi-qucncc of the calumny of fome, envy of 
cihfrs, maUcioufncfs of piorc, and the jnterefted 
defigns of a great number of pcrfpns. I will ad» 
tnit that the bcncral, or any 'other well fcafoned 
patriot, js equal to all that j and provided that his 
opponents mingle no truth in their inventive, ma- 
lice or prgudicc alone cannot hurt, aj^d ought not 


to 
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iO reach the feelings of a genuine patriotic Statcf- 
man! \ have attacked the General, for I know 
him •well, and am about to attack him'again* 
Hisb'razcn coat of mad is gilded over fo flightly, 
that though fallhoods may rebound from its well 
tried furface, truth will penetrate. Our difpute is 
not to be decided by his anbeiates in St. Stephen’s 
Chipel. Votes of the Houfe partially obtained,’ 
are mere cobwebs, nor can‘ rtfttain the liberty of 
a fly* His fncpds at* Weftminfter cannot fend 
him again to India, and his intentions are too 
well know In LcadenhaU-Sircct, to be much more 
minded iherp. - 1 am not one of the General’s op« 
ponentswho have attacked him with calumny. 
His has ing'joined wuh,and fuppotted men, whofe 
mahcc induced thcm'to charge the Governor Ge- 
neral of Bengal, pofidvcly with peculation, and 
by a /ide vAmh wuh. being concerned m a confpf- 
rac)* to rid the world of the man that was to prove 
his pccuhiion, brought me into the field. I 
know the General d d not Inmfelf believe that 
Mr. Haftings was capable of the firft, or of a 
ftamp of charaftcr, which would juftify for a mo- 
ment, the belief of the lafi. His accidentally 
having (hewn to the world, that the Chairman 
was totally deceived in the charafler he had 
formed of ^hc Vizier Sujah u\ DowUh, was not 
fufneient of ufclf, to induce him to tom the cry 
for the tcmoyal of ,the Governor General , fome 
Other motives operated, which I foughr, and foDo 


/ound. The truth of the matter I?, the Gcneral'4 
/reqnenc vifits to Brookes’s, tvith' other high 
modes. of expence and difllpation, had made a 
retdrn to India neceffary to his fitunces ; and par- 
liamentary eloquence had uught him, that the 
more fuiious his declamations were againft'the 
peculation and mal-adminiftiation of the men 
abroad, intermixed with the encomiums 'On his 
own independence and difintereftednefs, was the 
ready way to lucceed in hfs views, 

. At the fame time the General could fee no- 
thing faulty in the conduft of Mr. Perring, who 
had joined Sir Thomas Rumbold in ''all his mea- 
fores cm the coalV of Coromandel.— How Ihould 
he ? Perring ftood not in his way j and he 
wifhed not to offend any but fuch whom' he 
wanted to remove; and for rliat reafon Mr# 
Haftings, againft whom not one evil deed could 
be proved, feemed to the General’s fight as black 
as ink,— Why? Becaiife except he could be 
recalled from the government of India, he (the 
General) could not obtain the flation he wanted 
in the Eaft India Company’s fervice at Bengal. 

■Will you, Sir, excuft me one moment, whilft 
I tell my readers, what charges are not true 
charges, and which arc fifts, as they relate Co 
the Governor and the General ? \ 


It 
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Jt is'not true, that Governor' Haftings has; 
jn any part of his life or government, accumulated 
pne fingle rupee by means dilhorieft' or dilho- 
nourablc. 

It is not true, that he concerned himfelF, dl^ 
reftly or indirc&Iy, 'in the profecurion or execu- 
tion, of Rajah Nundcomar. i 

, It is not true, that he involved the Company 
jn ufelcfs wars. 

It is not true, thatwhe broke, or advifed the 
breaking, any one treaty into which the Com- 
pany had entered with any of the country powers, 

. It is not true, that I>e is d^flikcd by any of 
the country powers, except fuch who find their 
^plans of ambition counterafted by his abilities, 

if. It is not true, that any one of the above 
pharges have been proved againft him. ’ 

It is not true, that a majority of the Pro- 
prietors, or of the Court of Direftors, wilhcd 
his temos'al, until the latter had been clofettcd at 
^hjtehaU. 

‘ Now, Sir,^ fhalVtcll you, or rather your friend 
^he Chairman, svliat is iruej and on the merits 

of 
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of my fafts, reft the caufc of the propriety or iiri* 
propriety, of rcrhoving the Governor General, to 
make way for General Richard bmith. 

It is true, that General Smith left England^ 
with Lord Chve, and arrived at Bengal m 17^5 

i ‘ 

It is true, that be (the General) left Bengil 
in the year 1769, with a iortune four iishes 
greater than what Governor Haftings now pof* 
fefles, after having been Governor of Bengal more 
thhn ten years 

It is true, beyond a controverij-, that the 
neral obtained nearly one hjJf ot his fortune, ta 
the undermentioned methods *' 


The General’s lhare of the com- 
miflion on neat revenue, during his 
ftay m Bengal, amounted to Cur Ks 

1,23,14^ 

His (hare of the famousIMuthoote 
coUeftion «... 

17,000 

His pay and batta as Commander 
m Chief for three years 

93*075 

His table allowance, as per bill 
as above . - . ^ ^ 

1,87 4 oo 

parried over. Cur Rs, 

4,20,421 
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Brought over * — ■ Cur.Rs. 4,10,421 

The Ariancs have a faying, that 
men in power fend a Feather to 
catch a Swan; and as the General 
never gave the Company any credit 
for the prefents which he received in 
return for ihofe he gave away, 1 will 
fuppofe that hU feather produced a 
feather in return, if not a Swan 5 nor 
will he be difplcafcd at my luppofing 
that his receipts 'equalled his dif- 
butfcments in the commerce of pre- 
fent«ma^ing.wiih the Emperor of 
Hindooftan, Vjzicr of the Empire, 

Princes of the Blood, or Cbutta Na* 
bobs‘, 8cc. which appears to have 
amounted to, as per biU of.his own 
drawing up ■■ 1,24", 606 

TRAntLiHc charges, allowances 
^fbr tents, budgerocs, houfes, caval- 
cade, and other little et caetcras, will 
be moderately rated at 3000 Rs, per 
month, which, for three years, • 

^ amounts to . — - j,o8,ooo 

Carried over. Cur. Rs. 6,53,027 

Though the General was con- 
cerned in inland adventures, and fo- 
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Brought over — Cur. Rs. 

reign articles of trade, fuch as lead, 
iron, cloth, cotton, fait, tea, filks< 
and china ware , yet nothing makes 
him fo angry^ as to hint at fuch his 
former .cbndefccnfion; in* compli- 
ment, therefore, to his feehngs.i 
I 0 iall foppofe, that he fold his fait 
as others did, and that his fiiare let- 
ter A, 1765, produced him a neat 
profit of ■ — - 

A.vd Skips }s:tsr 

The General will admit that thefe 
valuations are very moderate. 

I COME noiY to thc.comminion on 
the 'King’s chout, tribute, allowance, 
hufh money, falarv, prefenr, or by 
what other name he may choole to 
call It. The fum llipulated to be 
paid, and which was paid by the 
General to the Mogul for three }ears 
together, amounted to two millions 
fix hundred thoufand rupees annu- 
ally. I will not in this place teize 
the General about rccomingor chang* 

Carried over, Ctr. Rst 


50.000 
< 

40.000 


>» 43 » 027 / 
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Brought over — Cur Rs. 
ing the Company’s rupees, into 
Vizzacy, or i^ad rupees , he may hear 
of It in another place , all I afk him 
to admit here, is the advantage arifing 
from his comminion, for paying the 
money to '‘the Prince If, for that 
part of his fervices to the Emperor 
and the Company, he only referved 
to himfclf one of the twenty-fix lacks 
annually, it was an inflancc (in him) 
of great moderation this I lhall 
Rate at three lacks m iheVhoIe 

Cur Rs 

The General is no bad accompt- 
ant , ’ and ic having appeared to him 
at the time he left Bengal, that one 
current rupee was worth two Ihil- 
lings and three pence fterling, he will 
allow me to reduce the fum by die 
fime rule , and he will give me fomc 
credit for not puzzling the account 
by the addition or fubtraflion of 
"batta, but taking at once the moft 
common, and with us, the lowefl: 
denomination of current rupees. Ten 
lacks, forty tlyrce ^houfand, and 
twenty feven rupees, of that deno. 

tnination. 


3 , 00,000 

10,43,027 
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mination, at th 6 General’s own rate of " ^ 

exchange, comes to, in fterling mo- 
ney, One Hundred and Seventeen » 
Thoufand, Three Hundred and Forty 
Pounds, Ten Shillings, and Nine . 

Pence. ■ . * 

Founds fterling, i r 7,34© *o 9 


Here are no bad'pickings to be gleaned up 
Jairly'm the fpace of*thrcc'<ycars. ‘Emoluments 
arifing from the advantages of fituation^ is' always 
cftimaied d:fiercntly, and* agreeable to the eha- 
rafler of the man. What were bis gettings that 
way, 1 fljall leave to the Genera! himfclf to afccr- 
taln. When Goring, a writer in the fcrvicc, re- 
turned from India before his apprentlccthlp was 
out, with a declared fortune of thirty thoufand 
pounds, nnd a Commander in Chief of the army, 
with four limes the fom, in nearly the fame time, 
the proportions arc clearly enough afccriaincd 
from whKh to reafon. Let us take round numv 
bers, and jt is fimply a fchool-boy qdeftion 1 
Vif. 

If Matter Charles Goring, a writer in the Eall' 
India Company’s fcrvicc, did, in the ijiacc of five 
years, acquirt a fortune h-intfilyy amounting to 
thirty thoufand pounds, whaj ougl^t Mr. Warren 
Haftings (who lUfo svcni out a uri:cr) to have ac- 
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jgulred in the fervice of the fime Company in 
thirty years ^ 

An(V\er, £ t2o,coo- 
Queftion the fecond. 

If the Commander in Chief of the srmy in 
Bengal, did, during the moH profound pcicc all 
over Afia, acquire, in^the u^fi borouiaMe ntcinrer, 
in little more than three years the fum of one 
hundred ami fe%enteen thoufand pound®, (I love 
round nurrtbers) what ought the Governor Gene- 
ral of Bengal to ha\c gamed honcflly, in ten 
years as Goverror^ To anfwer this qu-’dion 
concifcl), 1 have no objection to fuppofe that the 
merits and dcfcrvmgs of the men were quuc 
equal, ard n that cafe the anfi cr produces 

£ 390 , 000 . 

As the Secret and ScltA Committees, with the 
cdldancc of all the Company’s records, and fome 
as cunous wunefles ns ever were he'd up to na- 
tional contempr, have fallen fiiort to prove that 
Governor General Haftings is a knave, it may be 
of ufe to their caufe to have him proved to have 
a fiT ffof hsrtng ivhs: ht$ cn^rttes 
did, make hay in fun (hme v eather Now Ian 
ready and willing to fwcar before Lord Chief 
Juilicc ManSficld/that at this moment, Governor 
K General 
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General Hnflings doth not poilcfs, real and per' 
fonal eftatc included, one hundred thoufand 
pounds. If this would not do the Committee’s 
bufinefs, fo far as the 6xmg the appellation of 
fool, where they aimed at fixing that of knave, I 
Know nothing of their intentions 

Thert. 13 no mode of ridicule or contempt, m 
which fuch confederacies ought not to be cvpbfed. 
One of the managers attempts to criminate a Hal^ 
tings, whom he docs not know'; and a Rodney, 
whom he does Know, and tries to reduce co 
board wages, the Prince he ferves , but fads in 
all three , yet goes on to hope, that by his oracorjs 
he Ih-ill coniincc us, that his intentions are pure, 
immaculate, and difintc/cfied The General, who, 
jn the courfe cf four or fi\e years, collefted to- 
gether, pubUcKl) and privately, more than two 
hundred thoufand pounds si'd then, contrary to 
the poGuve oiders of the mailers whom heferved,. 
propofed to draw on them for near a million fler* 
Img, \/hich, m its confeqiiences drove them into 
n ftate of binkruptcy, and fubjefted thcn> lo the"^ 
mandates of a corrupt Mmiftri, now joins another , 
fet of men, in order to force himfelf back into 
the r fervice, becaofc Ins fortune lias bicn re-^ 
duced — r..eTy Icdy ino'x.s hcs. Yit this man, 
equally trammelled m the virtues of patrioiifm, 
has the afiurance to talk of being calumniated by 
cnMOus and inicrcftcd men,' and 'in the fane 
‘ breath 
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brcMli affirms, Kis intentions arc juft and Iionuuf; 
able. and t ut the inteteftof the Eart India Com- 
tanyand.the State, are the only motim to his 

^a.ons. Believe him thofc «ho cnn_I could 
- with more eafe believe, that popularitj, and not 


• The third creat man ow/i : • 

Mr. Haaings, » alfo a ^nator "nd 

maty modes tn judicial proceedings. ‘CarrjV r; 

he, 'the eight thouland rupees to mvlll" 

- h-ve five thoufand rupees, and the defendant 
^ nothing. The other three thoufand have been 
funk in Dnriar ciarfer.’ This mode of ac 
counting for money, he learnt from his frie„rf.' 
■Rajah Nundcomar. I wouldsfk C. W. fi Rq r 
Efq. v-hcrher he ever heard of this ftory 
gal ? and whctlier it occurred to him, v.-*h T 
declared to the Sclefl Committee of thej:j 
Commons, ‘that on his confeience, he'^^ 

* heard of mal-praaices in the d.fin'i ■ 

‘juftice in the country courts ct 

* Europeans prefided in them 

clofc one, for he prefided himfelf,*;, is 

Cutclicrry; and the ftory of an ofS^r^ 
at one of the country courts, ta.l:/n / ^‘^^<^iT]<y 
of a fum decreed, to^is own 
matter of convcrfation in Calcu*»/ 
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-mory ?s a very convenient one, if he has^ reailf 
forgot it : yet this man’s memory is fo tenacioirs 
in other matters, that be can recall to mind what 
never happened. Such is my third worthy— fo 
blended, fo unjufi:, and fo diabolical are the ac- 
tions of men, when fcif-intcreft comes between 
them and their unbiallcd judgment. 

I As to Philip Francis, he has been caft adrift 
jufl: in the fame manner as he ferved Macintolh, 
the Author of Travels m Eprope, Afia, and 
Africa, That worthy traveller had engaged at 
Bengal, to weave into bis two volumes of his 
travels, all the infamous ftoncs which Mr. Fran- 
cis had colle<5ted from all the informers in India, 
for the fpace of fix years preceding , and fo intent 
was he on his fubjedf, that in fevcnty«two Letters 
which he has obtruded on the world, not one of 
them is free from fomc fcandalous lying ftory on 
the charafler of fomc individual, Governor Ge- 
neral Haftmgs 15, no doubt, the capital figure in 
the travels •, though General Sir Eyre Coote’s 
portrait is highly finifhed. This univcrfal man 
has again changed Ins mafters ; and his graiitude 
to*^Mcflrs. Whitchill and Lewln, hath induced 
him to make fomc trips to the continent in their 
fcrvicc. Tired with the politics of the Wefi, he 
/Jrjwvve? »V,v Xmvx aVit AVivJiJfs,* nr viW FavOi 
In th s he js more conffter^t than m any other 
aTion of his hfe. Whilft a Francis, a Lewin, and 
• a Whitchill, 



t Whitell'iU, and fuch wortHics, v:ant alHftancc 
and defence, the indefatigable tnduftrj' of a Mac- 
inioni v.jU never want cmploymctit. It is quite 
natural for the man who has devoted fo much of 
his titre to traduce the charafter of a Haftings, 
to join heartily in the caufc of men, whofc prin- 
ciples are fo congenial v/ith his o\s'n, 

1 am in doubt whether Mr, Goring will return 
to Indiaj as his conduft from 1763 to 1767, in 
the filk-windmg way, and his behaviour 5 n 1774 
and t775, on his ftcond teturn to India, in. cha- 
racter of poUdcil bumbaUiffro the Majority, when 
he carried into execution their military orders, or 
executed their general warrant to difponels the 
Queen Regent of her office, and pjundcr her pa- 
lace of her cffeCfc?, is yet forgotten at Calcutta, 
and until it is quite forgot, his appearance there 
will be attended with feme dsfagrecable circum- 
ftanccs. The former Majority took as much 
'pains to fave his honour, as they did Nundcomar’s 
Ufc, but without effeft', nor will his new friends, 
with all their eloquence, and all their power, be 
able to induce the moft ind’^ent man in the Com- 
'pany’s fervice, who knows his charaftcr, to fit 
down in his company. 

The Governor General’s fifth enemy, Mr. Far- 
rer, the lawyer, airivcd in Calcutta in Oftobsr, 
J 77 ^» very needy, as to find it ncccflary to ac- 
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ccpt eighty rupees for his particular care of a few 
hounds. To foficn the matter, it was caUed a re- 
taining fee, though given by a man \\ho never 
hath, or ■will employ a lawyer. In t'jyS, he t.as 
the leading Council in the trial of Maha Kajih 
Nundconiar. The man had hopes giv'cn him 
that he (hould not be hanged, till the rope wa; 
about his neck, and then It was unluckily, drawn 
To *iighr, that nobody could hear his com- 
plaints. Mr. Farrer came home in 1777, with a 
fortune of fi-xty thoufand pounds, and was foon 
difcovered to be fuch a patriot, as to be tlciflcd a 
Member of Parliamcnr. Now as this gentleman 
murt have laboured very hard m his vocation, to 
raife fuch a fortune in fo fhorc a time, by the pro* 
feflTon of the law,5J wi'M not admit /lim to be in 
ihc lead: competent to judge of the merits or de* 
merits of the political abilities, and iporal refli- 
tudc,'of fuch a man as Governor General Haftings: 
Hts office of ftandmg Council for the Company, 
and that of defendcrof Nundconnr, was conferred, 
on him by Mr. Francis, and the Majority i and as 
it was their intcreft, and their prafcice, to colledt 
every villainous and infamous ftory againft Mr. 
Haftings, whatever credit Mr. Farrer may obtain 
pn the fcore of gratitude from that party, his opi- 
nion can have no weight with impartial people. 

As to Captain Cowe, he vjas a imilitary man, 
and in the habit of afibaating with the friends of 

thf 
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tlie Mnjontv^ Appoimments to fcpinte com- 
mands li) with th*jn, nor was Captain Cowc 
forgotten tie helmed what he faid, that many 
p-ople deemed the eKccuuon of the Ra}ah Nund- 
coman political manoeuvre , but as he was not 
afked by the Committee, to which of the two 
parties in ci\il government he would have his ob- 
fervauons appli-d, and as fuch mode of cxprelTion 
in political affairs, implies rather a Majority than 
a Mino ity m a ftatc, we ire obliged to advert to 
Ins part) pr nciples, to underftand his meaning, 
Ihis, Sir, was the very way in which jou ex- 
plained It, or you would not have fent us bach, to 
his evidence, to prove cnminahiy againfl: Gover- 
nor Hafling^ As to his fi) me, that the people 
were terrified at feeing the Rajah hanged, and m 
confequence o^their fears, run irto the river, ic 
defetves no credit at all Captain Cowe had no 
Inowledgc of the cuftoms or manners of the 
people, having himRf been bred in the navy, 
and came to Bengal a very liitle while before the 
Majontj, and was as ignorant of the language 
and minncrs of the people, as Mr Francis him 
felf In Ihort, Sir, be bnew as little of Bernal 
affairs as you do, and is governed in his ideas on 
fimilar principles, a pcrfonal diflikc to Mr, 


Perhaps tc wouW be hard to produce from the 
fnnals of tiTc, a fimilar cafe to this of Governor 

General 
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.General Mafllngs. Unfijpportedby family’ conr 
ncitions, and without ony inrereft, but fuch as has 
been made amonpft independent men, by his long 
fcrviccs, difintcrcfted conduA, and great abilities, 
in the management of the Haft India Company's 
affairs, he has wiihftood for eight years, the at- 
tacks of a party of men, at difTerenc times fup- 
ported by the whole weight of an all powerful 
ydVlinifler, and at another, the hafly vote of the 
Houfe of Commons. This is true popularity^ 
and worth living for. Some great men, who 
have thought certain parts of Mr. Haflings's po- 
litical condu(ft inconfiftent witli the mtional in* 
terefts, have attacked it fairly on that principle} 
but at the fame time have declared that his ho* 
nour, integrity, and moral rcilitude, were unim- 
peachable. To fuch attacks every man, in high 
and important Hations, are moft certainly and 
very juftly expofed ; and if their conduft will not 
ftand the tcfl of fuch candid and necefTarycn- 
quiry, they mlift give way to their ©i^ponents. 
Such differences in pohucal opinion, cxift Jn all 
governments •, and we have daily experience, 
that' men of the pureft morals, and moft inno- 
cent intentions, differ In opinion in political mat- 
ters. A man who ihould fay, that Lord North 
was an injudicious Statefman, and an unlucky 
Mv.v.?«n, find many Vne fame way of 

fhinkingj but if he fhould add, thaphe was afkra 
confpifator againd the life of an innocent man, 

arid 
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end that he had scciimulalcd half a million oT 
money to his own ufr, the credit obtained or al- 
lowed to the firft aflenion, would be defh-oyed by 
the laft 5 bccaufe no man will believe, that his 
Lordfhip is by his nature rapacious or blood- 
thirfty. So it is with Governor General Halltngs 5 
and I am convinced, that hts well cftablifiied cha- 
taftcr for every moral virtue, hath, in the hour x»f 
trial, made him friends amongft thofe who difier 
from him in forr.c polincil points and the inde- 
pendent Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, as well 
as the Dirc£lors of the Company’s affair^, jf left to 
{hemfclves, will feel the necefllty of continuing in 
the conduit of their affairs abroad, a man whole 
reilitude of mind, and vaft abilities, will, if any 
man can do it, rellore their affairs. 

--Tksre are rmongft our patriots, men, whole 
‘ Ready adherence to the caufc of America, has 
contributed much to the difmcmbcrmcnt of the 
BritiQi empire. They poflefs now the offices they 
Wanted,. and ne fhall fee how they will go about 
to heal' this great wound. You, Right Honour- 
able Sir, know nothing perfbnally of Governor 
General Haflmgs. You have called his politics 
crooked politics; for which I know no reafon, 
except that the Governor fupported the intereft of 
the Nabob of Arcot, againit the pretenfions of the 
King ot Tanjore, ir/ whole fcrvice a nephew of 
yours has made fomc trips to and from England, 

The 
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*rlie Governor General hath great local, nncf mott 
experimental knowledge of the affairs of the Car-, 
'nalic; the Mlniflcr of State poflefies neither. 
The Proprietors of Eaft India Stock do thcrcfoTc 
determine, that his continuation in their fervice, is 
of conTequcncc to their alTairs, and will not re- 
move him to make way for your nephew. As to 
the infiniiaiions contained in the fecond Repot: 
of the Sele£t Committee, it has fiiakcn the 'credit 
of the fabricators in the opinion of all impartial 
men. You have not loft more ground actheueft: 
end of the town, by your treatment of Lord Rod- 
pey, thin in the eaft, by that moft extraordinary 
attack on the moral chara^lr of Gov'crnor Gene- 
wl Haftings. Your afternons are difbelicvcd, 
and your ntpliew cannot become a CounleJIor t 
no, nor even a Paymaftcr in xlie Eaft India Com- 
pany’* fervice. Recairiiim, good Sir, and pro- 
vide for him at home, before your fun-lhine day 
fliall be,overcaft. 

General Smith’s motives are no lefs obvious 
than yours. He, no more than you, ever faw 
the Governor General of Bengal. The General 
having, m the little time he was at Bengal, by-his 
defire to get home the immcnfe fortune which he 
had lo fuddenly accumulated, advifed to draw bills 
on xVie Company, contrary ro their order®, .md 
thereby obliged them to apgiy to* the Miniftry 
forafTiftancej add to this his quarrel with Bolts 

fvvhq 
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had rivalled thcGcncnl m lus trade to Su* 
jah m\ Dowhh’a couTvit^) h-^d g\>cr\ caufc for tl c 
jNCguliung Aft of the i3ih of the King, and 
\ luJi firft fubjtfttd the Company to the controul 
of government But his fptcen to the Governor 
arofe from the latter having flic'vn, to the convic- 
tion of all men, that tv crj m*afurc m wheh the 
honourable General had Ken concerned during 
h s fivort ftay uv India, had a tendency to mm the 
Company’s afiairs The S-lw monopoly , the Cot- 
ton monopoly, the China Trfcdc monopoly, m all 
which ihu great Soldier was concerned, notwith- 
ftanding his aCefted military pride , the fending 
money to pay the brigade m Sojah ul DowJah’s 
country, the payiT'nt of the King’s tribute with 
calh Tent from Bengal, the depu anon to the Vi- 
tier’s court, m all which manoeuvring the Gene- 
ral \\ a> fo much conccrrcd, to the rui v of the 
E‘’ngal province's, and the cllabhihmcnt of his 
o*vn private fortune, are ciTCumllanccs which 
having been cxpUined, may juRify tbs General 
in his fp’ccn to the Governor But nothing can 
jufliFy ih-* attempt to do away the moral charac- 
ter of a man, by >nfamou>, unfupported, and in 
fidiQUS implication However, it his operated 
propcrlv, by (htv*'ing plainly, on what a rotten 
founJatjon the Chairman has crefted his claim to 
further employment in the Icn. icc of the £aft India 
Con'p-'nv C \\ ^ B Roufe, Efq is, p-rhaps, 
th- only one man that has taken an aftive part 

agamft 
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agamft: the Governor General, of Bengal, wlio 
pofTefles a competent knowledge in Afiatic affaiis. 
He was, whilfl: the General commanded the army, 
his Hnguift and Perfiahtranflator. This clofe con- 
nexion had no great influence on their minds, 
nor contributed a particle towards their prcfcnt 
political fcicndftiip. No two men feel more dif- 
ferently, than do thcfe two bitter enemies of the 
Governor, in money.mattcrs. The one has been 
in the habit of great oftentatious cxpencc, and 
pafled through the King’s Bench into the Senatfc 
Hoofe, and through Brookes’s into an acquain- 
tance of fome of Lord Cheftcrflcld’s incurables*, 
and the other has a foul braced up by pining ava- 
rice, »into a love of money equal to that of a 
Jew Broker. One wanted to go abroad to ob- 
tain money to fquandcr, and the other to collcX 
more to hoard : the recall of Mr. Haflings was 
reccflary to both : nor would tlicy have agreed a 
tnoment longer in office together, than till their in- 
tereft fhould have come in contaX, then would the 
Court of DireXors have been ptllcrcd w«h their 
• complaints and real opinion of one another, r.hich 
their prefent views and policy glofs over. 

As to Mr, Roufe, the Governor General knew 
his abilities, and would have ufed them in the 
conduX of his government, but fits damp of chi- 
raXer was fo ftrongly marked^ that «ic was hazar^ 
dous to join power to fo notorious a lo\ e of money. 

^ Chailc? 
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Charles Fox may ufc the abUUies of a morcy- . 
Jcrdms Jew to a political purpofe, but be 
tv ill never truft: them with the J^> to untold (:old. 
Extremes in nature never can unite; and Uaufe 
fourd the foul of a Francis more congenial with 
Iib ovv n than tliat of an HaQings : this and a fit of 
ambition, which he fancied was love forgone of 
General Clavering’s daughter, carried him qu.lc 
away from Hafiings to the blajority. He only 
did not betray bccaufc he never was trufied ; and 
he would now infinuatc, that Nurdcomnr v;as 
wrongfully hanged, becaufc the fame Judge had 
decreed, that to take three thoufand rupees for de- 
termining a caufe, v^rhere the whole claim amounted 
to eigh', Avas unfubllaniial juHice. This gemle- 
mao's patnotifm (landing on fuch (lippcry ground, 
we may conclude hts motives for labouring to 
bring about the recall of Governor General Haf- 
tings (even fuppofmg that he was not a candidate 
for becoming a Bengal Counfcllor} Lake not their 
tde in the love of virtue. 

1 jiAvr faid fo much ofMr. Philip Francis, and 
his conduft to the Governor General of Bengal, 
from the firft hour of his arrival at Calcutta,^ to 
the prefent moment of his wilhing to return there, 
aV^iJ } iwVevtr fiTonr «riV dc mreu’jti^’. fibwever, 
I cannot omit to recommend to all ihofe who have 
a doubt aboyt tU^ motives of that gentleman’s 
protcedirgs, to read the Remarks and Obferva- 


tions 



. {.90 ) 

tions on Travels in Europe, AHi, nncl Afilcj; 
the end of \^hic]^ very inter^fling and curious 
pnmphlcf, he will find twenty qUeflions put by 
one Captain Price to <h3t gentleman, \/liich, whe- 
ther anfwercd or net, will explain Jns real inten- 
tions too plainly to be niiftakcn. But the public 
now know the political’ virtues of tlie man; 
nor fhall they be left in complete ignorance aS to 
his private condu£t as a member of fociety, dur- 
ing his fix years ftay at Bengal. 

Mr. Goring’s character has been given above, 
as well as that of Mr. Farftr, the lawyer. That 
of MaciAtoni may be found in the Hemarks on 
Travels in Europe,’ Afia, and Africa. Thus, Sir, 
have 1 laid before you, and by jour means, before 
the public, the true.and undifguifed charaflers of 
thetnen, with whom you have fo cordially joined 
to bring about the recall of Mr. Hafiings from 
his government of Bengal. For my part, I moll 
finccrely thank jou for the attempt, bccaufe it 
has brought forward much more able advocates 
in the caufe-of that great and innocent man, the 
Governor General, than 1 can pretend to be. 

It is impolfible. Sir, that you can forget how 
filcnt and p:\nivc Mr. Haftings’s friends conti* 
nued, v/hilft nothing was attempted but to prove 
that he had been miftaken in fi|>^me political points. 
On thole fubjefts of dilquifition, his own fciui- 

ments. 
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mcnts, -ami hH own ifafoning, in every fiutathn 
of the Company’s ailaiis abro.ai, ^\erc on il^c fate 
of the Company’s records ac the IricVta lloiile; 
and happy hU Irienth \\cre,;vhcn a Secret Com- 
miuee M as appointed from the Ilcvifc of Com- 
mons to inveftigatc them. Men, fuch as Mr. J laf- 
tsngs, muft always wiftt <fcr fimibr invtAigbiions 
of ihtir conduft. HU friends, therefore, were fi- 
Icnt and pafiivc, firmly pcifuaded that nothing 
more foriunr.tc could happen, to malic truly 
knov/n the Governor General’s cJutrflcr, i])m 
fuch enquiry. The paltry tralh pubMhed by 
Mr. Philip Francis and his hirelings, in news- 
paper fqwbs and pamphlets, pafied vinnoticcd; 
until the Seleft Committee decidedly took up hii 
caiife, and in the moll pointed manner, infinuatet 
to the public, that vshat had been aflected by ihi 
Majoiicy in their Letters from Bengal, rclativ- 
to the pecuU ion of the Governor Gcne^ral, am 
his interpofing,' in order to fliortcn the life of hi 
accufer, appeared to them to ba\ c its foundaiio 
in truth. This siTertton of yours, Sir, <for Gc 
neral Smith hath told us that you drew it up 
roufed the friends of Mr. Haftings. It Jud o 
me a finuLir cfTcft to that told us in hiftory of ifi 
Roivan Bov. Though I dc^Mfed your Chairroar 
the CutcUerryman, and the Lav.ytr, I bad Tome fe.T 
ot you. Truth, fupported by your abditus, } 
invulnerable: bouhe inflanl that 1 found jn 
bed been fo much 'harped by your panionff, o 
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mtflcd by your afTodaics, as to Iravc tijc line of 
trutlj, nnd wander like tlic traveller Macintofii, 
into the regions of fidion, I loft all refpeft for 
jou, and, with not the thoufandth pare of your 
capability, have met you on your own ground, 
and convinced every man I wjfti to convince, that 
you have been miftaken7 and that ihe^abihties of 
a Burke weish no more than a fingle vote, when 
applied in fupport of arguments which originate 
in falHiood. ' 

Once engaged, I have purfued the argument, 
and left not a lie Handing, which was fabricated 
by the Majority ^againft the moral charadler of 
Mr. Haftings, from Genera), Clavering s afleriion 
of his having dccumulatcd half a million in two 
years and a half, inclufive, down to Lacam's 
fnivclling tale of opprcfllon. The law hath fet 
a mark on the fabricators of falfc evidence ; why 
then fliould individuals Ipare them ? If I had 
Amply faid, that you. Sir, General Smith, Mefirs, 
Roufe, Francis, Farrer, Lacam, Goring, Mac- 
intofti, and Cowe, had faid things which were not 
true, and which in their confequences, were inju- 
rious to the moral cbaraCler of Mr. Haftings, it 
would have had little elTcit. I have gone fur- 
ther ; I have proved that they were not true ; and 
further ftill, by fliewing, in a chain of reafoning, 
which not one amongft you^dare controvert, that 
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prejudice ot interefted mouses, ar^d not trde pa- 
triotiTm, the love of truth* or the public wel- 
fare, adtuated any one of >o«, in your very illibe- 
ral Attacks on the honour and honefly- of the 
Governor General of Bengak 

I SET oUf, in my Brft Letter, to you, Sir, with 
affirming, that your inCnintion in the fecond Re- 
port of the Sclcdk Committee, had no foundation 
in truth: in my fccond Letter I have proved, 
that the evidence you referred to in its fupporr, 
was more than defedlive i and in my third fticwn, 
that every man who has taken apart in the illibe- 
ral attacks on the. moral oharadler of Mr, Haf- 
tings, firfl: in Bengal, and latterly in England, 
ore men of fuch intcrclled views, or of fuch du- 
bious chara^ers, that their depoHcions would 
have bccniofrcd over the bar, in any legal court 
in the whole kingdom. 

I KNOW not how it has come to pals, that 
the Bengal gentlemen have fuScred fuch loads of 
feurrihty to be thrown on them indifcrimmatcly, 
without reply. I have known perfonally and in- 
timately, every Governor, and every CommanBcr 
in Chief of the Army, who have adted at Ben- 
gal, fince the capture of Calcutta by the Moors in 
3756, and will rakefome pains to du/1 the tares 
and chaff froib th^vheat. It is fingular enough, 
that of all the opponents of Mr, Haftings, but 
« L one 
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one man among them was bred tip dn the Conr- 
pany’s fcrvic^ at Bengal, and that vrzs Mr. Roufe. 
And I Will do him the jullicc to lay, that had 
he not ‘wanted to have gone back again, I bc- 
Jieve that he would have been filcnt. Mr. Go- 
ring made his fortune in hts v/ritcxfiiip. Gene- 
ral Smitli Ills in about three years, Mr. Farrer 
his in about rhe fame timt. Mr, Philip Francis 
employed fix years to complete a very noble one, 
far foperior to what the 'Governor General has, or 
ever will have. Mr. Macintolh indeed, was there 
but from the month of Auguft to the month'of 
March following j and as he in that time, found 
means to acquire more knowledge in the Com’- 
pany's political, civil,- military, judicial, and mer- 
cantile afiairs, (if you will take ius own word 
fo> it, though not in thcif fervice) than the Gover- 
nor General had done in thirty years rcfidence, I 
will 'fijppolc fhat he came home as poor as he 
went out, and depends for his reward on his 
friend, Mr, Philip Francis. What now, Sir, do 
you fuppofe that the fum total of the knowledge 
of all thefe your afibciates, doth amount to in Ben- 
gal affairs ^ Truft roe, the former employed 
themlclves in ''acquiring money, not knowledge? 

what IS to be found inrehc travels of the laft, 
as ihr°^ your own, and that is, God knows, 
mueh beans in one blue'bIadder.'’So 

Sir[ patn^s. Take my 'ad- 

f'Jrute, confine yourfclf to home 
' . politics . ' 
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politics. You poflcfs now a good fnugwarm 
birth. The patronage you enjoy, which enables 
you to carve for your family, together with your 
own income from government of four ihoufand 
pounds a year, befidcs odds and ends, is full as 
much as your fervices arc worth. Your honour- 
able friend, (as you afTeft to call him) the Chair- 
man of the Select Committee, muft certainly 
have found out your weak fide, when he induced 
you to rcafon fo righi-wrongfully, as to attempt to 
make us believe, that he was an honeft man, and 
Governor Hafiings the rcverfe. But you had two 
firings then to your bow. Had you not become 
Paymafttr to the King’s forces, we might have 
heard of you as a Commifiloner, accompanied by 
every member army board of patriots, failing with 
a flowing fheet, to fettle the national affairs in Afia. 
Ac prefent, the nation has been faved from that po- 
litical fcourge i chat it may long continue fo, is 
the prayer of. 

Right Honourable Sir, 

Tour moft'obcditnt humble Servant, * 

* i 

The AUTHOl?. 
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